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Mr. T. It 'would not be of any Mr.'T.-i-We- l. 4&at would be own' theory; We differ from you InMr. II. Do you: really believewives and acknowledge and provide

for his children and wives. Is much
more honorable than that principle

is sustained by the law; and Cbri-tian- .

missionaries ' who' have been
brought face to face with this prln-Cip- le

; Inr Indls," have .defended It;
ud Commended the action of the

British Government iu its protec-Uon- .!

The United States Govern-
ment .has, however, a proscribed us
in the enj oymen to the eame rightbecause we area-handfa- l of'peo--

TliKi

' Mr. H.No. I have not access te
the Church records; you must have
ail the members recorded .who. jaremore than eight years of age. j J

- Mr. T.-Tht- t Is as near as I could
gjve it, w Jiich Is about correct, !; t

Mr. U. How many of the men
of marriageable- - age are practical
poly garaU u.? 7 ? y , rJ ;. , . , M.: Mr. T. That I could not - say, I
have no idea, f f-- sHs';'l'u'lrl'"

t,:i Ki M' Cannoh i uMfc
stand said in Washington, before a
committee, one in every ten; did
be-sa- sb? jA'l,.: ,Lr' Mr. T.- -1 think he did. : -r x ....

Mr." H. Would that' in your
Judgment be correct? . t' i ',

Mr. P.tt Is a diffloult " thing to
get at, there being- - no statistics
kept tha I am aware of. r' ; ,r

' Mr. H I am not trying to catch
you on siny record question, 1 4 am
seeking ' Information simply ' that
would be of general Interest In the
present state of this controversy, '

; iUr. T.i-O- h, Mr, Holllster :we are
not afraid of being caught, we have

that respect; ours is framed? on the;
oeuec; that, vou naa spo&en to us
his people, and that Ihe docs and
will continue to speak to us,

1

-- Mr. JI. What feflect, on the
whole,1 do you apprehend. Chief
Justice Walte's decision will have (

on the question? it 7 v

Mr. T I don't know that it will 1

have any effect, except to unite us
and con firm and strengthen us in
our faith, i

( v-- i ...r5.f:V,
Mr. II. If the law is not com- -

(lied with, don't you see that you
eave the government no alterna-

tive but to use force? t ; ' I

Mr. P. We leave that" to them
and the Xjord. 1 ; ' :; i t ,

Mr. JJ F. B. In the first i place
they had no t occasion to make the ;

law, because ; our principles had 5

neither violated nor even jeopard-
ized the rights of 'Hfe. liberty or j
the pursuitlof happiness" of any
people. They passed that law to
ensnare'-kis- , just aa a certain laws '

was passed te errtrapjDanitdr ,ti'.(
MrlljTbat la seitiugyourselves

up to judge what laws Congress has-arig-

to pass. Congreits is the only
legitimate judge of that, reprtett-Y- '
Ine as it, does k majority of the

j Mr. TV f You have , gt that j :

wrong end Urst. ' The vpeople u
to be epokea of as the eoverei- -

and the public oflicers as their --

vants, but let me draw your at
Hon to the sfact ' that the i gove.
ment appointed a - polygamUt at
Governor of this Teriitory and re- - .'.
talned blml in, oflice, aud it w- - I

while he waa Governor (IS,! that;
the revelation was published. ,

:
,

Mr. II. It was in IS50Jho w;as ' ?

made Oovernor'rf i?r: 1;f'?':,--
r Mr.;T. He wasnre-appflnle- d af--
ter the publication of Uds revela- -
Uon to the world," and furthermore,
previous jtot' President B. Ytmng's
re-app-oi nt men t as . Oor-- 1 m t,' Kldr tOrson Pratt went, to .WushinxtfU,.
and made public proclamation there .

of this doctrine, wheu congress'
was in'sesfirm,' and ten years after '

Wards they jiuadaj this law.-- 1 : do.
not twish to :cast: auyi reflections
but lam sorry to see things taking,the courtse they' are--T So far as we ' '
are concerned , I think ' we can get
along, and I wtuld remark that we
are not iuheusible of the : favt tbat .

it is not polygamy you are lighting,'it is the people ci 'ed Mormons,",' .

It was not a co n Sequence of poly ''s

gamy that. We cLuiii hot get protect .

tlou-- iu . Miouii.M JCetvri! wae.jitt ",

because-o- jiolygu tu-t- t o were',
driven froLu lliiuoiH and failed to ';

Miu'-'i-ecCre8- s for the' wrongs We1'
suliered. V e had :a right to pro- - '
teclion, wq bad purchased lands of v

'

the government and paid for them. .
i Mr.'H. I have always under- -

stood that polygamy', practiced but" i1

denied,' was i the ' chief occasion: of
the troubles at Nauvoo. Wm. liaw, j , .,

"

deeming, himself injured by ap-- )' -

proacb.es made to his , wife, started ,i
a paper, Ins which the affidavit of 12
or IS women was --

published ' to the ;

fact of the practice of polygamy in
thereupon the city council,

had the paper destroyed, and the
troubles began which ended in your"'
expvlsfon.1 m-r- ' ke-3- ftpMr. T. Yox.ir information Is In- -

j 'I i !

J J

'
i

i

M

A!

1

-- 1

correct. That paper was an infa-- ', ,mous and libelous sheet, started by .

a, few unprincipled men for : the
purpose of making;; trouble fan d t
scandalizing the popple, so much so j, ;
that, the whole community, were
indignant at being thus libeled and
defamed, and sent ; in a petition to-- n

tbe city cooncil that some measures J

might be taken to protect them, , f

against these glaring and infamous v

falsehoods; The city,' council hav- - ", j

Ing the power, by their charter, to
declare and' abate . nuiaanees, de-- '.

SUPEE1TK COURT .DSCZ- -

SION.

INTERVIEW WITil TBESIDENX J.aiIX
' i' TAYLOR.

' Li :, 1

An Interview wltli President John
TjIor, having) been requested by:
O. J. HoIlIsUr, Esq., United SUtes
Collector ,of In ernal Revenue for.

UUh Territory, and correspondent
of the New Yoili Tribune, on Mon

Jan. 13, 1S79, these gentlemen
met by appointment in the Treal
dent'a ofllce, 8a' t Lake City, ?vhen
the following conversation ensued,
aa reported by Mr. Geo. F. GIbbs;
phonographer, Air. llollister bav
ins his auestioiua prepared In writ
ing. Fieaiden il Taylor la not in

" the habit of gra tlng such reqaesta
for interview, and met Mr. Hol- --

lbter simply because he was in
some wsae a representative of the
Federal Ooventment. j The report

. la now publlalied in full because

It embodies many important state--
; menU,' and bet ause it ia hardly to

b expected tbi t the whole conver-sstio- n,

unabridged, will appear In
the paper for w ilch it was obtained.
In connection Ith current eventa
vitaUy aflectlt g the rellgioua lib-eiti- es

of the Ls tter-d-ay Saints, we
have no doubt that It will be read

i with interest uv many persons of
' i various creed, as well as by the

i people, who axe chiefly concerned in
the iaeues alluJed to therein, and
the hearings of ihe recent decision of
tbe Bupreme Court of the United

. MR.ffor.irTfeM. r won Id like, as
a representative . or toe isew York
Tribune, to ask ;you, Mr. Taylor,
whether, you qisaeut from Judge
Wsite's decision, and If so,
Wherein? ' ) .

Mr. Tatixr j In relation to this
matter. I suppose you want some- -

; thing front me for the purpose o:

laying it Deroro tne pubiicr
. Mr. H. Yes J sir.

iMr. T.Tfaen,. while I am not
averse to my) views being made

' known to the public, and as
i you, X iimlerataud, are a United

Htatea ftlcer,' I may take the liber-
ty of Interviewing you. I

i Mr. H. If you will answer my
qnetlnTjit,4l wult answer yours.

Alr.T. ( Cy way of Introduction),
j This is Mr. Tenroee, one of. our

editors, whom I have Invited to be
( preientt as he fc also a public man.

We,s Mr HoJi later,-wh- at do you
! Mr.ll. I have a number of ques-
tions written down, which, If you

I pleae I will present; and, to com-laen- ce,

I will ask, Do you dissent
from Judge waiters statement of
tbe scope and fellect of the amend-
ment to the constitution" guarantte--

log religieus freedom?
Mr. T. YesJ sir. . . .
Mr. U. That Congress was there-

by4ipcisd o aU toislativa powex
over mere -

opinion or belief, bat
was left fret to reach actions which
are in violation of social duties or
subversive of good ordei? ,

Mr. Penrose, Associate Editor of
the Desbrrt QSkvs. That u, it is
assumed that a religrloiwpwple have

" tlte right of belief, but have not the
rltbt to carry 6ut and practice their
belief.

. i. Mr. T. I regard that a religious
faith amounts to nothlngunletM we
are permitted Ito carry it into effect.

, Cotigreea and the Hupreme Xurt
! are carrying out the same princi
f pies that wvre practiced In the per- -

Mecutlons against tho- - Huguenots' In France, the Waldanses ' and' Al--
Licenses In . Pledmaoti" the' Non-
conformists In England, i and
others who have been persecuted
on account of I their religion. All
of those people had 'the right In
their respectit government . any- -.

where and everywhere to entertain
their religioua beliefs, but it was
the practice of that faith that made
it olleiikive. Apd I look upon this in
the same way. ; Article 1. of , the
amendments to tbe Constitution
states that "CjoDgrws shall make no
law respecting an etablihn)ent of

j religion or prohibiting the free ex-- i
ercUe thereofJ" They will allow us
to think what an 'unspeakable
privilege thatj is but they will not
allow ui the ree exercise or that
fsltbwhlch tl e Conatltution guar- -
antees.. ller is the injustice and
the manifest reach of faith..

Mr. U. Is t not true that mar
rUgm is the b is of society, that out
of it pptiog tfce social relations, ob--
ugauas aao - duties with which
governments niu-- t recewaarily coni--:
rem themsetveti? Aud id it'not

; therefor wilhin the legitimate
scope of tbe power of every civil

. government determine whether
marriage nhali be polyga--.mous or monogamous . under its
uominiou? h , .

Mr. T. I da not look upon it la
that way. I ooueid-- r that - when
the Constitution of tbe United
.km n pi milieu auu wuptniithosBhlgb Gontracllne - parties did

- Ioeitvly agree that they would
.not interfere with religious aflairs.
.Now, If our marital relations are
not what Is? This ordl-nan- ce

! of aoanlage was a direct
revelation, t ua through Joseph
Hoilth the Psopbet, which we as a
people believe Jn. I refer you to
my testimony give , not long ago
iu a United Utatee Court, and i

' will tell you how, as I there stated
under oath, that I know . that God
has given this to us for our guid-
ance; In these matters. 'My oath
wou!d be taken on- - other matters,
why . not on: religion? You may
not know it, but I know that this
Is a isveUtfon -- Irom- God-and- -a

. command to his people, and there-to- re

it la my religion. I do
bot believe that tbe Bupreme Court
of the United Btatea nor the Con
greas of the United Ktates has any
rizht to interfere with my religl
oua views, acd hi dolog it they are
violating meir most, eacrea oouga'tlona.

Mr. II. My Idea i of religion Is
this: that man acknowledges,
loves, reverences, worships, and
gives thanks to God: that consti
tutes religion. Worship may take
various forms of expression, bat
where dkl M ever, how cau It, take
tbe form of Imarrying and raiding
families either single or plural
famille.? .

Mr. T. Mr. Holllster, are you a
believer In the Bible? 5

Mr. P. Mr.1 UoliUter'a question
is answered; by tbe Bible, which
plainly says that marriage is or--

.uainedof Ood. etc. -

Mr. T. Now,' 3Ir; JlolUster,; I
have so a jinswered youivques
tions. will you answer mine?I '

Mr.'H. Jn one sense I do, . I be-
lieve that pirt of the Bible that

use arguing with you on 'this sub
ject then; but as my Opinions are
desired for the public, I will
state that I believe In the Bible.
and believing In it I believe In
those principles therein set forth. .

Mr. 11. If marriage can be le-

gitimately called, religion,, what
human relation or pursuit may not
be so called? and if everything .is
religion, and the state ia prohibited
from interfering with It, what place
Is there left for the gtate7

Mr. T. I do ' not know of ' any
particular necessity for the state
interfering with Ireligious matters;
the Constitution : declares It shall
not. ) : . t

- t M

Mr. r. That la easily answered.
When one's religion assumes to in
terfere with the rights and liberties
pf others.'

Mr. T. Whose rights do we In-
terfere with?! that Is a questlen I
was going to ask you.

Mr. U. I consider that you In-

terfere with men's rights and wo-
men's rights and children's rights.

Mr. T. Ho w can we J interfere
with men's rights or with; women's
rights if all enter into it voluntari-
ly? The man ia Dot Injured by it.
for be assumes premeditatedly and
knowingly the responsibilities that
he voluntarily enters Into; the
woman's rights are not Interfered
with, for her actions are as the
man's voluntary, and sbe under-
stands the nature of the covenant
as well as the responsibility she as-
sumes. 'MX

Mr. II. I think It interferes with
the rights of men and women, be-
cause when a man marries a second
woman, some other man must; do
without any. Travelers 'Buch'as
Livingston and Bweinfurth tell usx

that the slave trade in Eastern and
Central Africa has been supported
for ages by the demand . for plnral
wives or concubines in polygamous
Ala. ! You believe that Mor mon-
ism will be universally;! received,
but polygamy cannot become uni-
versal, because the sexes are born
In about equal numbers. How can
a principle, net of 'universal appli-
cability, be philosophically sound,
or sound in any sense? ..

Mr. P What need of going out
" ' ' r1--'of Utah? ; j

Mr. II. If you are going to de-
fend polygamy s a sound ' philoso-
phical principle. I dont see how
you can avoid going out of Utah.

Mr. P. lint we only practice it
as a part of our religion. -- i

Mr. II. But if it is a true princi-
ple it mast be of universal applica-
bility?

- & i
Mr. P. There are certain princi

ples of our faith that must be be-
lieved In and practised before the
principle of polygamy, and there
fore it could not apply; to any but
believers in those principles as well

polygamy. ,- - , .?jur. x . l do not think it necessa-
ry to enter Into a discussionon these
points.' I speak of facts oanas--
quently I do not think they can be
successfully controverted. Tneee
theories are too visionary ana too
far in the future. It Is well known
that there are-- soores --of thou sands
of women in these United States
who cannot obtain husbands- - and
the same also - la iJiguuid and
other Christian countries And far-
ther more, we regard the plural or-

der of marriage as being, voluntary,
both on the part of the man and
tbe woman. If there should be
any disparity," as yod1 refer to if
there should not be two wives for
one man, why then' he could not
get them. , , !: . -

Mr. H. Is It not a trespass on
the rights of other? those of men,
because when , a man marries two
women, some other man must do
without, auj .those of women, be--,

cause they are each entitled to a
husband.and because the essence of
conjugal) love) is lexchjslvenest;
those of children, because theycannot have that care from a poly-
gamic they ought to and do have
from a monogamio father? . ,

Mr. Calder Let me ask you, Mri
Holllster, if you think a person has
the right to practiced polygamy in
our faith unless he accepts Joseph
Smith as a prophet of God?
: Mr. U No, nor then eithefo Of

Mr. C. How , then can it aflect
there that do not believe In him?
Mr. T. You propose to Interview

me in relation to this matter; and
on the other hand I propose , to. in?
terviewyou. .You give me credit
for my good falth;T give yon cred-
it for yours. jiiYou- - are a- - TJnited
Btatea ofUcer, and I am a believer
in the United States government.
I have taken the oath of allegiance
to the United Btatea . government,
not being American born, and I
have always; admired its institu-
tions; and I have been very desir-
ous to see the practice and carrying
out of these fundamental principles
of our government; I have been
anxious to public affairs con-
ducted in an honorable, Intelligent,
correct, philosophic," patriotic and
statesmanlike form in all things.
These have been my sentiments; I
presume ' they - are ;jours. ' ;I
would like to see the Government
take a course that would be calcu-
lated to promote union, confidence
and fellowshiu amoDg all classes.
I am not one of those that feel like
damning and destroying those that
dos.uot believe - as .1 Co. , k
believe that God la the Fa
ther nf allrand I believe-tha- t" this
ronrnmeut waa instituted by God
O m At a A

forcerUln purposes, in tne jnier- -
eatsof humanitTl and I wish 10

things conducted In that . man. -t a tnrih&t will tend to promote m
hinnlneM an d well-bein- g of all

and classes. Irrespective oi
creed, i I think, and know in fact,
we are misunderstood In many
spects. Home people turns: we are
enemies to this eovernmenU 'lean
truth fnllv aavl never was an 'en
mv tn the government, neither
have I ever entertained a feeling of
ensaltv In my heart.. . . I do not

w
turns
j a.ror one moment inai eitner wweyu

Hmlthnr Rriuham Young was an
enemv to the government: neither
do I believe that any or our leauiug
men. comprehending correct prin
ciples, ever . feel inimical to tne
ffntcrnmeitof the United Btatea.
Joseph Bmithhad
nmiifl riA halo, thai? -- If the Lord
spake to him was he to blame? I be--

a. as 4 a m arlieve that reveiauon. iuuu
Th.i ia n rlffhL One is a Baptist,

Preabyterian, etc.
t; that is his Individual business,.' . . .11nnt m nr. 1 iooe uiwn.ii mi wv u

all the children of the same Parent,
.11 h.vlrxr a perfect right to Ills

fall freedom of action
thrmt diatlnctlon. --And I would
mnrh pleased to see correct prin

Mt&hlUhad in the United
States, and thence spread through- -
out the worio. imi i""

t.i. II. Can.r?rjoU3 UAeT, In
your opinion, ha awtptediby any

oftlfication an
r. Kik.H Hiiii hvhwmiaecrlml
nal without abdicating its functions

question admitting of a great deal
of argument, depending altogether
npon circumstanci-s- . If the gov-
ernment sets eut la the first place
with a Constitution guaranteeingto all men freedom In regard to
their religions right and then vio
lates that Constitution, the rovern
ment then becomes the transgressor,
not the parties. Jj'or instance, re-

ferring, to the government of the
United States; do you believe that
iu constitution binding upon
Congress and upqn the Bupreme
courtr f w
1 ? Mr. H. Yea. sl

Mr. T. Thea, Laltbough I am
sorry to say it, yet I believe that
both of these exsJted branches of
the government hve violated their
most sacred obligations to sustain
that instrument. K

Mr. 11. Can ymr people longerentertain a reasonable expectation
of changing, or materially modify-
ing, the sentiment 3of the American
people on this sublet? f :

Mr. T. Unless ' tiiey go I back to
first principles We cannot, j We can
have but very lJJtle hope unless
they recognize tl$ validity of the
Constitution, and do not tamper
with that sacred Covenant.!

Mr. II. If noti 'can you expect
aa a people to practice polygamy
Indefinitely, bedgng it about with
secrecy, and wheii questioned ju-
dicially, evade orvleny It?

Mr. T. In relation to our expec-
tations pertaining to that, IheU. S.
jadiciary as well sa all thb powera
or this government are In tne
hands of God, an 4 we are In the
hands of God, and we and they Uo
must abide the issue.

Mr. IT. Viewed Boclaliy or philoT
sophlcally, apart from all religious
considerations, da you regard poly-
gamy as worthy. of perpetuation, at
the cost ' of perpetual antagonism
between i your people and their
countrymen?' 1 ..... .. :...'.!u

Mr.VT. However, we may re-

spect the government and its insti-
tutions I would respectfully Mwnare not the parties who produce this
antagonism: It' 1st men who,: place
meuiseivea m antagonisms to- tne
Constitution Of the United States.
We are governed by. the JawX
God, which is hot invldlation of
that Constitution : Our ' revelation
given . in August 1831 . specificallystates that If we keep1 the laws of
Ged we need not break the laws', of
the land. : Congress has since, . byits act, placed us la antagonism to
what we term an) unconstitutional
lawvand it now becomes a question
Whether we should TbeyGod , or
man. . j: j ;.; .

Mr. H. Bat in taking that po
sition do you not set yourselves up
as uia juugesoi tne constitution,whereas the laws(Sec709 K. B.) make
the Supreme Court the Judsreof the
constitutionality of the lawsrof
Congress? i :, : :

Mr. T. Without any interpreta--

tions ' from the . Supreme Court, , I
take it that the words . themselves
are explicit on this point requiring
uomverprei.ai.ion, auu nuy iuir-pretatl- on

could fnot make .them
plainer. , We take them to mean
what they say. When the Consti
tution says Coneress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of
religion or prohibiting the free ex-
ercise thereof, w take it to""lnean
w bat It says. - Congress, - indeed,can pass laws, land the SupremeCourt can sanction those laws; but
while they have the power, being
In tbe majority, tb Justice of those
laws Is another matter. .

Mr. H. Viewed as above do you .

regard polygamyits superior to mo
nogamy as, the form or law of, mar--
riage, and if so wherein?!

Mr. T. I consider it altogether
superior to the law of monogamy
in a great many particulars. Jb irst,
I base it upon the will and com-
mand of God both In ancient and
modern times; second, I base it up
on the natural results of monoga-
my. ' There is in all monogamic
countries, the United States not ex-

cepted, a terrible state! of things
arising from

. thepractice'of monogaa a a m ;amy, inianuciue ana leouciae pre-
vailing to an f alarming extent.
Statements are on record of 'reliable
men, such as physicians!, statesmen
and others, to the efleet that theyfeated that, in consequence of such
practices, the original stock of peo
ple In certain districts Would run
out. It is said that they arrange
the size of their-familie- s to suit
themselves, generally calculating
to i have" about two ehiidren, and
the rest must be killed either before
they come into the .world or after
wards; thus magmg murderers and
murderesses of all who! engage In
it, I Imbruing their bands in the
blood of innocence and; taking the
lives of those whom God committed
t5 their care. And It must be ad
mitted that whoredoms, and other. ....... ...- I. 4 V. I I r Ink.'suouiiUBUia yifcuucg) jwuivu Bra
offensive to good or civilized society
and contrary to the, laws of nature,
are carried on extensively, and that
people are doing tar worse tnings,
acoording to their own admissions,
associated with monogamy than we
are even charged with,; And that
While these things are sanctioned
and protected to a certain extent
by government at least winked at,
all those highly; moral and religious
principles, ordained of God, by
wnicn men euebt to be actuated.
are trampled Atnder foot. - A man
marries s wife, he do a not calcu-
late to be true to, her, but assaelatea
with lewd women, of whom there
arej thousands upon thousands in
the United States. Polygamy pro
tects its oflspring; monogamy does
not, Alow many are tnere now in
Washington, New York, Chicago,
Philadelphia and other cities that
make it a practice to cohabit with
other t women! "to whom children
are born, the results of their adul
tery, whom levy do not acanowi--
edi?e. but who' tire turned out upon
tbe streets to pscome warn in me
shaoe of newsboys.? street-swe- ep

ers, etc, ou teas La and pariahs ef so-

ciety, augment! ng also the criminal
classes and me paupers, leaving
other people tdprovlde for their il
licit olTdorlne: ana it is not an un- -
frequent thin? for .such' children.
while engaged sweeping the street
cmaaincrs." to ...atk their own -- father
for a penny, ins emia not Knowing
the father nor &ne ratner tne cnuu.

Mr.-I- Do ; you consider these
evils the necessary concomitants of
monogamy more than of polygamy7

Mr. T. lhette are nne results oi
monogamy, wnetner necessary or
not, and these are the evils asso-
ciated with it. We acknowledge
eur children.: we acknowledge our
wives: we have no mistresses. We
had no prostitution j here until
was Introduced by monogamy, and
I am now told that these other dia
bolical deeds are following in Its
train. The courts have protected
these people In their wicked pracv
tlcee. We repudiate all such things,
and hence I consider that a system
that will enable a man to carry out
his profession,!, and that will enable
him .to acknowledge ihiaVwife or

tnat uod has actually commanded
you to practice 'polygamy don't
you men ever have a doubt of iil

Mr. Tay lor, a few parties having
come in on business called a vote
of those present as to whether theyanew tnat tne principle or pluralmarriare was of Qod! or net. The
vote was unanimous An 'the axurm
aO-- J j :l--

Mr. ii. ir not, why did your
constitutional convention in Veb.,
1STZ, agree, by a two-thir-ds Vote, to
submit the question Of its abandon
ment In case , Congress should
make that a condition of admission
Into the Union, to the test of a pop
ular election, and why did the peo
ple vote unanimously , in favor of

Mr. P. They did not.!
Mr. H They agreed to submit

to the people whatever Conerss
snouia make a condition ot ad mis
ston into the Union.. h ij.'H iidt

Mr. P. We did that to meet
the' minds of a . few i member?,
but tLem wan ho' pomise of com- -
promif. in nuy shape, u
; . Mr. H. In tbe X)eserjet Neavs
of June 3, 1S72, the editor, whom I
presume was Mr, Cannon, said tbat
the Mormon renreeentatives 'who
naa , returned from washlncrton
had assurances i from ; ! the f House
Territorial committee that a bill for
the admission of the. State of Deser
ret would be reported favorably at
the next? session.1 provided polv--
gamy were absolutely, and Uncon--
ditlonally renounced. A Does not
that showjhat you understood pre
cisely tne terms or laamission andmeant to comply with them by re-

nouncing polygamy? r iliC 'J! 'ij -

Mr-- P. JNo, It was only an item
Of news.'.',' "A :

, t i "
, .

Mr. lH.-VTh- ryou5 admit that
he calling of a constitutional con- -

Iention by the legislature, the
of that convention, fram-

ing a constitution, its submission
to and adoption: by the people, the
election of a State legislature and
Other Ulcers, the meeting of that
legislature, its election of senators,
and their going, to Washington to
Urge upon Congress the ratification
of these proceedings was a-- farce, t "

JVir. Taylor its object was to ob
tain the views of Congress and the
conditions it would impose before
admitting us as a 8tale and then
lay them before tue people, but I
acknowledge It ended in a farce., n

1 Mr. H. The proceedings at that
tlmo created tne impression

" that
you 1 J would - give up ?" polygamy
for statehood; it was general and J
am sorry if it was not Justified H
your real intentions. . 4 t , , .

I Mr. T. You are mistaken oh tliat
point, our people never entertained
such an opinion.' x& f 'i'--

l Mr. At. section o, of the oral
nance providing for 'submitting to
the people such terms as Congress
might prescribe was adopted in the
convention oy a vote or two to one,
and the people sanctioned it by S5
O0Q votes. And you, Mr.Taylor. ad
vocated the retention of this section
la the ordinance." ,

" ' .A
Mr. T. NO Sir. I was not a 'mam- -

ber of the convention, j M .'i s s
Mr.li. Then It was another man' " " 'ofyourname. ;"
Mr. a. J?'.. Smith He .was from

tbesouth.;fI..Iilfifv:, tils i
IMf. Penrose The entire proceed- -

logs were intended merebr to give
Congress a .chance, te admit uel er
show why we were not admitte

SJVir. AI. Is not. In fact, what
call revelation the' expressionthe crystallized public sentlmen
your people; and If a majoritymem euouia aesire n to - aban
p(lygamyr (would what ia .called
revelation deter them from doingBO? " f .: f . k Vf

Mr. Calder Mr. Colfax--whe-n he
was here, and as Ihe waa lea vine.
said, to President Young, Mr,
Ybung, .you say Joseph Smith had
a revelation institutine bolvramvr
my advice to you Is to get a revela
tion to ao away with it.','., i:

5 Mr IX. Myfideaof revelation Is
embodied in my Question. In vour
case I look upon it as the crystalliz-ed expression ef the highest wisdom
of, your people, speaking through
your organ,, the head -- of. the
Church. . ; . JrMr. T.- Off course you are'not a
believer In revelation? 1 -
t xdn - AA. Not in the seheel in
wbicbyou use the word! nor per
haps in the sense in which it la ordi
narily used. ' A

" :

Mr. A'.--T- hen 1 do not see that
you . can consistently i apply: yourideas to our faith, afa least we can
not acknowledge them. - -- t s

Mr. Penrose Joseph Bmltu re
ceived a revelation written on gold
plates and he and three others saw
it together. It was just aa tangible
as that which Moses received writ- -
tenon the tablesiof stone; and it was
not the crystallized opinion of our
beet men, It was a fact.-'--- :i 1 -

Mr. ii. ir it is a fact; then it can
be proven tv - '.- - ,

Mr. P. It can be proven: the
Lord very wisely caused, to be taken
the- - evidence of eye and ear wit
nesses to the fact, and .their testi
mony-i- s published. .,:t
i - Mr. 11. jso evidence imaginable
would convince me of it.' If I saw
it I should think some- - hallacina--
tioii hadposseasiOn of my senBes. -

Mr. J t d. it la very unfair,
Mr. Hollisier, in you to even think
that a people who have auuereu aa
we have: for our faith, having been
driven five different times from our'
homes, and suffered erven to mar-
tyrdom, should be Insincere in eur
belief. Questions you have, asked
here .repeatedly, 'imply that we
coo Id get up revelations to suit our
selves. J j!l tr sp3- Tui'Ui

Mr.- - H.-M- y --quest lens .imply
this:'that?whenKyonr best minds
agree upon a certain pollcyf that
you believe it is the voice of God,
or Inspired by, illm. la that sense
I assent to it. The great political
acts of a people are inspired tin the
same sense, as we say The voice of
the people Is the "voice or Ood; ana
tost, i assume, .ia tne basis or an
levelation. J You put it forth In the
name of God, and- - can believe that
Li the word of God to you . f Iidaa't
doubt It at all, put in that way.iia

1 Mr.?J. P. S. To give you an Idea
of what we csncelve to be revela-
tion, alldw me to state the manner
In which Joseph Smith translated
the Book of Mormon, as we. are in-

formed by those who- - know the
facta 'Solar from it being the crys
tallied thought of our best men, or
of Joseph Smith, he translated that
book' by means an instrument
called the Urim and Thummlm. or
Interpreters; the...,- - translation or
words appeared on that instru-
ment: in .the English ; language,which' Joseph read off to thescrlbe.
who-Wrot-

e it ;down.' He; had no
agencyin the matter; the transla-
tion was given to him through the
Urim and. Thummlm by '.the giftand powerctjBod. 1....;;., ,s

; 2Jjv T.-Mr- . Holllster, you place
yoursslf-- ' In the position - f ?the
scientists of the present xlay-i-yo- ur

noticni ar' .

wnicn violates its marital relation?,
and, Whilst hypocritically ' profess
ing to be true to Its pledges, recx
lesaly violates the aarae and tram
ples upon every principle of honor,
wnicn ens) aovn sm ooouy ana a
liberately decides how many chil
dren shall be mnrdered-an- d how
many tfihaiii live, i : tjis : ene, jar.
HolUster, is a great deal better sys
tem than, the other, r iuore monogamy

came here we had no houses
ef ill fame, and eor-wome- n ,' were
not seduced. "'::.'- - 'i iitr 1

Mr. II. Does not the Bible which
gives the Urst account of polyga-
my also give ns '

(he; first account. of

Mr. T. To a very Hmlted extent,
but It was punishable ; by ; death
la connection with, the: poly gamie
law a t. 3.t'.X '.'iji-'.f- '

Mr. II Tht n prosfll tttldn.' is not
neceeaarily a. CQfiQomitaBt ef mo
nogamy any ) tb ore -- than it is of
polygamy7 r ;: j: ., f ..'rg-- i

MrrT,--tfy It Is, for under the
shed with death. ' And It Is known
;o the world that Prostitution Is a
concomitant or ; outgrowth of mo
nogamy to be found in all monoga-
mous countries and la really one. of
tbe prominent ilnsUtutiona f mo-nora-

having- - been licensed in
some ,'parhr of . the United i States,
and It is also licensed in France and
Other Christian tontries. 1 'J- -

Mr. IL Imfirht reply to this that
Christian nation .. regard - prosti tu--
tleiL as : an levll,- - to-- be- - regulated
where It cannot be suppressed: that
Jt is i nowhere. among them eneour-ged.'b- at

universally frowned upon;
that Itwete better for man to put
mere ; restraint UDonihia passions.
than to provide the means of satis
tying them' under the cover of' law
or religion. , "t "i vl- - '"a.-:.- k S'J

MrT. 1: think 11 'better t hon
estly and honorably carry"', out . our
jrofeslons,than to acV tbe partof
nypocrltee whether as individuals
er nations."':' ' '. Zfr

( Mi'.H. But ITwe'twaht ta get
through we must confine the dis
cussion to the line of toy written
qiieetlons. Otherwise It would be
endless. i will therefore ask Waa
riot ' the great object of the institu
tion of polygamy to rapidly Increase
the number of the adherents of your
church, and la not that object ac-

complished a far as Is practicable
in that way? . ? ii.a xr.t-ui.-

Mr. T. The object aa well as tbe
Institution; was designed by the Al-

mighty and hot by man. I believe
that the revelation on 6 marriage to
Joseph Smith'.was given : by the
Lord and I Hot only. believe It but
I know it, and it is sufflcient for
me to know that He has His own
purposes In 'doing so; and further-
more, oar covenants are associated
with eternity as well aa time.

. ...n rr t - m 11.L

how is it:.-- that y ou divorce so com--
nionly? "'' ,;

Ir'j.JVSJ (whft had.' noma
into the cuice;. xiW same authori
ty (as wajr given by; the Xjord; to
Peter)' that has power .to unite or
bind together has power to; loose.
Furthermore, our divorces' are not
SO Common. .,u,!Mr. Pv--If the , object was to 4n
crease the' numter of people It did
not originate with; Joseph Smith,
but from the Lord; this revelation
isi not 'the product of man ' hot of
(Sod, and whatever the object of It
was, the object was In tbe mind of
God and not in the mind of man.'"

;Mr. IL Is It not a great trial to
both men ana women to enter into
the practice of polygamy? h 4 : 1

i Mr. T. I don't think it Is much
of a trial; our people: entea into it
quite readily. 'Perhaps not more
89 than tor enter Into monogamy.
judging from the number of unmar
ried persons everywnere. l suppose
iq New - York alone there are not

than 40,000 men who are un
married, and with plenty of women
with whom they might enter Into
marital relations, f

" ii 5 .

Mr. P. Whatever trials there are
iu monogamyHo some extent are
enlarged id polygamy; and what-
ever benefits here are In monoga-
my are enlarged In polygamy. ' -

Mr. XL. t got tne impression,
from reading --your published dis
courses, that iu practice was any
thing but pleasant to eitner men or

Mr. T. That is in part correct. It
was & very - rreat t rial for Joseph
Smith, and for the Twlve Apostles
and others, to shoulder the respon-
sibility; of --introducing a . system
that was at variance with our cus-
toms and traditions, and those of
the people of the world. There is
where the trial comes in: out we
felt that we would rather do that
than' disobey the command of God.

Mr. H. It is not on record that
Joseph Smith onjoined this on the
people as tne command or uoov

Mr. J. F. Smith.--It is recorded,
but the records are not published.
And as to the ' trials attending it,
there is this which I think should
be mentioned: There are the In
creased responsibilities of a nume
rous family, wnicn religious con
viction alone could ; enable a man
to assume; and perhaps it is naraiy
necessary to say that only such
convictions could induce women to
enter Into It. ! - - ' ' -

Mr. II. I have an idea tnat tne
mai orlty of the women are so influ
enced, hut cannot say as to the
men; some may, passieiy. do, out
not all, by a great way. ? 1 1 : jh u

Mr. P. 1 admit mat to a sman
extent, but that does not afieot tne
nrlnciDle... ASxeepuona of tnat aura
exist in every denomination. ! - '

Mr, II. You say It waa com
manded, by revelation from - God.
Waa not: Joseph . Smith in the
habit of praying' for revelations
when at a loss how te proceed? . u

Mr. T. Tea. air. and so were tne
other prophets of whom we read."

wherein it would be more tm pro- -
ot im practicable to get k reve-lo- n

Gr forbidding it than it was to
get one enjoining Hi. ..;:; f.iv

joi j. J . . Tnat wooia pe as
su nxtng-tha- t Joseph ' Sm Ith's reve
lation waa the product of t his-- , own
ImaginaUon; such a thing we can
nnt admit. - ."'.'.

Mr. II. nave not all nations had
revelations accord I ng' to the- - light
of the beat minds-o- f those: nations
at the time?

Mr. P-- No, far above the light of
the beet minds.
. Mr. T. Vou, not being a believer
In the Bible, of course, it would be
difficult for you to understand our
position- -, We believe in God's
speaking and directing, from time
to time, as lie may deem fit; in
fact, our Church Is founded!on the
principle of revelation.

Mr. .. At. Alow many . in your
judgment do the adherents of your
cnurcn in utan now number;

Me. T.- -I do not now positive
ly, ' prouauiy about, loo.ooj. x on
have ypnr sources of information as
well aa i i-i-

ve

. Mr: Mulr.-T- he Brltiihx Gov- -

ernnjent In Tull does protect po
lygamy by la Jr. whilst it enforces
Us laws against. SutteeJ j U & i t.

Mr; IX. India is an old and pep- -

uious country: and It is perhaps im
possible for the 'British government
to cnange its customs in this, re
spect. ;t a This is ja.fyoupg country
with A great future j before , it. and
polygamy is; yet in t its Infancy,which are tsofficient reasons for a
different Toliey.. It is deemed. ;the
part of wisdom to start' right, land
your neing small or large, weak or
atronir.cuts no figure in. it. . Not
only polygamy, but the principle of
ecclesiastical control in secular af-
fairs presents an antagonism toour
institutions that is as complete as
can oe, imagined. . At must be mod-
ified In some way or great . trouble
will one day, , ensue. It can not rea-
sonably be com plained i of, it seems
tome, tbat we should seek to sup-
press polygamy, at least ' by force
of law In its Infancy! 'iP

'Mr. Musserv-j-B- ut Suttee was,9 if
tujr vxuug, a uuaiuiU: .ut wuivu une
natives of IlindoeLan v were' more
devotedly attached than to polyga
bay, and the government has . sup-
pressed that. oiu:'. iivf

.A V A V V. IHJ j VJL U.U&
t wise for the government- - to . en

deavor to suppress, polj gamy. : y I
they should first manifest

Shlnk,antagonism to the practice of
iand foeticide and : the

prevailing prostitution - and i in-
stead of prosecuting and proscribing
uk, they should assist n us remov-
ing these contaminating Influences,
from lour, borders. .. furthermore!
While Great Britian Ua moaarchial
government she can tolerate 180,-000,0- 00

ef polygamlats, and throw
around them thei protecting . regis
of the law,' while the United States,
4 republican j and professedly a free
government, ia enacting lawa pros-
ecuting and proscribing so small a
number aavlouuou in ner Territory;this does' not speak well for the ad--
mioistration of republicanism.

? "Mr, At Should Congress; amend
the law so as to make the oflence
continuous, and thus annul --, the
statute of limitations as regards this
oflence, and - should' your- - leadingmen be convicted and Imprisoned,
Would not that -- stop f the,"further
contraction of poly gamousjl marria- -

IttviicTi-s-- The uniform s testi
mony of both sacred rand J PTOfkne
history among alt nations "answers
No. I, am very sorry that Congressthmnirh lf nnvlan- - rMrtr" Viaa

laced ns in an attitude of hostility,?'olygamy is not a crime, per set it
Was the action of i Congress tbat
made polygamy a crime, uiAs be-
fore stated, the British government
allows one - hundred and eigh
ty millions lof their.' people to
practice it, and oy law, protect
them m P'7; l veiy( unfortunate
that our republican goverment can-
not be as generous to its provincesa a monarchist government can to
its colonies, being placed in1 this
position by ; their action ; and ' hav-- ,
lhg a Commandment pf God which
1st binding , upon us.' hot only .'. in
time, but In eternity.ji We have a
great reverence for the admonition
or our wavior. who says; "Fear riot
them which kill the body, -- but are
not able to kill the soul, but tather
fear him Which Is able to , destroyboth soul and body in helL?Vs Fur-
thermore, Daniel, , the three He
brew children and others', it would
seem, were governed by the1 same
principle and absolutely refused to
be governed by the dlctuba bf their"
oppressors. : tl iA - iV

"

&A 1 1 A
1 Mr, Ai. if you persist In theTfu-ture- as

in the' past in, this practice.
what kind of an ultimate outcome
dd you anticipate, CtiTd you not
consistently surrender polygamy on
tne ground mat tnere is no ' pros-
pect of changing the 5'r pinion, and
law ef the country agaUiat itr .and
that nullification of tha iawa is sure
to' result disastrously in the. end to
the nulliflers? i "r a s:,-.

nullification of '.the Constitution;
but we leave that with God. It is
His 'business ' to take - care) of tIIis
Saints , An eminent poet has said:
"Do what is right let ther conse-
quence tollow.,ya li -- SM'iJt Mow-

Mr; Masser.a- -I . think the' liOrd
coutd better answer that' question.

,f Mr. ai. "The Ara" is a foreign
power to this Kovernmentr in the
sense iu which you constantly re
fer to1 Illm. f v sirft;;: i Ji a!iui-i:-

Mr.T.-- I am afraid he Island
there lies the difficulty. When na-
tions forsake God we cannet expect
them to act wisely.? In doing what
they have done, they have, openedthe Hood gates ,of ; diseord, -- to this
nation which , they cannot easily
close, i We are now proscribed, it
will be others' turn next. - Congresshas assumed a most fearful reanon- -

.iLiu a a. a. fsiuiiuy in oreaaing aown its txn-stitutlon- al

barriers: but the: flood
gates once opened, It becomes quitea prooiem to say . wnere . tne - pro--
sccipuon vwiu ena-- utnera uisvnot receive these infringements on
their religions rights quite aa peace--
aoiy as we ao; ir congress and . the
nation'can stand , it, .we . think t we
Can. r.r-,r- Wl.rfl t"'i'!t-"-,- -

Mr. You hold then ( that
your church possesses the oracles of
neaven exclnsl vely , a ad tbat the
condemnation of polygamy by all
Christian nations is without reason
and wisdom, and contrary to the
spirit of revelation? ; u s.a f i ?

Mr. Tv we most assuredly do.
Mr. P Noah would have - made

the same answer to that question
air. aa. ir capacity or aaapta-bUityt- o

universal application be a
pood "test of the . soundness of ; a
principle or this nature, and polyg-
amy will not stand , the test, does
not a doubt aa to tbe fact xf Cod's
having commanded the' Mormons
te receive and live it justly anseT "

Mr. T. Your hypothesis we do
Mil kdVnntrlMliMi: .' .': 'i-- '' .' ' : '

Mr. II. You claim,' thin, polyg
amy as a principle is of universal
applicability and could be univer
sally pracusea. :C.:t4.n- - M.-.i;t;.- X(

Mr. T. Yes. sir. It Is tbe nor.
mal condition of mankind andT.has
been practised from time Immemo
rial by almost all naUona. v Monog
amy as out tne outgrow in of .a sy s-t-

where corrupt Christianity af--
filiatea with a debased pazanlsm.
Why Elr,three-fourths- ef the human
ramny as near as can, b told,' are
acknowledged polygamlsts: to-da-y.

and: the , balance corruptly) so,
tbouarh professedly monogamists.
f ' tlr. H. Is It .not ; possible

- that
there Is some mistake about it? .

' IIr.Ti-- 1 mlsht answer that by
asking yoa if there Is any mistake
Kihcut the authenticity of the Bible.

tiothloa; to eolaeeal frotrt the world.
We are quite willing they, should
knaw alAut these thlnoa.,.,. i ,. .;.'!
) tiVLrv U Are mere more nar--
rlageable women than meh In'the

burchia the aggregate? . f. r L r.
t jur. l i x ou nave . the mune op

rtunities and advantages of arrlv
ng at such .conclusions-- , a-- , we

ve. j
MrH.--- I think not. 5You hnst

ave records, and it seems to me
hat somebody most have : some

Inbstantlally correct - idea about
these . statistical , matters"; I f am
trying Ito ascertain whether the
fraetfosj is Increasing or not. '"

It would be a very" aiffi-cu- lt

thing to answer a question of
instkiAd.- - ' i ? i' ' o

Mr. II. Are there as many poly.
gamous marriages in proportion te
tne: whole number of people as
there were ten or ' twenty years

6W. ,!'- -
Mr. T. I would not .be able to

that. 1 ' Janswer: ,
I Mr. H. Is there not a growingdistaste to it; among - the younger

members of your church?' - 'Y,'
Mr. P. Such r Assertions have

been made, hut I - think? It a ' great
mistake. I find that among ithe
young people there is su better un
derstanding about the principle of
plural marriage than, ever before.
and consequently their belief in it
14 more widespread. J';'s:". ;':"' ?t.".

Mr, al I have been told diner- -

e&tly In my travels through ; the
territory. m f J': J

Mr. P. Of course there are some
Who do not believe in it, and you,
doubtless, have met such persons;

Mr, a.xott yoBrseir. Mr. ,Tay--
ler, have not married since the law
wse passed;-- - proscribing ! poly- -

Mr, 1 1MO. Bir.:;,j..-.-i.-u-.- ' 1 .

Xfr. H .VVhvl nnd? frnr' knanMt
to theiaw? J : -- A'1"An iiilXur, t

Mr. T. I do not think I should
have considered consequences if I
had thought it my duty to take an
other wue ji am pretty well oa la
years, (upwards of seventy." i t

Mr. H. Bat the law' was' 'passedii 1862,16 years aeo. ':,.-- ;
Mr. T. It was not out of resnect

te the law; for I, consider the law a
most unjust one.; And A may say
that I always Entertained ; a great
deal Of ' respect for the Supreme
Court of the nation until some little
time ago. when it was dragsred into
politics, and its decisions given' ac-
cording to a 1 direct, distinctive, po--
ntica i line urawn . petween I tne
members of! that-augus- t' body as
might! have been expected from any
other politicians; ! , then felt that
the glory of our' Judiciary had de-
parted, and I had hot much confid
ence In regard to their : acts, after
wards. i i ttt-i- i :J'Mr.iH. You allude to the; elec
toral commission. - It is not aproposto the purpose of this interview, but
I Will; say that every man has his
political , bias, or conscience-- , t to
which he could no more be untrue
than you can to your religions bias
or conscience. If he were, he would
be worse lhan crucified, covered
With feuch odium and contempt aa
no sensitive man could live tunder.
The 'members of the- - SupremeCourt I, believe simply decided in
tnat case in accordance with- their
oonscleneesv? which were of course
n accordance with their' political
atth.l ,

" , .i i i i
MrJ T.-rY- ou say ihe Judges can

not give up their political bias, yetwe are called upon by them to give
up our religious bias. j, .,..! .

ir; At. 'ro return, I was In hopes
you would say the reason you had
not taken another wife since 1862
was out of respect to the law.1 4 -

HU T. if that were so. I should
be a hypocrite; but what has politl-- i

Cat bias to do with justice and equi
ty? is tnat a reason ror tnat august
assembly to pervert tbe lw?i xu --jMr. tl. Will not J udee Walte's
decision' throw an apple of discord
among" your ' people, if youdo not
Cease the practice of polygamy, by
strengthening those, if aoy,whoare Opposed to it: and la tbereXsot
ground . to-- hope or fear that Its op
ponents may ultimately be in the
maforlty in the Church itself? -

Mr. IV Ko, sir; no ground, toi
either hope it, or fear it; quite the

p posit e t wouia state that u the
United SUtes think that by prose
cut! on or. persecution, or through
proscription

- they can : control the
consciences of men, they have then
discovered phase In human na
ture! entirely; new and.unheard of
peioie. j j -j

Mr. H --T- hey do not propose to
control their consciences but their
aCtSl. i'. - L - ; : ?il vt-.- u

Mr. T. But that is all so much
bosh, you! ;know; that - Is ; tanta
mount to saying. We will allow vou
to tmna out not to act, it doee not
give the liberty that the Constitu
tion pretcribea to allow free action
In the exercise or religious convie
tions. 1 iw you think ' that 'law
cafe oouUul conscience? , ,.

Mr. Ai. It does not propose to.
but it cautrut accept - the verdict of
the Individual conscience Against
tbat of the general conscience. . If
you may set your conscience above
the. law, i may; everybody may,
and there is then an endof iawt
there is anarchv."-- - ..(ssjai.

Air. t. Excuse toe, but1 that. Is
the argument Judge Walte hasiu--
troaucea. u r lie has cited tbe prac
tice of the Sattse. savin? that if
they could do that la the nameV
religion, anything else misht te
done. You, I underttaadMri Mus--
ser, wno was . present! ' nave, peen
In India, let me ask you a question.I believe, there are some 159 to ISO
millions of polygamists, In practiceand theory, in .that country under
the British Government, does that
government Interfere . with their
polygamous ,inarriasea, or protectthem therein? That government
has, and very properly too, prevent-ed the destruction of Hie by the
immolation ef widows, but not the
prppasation cf Ufa through 1 the
practice cjf j Lrjtny; that I ts-IIav-

e

clared that i paper a nuisance and ,

ordered its. removal by the marshal, v
who proceeded to carry out the
orders of the Council.1 The city
council did thlsjwlth Us eyes opeu,.
fully-underetandln-g .the stroug bias
entertained by the people in favor
of a free press, and considering it-
self- capable of Judging between '

liberty and licentiousness that . ity :

council conBidered itself j amuhable
for Us own acts. . I.was a member
of that "council, and know about
the matter. That council was Wi- l-
ling to submit to the law, and in .

answer to a requisition did appear .

before 'Squire Wells, as we then
called him, who was not then a
member r of our Church .After-ward- fl

Governor Ford sent a com-- v.

mlttee to wait upon Joseph Smith,
requesting him to send a committee
witn papers ana evidence in rela
tion to the matter tneu in question.and myself were ap--
pointed that committee. ' Cover-- ,
nor Ford stated that he wished to
connillato the - mobocratio feelinr
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thnfc Ihon nrAvatlnil. itnrl ' nlthniioli M

the city council had submitted t
an investigation, and entered into'
recognizances according to jaw, to.
nreet the wishes of the mob, he de-- ;
Airnd im.tr) redoest the cltv coun- -
clL rJoeeoh ? and i Hyrum Smith) i
to? comply i again: with a requi-
sition .issued . by an ofllcer. iu
Carthage I then asked If we were
to i come prepared to protect our
selves, which we were amply able
to do, but he said it would not be
wise to do that in t ue present state
ot ! excitement.; I then ( asked
him t -- what guarantee - had
for ' our protection " among
t hii 1 lawless body . of . meiiV
He then said; ! pledge you my
honor and the-fait-h of the Htste,
that they shU be protected." The
Governor left them to Jthelr' fate,
and they were soon after murdered
iu cold uiood. l saw tnem Bnot
down under 'this violated pledge,'
the 3 guards left by the Governor
being among tne i active agents er
thi niurilAr. . I have reason to re--
mom ber that., for I was shot five'"
times myself, not being there as a
prisoner, but as. a friend pf the vie--
tlms.

Mf. II There la po ono who at
temptd toi Justify such Ihtoirs .

1 Mf. T.-- -l menU'-- s h'-- oenow 2-

that it was not polygamy: that re r
casloned these outrages but li'm-- k .

tility. to our. religious faith. Did we .

have any redress?" NoJ Were these
mtirdfirers ever brought to Justice?
Not, In speaking to some of the
Jedges, on a certain occasion, I
asked 'them 5Why. they did not'
bring those men to judgment, tell- -
lag them that if they wanted their --'.
names I could furnish them, for I
saw them, j Why was it nO person '
Was dealt with for that act? Be--,

cause we were Mormons;" and, - '

as ! -- have' said, the reason we'.
left Nauvoo : was : not because of ,

polygamy, but because a mob mur-- ,

dered some of our best cltl2eB8t
and they" were afraid- - of being
brought to judgment; and to avoid
this we were driven from the State,'
That man's father (pointinf? to ttr.
J. F. Smith) I saw fall. Has tbe
United States more cause for com- - --

plaint than we have? witli others
good comfortable

home,
my ,graVdeaI " fhave ever had here, well furnished

' -
f Or? ' pcrje,as a government? ,my reason approves pf. ii j
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