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«_ By ap Ex-Editor.

The man wh» starts out as & reform-
er and endeavors to teach his fellows
better ways always bas a hard road to
travel aud has very much to contend
with. It may be that he has a divine
plan to introduce, a system of excel-
lence, in every respect superior tp any
of the existing syrteme around him,
yet he will find that men are wedded
to the old ways,and however defective
they may be, tradition sanctifiese and
makes them sacred in the eyes of their
adherents and they cling tu them with
unyielding tenacity. The most strik-
lng and prominent example whiokh
mankind has of this = the ocase of
Jesus Chriet, the 8on of God. He
tsaght the people the most gubhlime
truths In the most simple lauguage,
and He practiced the principles and
dovtrines which He taught. There was
ah entire correspondence between His
terchinges and His life. The miracler
which He wrought were slso evidences
of Hisdivine origin. Yet He hecame a
victtm of popular fury and was ¢rucified
ap a criminal. With puch =an illustra-
tiou before ues of man’s bigotry and
fercolty, +an we wonder that other
teache B of divine truihs should be per-
secuted and killed?

When error and falee systems pre-
wul] it takes time for truth to get a toot-
hold. Its true wvalue i Dot im-
mediately recognized. Some may ac-
cept it 88 soon as they hear and can
uwpderstand 1l, and to them it may
seem 80 beautiru] and simple that they
rush off and commupicate thut
which they have learned to iriends,
only to find themselves rebutied, and
perhaps ridiculed and scufted at. It
might be thought that every one who
posseesed the ordinary faculties of manp
would immediately seize and belleve
in a truth whenever it would be pre-
sented and explained to him. But
experience proves tiat this js not so.
Men are slow at perceiving and
ackpnowledging the truth, Btill, truth,
when it le coneistently practiced and
advucated, does galu ground snd does
have an eflect upon all who come
within the cirole of its iuflue ge.

The sixty-three yenrs uuring whiob
the Church nf Jesus Christ of lL.atier-
day Baints has been organized, have
given proof ofthis, 'The teachings o1
the Church have not been lost upon
the world, Let those who are old
epough. or who have examined and
given the subject thought, contrast the
heliels of today upon the msubjeet
of spirltual communications and powers
and gifts with those which prevailed
filty oreixty years ago. At that time
po intenpe was the genweral unbelief
upon these points thal to raise mobs to
drivethe Lutlter-fay Baints irom their
homes it waa only lkecessary L0 slate,
we one charge against them, thal
they believeu in prophets, in spiritusl
gifts anud in the laying on of hands for
the heallog of the slck. Now tnere
are the Christian Bcientlsts and other
organizations which protess to heal
the sick through the prayer of faith
and the layIng oo of havde. Thore are
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olhers who believe splrituﬁnl.communi-i
callons can be obtalped. fI'hy point
to the Bible for proofs of ‘thie correct-
ness of thelr position.

The Latter-day Haima' ave berDn
teaching for upwards df fifty years
that the preaching of the Guoapel of
Chbrist was not confined to this state of
existence; but that after death the
principies ot salvation will be tuught
to those who died ignorant of them und
they would have the privilege of be-
lieving in Jeaus wus their Savior and
Redeemer and of repenting of their
sine.

[magination cannot conceive of a
doctrine more phllosophle or morte
godlike and 'oopsistent with the he-
niguity and justice of the Greal
Creator than this, and its great beauty
apnd value consist in it8 being true
anud having been revealed by the Liord;
yel for lonz years it was scouted anud
derided. But now, however, Il Is
slowly working ite way into favor and
beljef, and the day does not appear Lo
he far distant when It will meet with
general acceptance. Every bumani-
tarian  Whose attention has been
oalled tothis subjeot, must have feit
that there has been someibing lacking
in the systems of iheology upon this
point. THe Bihle teaches that the
vame of Jesus js the only name given
under heaven whereby men can be
saved; hut ubnccunted millions
of human beings have died who never
so much ag heard his naine. The man
of inquiring mind asks, '*W hat is their
future fate?*? The reply of theologians

geverally haa been, *‘‘I'bey are
damped.*?
What s horrible conclusion! Hu-

mab justice revolte at the thought of
any being receiving punishment for
pot obeylng laws of which he had
pever heard; but how utterly irrecou-
cilable with divine justice 1s the idea
of receiving etersal punishment for
ignorance of this charaocter!

Will the erection of temples Bud the
work periormed therein by the Latter-
day Saints have no effect upon the
thinking world? WIill these Dot be
object lessone to mankind? Alreaay
1 have heard the remark made mspy
times, when the doctrine of preaching
the (Gospel to those who have passed
away and the poesibility of the dead
being baptized for vicarlously has
peen exuplained, “What a beautiful
doctrine! And how consoling to the
fiving who bel,eve 1o it must be the
opporiunity which they have of offici-
ating for their deceased relatives and
friende who were not in a position to
receive these orJinavces when they
were on the earthi®

These doctrines belpg true they will
bear the strictest serutiny, They sup-
ply a long-teit want. They sppeal in
the wstrongest and most sympathelic
m vper to every heart which enter-

taine & love for mankind. They uplift
those who believe in and act
upon them mearer to God; for

they furnish the opportunity for men
and women (0 becowe saviors 1o their
spheres, to partake of the spirlt which
the S8on of God exhitited” in dying tor
us, and to be co-workers wilh our
Loord in the great work of buman re-
demption. In Do system of theoclogy
extant, except that revealed hy the
Lord to His Church, do the iuquiries
of the human miud coocerniovg the
fate of the heathen and of those who

| died never having heard the Goape) of
Jesus in ite fullpees and plaingess
find satisfagtory answers. Butin thgq
revelations of the Lord,these dootripeg
which have for ages heen euch my,”
teries, are revealed  in simplicity ang
plaluness and aecompanied hy ¢

testimony of the Holy SBpirit that the N
are true. ¥

——

The proposed dedication of the Tg
ple at Balt Lake Cily has attracted th‘
attention of a great many people Outf
slde o1 Utah. The fact that the hai]g
ing iteelf has been lo the course qp
erection for forly years, Lbe foundatjg
haviog been lald so soon afler thn
settlement of the pioneers in mie
valley, makes Lbe building Bomewhn:
remarkable., Constant Inguirice bhave
been and will still be maq,
as to the wnses to whioch ¢
Templa will be put, for visitora per
ceive that it is not so well adapted fo;
congregational worship se the Tabep
nacle, and all are curious to know wp, L
such a costly siructure shonld be ereqgg
ed when the Tabernacle aiready nn‘
swers all the ordinasy purposes ot pyp,
lic worshlp. When explanationg nr;
given in reply Lo these inquiries, there
can be but one conclusion reached gopy.
cerning the people whohave contribyg.
ed of thelr means for e completigy
and that ie Lthat they are sincere ang
that their faith must be of athorough
earnest character to prompt them tlc;
make the gacrifices which have heep
made fot this hullding.

To the Latter-day Saints It must be
a oauge of eatisfaction to eee thip ed)
fice, upon which their hopeg Bnd:
anticipatione have been centered g4y
80 many yeura, al Iasl completeq
Isaiah and Micah hoth epeak of uthé
Lord’s house which shall be eslablighag
in the top of the mountains, and shal}
be exalled above the hille; and g)y
nations suall flow ublo it.”” From tpe
day thatthe foundation was laid, A pri)
6, 1853, until the present time, therg
has been & feelin: entertained p
the Latter-day Saints that this
house wae the realization of (he
virions of these lpeplired men
All the circumstances which they.
described have aclually -ovourred: th'e
people have gathered {rom the d’lﬂer-
ent pations and in the exact way (ngy
these prophets nave predicied, and the
pecple 1o gathering have used the
exact language in describlug thejy
reasons (or coming to the mountajpg
that theee men predicted they woylg
uee. From the day thul the fi undatipy
stone of this building was lald up o
the present time there has been a
steady etream, varying in size some.
times, fiowlng from the various pg.
tions to these mountaine, and the Lag.
ter-day Buints who have come have
done so for the purpose descrihed Ly
theee ancent men of God. We see
before uer,Lherefore, a direct Mulfillmept
of prophevy—prophecies uttered thous-
ande of years ago. Momes gaye: “Whep
A praphet speaketh in the nawme of the
Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come
to pass, thet is the thing which the
Lord biuth v.ot spoken, but the prophet
hath spoken presumptucusly: Lhou
sbalt not Le afraild of him.** This wgaa
the rule which he gave for distingulsh.
ing & true from a false prophet.

On the 24th day of July, 1847, Presi-
deut Brighum Youn: ocame into Salt
Lake Valley with & company of pio-
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