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have attempted to establish
an independent community
and to drive from the territory all
who were not connected with them
in communion and sympathy
this is not in the record andarnd the
facts prove the contrary the court
hashae no right to incoincorporateborate the
slander of arial I1 in a
judicial decree on a matter of law
and equity

the court is also unfair inexin ex
eluding parts of the findings of fact
which modify other and imme-
diately connected parts for in-
stance the court oitescites the lan-
guage of the lower court in regard
to the teaching audand practice of polyg-
amy or plurality of wives as one of
the tenets of the late church in-
corporation b ut omits the qualify-
ing portion of the very sentence
quoted which is as follows but
only a portion of the members of
said corporation not exceeding 20
per cent of the marriageable mem-
bers male and female were engag-
ed in the actual practice of polyg-
amy

let us figure on this a little we
do not admit it as a correct estimate
but the courtcoart so statedbated it the
usual ratio Isie placed at five persons
to the family that is two fifths or
40 per ceritcent of the population are
adults one fifth or 20 per cent of
two fifths would make eight percent
of the mormon population in-
cluding male and female who were
engaged in the practice of polygamy
according to the estimate of the
court

well tois it right to conclude that a
church in which eight per cent of
the populationPu lation are polygamistsista is
an organization for the purpose of
the establishment of polygamy
and is it fair or judicial to rule
that because eight per cent of a
church population are engaged in
the practice of something declared
unlawful therefore the ninety two
per cent who are law abiding shall
be deprived of the property donated
by them for religious and charitable
uses

we regard the polygamy pretencepredencepre tence
as a very thin pretext for stripping
an unpopular church of its property
and we are sure that it will have
no effect on the exaggerated polyg-
amy question nor will it induce
anyone who is a latter day saint at
heart to which
he believes to be divanaivgediv ln

such injustice only serves colntoin-
crease the faith of the devout and
render more determined the stead-
fast and true this tois proven by
history and will be demonstrated
again in the near future

the question of the final disposi-
tion of the personal propertyerty is not
yet settled and the ques-
tion as to which pieces of
realty will become forfeit and
escheat to thehe united states is still
open suits will have to be carried
on in the district courts and will
no doubt be taken up to the court
of last resort in regard to each
piece of property claimed by the
government

meanwhile the latter day saints
will look calmly on knowing that
the property part of this great con-
troversytroversy is but a small thing in
view of the violation of justice
which is being perpetrated inia the
government under which they live
and of the glorious principles of
truth which they live and labor to
maintain

senator edmunds as will be seen
in our pressprem dispatches has come to
the help of the supreme court and
proposes to effect by legislation what
the court hesitates to do byjudicial
authority the principle involved
is just the same and no excuse will
justify wresting from the latter day
saints that which rightfully belongs
to them and giving it to persons
who never owned it orr had or propre
tended to have any claim upon it
willwill congress and the country
sanction this renewed attempt at
robbery

HORSEMEN AND SPORT VS THE
PEOPLE

A SHORT time since arthur li
thomas et atal petitioned the city
council to setapart a portion ofaf lib-
erty park for a race track the sub-
ject was referred to a committee at
last tuesdaystuesday session of the council
the committee reported in favor of
the petition then the city attattorneyotney
called attention to the fact that
there was an ordinance which con-
flicted with the granting of the
prayer of the petition whereupon a
motion was made put and carried
referring the matter to the commit-
tee on municipal laws with instruc-
tions to frame an ordinance which
would provide for the establishestablishmentmerit
of a ricerace track as asked by the pe
titioners

councilman hall only
member of the body who appeared
to have either the courage or dispo-
sition to make the faintest
protest flagrant en-
croachmentcroach ment upon eghte of
the people this motion IsIB in-
tended not only to grant an
objectionable privilege to a class

but in order to do so tote sweep away
a wholesome ordinance which pro-
tected the popular right in the pre-
mises and which was enacted to pre-
vent just such invasions as the
one now about to be perpetrated

liberty park was purchased with
the peoplespeopled money and is their
property the officers of the corpora-
tion being merely their agents to
transact their busbusinessbushinessfiness the grounds
in question were procured by the
city to be used as a public park a
place to which the general inhabi-
tants could resort for innocent
pleasure and recreation andaasand was
never intended for class uses horse
racing which is inseparable from bet-
ting a dangerous form of gambling
is not popular but distasteful to the
mass off the people

if there are public pleasure
grounds used in any part of the
united states for horse racing and
its objectionable adi inseparable
concomitants we are not informed
of the fact if there are any such
instances they are rare exceptions
and necessarily so race courses
are as a rule owned by private
corporations jockey clubs or other
organizationsorganization of that nature notnoli ibyby
municipal corporate bodies

to perpetuate such an act of class
legislation in favor of owners of
testfast horses and sports to the injury
of the peoples rights is nothing
short of being a highhandedhigh handed and
disgraceful outrage and we doubt
if it would stand a legal test
the transtransactionaution is none the
more consistent because the peti-
tion for it is headed by the signature
of the governor of the territory it
simply shows that either he is be-
ing used by a certain classclam to enable
them to accomplish their purpose
in the premises or he voluntarily
engage in a business that does him
no credit the latter idea is not
likely to be the correct one for the
reason that mr thomas has noBO

reputation as a
the summary disposal of this sub-

ject so far as it has proceeded adds
to the growing impression among
all classes of the community in re
gard to the city council as a
whole that it is the most
thumbs up or thumbs down

body of the kind that everoverlaidlaid claimbaim
to being a deliberative entity in the
rocky mountain region it is a
matter of remark the judgment
being based on footsfacts and appear-
ances that when matters of the
weightiestweightiest importance are placed be-
fore it especially when the subject
Is based upon requests from

important persons of its own


