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DISCOURSE

By Elder John Tayler, Bowery, Sunday After-
noon, Aug. 30, 1857.

~ [REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

I did not expect to be called upon to address
you this afternoon, but I always feel ready to
speak of the things pertaining to the Kingdom
of God whenever I am calied upon.
~ Br,_Kimball said he would like to hear me say
something about the RIGHTS of ‘Mormonism.’
The, rights of ‘Mormonism’ are so varied and
extensive that it would be very difficult to speak
of them all in one discourse.

We have the rightto live. That is ‘Mor-
monism.,’

‘We have the right to eat and drink and to
pursue that course that we mav think proper, so
l?nE as.we do not interfere with other persons’
rights.

_«We have a right to live free and unmolested,
and there is no law, human or divine, that right-
fully has a right, it you please, to interfere with
us.

[ Blest the bread. ]

~ We have a right to think, and we have a right,
.after we have thought, to express our thoughts,
and to write them and to publish them. Wel
possess as many rigzhts and as much liverty in|
relation to this as any other persons, and there is |
no law, human or divine, that can rightfully rob
us of those liberties nor trample upon our rirhts.

We have a rightto worship God according to
the dictates of our own conscience, and no man |
legally, in this land, has a right to interfere with
.us for so doing.

We have a right to believe in and practice as
we please in relation to matrimony. We have a
right to choose whethsr we will have one wife
or twenty, and thereis no law of the land that!
can legally interfere withus, neither is there al
man that [ have met with, that professed to be a
iuan at all, that can say thut we are acting illegal- |

yWe have a right to secure the favor of God,
and we have rights as the citizens of the King-
dom of God.

We have rights upon earth and we have rights
in heaven; we have rights that affect usand our|
posterity and progenitors, worlds without end,
andhl.hey are rights that no man can interfere
with.

We have a right to our own Governor, as br.
Kimball says; we have a right to our own Judges,
we have a right to make our own laws and to re-
gulate our own affairs,

These are some of the rights that belongto us,
but when you come to talk about rights, they are
so various, complicated and extensive that it is
difficult, witheut reflection, to enumerate them.—
They exist with us here and all around us, and
they are rights that affect us, our progenitors and
posterity, worlds without end.

But in regard to some of the things with which
we are more intimately connected, we have our
individual, our social and political rights, so far
as existing here as & people is concerned. I do
not know but that yon will think that I am for
sticking to my text pretty well, however I wiil try
as well as 1 can todo justice to it.

If we look at the very foundation of govern-
ment we may inquire, how were governments
formed? Who organized themand whence did
they obtain their power? It is a subject for
deep thought and reflection and one that very
few have understood, nor isit very easy to de-
fine definitely the rights of man politically, socially
and nationally.

Now I will suppose therewasno government
in the world, but that we were thrown right back
info the primitive state, and that we had to form |
a government loregulate ourselves, what would
be the position? Why, the strong man would
intrude upon the weak, even as a strong animal
intrudes upon a weaker, taking from it i1s rights,
for that is a natural animal propensity that exists
in all creatures as well as in man.

How was society organized? Upon natural |
principles. I am not now speaking about God
and his government but upon the rights of man.
1f there were a few builies in the land and
we had to organize a government anaw the peo-
ple would combine to protect themselves against
them, to protect themselves against those who
had injured them, that would rob them of their
Iahu‘é, of their cattle; of their grain or of any-
thing they might have,.

What would be the resalt of this course? It
would be that a combination would exist that
would organize to protect themrelves, that the
weak might be protecied in his rights, that the
feeble might not be trampled under foof. This
would be the natural construction and o1ganiza-
" tion of society. |

Very well, when society became large and ex- |
tensive and could not convene in a general assem-
bly to represent themselves, they would send their
representatives, who would combine to represent
their interesis by delegation or proxy.

Who would those individuals represent? They
would represent tlie parties of that neighborhood,
of that state, of that countyor district of country
that sent them, would they not?

And what would you think of those men that {90- They have just the same authority that a

were sent If they attempted to rule over those
whosent them? Why, you would say, come back
here, you ruscals, and we will send others; we
sent you to represent us, and now yon are com-
bining to put your feet upon our necks,

' men, body and soul.

THE DESERET NEWS.

it been from the people? No. How did they
get in possessiow of their kingdoms? |

How was France organmized? How Eugland?
How Germany? Andhow were other states and
nations organized! i .

They have been organized hecause men usurp-
ed power, brought iuto sabjection other men,
trampled underfoot their rights and wmade slaves of |
them and made them cwry out their laws, do |
their pleasure without any pecuiiar interest in the
things that were doune.

Aud those men, instead of governing the people
according to the principles of righteousness uad
truth, bhave generully made yukes aud put
upon their necks and trampled them into the dusr,
£0, much so Lhut 1n many of the countries ol
Europe you cannot travel but you must have a
passport, and every little upstart has a right to
examine it and to stop you if be likes.

You bave to azka right to stop in cities, and
they will pervent you waen they please, and not
only strange:s but their own citizeus, and there
are many European cities now, where, if a futher
wus Lo receive his own son into his house, if he
had been ubsent, without the permission of the
police, he would be subjectto a hravy fine.

Itis the governors of the people that bring
them into subjection in this nauner, until the
people think that kings and priests have rights,
und they have no rights; untl they toink rhat
presidents, governors and Kings are: the persons
who possess certain inali=nable rizhts, and that
no one nas a right to interfere with them. |

Kiigs, presidents and priests combined govern
The first fetter them in
their bodies and liberties aud the latler in their
minds and consciences, and the human family, in-
slead of being free, areliterully and almost univer-
sally in a state of vassalage.

At the fime of the reformation men begaun to
break off their political fetteis and to claum their
rights both, politically and 1eligiously, + Many
people talk of that event as a church ecouncern
alone, 1L was as much a political malter us any-
Lthing else. -

The causes that prompted them to take the
steps they did were both religious and political;
the benefits acerning only very limited and par-
tial; still it was a resistance to tyranny aund
oppresion.

The kings that sastained the reformers did so
merely apon political grounds, and not that they
cared for their relizion,

What mad: people come from the old countries
to this land? It was begause they weie Oppress-
ed in England, in Genmany and in other states,
and they fled from that power which sought {o
bind chains upon their necks.

And why were they deiermined toflee from
that government into this country? because the
mother country tried to ipake them subject to in-
stitutions and laws that they were uuwilling to
submit to, and becanse she wauted Lo put yokes
upon their necks.

T'hen the mother country sent armed men over
here and sought to enforce their armed minions
upon the people, but they would not submat to it,
for 1t was on that very account that they had flsd
from their mother country.

Such were the feelings of your fathers, and
these were the things they taiked about a few
years ago, and on account of the enrozchments of
the parent goverument they tock up the sword
and declared that they would live or die free men.

What was that freedom for which they con-
tended? Just what I said a few minutes ago; it
was the right to think, the right to speuk, the
right to uct, the right to legislate and the right to
worship God according to the dictates of their
own conscrences, and theright to do their own
business without being interfered with.

We have come bere to this land as citizens of
the United States, and why have we come?—
Because there were men who sought to rob us
of ourjrights and because there was not sufficient
purity aud justice in the government to protect us
in our rights; because magiftrates, constables,
judges, governors, presidents and officers of state
either divectly or indirectly drove us or suffered
us to be driven, suffered us to be dispossessed of
that which legally belonged to us.

Who are we? We are men made in the image
of God, possessing the rights of other men. We
have turned this desertinto a flourishing field,
and the desert has blossomed as tlie rose and God
has blessed ouar labors.

And who have we interfered with?

Have we goue over to the Stites and interfered
with them?

Have we gone over to California and interfered
with them?

Have we gone to Oregon?

Have we gone to New Mexico?

Hive we gone to any State and interfered with
their rights, their laws, their immunities or their
privileges?

[ say we have not.

Well, then, what right has anybody tointerfere
with us? O, because they have got the powerl—
That is, there is no right to it, there is no legal
authority to it; there is no more right to it than
thereis in a bully and a blackguard insulting a
liltle, weak mun because he bas the power to do
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large ox has to goad a small one becauss he has
the power.

They dare not interfere with some nations as
they are doing with us; they dare not interfere
with England or Franee for fear of the cou-

This has been the case ever since governments|3¢quences, and il is nothing but a principle of
were organized, and hence have arisen governors, | R#1Y, liltie meanness that would try to interfere
kings and emperors. They have generally con- | ¥ilh us and try to make you believe thal they are

i thelords of ereation,  Greal God! who are they?
hands, and through the eunning of priest -eraft | Poor pusilianimous curses, that have not manhood
' |nor gentility enough aboat them to be: gentlemen.

trived to get the reins of power into their own

and king craft they have generally managed to
bring the people under  their feet und to trample
upon their rights.
Such has been the casein thenations of Europe
and Asia. It isinfact the Listory of “the world.
By what right have any kings obtained their
dominions? kas it beenfrom God? No. Has

They bave just the same right that the highway-
man has to pat his hands into your pockels and
lake outl your money.

' United States, nor their governors, legislators

‘nor presidents, Who provided-for us? Did the

Who led us here? ' Not the Christians of {he

'ug?  Taey did not bring us here, nor cultivate

-~

government of the United States? Verily, no.
Who built the houses in this city? Who made
the improvemwents around it and through this Ter-
ritory? Did the inbabitants of the United States?
Ney but they have done all that lay in their pow-
er 10 discourage us in every possible way.

*Who bave fed you and clothed you? Your own
right hunds, your own energy and industry, by
the blessing of the Almighty.

Then by what right and by what au'hority, in
the name of God and in the nuine of every prin-
ciple of right, honor and iutegrity, have they a
right to interfere with us? ' v

*0,’ say they, ‘the laud belongs to us’. Ah!
indeed, aud 1 wonder where you got it from? *0,
we got it by right of treaty with Mexico.” And
whence did the Mexicans obtain it? Who treated
with those Indians? D.d they pay them for it?
‘No, but they are good Christians and the Indiuns.
are poor savages, and whal right have savages 1o
land’?

Where are their deeds and their right of pos-
session?  Will anybody tell me? <O, we took it
because we hud the power, and the United States
took 1t from Mexico because they had the power.?

Itis just hike a lot of boys playing together,
and one of themn steals the other’s marbles be-
cause he has the power, and then another steals
them and calls them his because he is a little more
powerful than the o her; or when one man meets
another and robs him of what he has, then two
more go and take from him what he has stolen
from the first one.

T'he simple fact in the case is they say, “yon
are lefl upon our land and therefore you must be
in subjection to us, and we mugt rule over you,
But even on this principle they are at faul'; for
we, if there is any glory in the conquest, sent
five hundred men, and possess equal rights with
theus as Atmerican eitizens.

In speaking upon this subject once before, I
showed you that by the Constitution and the very
genins of our government that they had no right
to interfere with us.

Again, on the common principle of justice,
where did they get their rights to interfere with

our farms; they did not send us either school-
masters or priests to teach us, and we are not in-
debted to them for anything else.

L wonld like to know what right they had to
interfere with us. .

They have not a right upon religions grounds,
for they kicked us out because of our religion,
and consequently they have nothing to do with
that.

It is not because we have learned any morals
of them, for we got our morals from a superior
source, we have not learned either our religion or
morality from them.

We have not had them to cultivate our farms
nor to build eur houses; they have not done any-
thing for us..

Iu relation to the land, T will snppose they did
steal it, which they did; they obtained it because
they had the power, and Mexico obtained it upon
the same principle; the United Stales made a
guarrel with the latter nation because they knew
they could bring them info subjection, and they
intended to capitulate for California before they
began the quarrel, and they took it upon those
grounds.

Buthat is righteousness—that is purity—truth
and holiness—in the eyes of a corrupt and mizhty
naftion.

We have got a liftle place that nobody else
would live npon, and I will warrant that if any
other people had been here, half of them would
have died, the last two years, of starvation; but
they cannot let us alone.

This is the greatness, this their megnanimity,
and this is the compassion mamfested by the
fathers of our great country. Of course we must
feel patriotic; we cannot but feel strongly at-
tached to such a kind, such a benevolent, such a
merciful government as we have got! How cun
we feel otherwise?

They would take from us. the right to live, and
then it would be in their hearts to sweep us from
the face of the earth, but they cannot do 1t.

There is no rizht associated with this matter;
there is no justice about it. There are old rights |
and privileges the people used to .have, and we
have our rights. In the first place, we have@a
God that lives and he will help us to take cure of
them, to maintain and to preserve them.

Then look atthis in whichever light you pleasa,
you canuot change it, we ave cilissns of the
United States und have a right to the soil, if they
did steal it.

I am ashamed of being associated with such
things, but we cannof help ourselves; we are a
part of the people and we had to purtake of their
evil deeds.

When we came here we came as America citi-
zens and we had just as much right to be here
as any other American citizens in the United |
States.

They have made a relizious pretext to rob us
of the rizht of pre-emption; that is because we
have more wives than oue.

This is the course they have pursued towards
us.

Have they a right to force upon us judoes and
send officers under a military escort? 'The yery
act says they are afraid of something.

Have they a right to send those men to rule
over us withiout us having a voice in the matter?
[ say they have not, according to the laws which
exist among wen; they have not according to the
principles of Justice and truth; they have not ac-
cording to the principles upon wh:eh this govern-
ment 18 established; but they waut to rule over
us'contrary to the principles of the government,
and as you have expressed it, you have a right to
withstand it. |

God be thanked, there are not as many sneaks
here as there are in the old country; men here!
dare think and speek.

Well, these are our féeling_s aud some of our |
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rights; but I willispeak to you of other rights,
for we bave greater rights that I have not yet
touched upon.. |

| Blest the sacramental cup.] |

1 cpeak of those other things because they are
inalienable rights that belong to men, to us as
American citizens, to us us eitizens of the world,

but there are olher rights, other grounds upoun
which we claim these rights.

The Lord God has spoken in these last dayes;
he hus revealed the fulness of the everlasting
gospel, he has restored that gospel in all its ful-
ness, blessings, richiness, power and glory; he
has pul usin possession of the principles of eter-
nal life aud he has established his kingdom upon
the earth, and we ae the legilimate beirs and in-
heritors of this kingdom, Efe has established his.
priesthood, revealed his authority, his govern-
ment and his luws, and the grand reason why
there is union and power here, and nowhere else,
13 because it emanated from God.

When we talk over those other things, we are
under a lesser law thal we can any of us keep,
and that we have kept. We are not rebelling
against the United Siales, neither are we resisting
the Constitution of the United States, but it i3
wicked and corrupt usurpers that are oppressing
us and that would take our rights from us.

To speak of our rights as citizens of the king-
dom of God we then speak of another law, we
then move in a more exalted sphere, and it is of
these things we bave a right fo speak.

God has established his kingdom, he has rolled
back that cloud that has overspread the moral
hor:zon of the world; he has openead the heavens,
revealed the fuiness of the eveilasting gospel, or-
ganized his kingdom according to the pattern that
exists in the heavens, and he bas placed certain
keys, powers and oracles iu our midst, and we
are the people of God, we are his government :.
the priesthood npon the earth is the legilimmate
government of God, whether in the heavens or
on the earth. ol

Some people ask, *what is priesthood’® T ans-
wer, It 18 the legitimate rule of God whether in.
the beaveus or on the earth, and it is the only
legitimate power that has a right to rule upon
the earth, and when the will of God is done on
earth as it isin the heavens no other power will
bear rule.

Toen, if we look at it in this point of view,
we are standing in a peculiar position, we are
standing here as the representutives of God and.
the only true representalives he has upon the.
earth, for there is not another power nor govern-
ment upon the earth that acknowledges God for
their ruler or head but this; there is not another.

Why did we come here? We came here be-
cause the people drove us and because the Lord
would have us come here, for it was necessary
we should come into oor secret plices and hide.
ourseives fill the indignation of the Lord be over-
past, unlil the Lord has shaken our enemies by
the nape of the neck, as.it were, until nations and.
empires are overthrown..

We came to serve our God. toa place where
we could more fully keep his commandmente,
where we could fy!fil his behests upon the earth.
This is the reason why we came here.

Well then, if we are the only people that God
acknowledges as a nation, huve not we a right to
the privileges which we enjoy? Who owns the
gold, the gilyer and the cattle upon a thousand
hills? God. Who, theu,, has a right to appoint
rulers? Noue but him, or the mun that he ap=-
points.

Who has ruled the earth? Who has borne
swuy? Man, who by the power of the sword has.
got possession of thrones, powers and dominions,
apd hus waded through scenes of blood.

You read history and what is it? A history of
the depopulation of the nations, brought on by
the overthrow of empires, and through the tyran-
ny and ambition of wicked men, who have waded
through seas of blood in order to: possess them-.
selves of that power which they now enjoy.

. 1f we go to the United States and inguire into.
their rights, we may ask, have they a right to drive
back the Indiars from time to (ime and dispos-
sess them of their rights? So long as they pur-
chased of them it was well enough, buf when
they forced them info a swap. just as the Indians
did with some of the trad®s back here, and made
themn trade on their own ferms, that is somethin
which they bave no rizht to do, and to use the
languagze of one of the Indian chiefs, ‘lthey have
not left room for us to spread our blanket?:

Have tiiey purchased this Territory of them ¥
No, nor made no arrangements to do 8o, but they
have taken possession of if.

What authority has the President of the United
States or the Representatives of the several States?
They bave no authority but what the people give
them, according to the institutions of the Upnited
States.

W hat authority had England over this land be-
fore they came here and took possession? None.

Bv what right, then, do nations and goVern-
men's rule generally? Do they rule by the grace.
of God? 1will tell you. They rule by the pow-
er of the sword.

Read the bistory of England, France, Germary,
Spain, Portugal and other nations and you wil
hind they obtain their authority by their swords,
aud then when they have obtained, they go to
work and senctify ity they appoint and anoint
kings by the grace of God and through the agency
of their priests. That is the way they get their.
au'hority, and that js all the authority they have.

When the Pope was going 1o put.the crown up-
on the head of Napoleon he eaid, ‘here, let me put
that on, I won it myveell’. But they generally
want tha prieas to put it on.

You may gointo any court in the world and
say, ‘thus saith the Lord’, and they will kick you.
outs try it and see. '

[Voiges, ‘you have {ried it’.]

No man can go and say, ‘thus saith the Lord?”
amongst them. for they would put a straight jack-
ket on bim, if he was a respectable man, if he
was not, they would kick him out. Sich is the.
feeling of the people and the condition of the




