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GENESIS NOT A COPY.

Those modern theologlans wbo io-
efat that the opening ecbapters of Gene-
ais, countainjug tbe acoouute of the
orention, tbe fall, the flood, ete., are
but condensed traosiations of much
oider Babyloninn works on the sume
subjects, the exlstenoe of which bas in
late years been revealed through the
labore of explorere, have bul Hiuile
olajm to be heard uuti] they are able
to explain with some degres ol “prubs-
bility when suen transiations coulu
bave taken pluce. For, il Do period
oould be pointed out in the bistory of
the Hebrews, as now kpown to us, ju
which euch a trauseription could have
been made, the whole theory is ol
~gourse worthleas.

The ume of the  exlle bas been

suggested. During Lbe seveuly
yeara that the Jews iu  DBabylon
were prohibited  from  returniog

to Cunaan, there were undoubtediy
some who had agcess, at various times,
-to the royal llbraries and who migit be
supposeu to buve had the qualificatious
. pecessary tor tbhe deciphering of lbe
anolent Babylonisn inscriptione. We
need only mention Danlel, who for a
pumber vf years held Lhe pueition of
rime minister in the vast empire; anu
zra, who was much favored by the
emperor, Cyrue, auu who ls supposcuy
to bave bevn & man well vereeu in the
solences of his age. Bul notwithstand-
fng thi, oo refloctivn it will appear
how absurd the supposition is, thal
(@enesls during this period recedved an
addition from Babylowian sources.
-On this subject a writer in the Jaly
pumber of the Revue Semiligue, Parles,
remurks ®ith mueh foree:

Without shutting his eyes wilfully to
the light, no one will belleve that duriog
the half-coniury Lhat tbe exile lasted, an
laraelitish priest would study the poly-
theistic documents of the destroyors of
Jorusulem, in order to extract from them
an edifying reoital, wiith the object of
explaining the origin of the holiuess of
the Babbatb. This hypotbesis 18 the
more senseless because an author of the
time of the exile would bave been iD-
capable, without having lost all patriotic
sentiments, of fixing tbe place of the
(Garden blessed by Yahwe amid those
accurased waters of Babylon which had
witnessed so many tears and heard so
maeny lameniations of hie colntrymen.
{The theory geueruu{ accepted by the
theologiana,] No soch a monsler ever
exisled amobg any people, and the very
faet of baving imagined it does no honor
to the orities.

The alleged addition must ecertalnly
bhuve taken place previous to that e,

The ern pf [*avid nod Solomon wae
a golden era in many respects. Inter-
course With foreign nations flourisbhed
as pever beiore. Cuuecirorm ipeorip-
tione were uuderstuod by ibe scbolare
of the oopuntry. lLiltersture wihs eh-
couraged nnd the lapguayge developed
to ite highest perfection. Bul with «l)
this tbe impossibllity of epgruaiting
upon the sacred Scriptures anylbing
torelgn to them ought to be appareal
At thir time pardeulsrly, wbeu the
spiritunl ioterest of the uation wae
centered in the temple and tbe re-

tbose booke or taking anytbing from
them would bave been uJstecled Im-
mediutely, And when we go beyond
this point and resch the reign of the
judgen, it ie obvious thst no llterary
1o porutions irom the far east Are pos-
sible. ‘The ouly rational conclusion s
tbat the firet chapters of Gebpesie, ae
tbe rest of the Pentateuch, belong to
the age of Moses,

It has been suppoeed, because the
Bubylonian accouutls are older thuu
thuew iu (Geneais, that the latter ;must
be copies of the former. The suppoel-
tiod 12 mot pound, It bas about the
sume logical value aa the bypotbesis
once advoeated that Chios was tiret
suttled by colonists from Egypt, be-
oause A resemblanee was divcovered in
the feast of lumps of the Chineee and a
wimilar feast deseribed by Herodolux
ue observed by the Egyptisne. All
the ancienl nnations c¢xXhibil maoay
striking slpilarities in traditlone, bile-
tory, hablte and rellglous ideus. It is
related that sepoys who atone time
joined the British army when seeloe
the ruine of the ancient temples ol
Egypt, thoughbt they bad foupd temples
Jedicated to tbeir dejties, apd that
they proceeded to worsbip ucouvrding to
tbelr own customs, Babylonianos,
Egyptinos, Hindoos and Hebrewe, all
bad siwmiiar accounts of tbe creatlon,
the fall, the deluge, etu. Bul it does
not foilow that one nation had copied
the records of nnotbe:.

A far more rstional conelusion is
that the agresment found s the
result of iostructions reeeived when
mankind was but one famlly, which
instructions spread through the Jdiverg-
Ing Noes as people multiplied and
sottled 1o the varlous countriee. This
accounts patisfsotorily both for the
similaritice anJd disorepancies ino the
accou nts.

A for the Hebrews,their knowledge
of the first history of mankiod may
have been reoceived through Abra.
bam, who,acoording to the chronology
of (enesls, might have beard it (rom
Shem, the oldest son of Nonh, with
whbom be wae cotemporary fur sopme
years at Jeaat, ‘That {be descendants of
Abrabam sbould have retained the
tostructions of tbeir illustrious anoea-
tors, Abraham, Esane, Jacol, Joseph,is
certaln, Moses had therefore juo oeed
of Bsbyloniap-works for his historioal
port of Genesls. Furtber, Abraham
had, as 8 we!l known, visited Kgypt
and gnined considerable icfluence at
the couart. Joeeph's influeuce io
Egypt was also eecond ooly : to
that of the king. There {8 no
dvubt that the iufluepce of such
men wue exerted to give the Hgyp
tiaps a kpowledge of the true God and
His dealings witb men from the bexln-
ning. But the Egyptian priests
guarded with the utmost care their
learnlng. Moees wuas educated As &
prinee and bad consequeutly access to
any historigal works or traditions left
by Abrabam or by Joseph. It will

tberefore be seen that Moses, even if

his own people should bave forgotten
the tenchinga of their apcestors, had

been placed in a position where be
could obtain full and authentic infor-

ligivus observances connected wilh the | mation on the sabjects pertaining to
holy place, soy sitempt at asudiog iolthe world?s bistory.

(Fenesie in evidenlly sn introduoction
to the L.aw. It contains the ground-
work for tLe Theocracy, the develop-
ment of which 1s recorded in the [nl-
lowing booke of the Bible. Only those
who would like to make of tbe whole
sacred volume a work of flotion ean
find any diffienlty io belleving that
(Genesals jathe work of the inapired pen
of the founderof the Mosnic Theooraoy,

THE NAME OF THE LORD.

A subject that rbouid receive special
conajderation from religioas people is
tbe proper and revenotial use of the

uame of the Bupreme Belng. Reflect-
Ing apon certaln very common pruc-

tices when referring to tbe Futher of

all,we eannont but reach the ¢onclusion
that in maoy quarters this subject uoes
not recelve the ciasa and mearure of
attention to which its importance en-
tittea It. Judgipg by what frequently
paluten the ears upon the streete and
Jo public balle, it would seem that
there are many,even among thoes whbo
have a beliefl in the Deity, who (ail to
inguire whether the frequent or valp
repetition of the sacred name of the
Almighty does or does notdiminisb
tbe meaeure of veperation winiech they
profess to accord to Him,

[t 18 & fact, as uppleasant na it 1s
true, that there are many people who
have little or mo desire to obtasin an
understanding of correct principle in
mukiog reference to the Ruler of the
unjverse, and probably it would prove
a waete of tlme to attempt to reason
with tbem oo that tople. It would be

vain to esll the atltentioon of
tbose whbo profane tbe psme of
the Deity to the means for an

tnoresse of Jdimioution of respect for
Him, since that feellng bus been
orowded from their bearte. The pre-
patratory work necersary with them is
to fmplastin their minda the dea tbat
there is a Being to whom they owe
reverence. . Another olass of society
copeiate of those wbo flippantly totro-
duce the name of the Most Highb into
trivial nonversation and jeste, of who
Irreverently use it to emphasize rome
expression on which tbey wieh to luy
partioular etress. They are nol as
vioious s the wliful blasphemer, but
their offemee differs ooly in  elight
Jegree, A very DeCcessaIy qualifieation
to constitute them good members of
soojety s to bring them to realize tbat
it in 2 sln to triffe with macred thinge.
There is stiil another olass of people
whose ajtuation is sucbh that the
theme under coneideraticn is an appro-
priate one for serious reflaction. This
Jdivielon comprises those who have a
deep feellng of reverence for Lhat
whioh is anered, and whose desire ia to
be guided by the Holy Bpirit and to
show their i ve of (God by obeying His
commandments, Amongthesetbere are
muauy » hose frequent use of the name
of Delty 1o thelr prayers, thelr conver-
sations, and tbeir exbortations, is so
mnarked that it causes a1 feeliug of re-
vulsion Io those who liste , even
though the latter at times ‘o nob
recog ize what il Is that ia objeotlon.
able. How many, too, there are whose
poeltion fe thut ot religlous instructors
to the people, who reiterate tbe name
of the Most High In Lbelr discouTses
untll the dJevout auod sensitive
worshiper s made to sbudder at the




