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all this is a libel upon the latter day
saints they have no such belligerent
feelings or latentintentionsions they are not
deserving of the imputations cast upon
their veracity theyy intend to obey
the law and sustain good govegovernmentaument
they revere the constitution of our
country and lesiredesire to promote republi-
can institutions they are under noDO

church obligations or restrictions
which interfere with their perfect
freedom whether in politicspolit ica or in
business their faith is ddifferenti fferent from
that of the orthodox sects and they
claim the right to worship as they
choose without hindrance from any
earthly power while conceding that
right to all who differ with them if
anyone of their number violates the
law he is amenableagenalle to the law but a
communitycomin unity should not be condemned
forsbefor the unapproved wrongful acts of
individuals chat our views ouon the
guba ct of civil government as it relates
to religion may be understood I1
quote from the doutridoctrinene and covecovenantsnants
of the church which with the bible
mudand book of mormon forms our stand-
ard of religious principle

we believe that religion is instituted
of god and that men are amenable to
him and to him only for the exercise of
it Uunless their religious opinionsopinion11 atpromptrampt
themtam to infringe upon the rightsrig Is and
liberties of others but we do not believe
that numanhuman law has a right to interfere
in prescribingbing rules of worship to bind
the consciences of men nor dictate forms
for public or private devotion that the
ciciauIV magistrate should restrain crime
but never controlcontro1 conscience should pupun-
ish

n
guilt but never suppress the freedom

of tilethe soul
awewo believe men are

sustain and uphold the respective gov-
ernmentsern ments in which they reside while
protected in their inherent and inalien-
able lights by the laws of such govern-
ments and that sedition and rebellion
are unbecoming every citizen thus pro
tooted and should be punished aceaccord-
ingly

ord
and that all governments have a

right to enact such laws as in their own
judgment are best calculated to10 secure the
public ininterestwrest at the same timelime how-
ever holding sacred the freedom of con-
science

we believe that every man should be
honored hisbis instation rulerrulerelandsand magis-
trates as such being placed for the pro-
tection of the innocent and the punish-
ment of the guilty and that to the laws
all men owe respect and deference as
without them peace and harmony
be supplanted by anarchy and terror
human lawsjaws being instituted for the ex-
press purpose of regulating our interests
as individuals and nations between man
and man and divine laws given of
heaven prescribing rules on spiritual
concerns for faith and worship both to
be answered by man to his maker

we do not believe it just to mingle
religious influence with civil govern-
ment whereby one religious society is
fostered and ano her proscribed in its
spiritual privileges and th individual
rights of its members as citizens denied

we believe that all relireligiousi0 i societies
have a right to deal with ttheirir members
for disorderly conduct according to the
rules and regulations of such societies
provided that such dealings be for fel-
lowshipprovided and good standing but we do
not believe that any religious society has
any authorityamanthority to try men on the right of
property or life to take from them this
worlds goods or tu put them injeopardyY
of either life or limb neither to inflict
any physical punishment upon them
they can only excommunicate them from
their society and withdraw from them
their fellowship
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the following are the articles of
falthfrithofFai of the church as published for
many years and reaffirmedaffirmedre and
adopted at the lasthist general Conconferenceferenee

1 we believe in god the eternal
father and in his son jesus christ and
in the biolyholy ghost

2 we believe that men will be pun-
ished for their own sins and not for
admsadams transgression

3 we believe that through the atone-
ment of christ all mankind may be
saved by obedience to the laws and or-
dinancesdinances of the gospel

4 we believebelleve hat these ordinances are
first faith in the lord jesus christ
second repentance third baptism by
immersion for the remission of sins
fourth laying on of handsbands for the gift of
the holy lhost

5 we believe that a man must be called
of god bv prophecy and by the laying
on of hands by those who are in author-
ity to preach the gospel and administer
in the ordinances thereof

6 we believe in the same organization
that existed in the primitive church viz
apostles prophets pastors teachersteachers
evan elises etc

7 we believe in the gift of tongues
prprophecy revelation visions healing
ininterpretationetation of tongues etc I1

8 we believe the bible to be the word
of god as far as it is translated correctly
we also believe the book of mormon to
be the word of god

9 we believeall that god has revealed
all that he does now reveal and that he
will yet reveal many great and imimportant
things pertaining to the kingdom of
god

10 we believe in the literal gathering
of israel and in the restoration of the ten
tribes that zion will be built upon
this continent that will reireign1

persopersonallynall upon the earth and that Tthe
earth wwillI1 be renewed and receive its

isle glory
11 we claim the privilege of worship-

ing almighty god according to the dic-
tates of our conscience and allow all men
the same privilege let them worship how
where or what they may

12 we believe in being subjectto kings
presidents rulers and magistrates in
opeying honoring and sustaining the
law

1813 we believe in being honest true
chaste benevolent virtuous and in doing
good00 to all men indeed Wwe mayM sayththatR

lawewe follow the admonitiondon ofanautpaul
we believe all things we hohopeir allali

things we have endured many tthingsings
and hope to be able to endure all things
tfif there lais anything virtuousvirtuona or of
good report or praiseworthy we seek
after these things JOSEPH SMITH

I1 am eighty three yearsyeara old I1 ex-
pect before very long to meet my maker
and give account for my earthly acts
and words in view of this I1 testify
before god and all mankind that the
foregoing articles of faith and discip-
line are the true doctrines of our
church that god has established that
church by revelation audand has given
authority to his servants to adminis
its ordinances and that it will prevail
aagainst6 the errors and foforcesaces wwhichaich are
used for itsita destruction but its wea-
pons are not earnacarnal it claims no civil
authority it wields no political domin-
ation and it seeks no quarrel wwithith any
earthly government all menimen and all
nations are responsiblesible to the almighty
for their acts and with him I1 Aam wil-
ling to leave the issueismie between us and
our enemies and defamersdefamers

WILFORD WOODRUFF
president of the church of jesus

christ of latter day saintsblidt

ANTI MORMON REFUTED

LAKElaae CITY january 3181 1891

to aleura caben pembroke and
donnellan committee
the articles you submitted to me which
have appeared in the recent issue of the
illustrated journal printed in new york
and chicago are announced by that
journaldurnill to be the reply of thebrinonmormon people to that portion of the
lastarst message of the president of the
united states referring to the utah affairs
they are plausibly written and calcula-
ted to create a widespread impression
that the mormon people are about to
breakoutbreak out into open rebellion and that
life and property are in danger in utah
these articles will therefore have an
injurious effect on the prospect and wel-
fare of our territory

in my official report to the secretary
of the interior for 1889 1I said among
otheroher things concerning our territory
the climate is material

resources are unlimited and life and
property are perfectly tafeafe 11 I1 consider-
ed that statement true at that time analand

have sh
that it was and still isin true in 1890 in a
like report I1 took occasion to speak of
the resources and developments of the
territory and to predict an era of great
prosperity and the continuing prosperity
of the territory justifies all that I1 navehave
said

there is no part of the union in which
life and property are safer than in utah
and there is not the least danger of any
civil commotion or resort to violent con-
flict

I1 join with you and all good citizens in
protesting the justiceinjusticein donedoletoto the
people by the publication of the articles
referred to

ARTHURarthun L THOMAS
governor of utahutah

we fully concur in the above
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from our observation we are satisfied
that theretothere is not the slightest prospect of
a collision between any portion of the
peopleaple of utah and the united statesahethe laws are thoroughly enforced life
and property are as safe here as else-
where and an era of prosperity seems to
have begunbegan which promises much for
the future

ALVIN
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R 8 ROBERTSON

members of the utah commission
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