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Sunday Services.

Religious services were held atthe
Tabernacle, Balt Lake City, Sunday,
May 24th, 1891, commencing at 2
p. m,, President Apngus M. Cannon
presiding.

i The choeir sang the hymn commenc-
ing:

& O God ! our help in ages past,

Qur hope for yeara to come.

Prayer was offered by Elder William
Gritfiths.

The choir sang:

‘We'le not ashamed to own cur Lord,
And worship Him on earth.

The Priesthood of the Fourth Ward
officiated in the administration of
the Lord’s Supper.

APOBTLE JOHN W. TAYLOR

then delivered a discourse of which the
following is a brief synopsis:

I am thankful for the privilege of be-
ing here at this time and having an
opportunity of worshiping the Lord
our God. I have been ealled upon to
addresss a few remarks to you and L
trust you will exercise your faith that
our heavenly Father will impresa up-
on me what to pay tbat my words may
beappropriate this afternvon.

In attending meetings of this kind,
the singing always gives me great
pleasure. We look upon thesinging
a8 part of our worship and one which
igacceptable to our Father in heaven,

Btraugers Jook upon the Latter-day
Baints as a peculiar people. Visltors
often come here to spend an hour
amogg the “Mormons’’ because they

desire to be able to state to
their friends at home that
they know everything about *““Mor
monism.’”? Now, it is a pleasure

to us to have the visitors come, for we
belisve that we havea reason for the
hope within us, and we are always
williug to explain this te those who
desire to hear.

When Christ was upon the earth and
wandered about among thé people, the
learned Jews of that age would f(re-
quently ask, ‘“Can there come any-
thing good from Nazareth?’’ and in
the same way people in our age ask,
“Can anything good come from Utah,
or from the Mormons???

The Gospel believed by the Baints js
a very simple system of principles, and
oan be stated jo ome sentence: ‘Do
what is right.”” We believe everything
that is true and are expected to accept
every trith when the evidence of
its being truth is furnished. 1 frust
ali who are here have a desire to
learn the truth and to acceptit. In
our views about individuals we often
find ourselves mistaken. The same 1is
the case in regard to denominations.
Many of those whose tenets we do not
know often seem peculiar to us, but on
becoming better acquainted with their
doctrines we learn, at least, to respect
them, if we cannot belleve what they
teach.

The speaker then enumerated some
of the fundamental doctrines of the
Latter-day Baints, referring particular-
ly to faith, repentance, baptism, spirit-
ual gifts and liberty of consclence.

Continuing he said, [t is easy for
your humktle servant to atate what he
believes, but it is difficult to demon-
strate to you
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in perfect harmony with the
doctrines taught by Christ and
His first apostles. Yet, this

is necessary, for otherwise you might
take my statements for nothing but my
own individual opinions, tne views of
a man. But we do oot found our be-
lief upon human views, but upon the
word of the living God,

1t s evident tu all that there are a
great many different denominpations in
the world. But Paul zays, there is but
one faith, one Lord, one baptism.
Could we now discever where to find
this one faith, we might possibly be-
come united, for I, at least, am willing
to admit that any denomination is
right, which can prove that they are
in perfect accord with the word of God,
but [ am fully convinced that there
can be but one true faith,
one right mode of baptism. All the
others must be wrong. When, for in-
stance, we find that rome sprinkle a
little water and call thai baptism; and
others pour wafer and call that bap-
tism, anod others immerse und say that
is baptism, it i3 evident that all cap-
not be right. It is therﬁ’ore of great
importance that we study the Berip-
tures to search out what the worl of
God teaches upon the subject.

Turning then to the New Testa-
ment, we find in the narrative of
the baptism of our Loni, that He
““went down?’ into the water, and
s‘eame up’” again, and that this mode
of administering the ordinance was
ratiled by God thereby that the hea-
vens were opened and the Holy Bpirit
descended upon our Lord, We are
admonished to follow the footsteps
of our Bavior, and if He ‘““went down’?
into the water and ‘‘came up,’’ iu
order to fulfiil all righteousness, surely
we must dothe same, for the law of
righteousness must’be fulfilled in its
minutest details,

Panl, in speaking of baptism, refers
to it as & *‘burial” and a ‘‘planting.”’
““We are buried with Him (Christ) into
death: that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in
newnesa of life. For if we have been
planted together in tbe llkeness of His
death we shail be also in thelikeness
of His resurrection.’”? These two simi-
les prove clearly that immersion is the
only right moede of baptism, for nothing
else corresponds to the burial of the
body or the pianting of the seed In the
grouand.

Referring to the doctrine of the lay-
ing on of hands for the imparting of
the Holy Ghost, the speaker read the
first seven verses of Ag. xix. The
incident here related should be seri-
ously considered. Paul found some
disciples who had been baptized with-
out having recelved the Hosy Ghost.
They had evidently been converted by
somebody who had no authority to
confer that gift. Then Paul laid his
hands on them, and they received the
Holy Ghost and spake with tongues
and prophesied, Kveryone who de-
sives to become B0 endowed must have
an authorized servant of the Almighty
to lay his hands on him. Bome will
ask whether it is necessary 1nour time,
and my ansawer is that it 18 just as im-
portant in our age as it ever was.

Another incident {8 recorded 1n the
8th chapter of the Acts of the A postles.
Philip, an evangelist, went down to

that this belief ist the city of Samaria and preached the
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Gospel. A great pumber of the in-
habitants of that city believed and
were baptized and there was great joy
in the city. But when the Apostles
heard that Bamaria had received the
Gospel, they went down there and
1aid their hands on those who had been
baptized, aud the result wasthat these
received the Holy Ghogi.

At the day of Pentecost Peter sald:
“Repent and be baptized every one of
you in the mame of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the glft of the
Holy Ghliost,”” and that this promise
extends throughout all ages and, con-
sequently also to our own time, is
manifest from the following: “For the
promise is unto you, and to your chil-
dren, and to all that are afar off. even
as many as the Lord our God shall
call.”?

The speaker then referred to the
organization of the Church and quoted
Ephesians iv, 11-14: “And He gave
some, apostles; some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; und some pastors
and teachers;, for the perfecting of the
Bainte, tor the work of the minietry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ:
till we all come in the unity of the faith
and of tlle kpowledge of the Hon

of God, unto a perfect man,
unte the meanure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ. That

we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine.”” This
organjization with Apnstles, Prophets
etc., is the same in our age and it s
glven for the same purpose, that the
fHaints may be one in fuith and attain
perfection in the knowledgeandu der-
standing of apiritual things.

Ministers often quote the words: If
any man shali add unto these things,
God shall add unto him the plagues
that are writteu in this book;’’ but they
omit what follows: “If any man shall
take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away bhis
part out of the book of life.> It ap-
pears that it s as dangerous to take
anything away as t¢ add anything.
Yet, the world has discarded the or-
ganization of the Church as revealed
in the word of the Almighty.

Qur belief is founded on the holy
scriptures and I can promise all those
who will comply with the requirements
of the word that he shall receive the
Holy Bpirit.

I kouw that God the eternal Father
lives, for He has revealed it unto me,
and I know that the pringiples apoken
of today are eternal truths. I testify
that Joseph Bmith was a great Prophet
of God, and that Brigham Young
algo was a great and mighty prophet.
I pray that [ may continue faithful and,
with all the Baints, finally obiain
eternal exaltation 1n the celestial king-
dom.

The choit sang the anthem:

“Lel the mountains shout for joy.”

The congregstion joined the choir in
singing the Doxology.

Benediction by Bishop W. B. Pres-
ton.

e

Mrs. Lease, the Kansas Alliance
stump speaker, has been elected a
member of the College of Thinkers.
This is a promotion, as she has hereto-
fore trained with & crowd of political
tinkers.



