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LAWLESS obstruction AT
THE POLLS

THE obstructions interposed to pre-
vent alfreefree expression of the popular
hiiwul at the pollsjolls in brigham city on
mondayAtonday ought to be promptly treated
as the law directs there can be no
qquestion that the intent of the persons
who interrupted voters on that occa-
sion was to prevent the polling of as
many peoples votes as
to eotaestablishblish a precedent as to the kind
of challenges that might be allowed
and there can be no doubt that chal
fenaes were permitted that were un-
lawful and that amounted to a dis-
turbanceturbance of the election and an inter-
ferenceitarence with the free exercise of the
elective franchise

we pass bbj consideration of the
character of07 the creature who
I1abed as tool forfoi the leaguersX-II1I1 t has uunlawful work of ob

tion thatbat will keep for a future
occasionoccasion let usins lookyatlook at the nature of

t the challenges the utah commis-
sioners who sent instructions to the
judges of election titat brigham city
called their attention to the provisions
of the utah statutes allowing chal-
lenges at the polls and gave as their
opinion that

the I1

jjudgesd es of elert loa on a chal-
lengelenge bagbeine lademade itat the polls may in-
terrogateterrogate the voter under aatu to be
administered bby the presiding
judge and maymat propound

I1 to
himialm orally such pertinent
questions as are reasonably calculated
to determine whether or not he Is a
qualified voter under the laws of utah
and the lawslawa of the united states fix-
ing tthee1 qualification ofaofj voters in this
herrlterritoryory ll11

this Is as they must adamita stretch
of authority which cannot be justified
by the langulanguagegge of any lawjaw either orof
the territory or of the united states
the challenges permitted by the territ-
orial laws are to be allowed to any
qualified voter and decided by the
judges there ioia nothing in the law
that authorizes oral catechization by
the election judges in that capacity or
the administration of any oathoat
as to such challenges the only oath
that is now lawful as a qualification
foror voters is that provided in the act
oflog congressCoT

congressgress just passed we are
aware hat the utahbutali commissioners
have tried their handsbands at manufactur-
ing illegal oaths for elections and we
are also aware as they must bethoughtbe though
they do not seem tote be abashed at the
knowledge that the supreme court of
the united states sat down upon them
with emphasis for their illegal and pre-
sumptions doings

y the utah statutes relied on for the
right to challenge are these

challenges shall be allowed at the
polls for cause by any qualified voter
and tilethe judge of election shall hear anaand
immediately decide upon any challenge
that may be made compiled laws
p 87

we will not raise the question as to
athethe repeal af this provision butbat treattread

it as existing the election law of
1878 which itis undoubtedly in forceprovidesin section thirteen that the
ballot offered by a kotershallvotvoterershallahall be placed
in the box

on the name of the proposed voter
beingbelaj found on the registry list and
on all challenges to such vote being
decided in favor of such voterr there Isfg no provision for catechi zina
the voter norgor administering any oath
in Fregarde ard to the challenge that maymaybebe
0offeredrd by a qualified voter and ordin
ary sense wwib see that it iss imimproperproper

f that the jjudge4 lie should be at once the
challenger and objector imdand the official

0 o decide thee questions inan dispute
thee aci 9 congressfongress provides the oath
no other can beae lawfully administered
as a condition to voting any other isis4 an imposition and an obstruction un
less it be interposed for alleged
bribery I1

ut suppose that the judge 624 elec
b tion isas authorized to challengeu voter

aswellwwellasas sit as judge of bis own chal
tage what mustbaust oebe the ground of

cchallengeal lenge none mattirmatter by whom inter
posedclosed thelahthe law tays it mustmost be for
cause 11 what cause why forlegal
cause what then are the
legal that may bebealal
lebed i grounds for challenge the
tio w law says

go person shall toebe entitled to yotevote
Y election in saldsaid territory or be

Chcapablepable of6 3ury service or holdhol any
office of trust or emolument in ialbaid
territory Whwho shalloshall not have taken the

t or aforesaidNo person
who shall have bienbeen of any

a primp ader this under the act of
approved march

22 or who shall be a polygamist
or0 caprwiio shall associate or cohabit

with persons odtheof the otherether
sex shall be entitled to vote in any
eelectione action in said territory or bbepl cacapa-
ble

a
of I1juryury service or to hold zianyy oce

ofbf trust or emolument in said territ-ory 11

1 11 I1

the only lawful challengechallene thenthea must
be in reference to foregoingthe A
voter maybemay be challenged who has not
taken the oath provided or who is a
polygamist or who associates or co-
habitsobits with persons of
the other sex or who has been con-
victed of any crime under the edmunds
actactoror the latest amendment to it1 or
who Is guilaf otof giving or taking a
bribe affecting the election but here
are some of the chelchallengeslenges presented
and allowed aybyy the I1judges otof elecelectiontiou
at brigham city for refusing to an-
swer which under oath voters who
hadbad subscribed to the oathoal prescribed
bby law were denied the exercise of theelectiveelective franchise I1

1I you have justj takentakenanan oath to
support the constitution of the united
statesscales audand obey the laws thereof

i 2 yon mean to say you will obey
the constitution and laws as interpre-
ted by the legally constituted courts of
thegovegovernment or in other words
where the decisions of the courts come
in conflict as regards these crimescrimes
with the instructions or laws of your
organization chieh would you obeybobiy

3 are you a member of any organiza-
tion whose laws revelations or in-
structions you would obey before you
would the laws of the united states as
against the crimes of bigamy and
polygamy

4 do you now regard as binding
upon your honor or conscience any
oath that youvou have formerly taken that
is in conflictcOn flitt with the one to which you
have I1just sworn and subscribed

5 are you a member of unynv society
or organization whose pretended reve-
lations from god would influence you
to committiecommit the crimes of bigamy or
Bily gamy

states
as against the laws olof the

the whole of this catechization with
the oath required to be taken in rela-
tion to it was unlawful and designed
to disturb the election members of
the peoples partypart hadbad as much right
to challenge the chief disturber on
that occasion as to his violaviolationstiong of
law and decency in davisdavia countyJou nty or to
hisbis membership in the half dollarleague or to his connection with se-
cret societies pledged toworuto work for the
destruction of a religious organization
the law has provisions for thetae protec-
tion of the legal voters antland they should
be enforced in this instance section
28 of the election ialaw of 1878 provides

anyamy person who shall disturb or be
guilty of any riotous conduct at any
election1 q action in this territory or who shall
disturb or interfere with the canvass-
ing of the votes or interfere with the
making of the returns or who shall
interfere with any voter in the free exer-
cise of the elective shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor

the words we have put in em-
phasize the breach of the law commit-
ted by those who interposed sadand per-
mitted the unlawful chalchallenging onchallenginglenlingmonday the judges of ejectionon are
required to take an oath

that they williu studiously endeavor
to prevent any fraud deceit or abuse
at any election over which they may
preside I1 of 1878 section
9

the same law provides in section 26
that

any person who having n
upon anhofany of the offices or duties

provided for in this act shall wilfully
tailfail or neglect to perform any of the
duties required of such officer or per-
son shall be deemed guilty of a41 felony I1

ard on conviction thereof shall be
punished by a fine not exceeding thelie
sum of one thousand dollars or beeimim-
prisonededingsoned in the penitentiary not ex-
ceeding two years 11

that the judges of election at brig-
ham city who permitted the abuse
in that disturbance andaad interference
with the free exercise of the elective
frapfranchisechIse on monday rendered them-
selves liable to the penalties of the
law iest be evident to every impar-
tial person who considers wehd mat-
ter

wewe nowow asaskk the utah commission-
ers who went to brigham city as is
stated to supervise the election
which they hadbad no more right to do
than a ccouple of strangers whether
they think it Is proper and prudent for
them to connive at such proceedings
as obstructed a full and free voteveto on
mondayAOn day Is not the lawIs severe
enough to suit anem if congress
would not permit in the test oath for
voters such provisions as wowould41 d
trench on a voters belief or member-
ship in a church why should the utah
commission md and countenance the
interposition otof tests in addition
to sudond outside of the law

this matter can soon be settled bby
their influence without a resort to liti-
gation that may not reflect any great
credit on their course although they
have no legal authority to sit toin judg-
ment on such matters yetet they have
assumed to instruct tthee judges of
election whom they are authorized to
appoint in rerelationlatton to their duties
and a word from them will be received
by their appointees and prevent a rep-
etition of the improper andaad unlawful
proceedings which obstructed the
brigham city election will thethey speak
that word or must the whole matter
bpbe ventilated audand complaints be for-
warded to the highest executive au-
thoritytho rity as well as suits be planted in
defence of the rights of citizens who
are willing to comply with the law

but not to submit to lawless interfer-
ence with their legal rights

we think the leading men of the
peoples party should takelake immediate
steps to determine this question toeane
rightsonrightsright of voters must be maintained
it the utah commissioners intend to
stand uup lorfor Islair and free and lawful
eelectionsbons and throwraw their influence on
the side of aw and order and against
obstruction and undue interference it
should be known if they purpose
aidauaidingteseand abetting such proceedings
as those of monday that occurred
under their ownon notice it is time that
this should be understood and neces-
sary measures be taken at once to cor

the evil anyhow it is the duty
and should be the purpose of every
true and active member of toothe peoples
party to unite for the vindication oflot
the rights of citizens against the law-
less and impudent obstruction which
is part of the of their
egeenemiesmies take time by the forelock
androveand move in the right directdirectionibn with-
out delay

WARD BEECHER AT
RESTBEST

AFTER a long life in which
and tempests temptations and trials
hopelandhopeshope landsand disappointments calms and
storms havehare alternated but rounded
at last with the full fruition of an eex-
perience

X

perience given up to study research
calculation and investigationD henry
ward beecher has surrendered back to
earth the body which she gave him
while hisbis superior and more glowing
part hashaft gone to the infinite beyond

henry ward beecher was born at
litchfield connecticut in the year
1813 and was therefore about 74 years
of age he graduated at amherstamberst
College Massachusetts and at an early
age was promoted to iaa in
indiana his brilliant rhetoric and
magnetic presence soon earned fforor him
wide distinction and after two yyearsears
service he was called to the pulpit of
plymouth church brooklyn a posi-
tion which he held without preter-
mission to thilthib the day of his death

As a divine he was noted for a
greater breadth of view andadd liberality
of sentiment than a strict construction
of the code of his church presbyter-
ian congregationalist would permit
in fact it is pretty well understood
that but for the fact that through hisbis
innate genius and his great attainments
he led his flock instead of their lead-
ing him he would have been sub-
jected to at least examinations
on the charge of heresy of late years
he became so extremeextremely ahal that it
was a serious question waher or not
he had ripened intohito actual
dexy certainly hebe became an open and
aavowedv owed tomesome ol01 his infi-
del admirers even claiming him as one
of their own and showing what they
considered proof of material-
istic views as well11 he was
very acquisitive waa combat-
ive and not by lanyany means an an-
choritech he loved society particularly
the female portion of it and his free-
dom of conduct and unrestrained ex-
pressionspres and setsacts in the presence olof
nishis lady parishioners and others often
led him intointa troublous controversies
once into a serious difficulty which
requited the powerful influence of ply-
mouth charen and the strongest array
of legal talent obtainable in the unitedunitestates to extricate him from

whenwhencethe war oftie rebellionrebellions 1 broke
out he placed hihimself unequivocally
on the side of the union and remained
there throughout jnin politics he was
a devout republican until the candi-dacy of grover cleveland when he
shuntedshuffled off the political coil that bound
him and became a damdemocrat0crat at least
he took the most advanced

or middle ground and died a
staunch Lsupporter of the president and
hisais party

As a professedsied christian beechelbeeches
was one of the most tolerant of men
finding no fault with anyone because of
differences of opinion and willing to
give to every doctrine and every prin-
ciple the most indulgentindulgelat consideration
making due allowance for the weaknessheakne88
of others because fully conscious of0f
the fact thatthat he hd some of his own
except as to some points of discip-
line and routine his doctrine might
be brieflyl summed up as the uni-
versal fatherhood of and the uni-
versal brotherhood of man 1 still he
was not so indulgent in relation to the
practical and material affairs of men
as in the mere matter of abstract
faith hisbis idea was that we occupy
grades and conditions by nature justj
as all animals do that some were born
thtb be hewers of wood and draw-
ers of water while it was the
destiny of others to roam lain
the verdant pastures of plenty
andi luxury with authority in their mien
and power in their action that this
was an unendingunendina state of things while
life lasted I1 hudand that the laborer while
worthy of his hire should be satisfied
with it and make no complaint

it was as an orator that beecher was
preeminentpre eminent he wan- as vivid as
G rattangrattan as logical as burke as patri-
otic

1

as emmett as emotional as pat-
rick henry as scathing as walpole
and as methodical as our great
webster he could depict a
circumstance or an incident
with the lifelikelife like impressiveness of an
artist and after presenting its varied
phases would select some especially
beautiful or particularly obnoxious
feature in it to apostrophize in order
that the lights and shades of the

maguder might be darker or lighter as
the occasion demanded for example
he would picture the utter depravity of
the seducer the man who tramples
upon the most sacred instincts
of0 our nature to gratify the
most depraved appetite and after im-
paling him upon the lance of his in
imitable denunciation and holding him
forth for the execration of mankind
would conclude like a veritable lodgejudge
pronouncing judgmentj ndament when t read
of such things I1 thank god that there
is a judgment and that there is a hellibelli 11

beecher made use of this very language
many years ago but as an evi-
dence that he either progressed
or retrograded inIII the scscaleale of ortho-
doxy it is only necessary to refer to hisbis
more recent convictions or at least
utterances in which hebe discards the
idea of a physical hellbell altogether sub-
stitutingsti a state of temporary
mental anxiety

forthefor the year following the tilton
episode beecher received one of the
largest ifU not the largest salaries ever
paid to any clergyman for hisbis ser
vices as such alone in modern times
being with a long summer
vacation he lately paid a visit to
england andwas everywhere received
with the greatest distinction while
his presence was not the cause of such
grand ovations gsas characterized ththee
visit of his sister mrs harriet
beecher stowe a quarter of a century
agone was fully atias profoundlyprof greeted
and by greater and moremare thinking peo-
ple nishis reception being a great com-
pliment to himself and the country he
representedresentedreghee has gone at last with his weight
of honors and his spanapan of years ac-
complishedcomplis hed let us hope that afteraf ter
lifes fitful fever liehe sleeps well

A NORTHERN ll11LIGHTGMT

THE case of P N peterson examined
before C 0 Goodgoodwinwint a united states
commissioner for the first judicial
district located in cache county ex-
hibits a detectabledelectable piece of judicial
wisdom onthe part of that ffunctionaryunctionary
it will be observed by the statement of
the proceedings as reproduced feamiram
the utah journal that the only wit-
nesses examined were the defendant
himself and his legal wife the evi-
dencedence showed that the accused land
his plural wife had not asso-
ciated in the marriage relation
for eight years the illustrious
magistrate however asserted tthath t
the district courts bad held that tthehe
mere acknowledgment of the existence
of the relationship independent of
conduct was sufficient to constitute
the offense of unlawful cohabitation
while those courts hhaveave sailed as close
as possible to that theory they have
not quite adopted it this leaves us to
the choice of two conclusions that
united states commissioner good-
wins skull is ol01 such unusual thick-
ness as to render it impossible for what
little brain be may possess to be
reached by a correct comprehension otof
the practice of the courts or he is do-
ter

de-
terminedtermined to keep up the industry of
leefee manufacture jAtberwise hebe
may obebe inspire dIF with a de
sire to give his former brethren
as much annoyance as possible as is
not infrequently the case with men who
formerly bore strong and vehement
testimonyuy to the truth of mormon-
ism to latterly seek to tear down
what they had been exerting them-
selvesbeives to build up

As a writer of latter day saint
hymns to such titles as our prophet
brinham younsyoung goodwin was not
witwithoutbout some element of success but
as a U 8 commissioner hebe tois a very
notornotorious and conspicuous failure I1

TO DOWN TRODDEN
WOMEN OPOF UTAH ai 1

THE downdowntroddentrodden women off utah
should duly appreciate the effareffortsu of
their pretended redeemers from an
I1 oppression I1 which they did not feel
and from a bondage of which they were
unaware the firstant active measure in
ththeirair behalf was the endeavor nearly
twenty yearsyearsagoago to induce congress
to give them the elective franchise it
was agreed that this would be the
most effectualeffect oal means of rescuing them
from the thralldom in which it wabwas al-
leged they were bound it would be a
weapon placed in their own hands by
which they could sever the bonds of01
polygamy and escape bom the toils of

mormonism
the franchise was bestowed upon

themtheca not by congress however butbat
by the legislative assembly of atahutah
many of the members of which were
practical supporters of plural marriage
and among thosechose who were said to
have kept the women in subjection
almost as soon as the women began to
vote a howl was raised against their
holding the ballot from the very people
who at first advised it for it was
discovered that the women voters of
utah usually cast their ballots on the
same side as their husbands and fath-
ers and brothers nothing was gained
by the enemies of 8 mormonism and
nothing lost by I1its friends through
woman suffrage in this territory

ththenan it was claimed that the reason
why the mormon12 women voted with

the mormon raeninea and wbwhyy all of
them voted cafeant way wiswas bbe-
cause they were in bondage to the
priesthood and by the system otof
marked ballots their votes could be

dodiscoveredvered and dissenters intimidated
that system was adopted from some
of the states because it was the best
and most direct way of preventing
frauds at the polls butbat in conse-
quence of the outcry against it the
marked ballot system was abolished
root and branch and a registration
law was enacted providing for
strictly secret ballot enclosed
in anaa envelope unmarked and
impossible of identification but the
objectors did not want a registration
law that effectually prevented election
corruptionscorrupt ions and so that soon became
as much an object of denunciation as
the marked ballot

then the woman vote of utah ap-
pearedeared to be just the same as before
tfff the women were in bondage they
seemed to glory in their chaluschains they
appeared to prefer the supposed
thralldom of polygamy to the mono

liberty of the world with its
license and corruptionscorrupt ions stillsim the cry
was rasraiseded by those who knew of its
impossibilitythp0 sib 11 I1 t that the women were

d inintoL voting as they were
commanded butbat this becoming
too transparent indand absurd thetb
women were declared to bewersebe worse than
the men and some means it waswail
claimed must be adopted to save the

mormon women from their sellself
inflicted degradation and this salva-
tion was to oene the deprivation of their
right to vote to give them liberty
their liberties were to be fakenaken away
from them to elevate them in soci-
ety they were to be placed on a politic
catcal level with paupershauperspaupers idiots and
felons to advance them as citizens
they were to hebe thrust back into politi-
cal nonentity they were to be helped
by robbing them ta make them rea-
lize their alleged bondabondagegei they were
to be summarilymarily franchiseddisfranchiseddis without
a trial and relegated to the position of
political serfdom

this has been done to the women of
utah by the philanthropistsphila and
statesmenstat esme of this republic who
any mare feenieoihien than totolaf tike a bet of
fools of themselves and to vindicate
the cause of freedom for mormonoulI
women by smiting fromfr their hands a
free and secret ballot the very sipsign
and token of liberty the world overl
tuetoe disfranchised women of utah
ought to be very proudroud of their de

and a vote of

thanks to every doughbeaded con-
gressman who basbae been fooled iby the
adventurers in this territory who
hated woman suffrage because the
women would not vote them into of-
fice

the restoration of the lowerdower too
which ostensibly looks in the directiondiric tion
of womanscomans benefit was designed to
wark injuryin ary andadddegradation to a large
number of the women otol this terri
toryto its object isia to prevent tathatat pro-
visionviala for plural wives and their chil-
dren which every true man wouldwo aid de-
sire to make who liedhad incurred those
responsibilities to raise the down-
trodden plural wives of utah a lawlair
Is enacted by which their hashusbandsbands
awillwill be hampered and hindered in the
just division of property for the benefit
of all and the plural wives and chil
aft at his decease be left
daf in theahe cald thisthis with
the section in faehe anewnew law in
relation to illegitimate children ihdeis de-
signed to rescue plural wives and their
families by making paupershaupers of them
what admiration and esteem all plur-
al wives and their offspring mustmast feel
or their benevolent I1 regenerators I1

another proof of the tender regard
that the highly poltehed and chris-
tian deliverers of MomormonIrmon women
feel for the objects of their charityis the
ultimatum offered to theirthear husbands
by the cocourt sand others as a
tionlion of trefreedomedorn from prison and spoli-
ation no Mormon convicted under
the edmunds law need go to jail or
be mulctedmulched in money lorfor fines and
fees 4 if he mill castcase off the plural
families that are bound to him
by as sacred ties as can be made
by mortals shun the plural wives
thatanat have been faithful under every
circumstance of trial and hardship
through adversity landand in prosperity
avoid them as itif they herje vipers
never re recognizecognize them in public or iniii

sivateprivate keepbeep awayawse from them ansickin sick
ess and in sorrow treatareat them worse

than the most loathsome strangerstraneer and
outcast or pains and penalties will be

inflicted upon you while life shall lastlask
as often as youcanyou can be caught in getsacts
that have even the appearance otof the
slightest casual association such in
effect is the ruling of the courts
plural wives and all ladies who have
human sympathy get down on your
knees andalid worship these doubty
deliverers of the downdowil trodden women
of utah I1 I1

11 to force us into their nwnarrow co-
ntracted and ungodly social customscustomfi
with all the corruptionscorrupt ions suckand vices that
are their concomitants teiei
hypocrites in official and religious cir-
cles would disrupt homes
ruin quiet families plant disdiscordcordanaand

strife where harmony prevails rend
fond hearts asunder dishonor as no-
ble women asap ever god made hadand RMave
to be companionscompall ioni to man cast lonely
children into destitution create se-
lfishnessfish ness in hearts that now desire fair
ness and I1noticejustice toward sisters of the
same household tempt weakeak women
to escape personal affliction by
practisingpracticing the most devillahdevilish cru-
elty to dependent womenW and
to crown all rob all women oft a

tarri A eoe 1 htit in
order to iiiibooy

1 h lowloree


