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intentions and designs and to this
day his memory is not vindicated his
life stands blackened by the lies that
satan succeeded in disseminating
throughout the earth

now we know that joseph smith was
a man of god we know that he was
a pure man we know that his charac-
ter was white and there was no black-
ness attached to him yet this man
whose life was filled with labors for the
benefit and salvation of his fellow men
this man who endured everything that
huminhuman nature could endure to save his
fellow man was stricken down in this
manner by the power of satan and
he is only a type of hundreds of others
who have been slain for the testimony
of jesus not all slain by violence but all
martyredmartymirty red for the truth because of the
cruelty of the wicked the pathway of
this church can be known by the graves
of the men women and children who
have fallen victims to the violence of
the wicked in this territory also many
many souls have gone down to death
because of the inhumanity of men to
the latter day saints

now my brethren and sisters satan
is not dead I1 do not know whether
you have got the idea up here that he
no longer lives if you have let me
advertise this morning that he still lives
let me telllell you that he has lost none of
his animosity nor his murderous inclina-
tions and his lying tendencies they
are just as strong within him today and
within those who will listen to him and
be influenced by hisbis spirit we deceive
ourselves it we imagine for one mo-
ment that he has changed in the least
degree in his hatred towards the work
of god or in his determination to use
every means in his power to thwart the
purposes of our god and his son jesus

while brother brigham young was
talking I1 thought I1 would turn to a
passage or two that suggested them-
selves to my mind you doubtless re-
member that there was a great change
wrought among the Nephites by the
sign that had been predicted by the
prophets particularly by samuel the
Lam mite concerning the birth of christ
whereas just before the birth of the
savior they hadbad set a day for the des
truction of those who believed in the
coming of the savior when that great
sign was given their hearts were
changed and the historian makes this
record

and it came to basspass that thus passed away
the ninetynicety and fifth year also and the people
began to forget those signs and wonders which
they had heard and began to be less and less
astonished at a signor a wonderawender from heaven
insomuch that they began to be hard in their
hearts and blind in their minds and began to
disbelieve all which they had heard and seen

imagining up some vain thing in their hearts
that it was ivwroughtrought by men and by the power
of the devil to lead away and deceive the hearts
of theare people and thus did satan get possession
of the hearts of the people again insomuch that
he did blind their eyes and lead them away to
believe that the doctrine olof christ waiwa a foolish
and a vain thing

and it came to pass that the people began to
wax strongstrona in wickedness and abominations
and they did not believe that there should be
any more signs or wonders givenansgive nand satan did
go90 about leading away the hearts of the people
tempting them and causing them that they
should do great wickedness in the land

A4 little later on another record of
ththeosameurne character is given I1

bat it came to pass in the twenty and ninth
yeryear there boganbegan to be some among
the people and some werewere lifted up unto pride

and because of their exceeding great
riches yea even unto great persecutions

for there were many merchants in the land
and also many lawyers and many officers

and the people began to be distinguished by
ranks according to their riches and their
chances for learning yea some were ignorant
because of their poverty and others did receive
great learning because of their riches

some were lifted up in pride and others were
exceeding humble some did return railing for
railing while others would receive railing and
persecution and auall manner of afflictions and
would not turn and revile again but were hum-
ble and penitent before god

I1

and thus there became a great inequality inin
all the land insomuch that the church began to
be broken up yea insomuch that in the thirtieth
year the church was broken up in all the land
save it were among a few of the Lama
who w ere converted unto the true faith and
they would not depart from it for they were
airm and steadfast and immovable willing with
all diligence to keep the commandments of the
lord

then the historian tells us
now the cause of this iniquity of the people

was this satan had great power unto the stir-
ring up of the people to do all manner 0ofiniquity
and to the puffing them up with pride tempting
them to seek for power and authority and
riches and the vain things of the world

and thus satan did lead away the hearts of
the people to do all manner of iniquity there-
fore they had not enjoyed peace but a few years

brethren and sisters satan is the same
today that he was then and when he fills
the children of men with a love for the
things of the world with a love of office
a greed lorfor power beware of it beware
otof it latter day saints for I1 tell you as
ah servant of god those who do so if
they do not take care will be led down
to destruction this lying spirit of
which I1 have spoken is now among this
people all manner of lies are being
told about the authorities of the church
president woodruff president smith
myself and some of the twelve apos-
tles are lied about until we are made to
appear very wicked and even litherere abom-
inable falsehoods are ciraula ed concern-
ing us if that spirit were to be widely
indulged in it might lead to the shed-
ding of our blood just as it led to the
shedding of the blood of others that have
preceded us now I1 want to say to you
that these accusations are false I1 bear
that testimony to you today for myself
and the first presidency have not done
the evil things which many accuse them
of doing our conduct has been nei-
ther wicked nor dishonorable as
some have alleged it has been
we have not sought to unite
church and state we have not sought
to interfere with the liberties of our
brethren or otof any other persons we
have done nothing of this kind in any
form and those who say we have tell
that which is untrue

I1 want to warn you my brethren and
sisters about this lying spirit that has
gone out it is dangerous those who
indulge in it and those who believe these
things if they are not cartfulcareful will lose
the faith and the spirit of god will
withdraw itself from them torfor a lying
spirit and the spirit of god cannot dwell
totogetherether in the same breast men who
tell lies men who circulate lies and
men who who believe lies cannot
have the spirit of god reigning in their
hearts we should therefore be very
careful about these thinthingsgig newspapers
magazines and books which contain lies
and which slander and defame ithe work
and people otof god I1 willill not read I1 do
not want to read falsehood I1 do not
want my children to read falsehood I1

have heard people say many times
us hear what they say about us
they read works filled with
lations of the work of god didid
ever read such a work withwithoutrut
spirit of god being grieved within y
I1 never did when I1 was quite you
made up my mind that I1 would not
low my mind to be contaminated
reading that which I1 knew to be fafal
hood I1 would not read anything
that kindhind I1 knew the truth god to
revealed it and I1 was in possession of i
I1 knew the character of the tarlgod and I1 would not read nor listenlisted
anything derogatory to the servants
god or to the work of god I1 have
done this through my life and v
gods help I1 will not do it and as fatsfar
I1 have power I1 will not have it in
family I1 try to teach my children
keep aloof from it

the case of a strong eloquent tf
whom I1 knew intimatelyintimate fy and with wh
I1 labored in the nministryini stry inin more tl
one field comes to my mind he
one whom I1 esteemed and reveren
as I1 would a father but this man
into darkness and lost the faith and
cutcutoffoff from the church in reviewreviewhat I1 knew of his life I1 remember
that I1 had noticed his indifference
berning the bootboon otof mormon and
revelations of the lord to the cht
and that he seldom itif ever read afithe
but he had a fondness for reading wwon
on spiritualism he liked
used by writers on that subject thle
eloquent phrases suited him butbutinin 1

using these works he imbibed the f
doctrines they taught perhaps at afi
he did this unconsciously to himshidby degrees however they did tltwoworkrk he dropped the truth and I1
lowed these false teachings to take i
place it probably took years for ti
undermining of hisbis belief in the
be accomplisheddished but however sts
the process may have appeared it
sure and deadly in its effect upon
and his laithfaith he became spirspiritvilitiL
dead so dead as to be past recovery

Is this a solitary case no far 1

this one being alonealon thereethere are huldd
perhaps thousands like it the m
of the people are colored by that Wwl
they hear and read especially if tl
make it a pleasure to hear and read
it be a gratification to hearbear and read i

truth the effect upon the character
those who seek gratification in tthatt i
is most marked but if on the 6
hand pleasure be taken in listeninglislisteningg
false statements or reading works

slanders andoliesand lies and false
trinesbrines the effect is most hurtful
minds of those who do this become
ored with that which is untrue and
they continue they attach more
more importance to it until theythem aac
errors and lies as truths

when I1 do not see in houses any B
of mormon any bible any book
doctrine and covenants or any churanchu
works for the family to read I1 feel tha
the children are being neglected
I1 see improper literature or literaliterally
that contains lies left around for childrchildrs
to read I1 feel sorrowful because I1
it will produce bad results childchi
cannot read lies nor can men
women without their having their eef
A lie oft told will be believed inim
awhile men have been known to
lie so often hat they have appeappeared
actually believe itit themthemselvesiles vopei
because it was not contradicted


