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HISTORY OF THOS. BALDWIN MARSH.

(Written by himself in Great Salt Lake City,
-~ November, 1851.)

I wag born in the town of Acton, Middlesex
county; Massachusetts, Nov. 1, 1799,

My fatber, James Marsh, was born in Doug-
las, Mass., March 27, 1751.

My mother, Mary, daughter of Titus Law,
was born in Acton, Mass., March 18, 1759,

I spent my early life in farming at West-
moreland, New Hampshire, until I was four-
teen.years of age, when I ran away and went
to Cheater, Vermont, where I worked on a
farm three months; then went to Albany, New
York and engaged in a public house as a wait-
er, where I remained eighteen months, when
1 went to New York and engaged in the city
hotel and remained two years; when I returned
to my old situation in Albany, and after serv-
ing a year returned to New York: City Hotel
for two years; then removed to Long Island,
N,Y., where I engaged as groom to Edward
Grigwald, in whose service I remained one and
a balf years; during which I became acquaint-
ed with Elizabeth Godkin, and married ber on
" the 1st Nov., 1820. 2

Immediately after marrying I commenced in
thie grocery business, in New York, in which
buginess I remained one and a half years, but
did not.succeed. [ then engaged in a- type
foundry in Boston; whiere I continued seven
vears. . k%

While engaged in this business I joined the
Metkodist church and tried for two yearsto be
a genuine Methodist, but c¢id not succeed any
better.in getting'Methodist religion than I did
in the grocery business. I compared Method-
ism with the Bible, but could not make it cor-
respond. -

I withdrew from all sects, and being abeut
to leave Boston my old class leader wished me
to take a good certificate, but I informed him
I did ‘not want it. I had a ‘measure of the
spirit of prophecy and tcid him that I expect-
ed a new church would arise, which would
have the truth in its purity.,. He said to me,
youhio doubt mean to be a leader'in that new
sect. Iteldhim Ibad no such intentions. He
said, he prayed that the Lord would make me
a firebrand in the midst of that new religious
body, as reformation was necessary.

#r

My wife unknown, to me, however, got a
certificate for herself and me on one, paper. 1
informed her that I never would attend, but I
would find a suitable class for her if she want-
ed to join., | TP Srirt 2

I remained in Boston' several years engaged
in the'type foundry.” During this period I bes
came acquainted with several friends whose
opinions econcerning religion were like my own.
We kept aloof from sectarians, and were
called by them Quietists, because we resem-
bled so much a seet in France know by that
name professing to be led by the Spirit.

I believed the Spirit of God: dictated me to
make a journey west. I started. in company
with one Benjamin Hall, who was also led by
the Bpirit. I went to Lima, Livingston county,
New York, where I stayed some three months,
and then left for bome. I called on my return
at Lyonstown, on a family, whose names X ‘do
noft recoliect. On leaving there next morning
the lady enquired if ¥ had heard of the Golden
Book found by a youth named Joseph Smith.
I informed her I never heard anything abauit it,
and became very anxious to know concerning
the matter. ©On enquiring, she told me I could
learn more about it from Martin Harris, in
Palmyra. |

I returned back westward and found Martin
tarris at the printing office, in Palmyra, where
the first sixteen pages of the Book of Mormon
had just been struck off, the proof sheet of
which I obtained from the printer and teok
with me. As soon as Martin Harris found out
my intentions he took me to the house of
Joseph Smith, sen., where Joseph Smith, jun.,
resided who could give me any information 1
might wish. Here I found Oliver Cowdery,
who gave me all the information concerning
the book I desired. After staying there two
days I started for Charleston, Mass., highly
pleased with the information I had obtained
coneerning the new found book.

After arriving home and finding my family
all well, I showed my wife the sixteen pages
of the Book of Mormon which I had obtained,
with which she was well pleased, believing it
to be the work of God. From this time for
about one year F corresponded with Oliver
Cowdery and Joseph Smith, jun., and prepared
wmyself Lo move wesh.

Learning by letter that the Church of Jesus
Carist bad hje_e:; erganized op the 6Lh day of
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days I was uriigjhed an Elder by Oliver Cow-
dery with six Elders, at Father Whitmer’s
house,. |

@ physician to the church.

fall and winter the church moved to Ohio. In
the spring of 1831 I journeyed' with the main
body to Kirtland.

at a conference held in Kirtland, where I re-
ceived an appointment to go to' Missouri with
Ezra Thayer, and preach by the way. In'con-

went to Joseph, who received the word of the
Lord appointing Selah J. Griffin in Thayer’s
stead, with whom T journeyed to Missouri,
preaching by the way; many believed our tes-
timony, but we did: not wait to baptize any.
While near the end of our journey I was at-
tacked with chills and fever and arrived-very

Slade till T got well.

Sometime in J apuary, 1832, Biﬂhﬂp Partridge
having furnished me with an Indian pony, I're-

Daniels. ' I labored, preaching through the
country around Kirtland until the summer
opened, when, in company with Ezra Thayer,
I went on a mission through the State of New
York and returned home early in the fall;, and
made preparations to go up to Zion in compa-
ny with several other families from Kirtland.

-| At that time an objection wae raised to me be-

ing the leader owing to my inexperience, but
there was divisien on this subject as some con-
sidered my office entitled me to the presidency.
My opposers appealed-to Joseph, who decided
I should lead on account of my office; still, ai-

I was to lead the company, my opposers never

| became reconciled to my pregidency, until ‘we

got into difficulties at the Ohio river, where
we could, not proceed without better order.
Here they yielded to my dictation through
necesity; ‘but when we had got down the Ohio
river. as. far as Louisville a rebellious spirit
wag again mauifested. . 3
At this point I separated from the company;’
took my brother-in-law, Lewis Abbot and his
wife, and proceeded by hoat to St. Louis, where
I arrived one day in advance of the company.

On our arrival we found the cholera raging in

St. Louis and vicinity. I went immediately to
the outskirts of St. Louis, rented a house, and
began my‘preparations to start overland to the
wes?, SN ARl e R

On‘the arrivalof the other part of the com-

“Ipany, I wag sent for by them about midnight,

to doctor them, but the messenger being una-
ble to pilot me,; I had.to return to my house
until-morning, when I was sent for again, and
soon found br. Blackslee, but t~o late to do
him any good. He died the next day.

I started for Jackson county, and arrived

‘Nov. 10, having been two weeks on the jour-

ney. I located in Jackson county with the
brethren who had come from Colesville, where:
I was invited by br. Joseph Knight, who was
very gick with the bloody flux. 1 attended
him . faithfully and my wife nursed him; he.

got well.

I bad my inheritance, about thirty acres,
set off by Bishop Partridge, on the Big Blue
river, Jackeon co., where, before spring opened
I had a comfortable log house built, into
which I moyved early in the spring and com-
menced clearing land to raise a small crop that
year. I succeeded 'in getting some corn and
potatoes planted, which did very well. Be-
fore the year was out the mob combined to-
gether and drove us out of the county. Some

with myself removed to Lafayette county,
where we winlered, and during which time I
kept a common school and taught the children
of the brethren. '

In the spring of 1834, having learned that
Joseph and a company were coming to relieve
the brethren, I moved over with many others
into €lay county, where I was living when
they arrived. Several of those who came up
ip Zion’s camp remained in Missouri. Iculti-
vated a emall piece of land this summer and
suceeeded in raising gome corn. I was chosen
one of the High Council.

~ In Janmuary, 1835, in company with Bishop
Partridge and agreeable to revelation, I pro-

April, 1830, I moved to Palmyra, Ontario co.,
in September following, and landed at the
house of Joseph Smith, sen., with my whole
family. - During this month I was baptized by
David Whitmer, in Cayuga lake, and in'a few

Joseph received a revelation appointing me

After remaining in that Stafe, during the
In June, 1831, I was ordained a High Pri_ea_t!

sequence’ef Ezra Thayer delaying so long, I

sick. I staid at the house of br. Benjamin

though we started with the understanding that

'tended councils and preached to the Saints, ,

| Wm. Smith to try and reconcile some,of the

succeedédd in overcoming the disease and soen |

of theSaints moved into Clay county; others |

ceeded to Kirtlnﬁﬁ, ‘where we arrived ear) y in
the spring, when I learned I had been chosen
one of the Twelve Apostles. e

I'left Kirtland and preached through the East-
ern States, holding conferences, regulating and
(organizing the churches and returned Septem-
'ber 25th.

In the winter of 1835-6 I attended school,
 studied the first English grammar under Sid-
ney Rigdon, and Hebrew under Professor
Seixas (a Hebrew by birth), and inthe spring
‘Teturned to my place on Fishing river, in Clay
county, Missouri, where 1 arrived in the month
of April.

between the citizens of Clay county and the
'Saints, a meeting was held near Liberty, the
county seat, for the purpose of amicably ar-
(ranging matters. Iwas appointed a delegate
from Fishing river. At that meeting a ¢om-
'mittee of twelve were appointed to draft reso-

|
lutions, which were received by unanimous

!vnte; when a commiitee of three, viz., Lyman
Wight, myself and Samuel Bent were appoint-
-ed to meet next day

by said committee spokesman, and was ena-
bled to speak so feelingly in relation to our
previous .persecutions and expulsions, that

ding tears. ‘This meeting passed resolutions

| to help the Saints seek out a new location, and

appointed committees to collect means to aid
the poor Saints to remove. -

The church considering the citizens were

' thus exerting themselves to have us remoyed,

appeinted Elisha M. Groves and myself to

visit the churches in Illinois, Kentucky and|

i

| Teressee, for the purpose of borrowing money
(Lo enter lands in the new seitlement at the
land office for the convenience of the Saints
who were coming on.  We started in July and
succeeded 'in borrowing upwards of $1400,

May 4th, 1835, in company with the Twelve

£

ner that W. W. Phelps. and David and Jokn
Whitmer had disposed of the money which I
had borrowed in the Tentessee and Kentucky
branches in 1836.  Accordingly a meeting was
called Feb. 5, 1838, and the conduct of the
Presidency in Zion investigated, The church
would not sustain said Presidency, but appoint-
ed myself and br. D. W. Patfen presidents
pro tempore until Joseph Smith would arrive.
We also re-organized the church in Zion,
placing every officer in his proper place.: Jo-
seph arrived in Far West, March 14th, and ap-
'proved of the course we had pursued.

May 18.—In company with Joseph, Sidney
{and others, I went north in Daviess courty. We

Soon after this, difficulties having occurred Imet with Oliver Cowdery, Lyman E. Johnson

and others encamped, who were also explor-
ing northward on Grand river, We soon re-
turned fo Far West,

In August the mob re-commenced their de-
predations against the Saints.

About this time I got a beam in my eye and
thought -I could discover a mote in Joseph’s
eye, though it was nothing but a beam in my
eye; I was so completely darkened that I did

in Liberty for the pregen- | not think on the Savior’s injunction: “Thou
tation of these resolutions. I was appointed thypocrite, why beholdest thou the mote which

is in thy brother’s eye, when a beam is in
thine own eye; first cast out the beam out of
thine own eye, then thou shalt see clearly to

turned to Kirtland, accompanied by Cyrus . General Atchison could not refrain from ghed- 'get the mote out of thy brother’s eye.?

Had I seen this Ishould bavediscovered my-

'self a hypacrite, but as[ had often said while

in the chureh, if I ever apostatized I would go
away quietlys I tried to do so, but the Saints
kept enquiring of me if I ‘was going to leave,
and so did Joseph twice. I evaded him both
times, The last time he almost got me into so
tight a corner I eould hardiy evade. He put
the question direct to me, whether I was going
to leave?  With an affected look of contempt
I answered; “Joseph when you see me leave
the church, you will see a good fellow leave
it > 0 ;

After making preparations I started from

priucipally from the brethren in Kentucky and
Tenunessee at 10 per cent. interest. - i

 Far West and moved  three miles out of town,

ostensibly for the purpose of settling, and soon

Sep. 19, 1836.—We parted with br. Woodruff
and the Saints in Kentucky, br. D.W.Patten and.
his wife accompanying us to Missouri. /I pro-:
ceeded immediately to the new city which had
been laid out, and called Far West, in our ab-.
sence. On our arrival we delivered the _1_:r:|u::|rnue_*,r,l
to.those who sent us and received '$1 per day
and travelling expenses, for our services while
gone.  ‘We furnishied our own horses. "I pro-
cured a lot immediately,. built a house ‘and
moved into it. - During the winter I made im-
provemerts on my lot; got up my fire #ood; at-

About the month of June; 1837, I etarted for
Kirtland in company with D. W. Patten and

Twelve a1 others of high standing who had
come outin opposition to the Prophet. Onmy
journey I met br. P. P. Pratt about five miles
west of Columbus, Ohio, moving to Far Wests
I prevailed on him to’ return with us to Kirt-
land. On our arrival 1 went to br. Joseph’s
house, “where I remained all the time I was in
Kirtland. E G R s

About this time a special meeting was ap-
‘pointed at  Joseph’s house, by himself, to
‘which several of the brethren who were dis-
affected were invited. I was chosen modera-
tor, and called upon the aggrieved parties to
speak first. A reconciliation was effected be-
tween all parties, |

July 23rd., Joseph Smith, jun., received a
revelation to me concerning the Twelve Apos-
tles; and on the 27th, I started with Joseph
and br. Rigdon for Canada. During this mis-
\glon we visited the churches in Canada west,
vand returned about the last of August.

Sep. 3.—I attended a conference held in
Kirtland, in which Luke Johnson, Lyman E.
Johnson and John F. Boynton were rejected.
John ¥. Boynton plead as an excuse for hie
course the failure of the Kirtland bank.

Prest. Brigham Young, in a plain and ener-
getic manner, strongly protested against his
course and was not willing to receive him into
fellowship until a hearty repentance and con-
fession were manifested. I sustained br. Brig-
ham’s remarks and acquiesced in his testi-
mony. .

Soon after, in company with Hyrum Smith,
. I proceeded to Missouri, where we arrived in
October, and in a few weeks, Prests. Joseph
and Sidney arrived, and we held a conference
which sustained the authorities of the cliurch.

Some time in the winter, Geo. M. Hinkle,
John Murdock and some others came to my

pr——

house, and suggested the importance of calling

moved off to Clay county, and from thence to
Richmond, Ray county, where I saw David,
John and Jacob Whitmer and Oiiver Cowdery,
who had all apostatized. |

I enguired seriously of David if it was tiue
that be had seen the angel, according to his
testimony as one of the witnesses of the Book
of Mormon. He replied, as sure as there is a
God'in heaven, he saw the angel according to

| his testimony in that book. I asked him, if

80, why he did not stand by Joseph? He ans-
wered, in the days when Joseph received the
Book of Mormon, and brooght it forth, be was
a good man and filled with the Holy Ghost,
but he considered he had now fallen. [ inter-
rogated Oliver Cowdery in the same manner, "
who answered similarly.

HISTORY OF DAVID W. PATTEN.
- (Compiled principally from his own Journal.)

In. the early part of my life, I was often
called upon to repent of my sins, and the Spirit
of the Lord did often reprove me. In the
twenty ﬁr.at year of my life the Lord vigited
me by his Holy. Spirit, and called upon me
again to.repent, I rejected the call at first,
but, upon mature reflection, considered'it was
reasonable the Lord should require obedience, ,
and I turned to the Lord and found his favor.

I lived jn the enjoyment of his Spirit for
three years, during'which time, by dreams and
vigions, many things were, made known unto
me, which were to comes and, from the teach-
ings I received of the Holy Spirit, I was look-
ing for the church of Christ to arise in its
purity, according to the promise of Christ, and
that I should live to see it.

From this happy state I fell away and lived,
in a measure, in darkness, until the year 1830,
when my mind became again arouged by the
Spirit of God to a sense of my situation, and I .
began to pray mightily to God that hie’ would
pardon my gins and grant me his Holy
Spll'it. . : i L34

About this time the sound of the Book of
Mormon came to my ears, and I was greatly
agitated in mind about it, and desired to see it.
[ saw the book that game summer, but had ne

|opportunity of reading it further than the pre-

face and testimony of the witnesses. A fear
came upon me, and I dare not say anything
against it. From that time I began:to cry to
God for saving faith. ERna7..3
Notbing took place worthy of note until
May, 1832, when, on receiving a leiter fromw
my brother in lndiana, giving me information
of the rise of the chiurch of Christ, the recep-

a meeting to take into consideration the man-

tion of the Holy Ghost, and the gifts thereof
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