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entirely withdrawn itself. This man, so
favored of heaven, who had tesufied
time and again to the truth of this work,
and hay preached it in power, was leit
in this condition. But he could recall
the joy that he had had. He may have
fejt that then was a time of ignorance;
but, ignorant though he was at that
time, according to his own idea, the jov
that he had he could not forget, and he
sald he would give his right hand if he
could experience it once again. That
was the result of transgression—trans-
gression so plain and palpable that all
who knew him were satistied what the
results wou!d be. They knew he would
go down unless he repented thoroughly
and sincerely. ’

\We have compared the word of God
to a seed. We can also compare wrong-
doing to a seed. The seeds of wrong-
duing are sown In the human heart. 1i
there is not care taken to uproot these
seeds, they also will grow; and il per-
mitted 1o go on unchecked, if nourished
and cherished, they will increase and
become strong, and they will bring
forth fruit also—the fruit of evil, My
brethren and sisters, how _shall we pre-
vent the growth of this evilseed? How
shall we cherish the growth of this
good sced? I have spoken to you about
prayer. Prayer, coupled with repent-
ance, is one ol the means of doing this.
God extends His arms of mercy and lov-
ing kindoess to all His children, and
beseeches them to turn to Him
and repent of their sins. Our sins may
be as scarlet, but if we will repent of
them He will make them white as wool.
No matter what our sins may be, save
the unpardonable sin, it we will repent
of them with all our hearts and confess
them in humility before God, and make
atonement for them to the extent of our
abilny, He will lorgive them. Be com.
forted, then, all ye penitent sinners! Be
comiorted, all ye people; for thereis
none ol us but has committed sin. We
are all offenders in the sight ot God's
exalted purity, There is no human
being that treads the earth thatis nota
stoner, One therefore cannot reproach
the other. Not one ot us can look upon
his brother, and say, :‘He is a sinner,
and I am not.”” The man that lovks up-
on his brother as a sinner and himself
as without sin, is sell nghieous, and
he may koow that that feeiing 1s not ot
God. We can Lthen be conalortea mn the
reflection that if we will contess our sins
and repent ol them, He will torgive
them. If we wili pray unto God con
tinualiy to show unto us our weaknesses
and snortcomings by the light ot hig
Holy Spint, we theén may hope that we
wiil be able to persevere until the end
of our lLives. 1 can say for the en:
couragement of all who are struggling
that (od is very, very mercilul, Heis
willing 1o forgive ali who come unto
Him in humiity. All who will ask Him
for light, He will give tlight, All who
ask Him for streogih, He wiil give
strength. All who ask Him for peace,
He will give peace. All who ask Him
for joy and happiness of soul, to them
He will give these blessings. None wiil
go away uusatisiied. This is the way
to presetve ourselves in the 1ruth, so
that we can walk without deviation In
the straight and narrow path thaileadeth
unto God. 'he humblest can do it
The most ignorant can do 1it. The child
can do ir. It is not tor the wise alone.
It 1s put alone tor those who have ex-
perience, Itis not alone lor those wno
have talent. Every soul can doit, no

matter how unlearned or how weak
that soul may be. And unless we do
this, my brethren and sisters, there is
no guarantee for any man in this Church,
no matter how great his office may be,
that he will be faithful to the end unless
he keeps the commandments of God,
so that God will be with him. I believe,
however, there are men that have
obtained such faith with God that He
would not allow them 1o go astray, He
wuuld take their lives from the earth
before He would suffer it. As our be-
ioved President has otten said to us him-

self, the Lord would not permit him to

do anything that would lead this people
wrong. I believe that with allmy heart.
I suppose there are thousands of the
Latter-day Saints whose constant prayer
unto the Lord is that their lives may be
taken from the earth rather than that
they should be unfaithful to the coven-
anis which they have made with God. 1
beljeve that in every faithful soul that
fecling exists, The Latter-day Sants
never want to lose their testimony con-
ceruing this Gospel; they never want to
get into the dark; they would rather die
than lose their faith and the promises
which God has made unto them. But
it 15 tar better for us to hve., God does
not want us to die untii we have tilled
our missions. He does not want to take
us away lo prevent us from apostatizing.
Better to stay here and battle with sin,
and show our integrity and laithtulness
to the very last moment of our existence,
than have to be taken off to save us.
Of course, this is far better than 10 live
and deny the faith; but the best thing is
to {ive and keep the commandments of
God, enjoying the fellowship and com-
munion of the Holy Ghost all our days.
This is the better course jor us 1o take,
and by our faithfulness set an example
to, our children and to everybody else;
for example is tar better than precept.
it is men’s lives that have the greatest
effect upon those who surround them,
Every man and woman in this church
should be a good example, so that those
that come in contact with them wil feel
better because of it; thev will feel puri-
fied by their exampleand by their words;
they will lee] strengthened 1n their faith
by seeing their good works. And this
will bring, true happiness to all—such
happiness that they cannot experience
in any other way.

The words ot Alma were wri'ten some
ninety years belore the birth of t e
Savior, but they are true and applicable
today. Men wonder how it is.that we
know the Book of Mormon is true. Why,
the evidence 1s within itsell. When
Alma tells these things, he tells us that
which we know ourselves; and we know
that no human being could tell it unless
he had had experience. We have
proved 1t ourselves, and we know that
it is true.  So it is with other teachings
in the Book of Mormun., We know by
our personal experience that they are
true. In addition to this, we know by
the testimony of the Spirit of God ihat
1i1is is a true work, and that it came from
God. But who could write these words
that I have readin your hearing unless
ne had experience in the 1lungs of God
We know that they are true. [ wall
warrant you that there is not a soul in
this house, who has been faithful to the
truth, that camnot bear testimony that
these words which Alma speaks con-
cerning the word of God and the results
that follow its reception are true. They
have proved them to be true in their
own experience. We ourselves are liv-

ing witnesses of their truth. Thus itis
that the testiniony of men in all ages is
alike. The Spirit of God produced that
eflect in the davs of Adam, Abel and
Seth, and the righteous descendants of
Adanmi had that experience. Abraham
and Moses afterwards had it, as did
Elijah and Elisha and the other pro-
phets., It was the same in the days of
the Savior. Itis the concurrent testi-
mony of the righteous men of all ages.
They all testify to the same grand truth.

If there are any im this congregation
who are members of the Church of
Jesus Chirist ot Latter-day Saints and
who'have been guilty of any sin, let e
exhort you this afternoon, as you love
your soul,and as you desire the favor
and the salvation ot God, repent of
your sins. Every one of us should do
this, not only 1oday, but every day.-
This is the voice of God1lo us. Re-
pent ot your sing, ye Latter-day Saints.
Turm away from vour iniquities. Put
everything that is sinful far trom you.
Be humble. Do not set up your own
will, but be governed by the will of
God. Examine yourselves in the light
ot the Spirit of God. Go unto Him in
your secret places. Call upon Him
fervently and mightily, in the name of
Jesus. to give you His holy Spirit, that
you may see yourselves in the light
thereof; and that seeing yourselves, you
may repent of that which is oflensive in
His sight. Let no seed of bitterness,
no seed of wrongdoing, no seed of evil
lodge in your hearts and germinate
there to bring forth a crop ot bitter fruit,
resulting in destruction. This is the
course for every one to take, and [
testify to you, as a servant of God, that
it you will humble yourselves in this
manner, God will pour out His Holy
Spirit upon you in power. Your souls
will be cleansed by that power. You
will be sanctified and removated and
made anew, as it were, and you wil] feel
the power of God, and can testify con-
cerning it, and then you witl ieel as
though you could forgive the whole
world, If any of your brethren and
sisters have wronged you, You will feel
to forgive them with all your heart. For
‘T tell you when men and women get
the Spirit of Gtod on them, if they have
done wrong toa brother, they will re-
pent ot it. If any have offended me in
any manner, all | ask is that God will
pour out His Holy Spirit upon them.
That is all the revenge I want, For I
know that if God will pour out His
Spitit upon them, if they have done me
wrong they will see it, and if I have
done wrong, I will seeit, and I will feel
to make ithat wrong right. Therefore,
we are commanded to pray for our
enemies and those that despitefully use
us, Why? Because if we pray for
them, and they get the Spirit of God,.
they will repent of the wrong they have-
done and make it right. We should
cherish love for the human family; for
God is love. He1s a loving Father, and
we should love, and not hate. Hatred
is antagonistic to the Spirit of God, and
it cannot reign in the heart where the
Spirit of God is. It is love that will
conquer, it is love that will win., It is by
love that God draws His children to
Him, and it is by love that we will draw
peuple to us; not by batred and not by
seeking to retaliate. If you feel prompt-
ed to retahate,or asmen say, ' get even,*
you may know that that spint is not of
(God; that leeling is not one of the truiis
of the Spirit of God,

We are engaged in the greatest work..



