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OLD FOLRKS EXCURSION.

This was Old Folks' day:

glmple though they be, the abave
words have a mighty signlficance, and
brought to many good, 0ld, honest-
hedrted souls, a jJoy inexpressible, a
happlness almost boundless. Twenty-
three years ago Old Foiks’ day was !p-
augurated, and from that tlme until
the present, those who have borne the
burden and heat of the day have been
remembered, if not twice a year, once
at the very least. This year the La-
goon at Farmington was chosen for
the outing, and Davls county did her-
self proud In entertaining the tottering
gouls as they were landed at that beau-
tiful summer resort. As usual the
gtreet ralways conveyed the veterans
to and from the depot and the Salt
Lake and Ogden rallway, through the
courtesy of General Manager Simon
Bamberger, transferred the guests of
the day to and from the place of recre-
ation and enjoyment.

In appreciation of the invitation ex-
tended, and with a determination to
take full advantage of the opporiunity
afforded, the 01d Folks, our gray-
halred sires, together with their life-
long companions, could be seen wend-
ing thelr way to the Salt Lake & Ogden
depot, bright and early this morning.
The veterans were up with the lark,
and, assisted by able and willing hands,
prepared for a day of enjoyment, a day
yipon which they might join In their
annual reunion, renew old acquain-
tapces and grasp each others hands in
the friendship of years agone.

The committees, those whose names
are the very synonym of Old Folk’'s
gatherings, were also on hand in due
gseason, and did much in preparing and
arranging matters for the trip to Far-
mington. General Manager Bamberger
of the Salt Lake & Ogden rallway was
at his post In good time and directed the
rhaking up of the tralns and the loading
of passengers thereor.

Printed Instructions to the Old Folka
warned them of the departure of the
first train at 7:30 o'clock, but the hour
was' rathér early for the veterans and
it was 8:10 when the fidst traln, made
ufi of thirteen coaches, loaded to the
guards, pulied out of the depot, bound
for Farmington Lagoon. A careful es-
timate of those on board fixed the num-
ber at between 700 and 800. The rlde
was a delightful one, in the bracing air
and under the shadow of dispersing
clouds, Along the line, between the
stretch of eighteen miles Intervenlng,
could be seen numbers of the veterans,
some standing at gtations, and others,
who lived close to Farmﬁngton, making
thelr way to the resort in conveyances,
and all wearlng that look of cgntent-
ment and happiness which only such
days as that here mentioned is respon-
glble for. :

The run was made in just 50 minutes,
with not a jar or accident to mar the
pleasure of the trip. Arriving at La-
goon, O what a sight was there! It
was enough to make the bosom of the
most stald, disgruntled person, swell
with joy. But such were not among
the 0ld Folks, and if ome had seen the
expressions made manlfest at that
particular time, their joy wwould have
been unbounded, 30 pleasing was the
pleture.

No sooner had the train stopped at
Lagoon, 'than the Farmlngton band,
under the leadership of Fred Meadows,
struck up that oild famnliliar tune, Rob-
in Adalr. The boys had new instru-
ments and played it well. To give
beauty to the picbure, was a bevy of
eharming maldens, costumed in white,
with caps &0 match, the young ladles
representing a committee of wajtresses
from all the Tavis county wards, who
were there to do the 01d Folks' bid-
ding, in serving them with that which
sustains 1ife and tends Iin a great
measure to make Kt worth the lfving.

L Besldes the ladies there was a com-
mittee of young men to render aid,
For want of a better name they weroe
styled "general roustabouts” by a com-
mittee chairman from Bountiful,

The Davis county wards, having In
charge the entertalnment of the vet-
erams, had everything nlcely arranged
for a day’'s feasting. In the bowery
each was represented by its quota of
tables, the dining woom belng divided
into four sections. The southeast' cor-
ner was handled by residents of
Hooper and East and South Bountiful;
the southwest corner by Kaysville,
Iayton and West Layton; the north-
west corner by Farmington and Clin-
ton, and the southeast corner by Cen-
terville, Syracuse, West Bountiful and
South Weber.

The Davis county supervisory com-
mittee consisted of Mayor Walsh of
Farmington, chalrman; Mayor Willey
of Bountlful, Mayor Barnes of Kays-
ville, Wliliam Streeper of Centervllle
and Henry Moss of South Bountiful.
Under their able direction the tables
were all nleely arranged long before 12
o’clock, and here a scene tempting In
the extreme, was presented. Ewery
table groaned under its heavy load of
tasty delicacles, ineluding a splendid
supply of frult, plucked fresh from the
Davls county orchards. All assistants
knew thelr business and did it, so that
there was no room for complaint on
the score mentioned. A table occupy-
ing a central position was reserved for
the First Presidency and other dls-
tinguished guests of the day. This
was prepared with dlshes, cloths and
napkins by Mr. Bamberger, whose
generosity was much In evidence
through the day. It was the first time
Davis county had been given a chance
to entertaln the O1d Foiks and they did
It with & vim, energy and good-will
that was indeed gratifying.

Pending the ringing of the dinner
bell, the OId Folks strolled about the
pleasure grounds and took in all the
sights, expressing admiration as they
' went. Some remained in the danc.
Ing pavillon where that worthy veteran
George Goddard was in charge and as
master of ceremonies, wound out guite
an interesting program. Here was
singlng by the 0ld Folks' cholr under
the leadershlp of W. C. Foster, prayer
by Brother Goddard, an address by
Father Longmore of Ml Creek, and
remarks by Brother Goddard remin-
iscent of the first excursion given to
the 0ld Folks, 23 years ago, and called
an 0ld Folks' Raliroad and Steamboat
Excursion. Then Elder Goddard sang
his favorite song, Hard Times, aml
all assembled jolned In the chorus.
This was followed by a humorous read-
Ing, The Lost Dog, by Ell H. Peirce,
apnd a song, Tomorrow, by Brother
Beer, over 80 vears of age  Then
there was music by the 0ld Folks'
orchestra, a recitatlon by Theodore
Curtis and several selectlons by the
Farmington, Bountiful and Kaysvilie
bands, consclidated, the leaders of the
two latter belng & Mr. White and Jo-
s€ ph Jarman respectively,

Before noon three trains, loaded down
with the precious souls of the day had
rolled Into the resort, the attendance
being something like 2,500. On the sec-
ond train, which arrived at 10:30, was
Presldent Lorenzo Snow and Elder
Charles W. Penrose, and it was expect-
ed that in the afternoon Presldents
Wliford Woodruff and Joseph F. Smith,
it not President George Q, Cannon also,
wiould joln the veterans in thelr annual
outing.

It need scarcely be said that the trip

was one of the most enjoyable ever
entered into by the 0ld Folks. They

'came from Davis, Salt Lake and Utsh
! counties and the outing seemed to act

as an elixir of life, so young dld most
of them appear to be, The red badge
indieating over 70 vears, was the most
in evidence, although the blue was

worn by guite a number, this color
representing those over 80 years of age.
The white badge, Indicating four score
and ten, could also be seen here and
there In the vast assemblage.

Too much praise cannot be given to
those who lent asslstance. The 0Old
Folks look upon them as thelr frlends,
and the friendship of such veterans isa
worth a great deal. May they live
long to enjoy numerous such occa-
sions.

A FPOLYNEKSIAN REUNION.

The third annuat re-union of the Po-
Iynesian Island missionaries and their
friends was held at Calder's park, omn
Thursday, July 7, 1888.

Early in the morning the Rapid
Transgit cars were loaded with visitora
and in the afternoon over 2,000 people
were assembled at the park. The ta-
blea for picnle were arranged In
groups, and Elders wilth their families:
and friends lunched near their re.
spective headquarters. The grounds
were decorated with bunting and fiags,
the New Zealand and Hawaijan fiags
belng comsplcuous. A large pumber of
native Hawailians from 3kull Valley
were present, and [n view of the annex-
ation of the Sandwich Islands, each
native received a small American flag,
and these were proudly worn as badges
by the Hawallans, Men, women and
phildren eagerly called for the Stara
and Stripes and exultingly exclaimed,
"We are Americans now.” .

At 3 o‘cloek In the afternoon, from
1,600 to 2,000 people erowded Into ths
pavilion to witness the unique program,
o0 characteristic of these popular re~
unions. The pavilion was appropri-
ately decorated with national bunting,
and on each side of the stand were the
Stars and Stripes, in the center of
which hung the Hawalian flag.

On the stand, durlng the exercises,
wera Presldents Wilford Woodruft,
George Q- Cannon, Joseph F. Smith,
Apogtles Brigham Young., F. M. Ly-
man, John H. Smith, Heber J. Grant,
Amton H. Lund, A. 0. Woodruff, Presa-
idents J.Golden Kimballi and Angus M.
Cannon, also the general ocommittee
and natives and Elders.

Chalrman John T. Calne called the
assemblage to order and an overture
was rendered by the band. The audi-
ence joined in singing, after which
prayer wag offered by Elder B. God-
dard. The chairman extended a wel-
come to all present and especlally to
those who had come long distances to
renew old aequaintanceships formed
in distant lands. Since the last reun-
jon, a valued and beloved member of
the general committee, President Will-
llam Paxman, had pasSed away, but a
hope was expressed that in the grand
reunion behind the vail all may have
the privilege of meeting our late fellow
worker.

A brlef sketch of the openlng of the
several Polyneslan missions was read
by Elder Andrew Jensen, who recently
made a tour of the missions. The paper
contained important data, and was
listened to with marked attention.
Space will not permit its publicatlon
with this report, but the article will
appear in a subsequent Issue of the
“News,"

The program from the Soclety Islands
group was introduced by Elder James
8. Brown, and consisted of an exceed-
ingly reallstic Market Scene In Papeete.

number of veturned missionaries
dressed In natlve costume, seated
themselves in a circle éfferlng baskets
of coeanuts, bananas, otanges, limes,
melons, ete., for sale. Elders unac-
quainted with the language endeavored
to purchase fruit, and upon receiving
from the strangers more money than
usual for thelr products, the natlves
enll for drinks, and spend thelr tlme
in carousing, singing, ete. Subsequently
an Elder appears and exhorts them,and



