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SUFFRAGE IN UTAH

Awn s delivered by mrs Emilyemily S
ichardsAt before the national wovo
mansIs suffrage convention at
Washing tion D C january adyth

iso
ftA mayj ay be said of utah that with her

contentions on religion and her pro

gftwive attitude on suffrage rights she
Sms developed more independence

embertyIMBerty and equality than perhaps any
other State that has been born into the
federal union she is a child of destiny
bunin her social life are germs 0of un-
told progress her infancy has been
rocked in the cradle of vicissitude no

lea day has been uneventful her
ada have been filled with portents

f world has been one of mingled
y and tude there has been

ext of soul in the midst of a
smmenacingacing environment there has been
a transcendent faith rising above worldly
hospitality and the cheerless com

olishia of the desert utah has
raysays been a child olof immortality grop

Aw in the shadows of time yet in her
dimmestamest twilight she has always beheld
beam stirsstars of her eternal destiny she is

ua the midst of the mountains our
iralleysys havehake learned that the frozen
peakspeak the fragile clouds and the gentle
sunlightfanlight are their foster mother to
tertar to their refreshment our diversity

I1 of surroundings insure us against the
dullduh monotony of the meaningless and
commonplace whateverWhai ever we may be-

i domecome we shall be far removed from
I1 mediocrity

it may be truly said of the suffrage
cause in general that it has important
illustrations in the development and
progress of womanscomans suffrage in utah

j lit bootherno other state or territory has there
t been so clear and decided results ansu

log from its temporary adoption it is
well known to all who have kept them-
selves informed of the progress of the

tage movement that prior to 1887
woomansmans suffrage was authorized by law
is the territory of utah during a period
4of about seventeen years and that with
thee passage of the edmundsedmun s- tickerticker actct
jo iabsyC the elective franchise for women
wnwas rArevokedevoked by congress it is well
kaono too that now after a lapse of

teata years since the revocation pur utah
bis been admitted into the union as a
sovereign state and that its constitution
makes absolute provision for the civil
aadW political equality of its catizcitizensens arresirres-
pectivetive otof sex equal rights anandd
cefes ateare made irrevocable in the funda-
mental law of our newly created com

and the burden resting upon
bmw is to nurture this tender plant

W aaatt its growth and efficiency its

wisdom and necessity will be demon-
stratedst

equal civil and political rights is
largely the natural and normal outcome
of utah settlement and civilization the
primary reason is that throughout our
history there has been a constant ten-
dency toward independence self culture
and self reliance among women in all
the pilgrimages and hardships of the
pioneer people the women bore their
part along biehwieh themthe men it was
necessary to do so and their full share
otof every burden was always borne bybv
them the absence of great general
wealth made the majority of the people
industrious and self provident the
early organization of women into inde
pendentpendant and self governing societies for
religious and charitable purposes and
for mutual improvement tended to make
the women avail themselves of the right
of suffrage when offered to them

years agnand to accept it now when
incorporated in the Cconstitution

the ballot in the hands of women was
a substantial and important means of
education it enlargedenlarged the sphere of
womancomanss thought anand gave her an in-
creased independence ofof action it
must be said too that during the years
that utah women exercised the right of
suffrage they performed their part with
singular earnestness and fidelity they
prized their privileges and discharged
their duties with a full sense of their
importance and the records of those
years show that utah women were not
disposed to be neglectful of public res-
ponsibilities for the percentage of

votes was nearly as great as
mens in no sense was there a cor-
ruption otof public morals or a lowering
of the standard of womanly propriety
and discretion

another consequence of the granting
of01 equal gufsuffragefrage was its complete ap-
propriation and adoption by the masses
of the as a permanent feature of
the civil and political life of utah hav-
ing had undisturbed trial for nearly a
score of years it was looked upon as
congenial and proper and when women
were disfranchised by congress in 1887
it was regarded by our people as an un-
just and unmerited deprivation all
through the several succeeding years up
to the formation ot the state the revo-
cation of equal suffrage was regarded
as arbitrary and unwarranted an I1injuryDJ ury
to0 be remedied rather than acquiesced
inin but the people were powerless to
remedy the evil so long as utah remain-
ed a territory state sovereignty alone
could bring emancipation for women

the way was paved lorfor statehood by
the discontinuance otof plural marriages
which had been sanctionedsanctioned by religious
sentiment when wilford woodruff
Frpresidenteident of the mormon church issued

the manifesto of 1889 and it was sub-
sequently ratified by the body of the
church future plural marriages were
prohibited As it inaugurated a great
chanzechange in the social life of our common-
wealth I1 will quote briefly from the
document

inasmuch as laws have been enacted
by congress forbidding plural marriages
which laws have been pronounced con-
stitutional by the court of last resort
I1 hereby declare my intention to submit
to those laws andaad to use my influence
with the members of the church over
which I1 preside to have them do like-
wise and I1 now publicly declare that
my advice to the latter day saints is to
refrain from contracting any marriamarriagegb
forbidden by the law of the land

this manifesto is an authoritative
message to the church from its recrecog-
nized 09leader that plural marriages
should be discontinued and this ruesroes
sage was received and ratified by the
body of the church at the ensuing
general coriconferenceference and it has since been
observed as an inspired revelation of
the will of god for the guidance of the
church in practical religious duty

the following provision of the con-
stitutionution of our new state for the pre-
vention of polygamy is now in force and
is irrevocable without the consent of the
united states and the people of thisstate

perfect toleration of religious senti-
ment is guaranteed no inhabitant of
this state shall ever be molested in
person or property on account of his or
her mode of religious worship but
polygamous or plural marriages are lorfor
ever prohibited article 3

in section 2 article 24 of theaonthe con-
stitutionution it is provided I1

the act of the governor and legisl-
ative assembly of the territory of
utah entitled an act to punish poly-
gamy and other kindkindred offenses
approved february ath A D 1892 in
so far as the same defines and imposespenaltiesties for polygamy is hereby de-
clared to be in force in the state of
utah

the act referred to in the constitution
defines and punishes polygamy in tilethemost emphatic and unmistakable lanian
guage and has become aparta part odtheof theorganic law of the state

when the old liberal and Peopeopledpleos
parties of utah were dissolved in 1800
and the people pledged themselves intoparties representing national issues 3
democrats and republicans neitherparty could safely ignore the fixed senti-
ment of a fixedaxed majority of the people 1

y

in behalf of womanscomans suffrage neither A
party could hope to succeed in opposing
it it had become too deeply imbedembeddedimbeddedim 7in the volipolitical consciousness and aspira-
tions of the people hence when the


