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RELIGIOUS

sunday services
religious servicesser vicea were held at the

tabernacle saltbait lake city sunday
may 1891 commencing at 2
p m president angus M cannon
presiding

the choir sang the hymn commenc-
ing

0 god I1 our help in ages past
our hope for yearsyear to come

prayer was offered by elder william
Ggriffithe

the choir sang
were not ashamed to own our lord
and worship him on earth

the priesthood of the fourth ward
officiated in the administration of
the lords supper

APOSTLE JOHN W TAYLOR

then delivered a discourse of which the
following is a brief synopsis

I1 am thankful for the privilege of be-
ing here at this time and havihaving annenfordopportunity of worshiping ththe lord
our god I1 have been called upon to
addaddress a few remarks to you and I1
trust you will exercise your faith that
our heavenly father will impress up-
on me what to say that my words may
be appropriate this afternoon

in attending meetings of this kind
the singing always gives me great
pleasure WPwe look upon the singing
as part of our worship and one which
tois acceptable to our fattierfather in heaven

strangers look upon the latter day
saints as a peculiar people visitors
often come here to spend an hour
among the cormonsmormonsMor monsnall because they
desire to be able to state to
their friends at honiehome that
they know everything about mor-
monism now

J it is a pleasure
to us to have the visitors come for we
believe that we have a reason for the
hohope within us and we are always
wwillingili 9 to explain this to those whowh0
desire to hearbear

when cbchristriot was upon the earth and
wandered about among the people the
learned jews of that age would fre-
quently ask can there come any-
thing good from nazareth and in
the same way people in our age ask 1

can anything good come from utah
or from the mormonscormonsMormons

the impelgospel believed by the saints is
a very simple system of principles and
nanean be stated in one sentence do
what is right I we believe everythingevery thing
that is true and are expected to accept
every truth when the evidence of
its being truth is furnished I1 trust
all who are here have a desire to
learn the truth and to accept it in
our views about individuals we often
find ourselves mistaken the same tois
the case in regard to denominations
many of those whose tenets we do not
know often seem peculiar to us but on
becoming better acquaintedted with their
doctrines we learn at least to respect
them if we cannot believe what they
teach

the speaker then enumerated soinesome
of the fundamental doctrines of the
latter day saints referring particular
ly to faith repentance baptism spirit-
ual gifts and liberty of conscience

continuing he said it is easy for
your humble servant to state what he
believes but it is difficult to demon-
strate to you that this belief is

in perfect harmony with the
doctrines taught by christ and
hishie first apostlesapostlee yet this
is necessary for otherwise you might
take my statements for nothing but my
own individual opinions the views of
a man but we dodo not found our be
lief upon human views but upon the
word of the living god

it is evident to all that there are a
great many different denominations in
the wworldorld but paul says there is but
one faith one lord one baptism
could we now discover where to fifindtid
this one faith we might be-
come united for 1I at least am willing
to admit that any denomination isin
rightaright which can prove that they are
in perfect accord with the word of god
but I1 am fully convinced that there
can be butbud one true faith
one right mode of baptism all the
others must be wrong when for in-
stance we find that some sprinkle a
little water and call ththatILL babaptismcism and
others pour water and 4callZ abac bap-
tism and others immerse and say that
is baptism it is evident that allajl can-
not be right it is therefore of great
importance that we study the scrip-
tures to search out what the worl of
god teaches upon the subject

curninturning9 then to the new testa-
ment we find in the narrative of
the baptism of our lorulora that he

went down into the water and
came up again and that this mode

of administering the ordinance was
ratified by god thereby that the htahea
yensvens were opened and the holy spirit
descended upon our lord wevve are
admonished to follow the footsteps
of our savior and if he went down
into the water andd1 came up in
order to fulfill airva surely
we must do the samegame for the law of
righteousness must be fulfilled in its
minutest details

paul in speaking of baptism refers
to it as a burial and a Iviplanting 11

we are buried with him christ into
death that like asam christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the
father even so we also should walk in
newness of life porfor if we have been
planted together in the likenesslikenesa of his
death we shall be also in the likeness
0off his resurrection these two simi-
les prove clearly that immersion is the
only right mode of baptism for nothing
else corresponds to the burial of the
body or the planting of the seed in the
ground

referring to the doctrine of the lay-
ing on of hands for the imparting of
the holy ghost the speaker read the
first seven verses of ag the
incident here related should be seri-
ously considered paul found some
disciples who had been baptized w ith
out having received the hajydoiy ghost
ththeyey had eilevidentlydently been coaveconvertedarted by
somebody who had no authority to
confer that gift then paul laid his
bands on them and they received the
holy ghost and with toutonguesguell
and prophesied everyone who de-
sires to become so endowed must have
an authorized servant of the almighty
to lay his handsbands on him some will
askaak whether it is necessary in our time
and my answer is that it is just as im-
portant in our age as it ever was

another incident is recorded in the
ath chapter of the acts of the apostles
philip an evangelist went down to
the city of samaria and preached the

gospel A great number of the in-
habitants of that city believed and
were baptized and there was great joy
in the city but when the apostles
heard that samaria had received the
gospel they went down there and
laid their handsbands on those who had been
baptized aud the result was that obese
received the holy ghosh

at the day of pentecost peter saidodd
repent and be baptized every one of

you in the imme of jesus christ for
the remission of sins and ye
shall receive the gift of the
holy ghost and that this jppromiseromise
extends throughout all ages and con

also to our own time isi
manifest from the following 16 Forthefor the
promise is unto you and to your chil-
dren and to all that are afar off even
as many asam the lord our god shall
call

the speaker then referred to the
organization of the church and quoted
Ephe olaus iv 111411 14 and he gave
some apostles some prophets and
some evangelists and some pastorspaston
and teachers for the perfecting of the
saints torfor the work of the ministry
for the edifying of the body of christ
till we all come in the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the son
of god unto a perfect man
unto the measure of the
stature of the falness of christ that
we henceforth be no more children

to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine this
organization with apostles prophets
etcate is the same tnin our age and it tois
given for the same purpose that the
saints may be one in faith and attain
perfection i n the kknowledgenow ledge and u dorder
standing of spiritual things

ministers often quote the words iffft
any man shall add unto thesethem things
god shall add unto him the plagues
that are written in this book but they
omit what follows if any man shall
take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy god shall take away his
part out of the book of life it ap-
pears that it is as dangerous to take
anything away as to add anything
yet the world has discarded the or-
ganization of the church as revealed
in the word of the almighty

our belief is founded on the holy
scriptures and I1 can promise all those
who will comply with the requirements
of the word that hebe shall receive the
holy spirit

I1 know that god the eternal father
lives for he has revealed it unto me
and I1 know that the principles spoken
of today are eternal truths I1 testify
that joseph smith was a great prophet
of god and that brigham young
also was a greatrest and mighty prophet
I1 pray that I1I1 may continue faithful and
with all the saintssainte finally obtain
eternal exultationexaltation in the celestialcelesdal king-
dom

the choir sang the anthem
let the mountainsmounta ioa shout for joy

the congregation joined the choir in
singing the doxology

benediction by bishop W B pres-
ton

mrs lease the kansas alliance
tumpstump speaker hashag been elected a

member of the college of thinkers
this is a promotion as she has hereto-
fore trained with a crowd of political
tinkerstinker


