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REMARES,

By President BRIGHAM YOUNG,
delivered in the Tabernacle, Sunday
morning, April 24th, 1870, -

[REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS, |

We delight in the spirit manifested
by our young friend who has just
spoken. He advocates the use of the
gword of the spirit, or the prireiples
of the gospel of Jesus Christ backed by
the spirit of that gospel, to convince
people of the error of their ways. We
as a people, or the elders of this church,
have ecarried that over the face of the
earth; we have offered it tothe people
in nearly all parts of the earth without
money and without price.

We deliglt to meet together to wor-
ship God; wedelight to have our breth-
ren and sisters come together for this
purpose, and we also esteem it a pleas-
are to have sirangers of age and experi-
ence, who have the spirit to discern,
meet with and preach to us. In our
sommunity we have very few from the

heathen world; but from the Christian
world thousands have gathered here,
They understand and know the effects
of what is called Christianity. Bat it
is othemwise with our children. They
have been brought up here; and, except
in a few instances, they have heard
nothing but the gospel as taught by
the Latter-day Saints. They are not
eapable of judging what the outside
world is until they have had it exhibit«
ed before them, which has been their
privilege occasionally; and I always
feel to urge our youth to attend meet-
ings when strangers preach, that they
may be able to understand that which
is and that which is not of God, and
learn the difference betwean the doc-
trine taught by us and others. We be-
lieve a great many things that the |
Christian world can not believe. If
their eyes were open and. they had the
spirit 10 see things as they are, they
eould understand them. There is nota
man or woman on the earth but what,
if they understood God and the things
of God, would yield obedience to his
requirements. Those who set them-
gelves up against the truth do it in con-
sequence of not seeing things as they
are—in consequence of ignoranee and
were it not for this ignorance, with re- |
gard to God and His gospel they would
be able to believe in the gospel. The
Latter-day Saints believe in the gospel

of the Son of God, simply because it is
trune. They believe in baptism for the
remission of sins, personally and by
proxy; they believe that Jesus is the
Savior of the world; they believe that
all who attain to any glory whatever,
in any kingdom will do so because
Jesushas purchasedit by Hisatonement.

The Christian world say ‘*Weare go-

-

ing to the Kingdom of Heaven;”’
but what ia to become of those who
who have died not believing agthey do,
or who have died without hearing the
gospel? Millions of them have passed
away, both in the Christian and io the
heathen worlds, just as honest, virtuous
and upright as any now living. The

Christian world say they are lost; but|P

the Lord will save them, or, at least, all
who will receive the gospel. The plan
of salvation which Jesus has revealed,
and which we preach, reaches to the
lowest and most degraded of Adam’s
lost race. Is He going to save all in
the same glory and bring all to the
same state of felicity? Will they who
refuse to obey the gospel of the Eon of

God be saved and exalted in the same
kingdom and glory as they who bhave
ed? No, never, I'.'I_H"li't'ﬂh It is 1m
posgible. Do you suppose that a per«on
oan see the Kingdom of Heaven withs
out heing born of the spirt? Jesu-
gaid not. Shall we say to the conirary.
and maintain that we cansee the King-
dom of God without being born of th
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spirit, and say that Jesus is a liar?
Jesus said to Nicodemus ‘‘Except 4
man is born of the spirit he cannot see
the Kingdom of God.” Shall we ad-
mit that Jesus spoke the truth, or shall
man say that his doctrine is true and
Jesus spoke that which is not true?
Which shall we do? 'There is no alter-
native bat to admit that Jesus is true,
and will save on no other condition
than that laid down in the scriptures,
and that all who preach any other doe-
trine take the testimony of men in-
stead of the testimony of Jesus, or that
the Christian world, with their varied
opinions and creeds are true and that

eternal sleep, for there are no provisions
made for them in the gospel they be-
lieve in and have taught to them.

This is one item of doctrine belie®ed
in by the Latter-day Baints that the
.inhabitants of the earth are opposed to.
Why? Because they are governed and
controlled by the gpirit of darkness.
This may seem harsh, but it is true.
They are opposed to Jesus, to God and
to the salvation of the children of men,
and are controlled by this evil spirit,
and they know it not. They say:

‘“Latter-day Sainte, let your dead
and ordinances for their benefit

Jesus is untrue.

This is plain talk, my friends. Can
you mistake it? Can you gain any idea
from what I say except what I mean,—
let God be true if it makes every man
aliar. I think my wordsareso pointed
anid emphatic that no person can mis-
take them. Did Jesus say ‘“‘Except a
man is born of the water and of the

alone, we will pass laws forbidding you
the observance and practice of the
ordinauces of the house of God.”

fight our battles and we will be baptized
for and in bebalf of the human family
during a thousand years; and we will
have hundreds of. temples and thous-
ands of men and women ofliciating
therein for those who hava fallen asleep,

Efrit he cannot enter the Kingdom of |
d?”? Yes, all Christians will admit
that. Then do youthink there was one
plan of salvation for Nicodemus and
another for you and me? It is all fol-
ly for any person to expeect any such
thingl Come with the sword of the
spirit! Let the whole world of Chris-
tendon come with their arguments and
scriptures, and letus argue these things
together! Let us lay them before the

ople and see who is right and who
8 wrong.

Let me say to you, if it is true that
no man can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of the water and of
the spirit, God must provide a plan by

!

‘which those who have died ignorant of

the gospel may have the privilege of
doing 8o, or he would appear to be a
partial Being. Has He provided that
way? He has. The Christion world
have taught, preached, contemplated,
meditated, sung about and prayed for
the Millennium. What are you going
to do during that period, Christians?
Do you Enow what the Millennium is
for, and what work will have to be
done during that period? Suppose the
Christian world were now one in heart,
faith, sentiment and works so that the
Lord could commence the Millenniam
in power and glory, do you know what
would be done? Would you sit and
sing yourselves away to everlasting
bliss? No, I'reckon pot. Ithink there
18 & work to be Uone then which the
whole world seems determined we ghall
not do. Whatis it? To build temples.
We never yet commenced to lay the
foundation of atemple but what all hell
was in arms against us. That is the
difficulty now: we have ecommenced
the foundation of this temple. What
are we going to doin these temples?
Avything to be done there? Yes, and
we will not wait for the Millennium
and the fullpess of the glory of God on
the earth; we wiil eommence, assoon
as we have a temple, and work for the
salvation of our forefathers; we will get
their genealogies as far as we can. By
and by, we shall get them perfect. In
these temples we will officiate in the |
ordinances of the gospes of Jesus Christ |
for our friends, for no man ean eater
the kingdomof God without being bern
of the water end of the spirit. We will |
officiate for them who are in the spirit
world, where Jesus went to preach to
the spirits, as Peter has written in the
third chapter, verses 18, 19, and 20, |
of his first epistle:

“For Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that be might |
bring us to God,. being put to death in the
flesh, butquickened by the spirit: by which
alse he weut and preadhed unto thespiritsin
prison; which someiime were disobedient,
when once the longsuffering of God waited
in the days of Noah, while the ark was pre-
paring,’’ ete,

In the next chapter, Peter, alluding
to this same subject says:

“For, for thiscause wes the gospel
reached, also to themn that are dead, that
they might be judged ac ording to men in

the flesh, but live accordiug to God in the
spirit.”’ '

What will we do for snd in behalf of
the dead? We will be baptized for the

Ibl

without baving bad the privilege of
hearing and obeying the gospel, that
they may be brought forth and have a
glorious resurrection, and enjoy the
kingdom which God has prepared for
them, The devil will fight bard to
hinder us, and we shall not take an
inch of gground except by obedience to
the po? of, and faith in, the gospel
of the Son of God. The whole world is
opposed to this doctrine, But is there
any harm in it? If they could only see
it as it is in the Lord, they would re-
joice in it, and instead of fighting it,
they would praise God for having re-
vealed so glorious a doctrine. Suppose
that the notion, entertained by some is
true, that after the death of our bodies
our 8 pirits sleep an eternal sleep, and
I am baptized for my father, grand-
father, and 8o on, doeas it injure them?

We trust in God. I reckon he will |
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REMARIEKS

By President GEORGE A. SMITH,
delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake
City, Sunday, April 24, 1870,

[REPORTED BY DAVID W,. EVANS.]
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The 16th verse of the 20th ehapter of Hx-
odus,one of the ten commandments, reads as
follows: ‘“Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbor.,” We, as a people,
are sitnated in the Great Basin, among the
mountains and occupy the little valleys
+ Which form the backbone of the American
continent. We have been here about 28
years, and we have had the privilege of
contending with the fury of the elements,
with'a sterile econntry and with desolation
itself, and by the magic wand offindustny
and the blessing of Our Heavenly Father
upon our labors, and upon the waters and
the land, we bave been able to make for
ourselves comfortable homes and to enjoy
religious liberty—a blessing which had
been denied to us in other lecalities where
we had resided. No other community can
be found on the face of the earth that has
had more good order, peace and harmony.
In all the settlements, protection, safety
and every necessary blessing has been ex-
tended to the traveler, to the stranger and
the resident alike, I believe that for the
forty or fifty thousand square miles we
have occupied in spots, the desert, of course
intervening between.the settlements, there
have been better police regulations and
more safety to all parties than has existed
in the streets of New York or Washington,
And the protection which has existed, and

Anawer all ye intelligences on the face
of the earth! Above, beneath, or around
about the earth! All will admit that
no harm would be done in practicing
these ordinances. Then let us alone if
our practices will do no harm, why op-
pose us in their observance, Theresult
might possibly affect beneficially our
progenitors, and then you who oppose
would be found fighting against God.
Better let the gospel have its course.

We have had a nice discourse this
morning from the Rev, Mr. Andrews,
exborting all to believe in Jesus, His
text was as good a one as ever a man
quoted,—“1 am not ashamed of the gos-
pel of Christ, for it is the power of God |
unto salvation unto all them that be-
lieve, to the Jew first, and then to the.
Greek,”” or to the rest of the world.
Jesus says, pointedly, “If ye love me,
keep my commandments.” This is the
test, Are there any commandments?
Yes, plenty of them, and the only way
to prove our belief in and love for the
Liord Jesus is by observing the sayings
that he has left on record.

They are coming from the East and.
from the West, from the North and
frem the South to sit dcwn in our
Father’s kingdom; but no man can sit
down there unless he gain admittance
through the faithful observance of the
commands of God, and obedience to the
ordinances of His house. Then why
not repent and obey the ord nances and
commandments? Why not be believers
in the Liord Jesus Christ? Isthere any
harm in it? I say to every being on
the face of earth, Christian, Pagan or
Jew, supposing my doctrine is not true,
and that there is no necessity for be-
lieving in Jesus, being baptized for the
remisgsion of sins and having hands laid
upon you for the Holy Ghost, will it do
you any harm? Pagan, will it do you
any harm? Believers or unbelievers,
will it do you any harm? Universalian,
will it do you any harm? Apostates,
will it do you any harm? Wise man,
willit doyou any harm? Fools, will it
do you any bharm? Whatis your an-
sweir? “No; it will not.” Well then,
let me alone, I may be right, and you
wrong, and if I should be right, you are
cut off, and [ have the advantage of you;
but if you sre right, and I am wrong, 1
am with you and will share in all the
essings that you can get. |
This gospel will save the whole hu-
man family; the blood of Jesus will

remission of sing, as Puul has said, in

his fiirst epistie to the Coriathians, 15th
chapter aud 29Lh verse: |

‘““Else what shall they do which are bap-
tized for the dead, if the dead rise notatali?
Why are they then baptized for the dead?”’

We will also have hands laid on us whole human family, ‘“You ean have

for the reception of the Holy Ghost;
aud then we will receive the washings

snd avoiptiogs for agd i their behalf, | gver and offered it to the human family
preparatory to their becoming beirs of | and asked them to receive it.

God und joint beirs with Christ.

Are | atill saying to them believeon the Lord
-ou going to do this. Lutter-day Saiute? | yegus Christ, keep Hic commandments,
Yes. What will the Christiau world do | ynd obey His ordinances, that it may be
¢ | with their dead? Let them sleep an | well with you. God bless you: Amen.

atone for our sins if weaeceptthe terms
He bas laid down; but we must aceept
those terms or else it will avail nothing
in our behalf,

I have talked long enough. I bid you
all welcome to the gospel. Jesus Christ

hss commissioned me to say to the

this gospel without money and without
price.” We have traversed the world

We are

which does still exist has been the work of
the Latter-day Saints. Of this we have
every reason to be proud. .

I have recently traveled more than 1,000
miles among the settlements, and have
visited perbaps 30,000 people. During that
iourney I have not seen an idler, loafer, or
heard an oath or blasphemous word; I have
not seen a drinking saloon, dram shop,
gambling hell or brothel; but all has been
perfect order and peace, the people wor-

shipping God as they understand the 208~
pel and rejoicing in the same,

It was my lot, during the past season,
to be present much of the time in this city,
which was visited by great numbers of
men, from nearly all parts of the earth.
Many of them were clergymen of the vari-
ous denmominations—Presbyterians, Con-
gregationalists, Methodists, Baptists and
others. Some of these men occupied our
pulpits in this and the New Tabernacle.
We were glad to hear them. We had
many good reasons for wishing them te
Ereach to us. Many of the younger mem-
ers of our community have not been con-
versant with the religions of the age. The
elder members of our body have been, for
most of us were raised in some one eor
other of the religious denominations, and
have felt and realized the effects of their
principles and are fully acquainted with
their doctrines. Thousands of our Elders
have traveled abroad in the earth preach-
ing and have been observant of their work-
ings and progress. But fhe young and
rising generation among us have not had
this opportunity. It is, therefore, very
desirable to us, whenever ministers of
standing in their own denominations visit
us, to have thein set forth their doctrines
and sentiments before us, that the youn
persons among us may understand aﬁ
other religions as well as ours, and be
able to compare the doctrines that are
taught or held in Christendom with those
which we have been iatroducing under the
revelations given to Joseph Smith., It was
on this and other grounds that the general
spiritual liberty, so marked among us in
the days of Joseph Smith, has been con-
stantly continued. We all remember,who
lived in_ fhe days of Joseph, that every
clergyman of any prominence who visited
‘Nanvoo was invited to preach to our con-
gregations, This has ever been our course,
It was so at Kirtland. They preached in our
Temple and in other localities, and it has
been continued up to the present time,
During the long years that we were in a
manner isolated from the rest of the world,
ministers passing across the continent by
‘stage, or in emigrant companies have spok-
en in our tabernacles., It is true that
when our elders have been abroad preach-
ing they have not met with similar court-
esy. There was not long since, in the Ver-
mont Journal a little article in relation te
Rev. John Todd, D. D. at Pittsfield, Mass.,
who, the Jowrnal says did not reciprocate
the courtesies shown him at Salt Lake last
summer, He preached in this building,
and afterwards requested the privilege of
preaching in the New Tabernacle, He did
=0, and was treated with due courtesy. He
delivered us an address, showing wus his
faith and religion, which was what we de-
sired him to do. We requested him to

conduct the meeting as he chose, as we

Iwmhe«ﬂ to see his manner of worship, or



