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I1 did not expect to be called upon to address
youyon jIlis afternoon but I1 always feel ready to
speak of the things pertaining to theafie kingdom

11
of god whenever I1 am called jionuponupon

I1

I1 Br Kimball said he would like to hear me saylay
something about the RIGHTS of 1 SM
the rights of mormonism are BOso varied and
extensive that it would be very difficult to speak
of therallthemall in one discourse

we have the right to live that is 1mor-
monismi 1

weave leavelave the rightri
11ht to eat and drink andan to

pursue that course that we mavmaymay think proper Sso
long arweas we do not interfere eiithwith other persons
nightsrights
hwe

weowe have a right to live free and unmolested
tand there is no law human or divine that right-

fully has a nightright ifi you plaseplease to intinterfereerfere wwithith i

us
i julestbiestblest the bread

we have a right to think and we have a right
JPaterjeftereter we have thought to express our thoughts
and to write them and to publish them we
possess as many rights and as much liberty inin

i

relation to this as any other persons and there isis
no law human or divine that callcan rightfully rob

4 usits of those liberties nor trample upon our rights
we have a right to worship godgott according to

fheibe dictates of our own conscience and non0 man
fe Iflegallygally in this land has aarightright tto0 interfere wiswitwithth
f us for so doing

we have a rirightht to believe in andarid practice as
we please in relation to matrimony we have a
right to choose whetherchethr we will have one wife
or twenty and there is no lawew of the land that
catu legally interfere with us neither is there a I1

panmanxan that I1 have met witwith that professed to be a
man at all that can say that wearewe are acting illegal
y

we have a right to secure the favor of god
and we have rights as the citizens of fhehe kin-gdomdojadoj a of01 god

we have rights upon earth and we have rights
in heaven we havehaye rights

11 that affect usandus ond our
posterity and progenitors worlds without end

61 and they are rights that no manmail can interfere
L with 1

1

we have a right to our own governor as br
kimballJimlim ballbali says we have a right to our own judges
wed have a right to make our oaliown laws and to re

1 eulate our own affairs
these are some of the rights that belong to us

but when you come to talk about rights theygey are
so various complicated and extensive that it is
difficult without reflection to enumerate them
they exist with us here and all around usits and
they are rights that affect us our progenitors and
posterity worlds without end

butiubutin reregardard to some of thetha things witwithth which
rewe are moremore intimately connected we have our
individual our social and political rights so farto
as existing here as a people is concernedconcer neuneo I1 do

natnot know but that you will think that I1 am for
oticstickingkinghing to mymy text pretty well however I1 willwll try
as well as I1 cancaban to do justice to it

ifit we look at the very foundation of govern
ment wenye may inquire how were governments

1 formed who organized them and whence did
they obtain their power it is a subject for
deep thought and reflection and oneona that vervveryvery
few have understood nor is it very easy to dde-
fine definitely the rights of man politically socially
and nationally

now I1 will suppose therethe was no government
in tiietha wormworyworld but that wew were thrown right back
into thathe primitive state and that we had to form
a government to regulate ourselves what would
be the position why the strong man would
intrude upon the weak evenoven aaas a strong animal
intrudes upon a weaker taking from it its rights
for that is a natural animal propensity that exists
in all creatures as well as in man

how was society organized 7 upon natural
principles I1 am not now speaking about god
and hisbis government but upon the aghtarights of man
if there were a few bullesbullies iain the land and
wwe had to organize a government anew the peo-
ple would combine to protect themselves against

C them tottolto protect themselves against those who
hadbad injured them that would rob them of their
I1labor ofbf their cattlecattie of their grain or of auyany-
thingth I1 they migmightlit havellave

whathat would be the result of this course it
would be thatthata a combination would exist that
would organize to protect ththam relves that the
weak might be protected iain his rights that tiietile
feeble might not be trampled under foot this
would be the natural construction and
tion of society

veryveri well when society became large and ex-
tensive and could not convene iain a genelgenetgeneralal assem-
bly to represent themselves they would bendband their
representatives who would combine to represent
their interests by delegation or proxy

who would those individuals represent they
would represent thetiia parties of that neighborhood
of that state of that county or district of country
that sent them would they not

and what would you think of thosethosa menmem that
were sent if they attempted to rule over tlbossthosa
who sent them why you would say comebackcomecoma back

s here you rascals and we will send others we
sent you to represent us and now you are com-
bining to put your feet upon our necks

this has been the case ever since governments
were organized and hence have arisenarisen governors
langsandkinLingsand emperors they have generally con-
trived to get the rainsreins of0 power into their own
handsminds and through the cunningdunning of priest craft
andalid kiohinkimg craft they have generallygenerellygenerallydlly managed tptaj
bring thathe people under their feet and 0foo trampe
uiup tloa their rights i

such has been the anse in the actions of europe
andasiaandard asiaasla it is in fact the history world

13by what right havohava any kings obtained their
dommi hasliay it beenbdisi arora bod 0noo nashas11as

itt been from ithethIppeopleopi no howhg v diltheydid thuythey
getat in11 possess ioulou of their kkingdomsJ oad ar s

how was francifrance organizedoranized how Engenglandlandl
how germany audrowand were oherI1 states and
nations organized

i

they havelave been organized because men usurp-
edea power brought into subjection otheroilier men
trampled underfoot their andarid made slaves of
them undand made thein cairycatry out their laws do
their pleasure without anyady peculiar jil terest in thetile
things that werewele done i

AWald those men instead of governing thetile people
according to the principles of righteousness midand
truth have genegenerallyrilly madeinada and put
upon their necks andarid them into tiletiie dust
so much so that in anally of tiletilo cocountriesuliuti tries of
europe you cannot travel buibutbut youyeu have a
passport andarid every little has a rightaright to
examine it and to stop you if heli likes

youyon have to aikaski4 ligat to stop inia cities and
theytiley will dervent you wilen they pleasepleas and not
only strange s but their own citizens andarid there
are many euroeuropeanpeau cities now where ifif a
was to receive his own sonsou into his house if liehe
haihad been absent without the geralls lonionloa of the
police lie wouldw be subject to a thavy fine

it is the governors of thothe people that bring
thelthema into subjection in thethithisI1 s maunermanner until the
people think that kings and priests haveluie right
undandad they have no rgrightslits until they funk ahat
presidents3 govenorinorsnorf aridarld kings areaie lleilelietile persons
whowiio possesspo sess certcertainairl dighe and olatthal
no one lashas a tightrightrighettoto interfere with

kikii gsys presidents alidand priests combined govern
men body and soul the first fetter them in
their bodies and liberties arldand the latter in their
minds and consciences andarid the human faufanfauillalilyilly init

being freefrtart e are literally and almost univer-
sally in ablate of vassalageag

at tiletiie tilletime of01 thetire reformationreformanlonaVion menmail began to
break off their political fetters and to claim their
lights both politically and religiously many
people talk of that event as a churchchu ach concern
alone itil was as much a political matter asus any-
thingth i else

thegreire causes that promptedteltei them to take the
steps they did were both religious anandd
the benefits accruing only very limited andjid ilarliarpar-
tial still it lihsliaswas a resistance to tyranny and
oppressionoppresion

the kings11 that sustained the reformers lidilddidfid so
merely upon political grougroagrounds and not that they
cared for their religion

what madmada people come from thehie oldoid countries
to this land ftit waswag becauselacasa they voiewelevote oppoppress-
ed

ressness
in england in germany and in oilier alts

and they fled from that power which soughtbought to
bindblad chains upon their necks

aniand why were they determined to flee from
that government into this country because the
mother country tried to make them t to in-
stitutions and laws that they were unwilling to
submit to and because she bunted to put yokes
upon their necks

then the mother country sentseat armed men over
here and sought to enforce their armed minionsmillions
upon the people but they would not submit to it
for it was on that very accountacco urit that they had fiodfled
from their mother ccountry I1fountysuch were the feelingsilgis of yolar fathers and
these were the thinasthings they talked about a few
years ago and on account of tilethe of
the parent government they took up the stoidd
and declared that they would live or die free men

what was that freedom for whichwirich they con-
tended just what I1 said a few minutes ago it
was the right to think the right to speak the
right to act the right to legilllegislateAte aridand the right to
worship god according to the dictates otof their
own consciences andarid the right to do their own
business without being interfered with

we have comecoma here to this land as citizens of
the united states and whywhy have we come
because there were men who sought to rob us
of and because there wassolwas nolnot sufficient
purity arldarid jjusticeustice in the government to protectprotectusus
in our rights because magimaglmagistratesArate constables

governors presidesitilitis and officers of state
eithereither directly or indirectly drove us or suffered
uuss to be driven suffered us to be dispossesseddij possessed of
that which legally belonged to us

who are we vewe are men made in thetha image
of god possessing the rights of other men we
hhavehayeaveavo turned this desert into a flourishing field
alidand the desert has blossomed as the rose and god
has blesseblessel I1 our jaborslabors

and aihowho have we interfered with
have we gone over to the stitesstates and interfered

with them
have we gone over to california and interfered

with them
have we gone to oregon
havehare we gone jonewto new mexico
have we goneone to any state and interfered with

their rights theirthen laws their immunities or their
privileges 4

I1 say we have not 4
well then what right hashis anybodyy tainter fore

with us 0 becausebecause they have got the power
that iais there is right toltto it there bisnois no legal
authority to it there isis no more right to it than
there is in a bully and a blackguard insulting a
little weak man because hebb has the power to do
so thothey have just the same authority that a
large ox has to goad a smallsmail one because behe has
the power

they dare not interfere with some nations as
they are doing with us they dare not interfere
with england or france for fear of the con-
sequencessequences and it isit nothing but a principle of
buty little meanness that would try to interfere
with us aridand try to makemale you believe that they are
theloristhe lords of creation great god ohp areart theypoor pusillanimous curses that havehhie not manhood
nor gentility enough about them lo10lobsba gentlemen
they have justj ast the same rightr that the highway-
man imalna to put hishiss hahhanhantishantlad s into your pockets and
tatakedaoutout yyour cronyciany

who iidledlid us here not the christiansChus lians of the
united sates nor ththeire ir govego verLoismols legislators
nor presidents who providedp for ug nidpid thothe

governmentat of the united states verily mioniono
who built thehe housesbouses ina chisthis clcitty who made
thetile improvements around llandiland through this terr-
itory did the inhabitantinhabitantssot0 the united states
N but they have done illall that lay in their pow-
eralolo10 ddiscourage us in every possible way

Wwho10 havebave jedled you and clothed youyoua your own
right landshands younyour own energy and industry by
tthefheI1 1e blesibieblug of tiletiie almightyaimalm gaty

then by whatight and by what in
thetile name of god andarid inin tilathe numename of every prin-
ciple of right honor andanal integrity have they a
right to interfere with us

0ok say they the land belongs to us allah
indeed and I1 wonder where ou got it f 0
wea got it by right of treaty with mexico and
whence tidlid lliethe mexicans obtain itita who treated
with thoe indian D d they pay them fortor it
no but they are good christianschristian and tilethe indians

are poor savagescs and what right have savages to
land

where are theintheir deeds and their right of pos
sessionses ionlon9 will anybody tell memeo 100 we took it
btbecausecause we hidhadh id the power and the united states
took it from mexico because they had the power

it isis just like a lot of boys plapiaplayingying together
and one of them steals the others inarblesmarbles be-
causecausecanse helie has the power andarid then audeotherollier sstealsteals
them and call them his because helie isis a little more
powerful than the 0 heiher or when one mailman meets
another and robs him of what he hahas thentilen two
more go andarid take from him what liehe has stolen
from wetle first one

the simple fact init the case is they say yonyouyouyoa
are left upon our land and therefore youy ou must be
in subjection to10 us and we mustmilt rule over you
but eveneen on thistins principle they are at raullfaul for
we if there isis any glory in thetile conquest sent
five hundred men and possess equal rights with
themasthem as american it

in speakspeakinghg upon this subject once before I1
showed you that by the Constitution and the very
ceniusgenius of our government that they had no light
to interfere withnth us

again on the common principlerin ciple of justiceitice
where did thethey fetgetget their rigrightsts to interfere with
ususoubo tiley ddid notlot brinbring bushereus herebere nor cultivate
our farms they did dotnotnot send us either school-
mastersro or priests to tearh aus andarid we are not inin-
debted to them for anythingan thins else

I1 woud like to know what right they bad to
interfere with us i

they havelave not a right upon religious grounds
for they kicked us out because of our religion
and Cconsequentlyon they havelave nothingm to do withwilh
thauthai

it is not because we have learned any morals
of them fortor we got our morals from a superior
source we have not learned eitherelther our religion or
morality from them

we have notdot hadadd themthein to cultivate our farms
nor to build our houses they have not done any-
thing for us

in relation to the land I1 will slipsupposepose they dijdid
steal it which they did they obtained it became
they had the power and mexicoexico obtained itai upon
the same principle the united states mademado a
quarrel with the latter nation because they knew
they could bring themhem into subjection andandaud they
intended to capitulate for california before they
beganbagan the quarrel and they took it upon those
groundsgr rids

butbul that is righteousrighteousnessness that is punt truth
and holiness aain the eyes03 es of a con apt anaaualidrid mightynullity
nation

we have got a little place that nobody else
would live upon andarid I1 will warrant that if any
other people had been heiherheiea half of them would
have died thehie latlastla t two yearbyearsears of starvation but
they cannot let us alone

this isis the greatness thishis their magnanimity
and this is13 the compassion manifested by the
fathers of our great country of coarsecourse we must
feel patriotic we cannot but feel strongly at-
tached to such a rindkind such a benevolent such a
merciful government as we have got how can
we feel otherwise

they would take from us the right to live and
ihenthen it would be in10 their hearts to sweep us from
thetile face of the earth but they cannot do it

there is3 nodo right associated with this matter
there isis no justice about it there aieare old ri9 h ts
aandd privileges thetile people used to have and we
have our rights in tiiethe first place we batea
god that livelues andeeand lielle will help us to taketale cazocue of
them to maintainin aietain and to preserve them

I1

I1 then look anthis in whichever light you please
you bhangchangechanzege it we areaie citi waissars of the j

urilunitedted states undand have a rightri ht to the gousoil ijit they
did stestealstealiealitit

I1 am ashamed of being associated with such S

things but we cannot help oursehebheaea we areore a
part ofor the people and we hadbad to partake of their
evileill deeds t

when we came here we came as america citi-
zens and we had juatjust as much rightlight to be here i

as any other american inin the united
states i

they have made a religious pretext to rob us
of the right of preemptionpre emption that isu because we
have moiemore wives than one

this is the course they have pursued towardstow ards
us i

have they a right to force upon us judges and
send officers under a military elcoroescort the very
act says they are afraid of something

have they a right to send those men to rule
over us without us having aloicea voice inin theilia matteimattel f
I1 say they havehava not according to the laws which
exiexlexist among men they have not according to the
principles oftf Jjusticeustice aridara truth they hivehave not ac-
cording to the principles upon wh clicil this govern 1

ment is estable hed but they want to raiorde over
us contrary to the principles of the government E

ani as you haeit ye expressed it youyoa have a to
wwithwilhwithstandstand it

god be thanked there are not as mailymany sneaksI1
here as there are inin the old country irenmen here 1

dare thinthinkthinh and speak
well these aewreare our feelingeel and soisolsomee al0 our

but I you of61 other rigrightshitsfits
or we have greatergreate rights thatt at 41I have not yettetet

i

ai f 5

blest thetiie sacramentalacra menta 1 cup s

I1 speak of those other thing because they are
rights thatahat belongT to men to usits as

american citicitizenszeliszells to usas as citizensc of the world
butyut there are other rights other grounds upon
whichv we claim these rights

the lord godhangod jiasdias spoken in these last daysdaye
hetie has revealed the corless of the everlasting
ospelpei he has restored that gospel n all its fill
lessness blessings rionessnebs power andarid glory he
las put us inlir possessionposseslonsion attheof the principles of eterieter1 i

nal life alidand he has established his kingdom upon
earth andarid we aleaieat a the legitimate heirs andinand in

of this kingdomdom liehe bashas established his
revealed hislwis authority hisbis govern

nentmerit andarid his laws and the draldraigrandd reason whywh Y
herethare is union and power here andarid nowhere else
s because it emanated from god

when we talk over those other thingshinge we kniirianaara
undertinder a lesser law that we can any of us keep
aridand that wowe have kept we are not rebelling
against the66 united statesslates neither are we resistresisting1 D
the constitution of the united states butblut iatiat is

andarid corrupt usurpersusurpers that are oppressing
andarid that would take our lights from us
to speak of our rights asal citizens of the kin

of god we then speak of another lavlaw wee
en move in a more exalted sphere and it is of

things we have a li1 to1 0 speak
god has established his kingdom he has rolled

lackback thatthai cloud that has overspread the moral
borzon of the world hehle hahas opened the heavens

the falness of the aveieverlastinglasting gospel
ilihi kingdom according to the pattern hatthat

existsats in the heavens and liehe hasbas placed certaintaiatala
beys powers andarid oracles hiiii our midst and eleiyawa
are thetile people of godgodi we are his government
tiietire priesthood upon thfhethe earth is thetile

government of god whether infri the heaheavensvens or
inon the earth L

some people ask what is priesthood I1 ans-
wer it is the lefitilegitimatemate rule of god whwhether in
thehe heavens or on the earth and it is the only
legitimate power that hashag a right to rule aponupon
the earth aridand when thetire will of god esdone oilon
earth as it is in tilethe heavens no other powerliwer will
sear rule
tiltinen if we look at it in this point of view

ivelvee are standing in a peculiar position weweareare
here as the representatives of god and

he only true representativesrepresentaivesalves lie has upon the
eartharth for there is not another power nor

upon the earth that acknowledges god for
heirtheir ruler or head but tin there is not another

why did we come here we came benebe
causeause iliethe people drove Us and because the lord

would have us come here for it was necessary
wawe should come into our secret pisces arldalidarid hidohide
ourselvesourselves lilfillill the indignationallonalion of the lord be

until the lord has shaken our enemies bybv
thehe nape of thetiie neck asit were until nations andadd
empiresumpires overthrownare

we came to serve our god to a place where
we aoud more fully keep hishis c
where we could fulfilfulfill his behestsbehesta upon the earthsearth

is the reason why we came herphero
well then I1 if we are the only people that godgoa
acknowledges as a nation have notriot we a right to

privileges which we enjoy who owns the
oldoid tilethe silver andarid tiltl1

i cattle uponup ori a thousandth on stilld
illsllis god whoivilo theuthen has a right to appointnone but him or thehe mailman tthatlist

I1
liehe ap

who liashas ruled the earth who has korneborna
sway manalin who bybythethe power of the sword has
biot possespossessionpos sionslon of thrones powers andarid dominions
antiind has waded through acersceneses of bloodyou read historyIiistory andarid what is it A history of
thehe depopulation of tilathe nations brought on by
thehe overthrow of empires and throughgli tilellie

and ambition of wicked men who havelave waded
throughbrough seas of blood in order to possess them-
selves of that power which they nownov enjoy

if we go to the united statesst ates and inquire into
theirheir rightstights wewp majaskmayma asig have they a right ttoq drive
ackback the liiitiindiansbiars from time ta9 time and dispesdisposeI1

sessbess tiletiiethemin of their rights so iong as they
ofor them it was well enough but when

theyhey forced them into a swap just as thehe indiansindiana
didlid with some of the aradas hackback here andarid made
themhem trade on their own terms that is something
which they have no right 0too do and 0too use theha
language of one of the indian chiefs theyhey have
lotnot left room for us to spread our blanketblanker

have they purchased this territory of them 7
0o nor made no arrangements to do so but they
lave taken possession of it

what authority haslias the president of the united
statesslates or the representatives of the several states
theyahey have no authority but what the people give
hemthem according toti the institutions of theilia united
states

what authority had eileEligenglandrland over this land
they came here and took liosilospossessionsession none

by what right thenthell do nathans and govern
nintaI1 rule generally I1 do theytiley rule by the gracgrace

god 1 willwiil tellteil you they ruleruie bythe
of the sword
rereadbeadad the history of england france germany

I1

irainspain portugal and otharother nations and you wwilwllI1il
nd they obtain their authorityauthorAy by their swords
ud then when they leavelave obtained they go to
workvork and sanctify it they a point andarid anoint
lingseingsus by the grace of god and through the agency
f their priestspi bests that is the wayfaey they get their
minority and that is all the authority they have

whenwhon the pope was going to puttee crown up
sn the head of napoleon he inidsaid here let memoeroe put
thathat on I1 lioniconwon it but they

11

generally
wantyant the prees koputto put it on

youou may go into any court in the world andana
ay thus stithsaith the lordlodl alidand they wiltwilf ickkick you
iutlut trytry it andana see A

voices you have tried it
no niapiamanpan can go and say thus saih the lord
i otlis for they would putplit astraba straightlit jarjack-

e
k

t aaon bimhim if he wasvas a respectable innman iiff
not theytiley would kick liim out sackSiesic hisis the

eelihli iiille 0of the people and the condicondlconditiontiA of the


