have ‘attempted to establish
an independent  communmity,’
and to ‘“drive from the Territory all
who were not connected with them
in communion and sympathy.”?
This is not in the record, and the
facts prove the contrary. TI'hecourt
has no right to incorporate the
slander of apti-‘*Mormons’ in a
judicial decree on a matter of law
and equity. .

The court is also unfair in ex-
cluding parts of the findinge of fact
which modify other and imme-
diately connected parts. For in-
stance: The court cites the lam-
guage of the lower court in regard
to the teaching and practice of polyg-
amy or plurality of wives, as one of
the tenets of the late Church in-
corporation, b ut omits the qualify-
ing portion of the very sentence
quoted, which is as follows: “but
only a portion of the members of
sald corporation, not exceeding 20
per cent of the marriageable mem-
bers, male and female, wore sugag-
ed in the actual practice of polyg-
amy.” '

Let us figure on this a little. We
do oot admit it a8 a correct estimate.
But the court so stated it. The
usual ratio ie placed at five persons
to the family. That ls. two-fifths or
40 per cent of the population are
adults. One-fifth or 20 per cent of
two fifths would make eight per cent
of the ‘“Mormon*’ populatibn, in-
cluding male and female. who were
engaged in the practice of polygamy,
accordiug to the estimate of the
court.

Well, ig it right to conclude that a
Churs:h in which eight per cent of
the population are polyganiists, is
an organization for the purpose of
the establishment of polygamy?
And is it fair or judicinl to rule
that hecause eight per cent of a
Church population are engaged in
the practice of something declared
uniawtul, therefore the ninety-two
per cent who are law-abiding, shall
be deprived of the property donated
hy thema for religious and charitable
uses? i

We regard the polygnmy pretence
as n very thin pretext for strippiug
an unpopular Church of ita property.
And we are sure that it will have
no effect on the exaggernled polye-

awy question, nor will it induce |titioners.

anyone who is a Latter-day Saint at
heart to forsake the Church which
he believes to Lo divine.

Buch injustice only serves to in-|8ition

crease the faith of the devout, and
render more determined the stead-
fast and true. This is proven by
history and will be detnounstrated
again in the near future
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The yuestion of the final disposi-

but, in order to do s0, te sweep away
tion of the personal property is not

a wholesome ordinance which pro-

yet settled. And the ques-|tected the popular right in the pre-
tion as to which pieces of [ mises, and which was enacted to pre-
realty will becomge forfeit and |vent just such invasions as the

eschent to the United States is still
open. Suits will have to be carried
on inthe District Courts, and will
no doubt be taken up to the court
of last resort, in regard to each
piece of property claimed by the
Government.

Meanwhile, the Latter-day Saints
will look calmly on, knowing that
the property part of this great con-
troversy is but a small thing, in
view of lhe violation of justice
which is being purpetrated in the
Government under which they live,
and of the glorious principles of
truth which they” live and labor to
maintain.

one now about to be perpetrated.

Liberty Park was purchased with
the people’s money, and is their
property, the officersof the corpora-
tion Dbeing merely their agents to
transact their business. Thegrounds
in qhestion were procured by the
city to be used as a public park, a
place to which the general inhabi-
tants could resort for innocent
pleasure and recreation, and was
never intended for class uses. Horre
racing, which is inreparable from bet-
ting, a dangerous form of gambling,
is not popular but distasteful to the
mass of the people.

If there are public pleasure
grounds used in any part of the
United States for horse-racing and
its objectionahle snd inseparable
concomitants we are not informed
of the fact. If there are apy such
instauces they are rare exceptious,
aud pecessarily so. Race courses
are, as a rule, owned by private
corporations, jockey clubs, or other
organizations of that nature, not by
mumnicipal corporate bodies.

To perpetuate such an act of ¢lass
legislation in favor of owners of
fast horses and sports to the injury
of the people’s rights is nothing
short of being a high-handed and
diegraceful outrage, and we douht
if it would stand n legal test.
The trapsaction 8 none the
more consistent because the peti-
tion for it is headed by the signature
ofthe Governor of the Territory. It
simply showe that either he is be-
ing used by a certain ¢lass to ennble
them to accomplish their purpose
in the premisea or he voluntarily
engages in a business thal does him
no credit. The latter idea is mot

Benator Edmunds, as wiil be seen
iu our press dispatches, has c¢ome to
the help of the Bupreme Court, und
proposes tu effect by legislation what
the court hesitates to do by judicial
authority. The principle involved
is just the same, and no excuse will
justify wresting from the Latter-day
Saints that which rightfully belongs
to them, and giviug it to persons
who never owned it er bhad, or pre-
tended to have, any cinim upon it.
Will Congress and the country
sanction this renewed attempt at
robbery ?

—

HORSEMEN AND SPORT VS. THE
PEOPLE.

A BHORT time since Arthur L.
Thomns ef al. petitioned the City
Council to setapart a portion of Lib-
erty Park for a race track. The sub-
ject was referred to a committee. At
last Tuesday’s session of the Council
the committes reported in favor of
the petition. Then thecity attorney
called attention to the fact that|likely to be the correct one, for the
there was an ordinance which con- | reason that Mr. Thomas has uo
flicted with the granting of the | reputation as a turfman.
prayer of the petition; whereupon a| The summsry disposal of this sub-
motion was made, put and carried, | jeet so far as it has proceeded adds
referriug the matter to the commit- | to the growing impression among
lew ou munpicipal lawe with Instruc- | all classes of the community in re-
tions to frame an ordinance which | gard to the City Council as a
would provide for the establishment | whole — that it is the most
of a race track as asked by the pe-|<thumbs up® or *“thumbs down?**
body of the kind that ever laid claim
to heing a deliberative entity in the
Rocky Mountain region. It is a
matter of remark, the judgment
being based on faota nmd appear-
ances, that when matters of the
weightiest importance are placed be-
fore it, ezpecially when the subject
ia based upon requests from presum-
edly important persons of its own

Counciiman Hall wa-the only
member of the body who appeared
to have either the courage or dispo-
to wmake the faintest
protest - agalust  this flagraut en-
croarhment upon rh&_Lighm of
the people. This motion 8 in-
tended mnot only to grant nn|
ohjectionable privilege to a eclass,




