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The Methodists and Dancing.

BY A MINISTER OF THE METHODIST

EPISCOPAL CHURGCIH,

From its earliest history Method-
ism has carried on a vigorous war-
fare in defense of Spiritual Chris-
tianity. It took at the beginning
and held to this day, what
some might regard asextreme posi-
tions on the subject of worldly
amusements.

But let us not flatter ourselves with
the idea of a vantage-ground,which
no one else has the wisdom to see
nor the grace to oecupy. Others, as
well as ourselves, see the beauty of
holiness. Almost every branch of
the church of Christ has taken the
alarm, and, by its leading ministers
or resolutions passed in Ecclesiasti-
cal Councils, has spoken emphatic
words of warning. A few extracts
from the sources whence they ema-
nate, will show us the sentiments
and convictions of the general
church in our whole land. The
General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church thus spoke half a
century ago:

“On the fashionable, though, as
we belivve, dangerous amusements
of theatrical exhibitions and danc-
ing, we deem it necessary to make
a few observations, The theatre
we b-ve always considered as
schos! of immorality. With res-
pect to dancing, we think it neces-
sary to observe that, however

lausible it may appear to some, it
s perhaps not the less dangerous on
account of that plausibility. Let

it once be introduced, and it is|vices, buf in

difficult to give it limits. It steals
away precious time, dissipates re-
ligious impressions and hardens
the heart.”

The General Assembly of 1865 re-

_—

from
acting of an animated and un
conscious child from
ized theatre.
in a certain way. It is an institu
tion whose captivating

incidents. Dancing
subject of discussion foreign to the
dance of society. Dancing is not

its inspiration from the ball-room

sort of knowledge which seems teo
embelden and enforce the solicit-
ations of the dance. * * Christian

ople are net much in danger
rom the solicitations of gross vices.
We waste breath when we exhort
them not to get drunk, gamble or
steal; real peril lies in the license
accorded to the mild vices. With-
out a beginning there can be no
end, The wisdom of the ancients
aimed at stopping beginnings. To
close up the entrance way is to
prevent disaster. In the swift de-
clivity of moral deterioration every
step accelerafes motion and dims
the probability of steppage or re-
turn. The polite amusements of
the day are the angles of depar-
ture frem earnest Christian living.
Were I to express a deliberate
judgment, founded upon a basis of
some experience and much observ-
ation, it would be this: That thou-
sands of the young members of our
churches lose their Christian hope
by participating in these ques-
tionable festivities. Not for the
reason that these forms of in-
dulgence are open and obvious
part for the rea-
son that they are not. If they
rejection from the classes of whom
[ am writing. But they are so in-
nocent-looking, so plausibly de-

affirmed the action of the session of | fended and reputably patrenized.

1818, and ‘‘affectionately exhorted
all t,ha members of the church to
avoid all recreations and amuse-

Exactly here lies the hiding eof
their harmfulness. They captivate,
capture and graduate to lower sta-

ments which are calculated to im-

ges and styles of self-indulgence a

ir spirituality, lessen Christian | great multitude of victims.”

nfluence, or bring discredit upon
them in their profession as mem-
bers of a Christian ehurch.”

The late Bishop Mecllvaine, of
the Protestant Episcopal Church,
thus speaks on the same subject:
““Let me now turn to two objects
in which there is no difficulty of
discrimination—the theatre and the
dance. TWNe only line 1 wouwld draw
inregard to these is entire exclusion.
And yet, my brethren, I am well
aware how easy it is for the imag-

ination to array both of these in
such an abstract and elementary
simplicity, so divested of all that
gives them their universal charac-
ter and relish, that no harm counld
be dete:ted in either."”

In 1866 the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association held a General
Convention in Albany, N. Y.
Delegates were present from all

rts of the United States, and the

ritish Provinces. The question of
amusements was carefully consid-
ered, and the conclusion reached
was thus set forth:—‘“That we bear |
our energetic testimony against
dancing * * * assodistinctive-
ly worldly in its associations and
unspiritual in its influences as to
be utterly inconsistent with our
profession as the disciples of Christ.”

It is presumed that the advocates
of dancing will insist, at the out-
set, that we shall make a distincs
tion among the various fashionable
dances of the times. It is »pot
probable that any Christian reader
of this article will attempt to de-
fend the round dances. But cotil-
lions and quadrilles, we are told
avre different — they are modest,
graceful and harmless. Doubtless,
there is a difference. 1t is not
necessary to preve that the mere
motion is sinful in order to con-
demn it; nor need we assail the

rsonal character of all who plead

or dancing as an innocent amuse-
ment. The abstract possibility of
its being so practical as to render it
healthful exercise may be admit-
ted. We will even go so far as to
confess the beauty ef certain pic-
tures of innocent dancing in the
family circle, wherein one daugh-
ter presides at the piano and the
rest of the children whirl about in
their graceful evolutions till father
and mother feel the happy contag-
ion and join in the mirth until it is
time to call the house to order for
evening prayers. We do not hap-
pen to know any family where de-
votion and dancing live together
on such excellent terms; neverthe-
less extraordinary things do ocecur
in the world, and this may be
among them. I quote from a recent
article in a religious paper—the
Christian Advocate.

Dancing is essentially an exhibi-
tion which addresses the eye of

| the spectator and craves admira-

tion. It tends directly to cultivate
the love of display and of the praise
which it elicits, a passion as avari-
cious in its way as the miser’'s greed
of gold.
erally, and of the youths who at-

tain a degree of proficiency, not a |

few will soon tire of the approval
of the little circle and thirst for the
applause of the multitude. Andin
té)il; form dancing is detrimental to
soul and body. The late hours
which it involves are a fatal objec
tion to it. The confined atmos-
here in which it is practised is in-
Furiuua. The style of the refresh-
ments common on such occasions
and the untimely hour when they
are taken, increase the evil, The
undue excitement exhausts instead
of invigorating the vital powers.
The suddeu transitions from the
heated ball room to the chill night
are not safe, as many an early grave
can testify. The dress, the ex-
citement, the confined air, the un-
seemly hours, are all palpable vio-
lations of haaibh laws. But we are
told that these can all be regulated.
Possibly they can; but we are deal-

|ing with facts as they exist and are

likey to remain. Such a reply
will hardly meet the difficulty.
You say that some of the above
statements would apply with equal
force to religious services and other
public entertainments, Grant this
in part, if you please, and still the
evil is not obviated. We are not
excusing but accusing.

Finally, dancing involves unde-
sirable associations. Here we de-
sire to be especially careful, that we
may not offend. We bring no in-
discriminate accusations against
those who love to dance. Itisa
prevailing custom in Montana
among all classes. Some of m
best friends dance. Further,lam
looking at this subjeet from a €hris-
tian standpoint. If we are to tell
the whole truth, it must be stated

| that as a rule dancing prevails le:s

as you ascend the scale of virtue,in-
telligence and religion and more as
you go down to explore the realms
of ignorance and vice. In our great
cities, those sections which are
recognized as the homes and dens
of vice and degradation, abound in
dance-houses, and the sound of the
violin and of many trampling feet
mingles nightly with the noise of
rage and blasphemy. DBut as you
ascend the scale, not only the more
gross forms of viee but the dance is
left tehind long before you reach
the highest altitude. In all ages of
the church the acknowledged spi-
ritual fathers and mothers have
kept aloof, and the devotedly pious

“‘Dancing — a mere springing,
measured motion—is as diflerent

| have had ““no fellowship with un-

‘the modern dance’ as the

an organ-
The theatre is acting

and harm-
doing power lies in its inseparable
in itself is a

otherwise harmful than as it takes

and educates its participants in a

were, they would meet with prompt |

fruitful works,” Dancing wastes
time, destroys health, scatters seri-
ous thought, and often leads fo en-
tangling associations. It isa sure
foe to spiritual growth. With these
facts and testimonies we leave the
subject to the solemn consideration
of the reader, believing that the

osition taken by most «f the

vangelical churches is rational,
scriptural and sa‘e.— Deer Lodge,
Ma., New North- West.

A CoILD’S TERRIBLE
VERIFIED,—A very sad occurrence
took place at Clinton, DMr. James
Brooks, who is constable of the
township, has a family of nine very
promising children. Among them
were two little boys, one azed seven
and the other five years. Yester-
day merning Mr. Brooks was stand-
ing by the stove with his children
around him. He had a r«volver in
his pocket, or strapped around him,
which by some means Liccame dis
engaged and fell. The pi-iol struek
the stove in the fall, and one Lar-
rel was discharged, th.: ball passing
through the body ef the Ilittle
five-year-old child and into the
body of the other. The ball struck
the youngest child, and, passing
through the body, came out near
the spinal column, producing deat
in a short time. After passing
through the youngest child, the
ball entered the body of the eight-
year old boy above the hip, and
assed into the abdomen, where it
odged. The oldest boy may recov-
er,although seriously injured. The
ball had not been extracted this
morning. The boy that was killed
was a remarkably bright little fel-
low, and the sad aceident has over-
whelmed the family with distress,
The most remarkable part of this
sad affair remains to be teld. The
night before the accident the older
boy, after having been put to bed
upstairs, awoke in a great fright
and came down stairs. He told
father that aneighbor’s bni (calling
him by name) had shot him and
his little brother, and that his
brother died, and he did not, The
little fellow was dreaming, but he
was 80 much frightened that he
would not go to his bed again

DREAM

Introduce dancing gen-]

2(ORGANS AND MELODEONS

80
his father toek him in kis own iiﬂrd
to pacifv him, where l.e slept the
remalinder of the night.—Latwrence
(Kan.) Standard, Jan, 20th.
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GRAEFENBERG MARSHALL'S UTERN

CATHOLICON.—This world-renowned
medicine has performed some of
the most startling cures on record
of cases of Female complaints of
long standing. It has the endorse-
ment of leading members of the
faculty, and should be im every
household to relieve and perman-
ently cure the diseases te which the
female sex are peculiarly liable.

GRAEFENBERG CHILDREN'S PANACEA |

is the only safe and reliable medi-
cine for children. It is purely vege- |
table.

GRAEFENBERG VEGETABLE PILLS are

milder than any others. They cure

eases of digestion.
The above medicines are sold by

Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile In-
stitution and by all druggists
throughout the country. w37 1y
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GE0, A, PRIXCE & (0,

The O!dest, Largest and Most Perfect
Manufactory in the United States.

- 54,000

NOW 1IN TSE.

No other Musical Instrument ever obtained
the same popularity.

A&~ Send for Price Lists.
Address, BUFFALO,. N. Y.

™ Having no Agent in Salt Lake City
at the pregent time, we announce that (un-
tﬂ]{url]})mr notice) we shall fill orders (from
Salt Lake City and vicinity) at the same dis-
counts iﬁ {]E;Il] whﬁ% dmlcrsl Iwhﬂ purchase
from §: to ) annually.

The fact of our being the oldest and larg-
¢st factory in the U'nited Etates, with 54,000
Organs and Melodeons now in use, will at-
tract buvers, and the merits of the instru-
ments wil! sell them.

is |

Taylor & Cutler,

Headache, Biliousness and all dis- |

FHeathers,

WYWall

"STABLISHED 1857,

PIONEER FURNITURE STORE,

El. Dinwoodev.

Sale Rooms--15, 77 and 79 Fist South Stret, Salt Lake Ciy

Half Block West of Z C. M. 1.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN
Imported and NManufacotrred

FURNITURE!
Paclor and Bed Room St

PARLOR BRACKETS,

_OFFICE AND PARLOR DESKS,
Folding Camp Chairs,

SPRINC BEDS,
MATTRESSES

Paper,

Clock.

#irrors and Mirror Plates, Cupboard and Meat Safes

Wonderfu) Wire Woven Mattress

g5~ Special Inducement to dealers “WS8

Ger
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I¥ MRS. JULIA BOWEN, of Nurth\

Ogden, Utah, will call at Walker
Brothers, Salt ILake City, she can
get the lost letter. w 52
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Glorkke's

New Method £5 Piano-Forte

Endorsed by the Musical, Educational and
eneral ."E"w-u:ibx;"'s1 and by Good Teachers

eyond all Comparison the

to

to be had at Bok and Music Storcs.

Sent by Mail,

SALT LAKE CITY,

Are Agents for the

DOMESTIC

Sewing

MACHINE. ;

W s Yhe BEST

of oW

AND IS SOLD ON

MONTHLY PAYMENTS!

P N L T O N W
NOTICE.

To William Higgins : |

YOU ARE HEREDY NOTIFIED THAT
I bave expended for you the sum of
Twenty (§20) Dollars for labor performed on
the S8hoo Fly Lode (East), in Ophir Mining
District, Tooele County, Utah Territory,
being the amount to be expended by you on
your proportion of said lode, and unless 'he
game shall be paid by you within one hun-
dred and eightyv days after the date of the
first newspaper E:bﬁcatinn of this notice,
to wit, January 20th, 1875, your interest in
said lode or mine will be forfeited to, and
become the preperty of, myself, by opera-

WO GEO. A. PRINCE & CO.

LEE & WALKER,

w40

Price, $3.75.

Best

he

022 Chegtnut 8t-
Philadelphia.

DON'T BUY

Until you have Carefully

Examined
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Asweb yve 12 Good Reasons why they

will do your work

QuiCk AND EASY, CHEAP ARD CLEAN.

I.I.l ‘I'hey are cheapest to buy,

They are best to use,

They bake evenly and

: Thez operation is
They

< They are made of the
They roast pe,ﬂ'wtlvi

ecty

They require but fuel,
They are low priced,
They are managed,

Kly,

have always a good droft
of gbutmatc;'{al,

They are suiled to all localitica,

m ch-z):lﬂm guarantecd to give salisfae-

Sold by Excelsior Man'fg Co,
ST. LOUIS, MO.
=™ These celebrated Stoves are kept

t on of law.
SELAH CHAMBERLAIN.
| Salt Lake City, January 18, 1875.  wbl

the Co-operative Stores in the
w31l.5m

Z.C. M. 1. and its Branch Etur%nlm by
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rritory.




