
THE WEEKLY
entirely withdrawn itself this nnman so
favored of heaven who had tetestifieded
time and again to the truth of this work
and hajbad preached it in pompoweror was lettleft
in this condition but he could recall
thejoy that he had had he may have
felt that then was a time of ignorance
but ignorant though he was at that
time according to his own idea the joy
that he had he could not forget and he
said he would give his right hand if he
could experience it once again that
was the result of transgression trans-
gressiongres sion so plain and palpable that all
who knew him were satisfied what the
results would be they knew he would
go down unless he repented thoroughly
and sincerely

we have compared the word of god
to a seed we can also compare wrong-
doing to a seed the seeds otof wrong-
doing are sown in the human heart itif
there is not care taken to uproot these
seeds they also will grow and it per-
mitted to go on unchecked if nourished
and cherished they will increase and
become strong and they will bring
forth fruit also the fruit of evil my
brethren and sisters how shall we pre-
vent the growth of this evil seed how
shall we cherish the growth of this
good seed I1 have spoken to you about
prayer prayer coupled with repent-
ance is one olof the means of doing this
god extends his arms of mercy and lov-
ing kindness to all his children and
beseeches them to turn to him
and repent of their sins our sins may
be as scarlet but if we will repent of
them he will make them white as wool
no matter what our sins may be save
the unpardonable sin itif we will repent
of them with all our hearts and confess
them in humility before god and make
atonement for them to the extent of our
ability he will forgive them be com-
forted then all ye penitent sinners be
comforted all ye people for there is
none of us but has committed sin we
are all offenders in the sight of gods
exalted purity there is no human
being that treads the earth that is not a
sinner one therefore cannot reproach
the other not one otof us can look upon
his brother and say he is a sinner
and I1 am not the man that looks up-
on his brother as a sinner and himself
as without sin is self righteous and
he may know that that feeling is not otof
god we can then be corat in the
reflection that if we will contessconfess our sins
and repent ot01 them he will forgive
them itif we will pray unto god con

to show unto us our weaknesses
and shortcomingscomings by the light otof his
holy spirit we then may hope that we
will be able to persevere until the end
of our lives I1 can say for the en-
couragementcoura gement of all who are struggling
that god is very very mercifulmerci tul he is
willing to forgive all who come unto
him in humility allail who will ask him
for lilightht he will give light all who
ask wlhim for strength he will give
strength all who ask him for peace
he will give peace all who ask him
for joy and happiness of soul to them
he will give these blessings none will

this is thego away unsatisfied way
to preserve ourselves in the truth so
that we can walk without deviation in
the straight and narrow path that
unto god the humblest can do it
the most ignorant can do it the child
can do it it is not lorfor the wise alone
it is nutnot alone for those who have ex-
perienceperience it is not alone lorfor those ano
have talent every soul can do it no

matter hohoww unlearned or how weak
that soul may be and unless we do
this my brethren and sisters there is
no guarantee for any man in this church
no matter how great his office may be
that he will be faithful to the end unless
he keeps the commandments of god
so that god will be with him I1 believe
however there are men that have
obtained such faith with god that he
would not allow them to go astray he
would take their lives from the earth
before he would suffer it As our be-
loved president has oltenoften said to us him-
self the lord would not permit him to
do anything that would lead this people
wrong I1 believe that with all my heart
I1 suppose there are thousands of the
latter day saints whose constant prayer
unto the lord is that their lives may be
taken from the earth rather than that
they should be unfaithful to the coven-
ants which they have made with god I1
believe that in every faithful soul that
feeling exists the latter day saintssa ants

never want to lose their testimony con-
cerning this gospel they never want to
get into the dark they would rather die
than lose their faith and the promises
which god has made unto them but
it is tarfar better torfor us to live god does
not want us to die untilantii we have tilledfilled
our missions he does not want to take
us away to prevent us from apostatizing
better to stay here and battle with sin
and show our integrity and faithfulness
to the very last moment of our existence
than have to be taken off to save us
of course this is far better than to live
and deny the faith but the best thing is
to live and keep the commandments of
god enjoying the fellowship and com-
munion of the holy ghost all our days
this is the better course for us to take
and by our faithfulness set an example
to our children and to everybody else
forfi example is far better than precept
it is mens lives that have the greatest
effect upon those who surround them
every man and woman in this church
should be a good example so that those
that come in contact with them wil feel
better because of it they will feel puri-
fied by their example and by their words
they will feel strengthened in their faith
by seeing their good works and this
will bring true happiness to all such
happiness that they cannot experience
in any other way

the words of alma were written some
ninety years before the birth of t e
savior but they are true and applicable
today men wonder how it is that we
know the book of mormon is true why
the evidence is within itself when
alma tells these things he tells us that
which we know ourselves and we know
that no human being could tell it unless
he had had experience we have
proved it ourselves and we know that
it is true so it is with other teachings
in the book of mormon we know by
our personal experience that they are
true in additionadd tion to this we know by
the testimony of the spirit of god that
this is a true work and that it came from
god but who could write these words
that I1 have read in your hearing unless
he had experience in the things of god
we know that they are true I1 will
warrant you that there is not a soul in
this house who has been faithful to the
truth that cannot bear testimony that
these words which alma speaks con-
cerning the word of god and the results
that follow its reception are true they
have proved them to be true in their
own experience we ourselves are liv

ing witnesses of their truth thus it is
that the testimony of men in all ages is
alike the spirit of god produced that
effect in the days of adam abel and
seth and the righteous descendants of
adam hadbad that experience abraham
and moses afterwards had it as did
elijah and elisha and the other pro-
phets it was the same in the days of
the savior it is the concurrent testi-
mony of the righteous men of all ages
they all testify to the same grand truth

if there are any in this congregation
who are members of thet church of
jesus christ of latter day saints and
who have been guilty of any sin let me
exhort you this afternoon as you love
your soul and as you desire the favor
and the salvation otof god repent of
your sins every one of us should do
this not only today but every day
this is the voice of god to us re-
pent of your sins ye latter day saints
turn away from your iniquities put
everything that is sinful far from you
be humble do not set up your own
will but be governed by the will of
god examine yourselves in the light
of the spirit of god go unto him in
fyourour secret places call upon him
fervently and mightily inin the name of
jesus to give you his holy spirit that
you may see yourselves in the light
thereof and that seeing yourselves you
mayay repent of that which is offensive in
hisis sight let no seed of bitterness
no seed of wrongdoing no seed of evil
lodge in your hearts and germinate
there to bring forth a crop ot bitter fruit
resulting in destruction this is the
course for every one to take and I1
testify to you as a servant of0 god that
it you will humble yourselves in this
manner god will pour out his holy
spirit upon you inin power your souls
will be cleansed by that power you
will be sanctified and renovated and
made anew as it were and you will feel
the power of god and can testify con
berning it and then you will feel as
though you could forgive the whole
world if any of your brethren and
sisters have wronged you you will feel
to forgive them with all your heart for

1I tell you when men and women get
the spirit of god on them if they have
done wrong to a brother they will re-
pent of it itif any have offended me in
any manner all I1 ask is that god will
pour out his holy spirit upon them
that is all the revenge I1 want for I1
know that if god will pour out his
spirit upon them if they have done me
wrong they will see it and if I1 have
done wrong I1 will see it and I1 will feetfeel
to make that wrong right therefore
we are commanded to pray for our
enemies and those that despitefully use
us why because if we pray for
them and they get the spirit of god
they will repent of the wrong they have
done and make it right we should
cherish love forthefor the human family for
god is love he is a loving father and
we should love and not hate hatred
is antagonistic to the spirit of god and
it cannot reign in the heart where the
spirit of god is it is love that will
conquer it is love that will win it is by
love that god draws his children to
him and it is by love that we will draw
people to us not by hatred and not by
seeking to retaliate if you feel prompt-
ed to retaliate or as men say get even
you may know that that spirit is not of
god that feeling is not one of the fruits
of the spirit of god

we are engaged in the greatest work


