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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS:

CURIOUS WILLS AND THE LAW.

Tae peculiarities of wille that bhave
been lelt by persone bhaving property
to dispore of have ecaured DO end of
amueemeolt and litigation; end the

voceptriclties of testators perhape will
contlous to occupy a prominent Pplace
fo tbe lines noted, Kut lbhe law ia
pnow getling down to such ruler of
praction] and sensible operation that
many feaiures which formerly pre-
senled Jifficulties in the way of dispos.
ing o! bequests are Do looger trouble-
gome. Thie was illustrated in & de-
claion on Monpuay by a Muesachuseitn
court, A fsther dled lenving property
to his famlly; but in the ousee of two
of his eone he stipulated ino
hie will that {if either of them
ahnild hecome addicted to the aee ol
tuhfcco, either by chewing itor by
_emuking clgars or oigarettes, the oue
doing su should forfelt his ehare in the
estate; or 1t the lapee juto the lobaceo
hahit were Lo come after the diatribu-
tion, then the remsainder ©f the helrs
should bave s right of action for the
amounl of the property. Tohe court
beld that suoh a provielon ;o a will
wus invalid, Jor tre renson thal il
caured a tonelture of property for the
perfoimane- vf a act that was ot un-
lawfuj, The usv nf luhaccs was nol
forblddeb hy stalute, sald the court,
although the prevalence of the cuslom
wag well kownj hencs it couldjnoi be
made a oruse for depriving heirs of
property leit to them at the time of the
tertafor?s desth, The apli-tobscco pro-
visluo of the will, therefore, wasr sel
apide.

Right upon {the pews of this decleion
coms tbe provistons of & will Biled in
the recorde:r’s cfMicenal Provo on Thure.
day eveulny, by . E. Malwsirom, oi
Mupleton, He leaves properiy to hie
cblidren, apd then stipwluies thalll
any of hisr children or grandohilure:
beocome members uf the Mormun
Church, the Cathelioohurch, or of any
secret ostb.bound society, they shall
forfeit thelr share o! the ewlate, which
jsto go lto the Baptist church, pro-
vided the latter hur lakeD eglioD
to exclude (rom Itx membership ali
who have jolned or helong toweorel
societles. The estate eo inherited by
the Baptist church ia to be used ex-
olusively for the purpose of workiog
ageipsl Mormodiem by clrculatio:
cerlain alupdercus worke which are
pamed. 1fany helr contests the will,
it fe stipulated that suoh coDlestee i
disinherited. -

Mr. Malmstfom ia etil} liviog, and
bas the privilege of engaging o aoti-
Mormon proceedings such ss he Je-
scribee, 3 he wirhesto. It is Dot con-
ceded thal he has the right to doso; for
the free exerciee ol religion is u .der a
oonstjtutionn) puara 1y in this laog,
aDd »D ssanull 0 the kiod requiied by
the termes vt the wli, auid Whick the
geutlrmun reemws 1o bave got hie
mind ou, 1e viclative ol the splrit .1
that guaranoty. By the rule of courl,
however, in the decision oited, the
will couid Dot stand law inany lo.
stance where 1t impoees a fortell; nel-
ther the jolning of eilbher of the
churobes named, or 1 I secrel societies,

or the gootesting of a will, is D un-
fawful sct, And therefore is not s goud
reasnn fur workiog the forfeilure of
properly once eptered Joto after the
lentator?s dealbh. As was sBaid by the
courl in the decision referred Lo, Lbe
stipulations upon which forfeiture ia
hused ‘‘are restrictive of humnan liherly
an guaranteed in the Constitution of
the Unlited Bistes, and therefore can-
1ot be given legkl force 1n this lany.”

——

WOMAN IN POLITICS,

The women of Utsh have exerclsed
the frapchise ere this, snd | ;s a way to
iprpire coofidence in their alm and
abilliy 1o support the hest material

avallable for public office. [ thouse
Jaye, huwever, there were notumultu-
ous conventions, no extravagant die-
plrye of pyrotechnice apd oratory, Do
unbecoming fiercenesa helween oD
lenoing fections or candidates. The
era of this class o!f polilical perform-
apces was ushered 1o durlug the
perioil when wonlen were deprived
by congleseionnl enzpotment of Lhe
frapchive in Utsh; bence wilh
the havilimeutr of Bimraheod, \n which
wome#n nave eqaal nehts wilh men,
the tatr g- % in Utan must meet a «~oN
uitlop ju exerclsing the electlve franp.
chiee thal, in the aforetimes recalled,
was eniirely unkpnown, How they
will conduct themrelves in the heat of
a clore campaign of complioated taruea
wlll be demonstrated In the next few
mopthe, and both friends and foes of
woman stullrage are watoching the prog-
reen Of aveDts,

With regard to this matter it will
be po harm lor the women voters of
Utab, in addiiion to the calm dignity
and good judgmeot they are now dis.
playing from Lhelr IDDAle eenee of
propriely, to tske s pDoie from Lhe
agtione of the women of Callfornia in
the presentequsal suflrage campaigo in
that state, as detcnbed in lhe Bap
Francisco Chronicle, Not that there
is any occasion lo point 1o the Goldes
dtate as ap example of Improved pro-
cedure over that whieh 1s now going
on here, for there s not; bul to indleate
a ([sot that may impress more firmly
than ever on iDe minds of the womeu
here the rneasurs of grace, and heauly,
snd digoity that ie looked for to attend
them Io poiitice na in soolety soud the
home, that by the elective [ranchise
there shall be no development Lo bring
women to a lower pluue than she haa
oooupled heretofore.

The reference L0 which we ajlude 1o
our California colemporary la ila sinte-
ment that the campaign for equzl
auflrage in that state )8 belog ocon-
ducted 1n'a quiet yet effective way
thuat murl commend the admiration of
svery goud citizen. N, sepeatiopal
dipnmtebes, no frid poeters, vo umn-
saermly sirife beral ied Lhe operlog of
the hatth, Notsa siDgle gun bas been
fireo; lbhete have besh putercbiight
processloor, no stump speeches, DO
open-nir oratory, no bonflres, no eer-
enades, no Jratmetic episoder; yeol al-
teady, tbroughout the leogth nnd
bresdlh of 1ne state and ints the re-
motest bawmlels, the intelligence hae

penetrated that this fall s to withees a
conteat which {8 to be & memorable one
to the women of Califoroia, and ip the
iseue of whilah every womanp, every
man aod every ohild io the state is
directly interested.

This Calitornia campalgno is belng
conducted by the women, upatded by
the members of the other sex except
in & tew mioor lostapoes, apd Is
is 8ald to be proving B pertect refuta-
tion of ull the mirgivinge regarding
the uucouth and {tucougruous attitude
in which It has been mlleged woman
muet appesr ib election malters, and
which nusaflorded ample scope for lhe
satirist, the philosopber, and the buf-
foon who have opposed woman
suffrave. Il s recorded thal in the
Callfurnia campaign the women who
have come upon Lthe platform bave
been, without exception, modest, dig-
pifled snd Jadylike; the conventicnos
whioph have heen held have been
everywhere marked by the utmost
hermony; there have heen differences
of ovlmon, and widely ulfferlng views
with regard to policy, bul tbere have
been no disrension:; women bave not
hesitated to teke jesue with esch otber
when il Lecime Decesshly, hut they
have amicably discussed their differ-
ences, bod have united in their con-
clusiony; there have been no bhack-
hitings, no 1pocriminations, Do heart-
burnlugs,; jolned in a crmmon ouuse,
they have hean willing 10 Iguore petty
J flerences and lo meke cobDCessions,
Mureov. r, they have uever forgotten
that they wers {adles, apd thal as
such they were hound to exerclse lhe
best of good breeding {n all their con-
sultatiobes,

To thie plensant pletare there ia
offered & contrast In political gatber-
fogs whicon ie not conBned to Callfor-
oin, but is a geueral experience gul-~
minating 1o the chiel display at
nationnl seseinblages, as follow::

There Lhave heen reveral convenlions
this summet which were nol conducted
by women, although in ope of them
women delegnisas figured as a small and
uninfluential minority. It would he
rather hard vpon the members of those
it at some future day the woman histor-
ian sbould draw a contrasr between the
wild disorder, the frantic strife, and the
uprearious tomult which at limes pre-
vailed in these hodies, and Lhe solf-con-
trol, the moderation and peice which
have distingunished those vrganized and
controlled by women. Kvon the grester
physical vigor which obaracierizes tho
male =ex, his superlor exubsrance of
Apirit, and the fact thal he has faw play
days, and whed he comes to one must
make the most of It, will scarcely cover
bim with glory as coolrasted with the
composed, deliberate manner in which
the women are cobducting matters.

Perhaps It may be too muuh to ex-
pect that an roseste hue as {s given to
the equalcuflrage campaign referred to
oan he casl upon an ordinary political
oontest wnere the women aiready have
the franchise. But it is» 0ot teo much
tn anticipate that the ¢rest majority of
the women volers of this Biate will re-
memher o carduct themee|ves with
hecoming dignlly snd politenes:; 'hat
no uneeemly roramhbiing after vffice,
such se frequently appears on the part
of the slerner sex, wlil characteriza
their movements} Lhat no eapattiog And
quarreling and backbliiog, Do Irenzy
and Do hysterles, will mar thelr repn-
iation ae belng overwhelmingly on the



