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OLD YEAR AND NEW.,

To HUN over the great events in
detall that lave transpired in 1888
would require many mssive vol-
umes.  All that ean be done in a
few brief words ls to grosp the
penernl aspectof that divislonof time.

There 1s one thing with which it is
fmpossible for the Latter-day Sainta
to avold being struck—that the
shaping of all human affiirs denotes
that we are indced lving in the
latter days, and thal the prophetic
gift must have restod upon the
Prophet Joscph Smith to a matvel-
ous degree. There 18 not a general
or speein] phoae of society whieh he
did not specificatly refer to as a con-
dition not far remote from the thne
the prediction relating $o It was ut-
tered. These o©vents constitute
indicators directed to the consumma-
intion of atill grenter changes which
are to preecde the coming of the Lord,

Among these conditions are the
preparation of the uations for o gi-
gantic coming struggle; “rumors of
war,?? which are the precursors of
che actuality; offensive and defens-
ive organizations in civil socicty, ful-
fAlling the prediction in the Book of
Mormon concernlng the develop-
ment in the latter days of “a great
division among the people;?’ secret
combinations whose aim s the de-
struction of the social fabric as a
whole, including wholesale murder
in their modes of operation; the
growing disposition toward violent
Jawlessness and ¢rimes of the most
blood curdling atrocity and barbar
ity; the incipient outeroppings in
thia country which forebode n com-
ing war of races; destructions on the
sen and phenomenal and disastrous
battles of the elements on land; the
tendency of vaulting ambition to
override the commonest rights of
humanity, and many other sinister
elemcents that are sapping the found-
atlons and testing the stabillty of
human institutions.

It may be that we gre linble to be
deemed persimistically inelined by
alludlog to the eloudy pertion of the
pessing year, ssociated with n pros-
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* | multitudes of people and may por-

pective glanee no less heavy. We THE NEW WEEKLY.

are not alone in sueh refloctions, _—
The nature of currentevents iscaus-| HEREAFTER the contents of the

ing deep concern in the minds of | PESERET WEEKLY will comprire
hosts of thinking people throughout | materiais that appear in the daily,
the world. But while much has | from which the most appropriate
huppencd during (he past year that and iinportant will be selected, omit-

.| has inflicted unteld misery upon | ting articles that are of less moment.

The reinainder of the space will be
filled with original articles by well
known writers of ability and exper-
jence., We hope also to regeive

tend woes still deoper and inore ex-
tensive in the near future, there has
beon much for which to render
thanks and praise to the Giver of | contributions from those  who
all good, Indeed, It I8 a ques-|can wield a pen but are not at pres-
tion whether the most calamit-| ent known in the literary field.

ous events should cause those| We hereby invite our friends to
who are honestly sceking to pursue n | contriinite to this publication, which
godly eourse to be dsspondunt, Thesc | will not only embrace articles upon
conditlons indieate the nearness of | politics, religious principles and eur-
the bright and glorious eru shich | rent events, but likewise be open to
will dawn upon the world, and in |statements concerning ex hibitions
one sense siould lead the righteous | and manifestations ot the power of
to rujoice because of the approach of | God, snswers to prayer and other
their redemption. The Lutter-day | matters that tend to strengthen the

Haints have specinl reasons for re-
jolcing in many respects. By falth
they can seo beyond the -larkness of
the night the dawn of the coming
day. Some of the brethren who have
borne the heat and burden of the day
have passed to their rest in the pura-
dise of God, where they co-operate in
the work of redemption with the
vigible Chureh on earth. Many have
been enst into prison, and still lin-
guish there; others are in exile.

While these and other eircum-
gtances have discomforted and dis-
turbed the people, the blessings of
the Lord lnve been plentiful in
many respects. Among them has
been n geoeral time of prosperty,
while fadth is being inereased byiex-
perlence. Abroad the Gospel has
gprend with remuarkable potency, es-
peelnlly among the “lost shoep of
the House of Israel,?” on the islamls
of the sen. And the Saints may
take this comforting assurance home
to their hearte—that whatever hap-
pens, at home or abroad, of a general
character, will conduce to the estab-
lishment of God’s truth on warth,
however contrary the aspect of this
proposition may appenr at the time
of the occurrence, for the “‘work of
the Father?’ 18 about to begin among
'nll nations to prepare the way for
' the redemption of Tarael,

While we can look back upon 1888
an one of the most wonderful yeats in |
the history of our planet, there is
good ground for anticipating that ltﬂl
suceessor will not be one whit behind
it in that respect. We live in o re-|
markable time, and ¢venta are about
to hnppen that will eause the ears ol'l
the Inhabitants of enrth to tingle,
The righteous will take theHoly Spir-
it for their guide, and not be moved. |

faith of the Sainta and cause them
to svek r the spiritual as well
as the temporal things of the
work of the Lerd. Narratives of
gtriking incidents of missionary ex-
pericnce will also find their way
into the colunius of the new weekly,
and wo hope that this invitation to
our friends to forward contiibutions
in the lines herein defined will not
go unheeded.

Wwe announced the other day that
an “answers to correspondents,’
depnrtment would also he opened,
and that we would do our best to
render it ns Interesting as  practi-
eable. This wlll not be feasible,how-
ever, unless we are plied with ques-
tions of n proper kin 1.

One excellent feature connected
with our new periodieal Ie that Its
gize and shape will admit of its be-
ing bound, and preserved as a part
of the private libraries of subscrib-
ers, Thus they will have within
easy reach a work of refervnce in
relation to the history of the times in
which we live that will be bayond
price.

We request our agents and friends
everywhere to do us the kindness
not only to®subscribe themselves,
but to use their influence to induce
others to do the same. The price is
the same as for the old weekly edi-
tion, now defunct—3%2.60 a year.

b

THE POPE'S ENCYCLICAL.

FroM the lofty position which the
Pope of Rome occupies ns the head
of one of the most extenslve relig-
ious orgamizations on carth, he is
able to obtain a comprehensive view
of what is taking place in the world,
and of ita guneral condition. That



