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knowledge he had of the needs of a
merchantile establishment. Mr. Stew-
art put up a building which is today,
I believed, far better arranged than
any of the modern structures which
are being erected. He seemed to know
just what was needed.”

“Did@ vyou KkKnow Mr.
asked.

*¥Yes, I met him often when I was a
young man. I used to buy goods of
him, and I have reason to think that
he took a 1'king to me. One day, I
remember, I was In his woolen depart-
ment buylng some stuffs for my store
here when he came up to nie and asked
me if I would be in the store for fifteen
minutes longer. I repllied that I would.
He then went away. At the end of the
fifteen minutes he returned and
handed me a slip of paper, sa¥ing:

“*¥Young man, I understand you have
a mission school {in Philadelphia; use
that for it.'"

“Before I could repty he had left. I
looked down at the slip of paper. It
was a check for £1,000.”

“But A. T. Stewart was not noted for

Stewart,” I

his charitleg, was he, Mr. Wana-
maker?” 0

“He did a great deal of good In
recret.” was the reply. “He was al-

waya doing something for others. He
gave $50,000 to the people who lost by
the Chicago fire, and when he died,
vou know, he was bullding a miilion
dollar home for the working girls of
New York. He had many charitable
ptang swhich were never carried out
After the Franco-German war he sent
to France a lot of flour for the starving
people of Paris, and during the famine
in Ireland he sent a lot of provisions to
that country. He was, In fact, a very
charitable man.”

“How did Mr. Mr.
Wanamaker?"’

“He was rather sllght and not over
medium height, with fair hair and
lght blue eyes.. He was a man of iine
taste and of much culture.”

“"Was he a great merchant?”

“Yes; I think he was the greatest
this century has ever had. Lok over
his life and you will think the same.
He was the son of an Irish farmer. He
first came to the TUnited States as a
teacher. When he was 21 years old he
bought $3,000 worth of Belfast laces
and linens and opened a store for the
sale of these in New York. He slept
at this time in the rear of his shop.
He turned hls capital over and in-
creased his husiness until he had what
he sald to be the largest retall store
in the world, The bullding alone cost
Mr. Stewart nearly $3,000,000, and lits
current expenses at the time of his
death were about $1,000,000 a year. In
his two stores he was at that time
doing a business of about $200,000,000 a
vear. He had, in addition to these,
branch houses in different parts of the
world, and he was the owner of a
number of mills and factories. When
he died it was said that he was worth
about $40,000,000."”"

“How about your connection with
the post office department. Have you
ever regretted your official career
there?”

1 can't say that I have,” replled Mr.
Wanamaker., "I don't like to criticise
the post office and postal matters, now
that I am out of office. The machine
{3 not rightly organized and managed
as it should be, The real boss of the
department 13 Congress at the other
end of the city on the hlll. Congress
makes the laws which govern the de-
partment, and the postmaster general
is dependent on Congress for every-
thing he gets. There are scores of
ways in which the business there
might he bettered, if the postmaster
general had only the power to act.
He has not the power, however, and
our postal system will never be what
it should be under our préssnt system
of government,”

Stewart look,

“You were strongly in favor of pos-
tal savings banks, were you not?"

“Yes,"” was the vreply, "I thought
they would help the poor."

“How about the times, Mr.
maker, i3 business improving?”’

“Yes, somewhat,”” was the reply.
““I'he tariff has opened the gate, and
the beneficial effects which are com-
ing from It have been added to by the
misfortunes of other natlons in having
poor crops while we have good ones.
As vet, however, there are still many
people unemployed. Many of those
who have secured work through the
better times are saving their money
to pay thelr debts, so we do not yet
feel the good times as we shall later
on."”

“Then you think our prosperity will
continue?”

] belleve we shall have a speli of
good times. We cannot expect that
the crops will always be poor In South
America, Indla and Burope, and this
element of our present prosperity may
he lacking next year. Still the tariff
will start the mills to golng and our
bigrest demand after all is the demand
at home.”

"Has the tariff already raised the
prices of goods?"”

“Certainly it has,” was the reply.
"We received today, for tnstance, an
invoice of steamer rugs. They actual-
1y cost us §7.57 apeice. ‘These same
rugs we have been selllng here in the
store under the old tarirt rate for $7.60.
No ong would ask us to sell rugs for
that price which really cost us seven
cents more, so you see the price must
go up. It is the same with other
things., ‘The tarlf must necessarily
make & general rise of prices.”

""Do the people realize that prices are
increasing ?*

“Yes, indeed they do,” replied the
merchant. *“There has been no time
with in recent years when the people
have realized just how many cents
there are in a dollar so well as they do
now. They have learned through the
hard times to figure closely, and they
are much more economical than they
were before the hard times eame.”

“Is not that a good thing all around,
Mr. Wanamaker?"'’

“] don't know about that,” was the
reply. "In order for us to have good
times the people must not only make
money, but they must also spend it
freely, The two things are reciprocal.
It is the market that keeps the factor-
ies and the store going, and pays the
wages.””

“How about the department stores,
Mr. Wanamaker, and the charge that
they are running the smallér mer-
chants out of business?"”’

I don't regard my store as a depart-
ment store,” was the reply. "“A de-
partment store, I take it, is an over-
grown country store, where you can
get a smali apnd cheap assortment of
a great many different kinds of arti-
cles. You may be able to get a sult of
clothes, but you must not be particular
as to the cut or.the quality of the
goods, for you are restricted to what
the man has on hand. We have no
such store here. This Is an aggrega-
tion of large stores. We have a book
store, for instance, which 18 as large
and complete as any in the country.
We alm to keep everything that is
published. We have one of the largest
shoe stores in the city. It is the same
with clothing and other things.”

“Now,as to such stores running other
people out of business,” Mr., Wana-
maker went on, "I have often heard
that charge, I don't believe It is true
to anything llke the extent that is gen-
erally belleved. There are more li-
censes to sell goods given out now in
Philadeiphia than ever hefore, and

Wana-

there are, you know, other stores of

the game nature as mine In the city.
The trouble with the men who have
gone out of buasiness i{s that they have

been working upon wrong lines. They
were afflicted with the dry rot, and
they woiild have played out sooner or
later. Besides, it is a question of the
greatest good to the greatest number,
If I can gee my way to benefitting thou-
sands by Belllng goods cheaper and at
the same time make a profit, 1s it my
duty to refuse to do so because some
half dozen men will be afficted
by my competition? Take the
Baldwin locomotive works, for
instance. At first thelr large
and complete estahllshment must
have hurt the other workers In jron,
but by their cheap and excellent loco-
motives travel has been extended
where it could not be extended before.
New rallways have been bulit and the
great public have been enrighed.”
FRANK G. CARPENTER.

QUR SAN FRANCISCO LETTER.

San Francisco, Cal., Oct. 6th, 1897—
The past week has been particularly
active in all circles, and conditlons
appear mole prosperous than for some

time past. The city is filllng up With
strangers and the streets and publle
resorts are beginning to assume

The chief interest
centered In the

signs of new life.
of the week was
Dixon-Smith glove contest and the
former, who was the favorite, with
the majority, has been the means of
depleting many pocKket-books. His
defeat has banKrupted the colored
population of the town.

The weather indications have threat-
ened rain but up to date only a very
light shower has visited the city.

A pgreat deal has been said of the
benefits that taxpavers will derjve
from the appointment of the new
board of supervisors, and that body
hres already made Itself consplcuous
by reducing the appropriations for the
maintainance of the meveral depart-
ments of the city government. ‘This
reduction hag necessitated a reduction
of the working forces employed by
the eity, and In many instances, the
departments have been left without
sufficient men to carry out the neces-
sary work, while the wages of the
men retained will be cut down much
below  what they formerly were,
Though the question as to which Is
the legal board of supervisors has neot
Leen finally settied by the supreme
court, there j83 every reason for he-
leving that the new board will re-
main in power, and the economical
methods they have adopted will re-
main In force..

The grand jury is preparing to in-
vestigate the charges of witness-brib-
ing in connection with the Falr-Craven
litization. The attorneys for both
sides are particularly loud In their
insinuations and accusations that
their opponents are responsible for
the crookedness, and each side claims
to have affidavits to support thelr
charges. There Is no doubt in the
public mind that the proceedings wers
influenced by money and the case
bears evidence of rottenness all the
way thorugh; and It §s sincerely hoped
that the grand jury will investigate
the matter thoroughly and place the
punishment where it belongs.

The city 18 infected by a gong of
foot-pads and burglars and the police
force appears to be unable to cheek
their depredations, though Iin each fn-
stance of crime they cizim to have
the proverblal c¢lue and ore in hot
pursuit. Hold-ups are a nlghtly oc-
currence and it has betome unsafe to
venture at night beyond the glare of
the street lights. Burglarles are be-
ing committed day and night almost
under the nose of the officers of the
law. In some cases the thieves haye
boldly entered residences while the
family was at dinner and carried off
rich hauls. Though sometimes dis-




