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with abou! 2,600,000 inhabltante. Her
standing army amounts to about 7,000
but cao on short notice be enlarzed to
100,000 or even more, Her fleet con-
wists of three or four vessels, nnd the
resoiices of the conntry are but hm-
ited. Yet, an expedition to Venezuea
wotld be & far greater undertaking
than might be supposed from these
filzurer, Every able-bodied wman in
the ocountry would be under arms
within o month ufier the invasion by
8 foreign power, The invaders would
have to oorntend against the climate
in an nopdeveloped country with
mountains and forests, unbridged
Blreamps, venomous reptiles, Insects,
swampe, cold and heat, They would
be much In the same position as the
Bpanlards now are in Cuba.

Tne presiient of the ljttle republlo,
Crispo, 1a sald to be a fiehler by
natore. One story told of bhim i
cbaraglertetic of the mnn, When still
8 mere youth he started a rebellion
a0d the state troons wera called oul,
He had about G600 followers wilh
00 other nrmd than cowboy knives. in
the night he cormmsanded them Lo Btaul
through the gamp of the poldjers and
#8ize their arme, By remarkable
strategy this bold meneuver was per-
formed, and in the mornlog all the
rebels were armed and the regulars
‘bad to make trrme. At prelent he Is
purrounded by & body euard of uni-
formed cowboys, and they are Inoked
upon as invincibte on the bajtiefivld.

A epirit of war is permesating the
whole people, a8 the dispalobes from
LCaracag suffictently inuicate, and they
are cerialnly much betier prepared to
defend themsasives than were the
American colonles jn 1776, Theu, &
war it long range t8 alwaya carried on
a Uisadvantage, notwithstanding the
bosart of the London pupers that 1o »
powerruling the waves,three thousand
moiles of intervening ocean la no for-
midable gbatacle., For all there rearour,
and others, il Ir inconceivable thut the
British povernment seriously covtem-
plates nllowing the diplomatic neg:tia-
4looe to proceed heyood a stage from
which a peaceful retreat s incompat-
able with natlonal howor.
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INTERMOUNTAIN SEML-CENTENNIAL

A few days ago the NEWS suggested
that It would be appropriate for the
Dezeret Agricultural and Mabufactur.

ing soclety, as the ploneer organiza-
tion ip the West in the matter of direct-
{og general faire and exbibitions, to
aeeume the initlstive 1n & great Inter-
mouniain Exposilion in S8alt Lake City
jn the summer and sutumn of 1887,
that beipg the flitieth apoiv-rsary of
the opening of the Iintermountsio
region to pettlement by the arrival of
the Utah Pivueers in Great Salt Lake
Valley. Today the following apprecja-
tive communication was recelved :

SanLr Lage Ciry, Utah,
Deo. 18, 1895,
To the Editor:

I desire to express my unqualified ap-
provalof your recentedilorial suggestion,
that the advent of 1he Ploneers into Utab
shonld be appropriately celebrated hy a
great Intermountain Exposition in this
olty, in 1897. Thet year would be the
semi-centennial anniversary of ihe event,
and I have no doub! but what our sister
siates nnd rerritories would gladly unite
with us. The exposition abould be upon

a senle commensurate with our resonrces
and oor advencemen'. It would be &
greal ednontor of all the people, and it
would reveal to the nation a knowledge
of what we bave done and of our capaciiy
for future greatDess that it doss Dot now
possess.

I1hink that yon are right in the idea
that if anytbing isto be done the pre-
liminary steps should be laken at once.
Possibly the D. A. & M. society could
best inangurate the movemeut, but the
asgociation baving the same in charge
sboeld not be limited in its membership
to our Territorial linea. Our Legislature
should at lesst endorse the propositlon
and anthorize Gaverncr Wells to invite
olher stalos 1o join with ue.

Firom every puint of view your Angges:
tion is A good one, and I bope that you
will press the matter unob the attention
of the public until the same shall ma-
terinlize, Very truly vonrs,

0. W. Powgns,

We are pleased to receive Judge
Powers’s jetter, and to give space
ibereto, jin anticlpation that the spint
ot patriotiem in Utab will arouse in
tier people sentimenls akio to thoee he
bas exprersed. Hlis snggestion that
tho Hiate Leglslature take the matter
up and sulboriz: Governor Welle to
invite the co-operation of olher sieies
+bou d recel ve prompt fa vorable actlon.
In thie maboer the first monih*
¢xistence of the new 8iate of Uwab
uesd pob be pussed without startiog
the ball rolling for an exhibition unpar-
alleled for rpiendor and magnitude in
ihe bistory uf 1he Weet,and which wiil
bs of inealimable vejue to Ulsb and
the ataten aod territuriesthatunite with
ber.

In its frst mention of the subjeoct,
the NEWos merely threw out a hint of
a Bemi-oenteunjul [ntermountain Ex-
pisition. We will pow slate further
tnst our view, ms jutimated in the
first urticle, was nut to confine 1t to the
territorial lhimyjis of Uiab, Bexinning
with the jermanent settlement ol Bajt
Lsake City in July, 1847, an ers of col-
onizatlon was jvstituted throughout the
whoie Rocky Mounisin regton. lo
tbhis vest and imporiant work, dating
from tbat year, Idaho, Wyoming,
Arizona, Colorado, Mouptnvs, New
Mexico apu Nevada, are ¢quslly inter-
vated with UJiah, tbis belng the central
point of eitiement in the earlier period,
r'o each of the:e commonwealths Ulah
contributed a ahare of ploveer coloulsts;
and each state and wreitory pameu
should be requested to tuke a parl, not
merely u3 An Invited exbibitor, but as 8
direotly tnterested parttcipaat io lis oo-
operative mapagement, that Lhe expo.
sition might be truly representative o!
the unity of interest of the whole inter.
mountaln region. Ap the pioneer in
selliepuent upon the wave of ojvilized
progress that swept westward Ino 1847
and eucuessive years, it Is the duly wuf
Utah to take the toitlative in euch a
Pjoneer celebrution.

Three general features thal are pe.
ciilar to vbe colonizalion aud condition
of the intermountsin country wouid
werve to make it ut once distinclive apu
atiractive, and establish its grest
vatue as ann educator, notonly of the
people residing in tne stales and terri-
torjes named, hul of 8]l who may vlait
of may lesrn of us by more fadirect
menns. Theee sare:

Firat—The ahorlgioel condition.
Here were the rempants of & people wno
bad ovgupled this Jand Jor centurles,
and whose history ie, Lo B Very lurge

exlent, shrouded in myestery to _ the
world, Of thelr development or retro-
rregaion for hundrede of years prfor,1

the settlement of this country ‘b
mndern civilization no men has full
and direct $ofurmation. But the pre-
historio remains scattered over thia
intermountein reglon, os now here @lie
in the country, tejl a tale of ebsorbiog

'oterest  of & furmer preat oivil-
jzsvtton and gradual descent inté
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ws he was ipund by {he western pig-
ineerv. The ruined apod ball burje
towns and villagee, remalus of greast
irrigation worke, fragments that give
e¢evidence of architecturei advance-
mant, the strange cemeterier, anid the
more recent ourloue} eliff aweliinge,
afford ample fleld for the grentest
archee ilogieal collection known in
Ameiios, to testily [n mute eloguence
ot the people who once awelt here
sud of whom & few wild Indians are
the renresentutives. All tbe lntensity
of )Joterest that stlends ap aggrega-
tivn of this kind could be brought to
its highest pitoh by s collection with-
in the ares of the states snd terrjtories
pamed, avd which would be an 1pel-
tacenble ubject lesson of what was in
this country prior to fifly years ago.

Second—The ploneer relice and at-
tepdant features which bear witness of
the u:fficulties that had to be met and
overcome; With such arrangemeut and
nistorioal data from each locality as
shall displsy the motives which im-
pelied toe eurlier setilers, and shall, in
couneglion with other displuys, de-
spribe slep by step the progre:s mude
by the ploneers and their successore, to
the present tirae.

Tulru—The country as it is, with its
ad vanced condition of givilizailon. The
arts awd 8clensces; agriculture, min

1bg, stockraiping, manufactures, and
the industrial situstion generally;
the schoola and the ohurcheg—

in fact everylbing that will show the
commercial, judustrial, moral, §ntel-
lectuuai and phyweioal vigor ol the inter-
woatain region, arising from hoth
uatural endowment nnd the sklll ot
tbrifty commonweaiths uestined to he
u vaal power ip our yreat nation.

For such an loplermountain Exposl-
tion (open say from July to Outober,
1897) ihero ja an simoest unlimited fleld
within which to score a wonderiul
sugcess, if it i8 taken huld of with viro.
I'he present is an ebb tide 10 affatrs In
thie locality~—a gloriour opportunily for
Uinh and sisler commonwealths for
pational prestige, which ehould not be
permitled to psss by without belng
mude avallable (or the common good.

LEAYING, NOT REJLECTING.

“A Bubsecriber,” writlc g from Cache
Juanclion, makes this inquiry of the
News:

What are we to understand by the fol-
lowing: *Thereforc leavins the prinei-
ples of the docirine of Christ, let us go
on unlo perfection; not laying agaln the
foundation of repantance from dead
works, and of fuith toward God;"
Hebrews, 6.h chaptor, st verse?

Ip order to mne the msttes perlectly
olear we wili Quote tue whola sen-
te ice, which our correspoident hus
oot done (as his questivn evidently
hinges to a greut ex ent upon Lbhe
word leaving), and elso the last thres



