
i tiamTIMM tah asre WS T J junejauloulowiouio IA

ad I1S00beesweds
OYby

PREIST GEarget n CHRONflorfloh
Z I1

atK thec general conference sunday
afafternoonarro aerilapril ad 1881 t

nerola BY 0 FV adlaw

it la with great pleasure that I3
meet with yau my bretbrotbrethrenbrenbreD and
sisters in conferConforconferenceenca todayto day andaed
thoughthourl inincomebomesome respects I1 amtim not
feeling very eager to address ho80
large aana has assembl-
ed thisthia afafternoontd still we all know
that if we can get thetho influence and
assistance of the spirit of tho lord
there Is no difficulty in speaking or
advancing suehsuch thoughts and sug-
gestionsgest ions as are suitable

it beems to me that of allaliallmenmen I1
ought to be the most thankful I1
certainly feel exceedingly happy in
being in your midst in behbeholding
your facesfades in sharingsharin in your meet-
ings in partaking of your spirit I1
am thankful I1 have this privilege
for such I1 esteem it

I1 haveibave been absent as youyon all
know for some sixteen weeks dur-
inging my absence I1 have enjoyed my
self veryveny much that iIs considering
the circumstances I1 have had cxex

health and I1 donot know
that I1 ever felt bettorbetter in my life
under theho circumstances than I1
have during the past winter of
course there has beendeenbeen considerateconsiderale
discussion upon our cause and ques-
tion and considerable has been said
about usui but so far aaas my individu-
ala feelings have been concerned I1
hava not been disabled not ooraforafor a
single second there is an excite
ment about warfare and the
consciousness that victory will
eventually percheccli upon our banners
and that we aroare on the winning
side that makes such a contest
pleasurable I1 know this that
when everything is still when the
stream is quietly flowing along
without a tippleripple I1 begin 0to be un-
easy I1 expect you do
wowe have been accustom-
ed now for EOso many years
in fact ifit maxmay bobe said from the be-
ginning to contending with the
turbulence of the elements to
battling with angry waveseaves that it
seems to kietheba the natural condition
for us to be in at any rate we
know when thisthia is the case that
somebody is a little disturbed about
us and that some think it neces-
sarykarytoto be stirring up opposition
against uaus with the activity
which prevails at home in the varlvari
ous departments af the work the
zeal that is being manifested among
the saints by the leading men in
the various stakes of zion with the
labors of the home missionaries the
young mens and young
mutual improvement associations
the relief societies the bundaysunday
schools and the various organiza-
tions which have taken shape in our
midst together with the union of
thothe people and the sendingbending of mis-
sionariessionslonarlesaries abroad jnin sucheach numbers
with nilall these thingsthin gs at workworks tend
1117 to consolidate the people to
make them of onoone heart and one
mind to preach the principleplen of
truth to declare to thothe inhabitants
of the earth the salvation of ourcur
god and to leave them without oxex
cusocum for rejecting the truth I1 eaysay
with all themthew activities at home
and abroad together with the
building of temples a great work
which devolves upon Us 88 a4 people
with nilall thomthose things it is no won-
der to mathatme that opposition should be
fierceflorce abdand that there should be a
great deaidealdealdeai of talk about thelmor
mons wowe have been taught from
thothe beginning that this would be
the case thothe earliest teachings hatthat
I1I1L can remember were to thisthia deflect
leading me forwardfonward aaas you were
led forward to anticipate just suchsueh
things just buchsuch a warfare as that
in which we are involved year by
year as thisthia vorkvolk develop 2

as thothe Vurpurposesposes of god unfold
do weWO seesw the literal the
definite fulfillmentfulfilment of the predictions
that wore uttered years and years

the work of gougodagon go concerningconcern lilgilig
the prophet josephjossph smiths name

bashas been known for good and evil
among all the inhabitants of the
earth baingbeing regarded bbyV some as I1ai
man divinely inspired a prophet of
thetho living god hishla words treasured
up as the worlwords of a prophet should
be and by other he is looked upon
as aaan imposterr an ignoramus a
man in fact too bad to livejive this
joseph smith who is thus known
and hasalgrig this repute among various
people is gradually bengbeing lifted vp
andund made prominent audand throughIL
his beinsbeingisiflifted up and made aromi

nent the name ofor our god whose ser-
vant bohia warlwa Is being glorified thus
josephjoaeph smith whose predictions
were uttered 6050 years ago and
from that time down until he sealed
hishiir testimony with his blood nearly
37 years ago thisthia joseph smith laIs
being proved to be a prophet not by
theahe latter day saints nionealone fortor we
are doing comparatively little to
wards the vindication of hihisirospro

views of thiathis divine calling
for we are a feeble people we are a
people few in number but theinthe in-
habitants of the earth numerous
as they aroarc by their words and acte
are establishing the divinity of his
mission and proving that hobe is the
man that we have testifiedfledflod hohe was
from the beginning

to me the ways of the lord are
very wonderful when I1 thus con
template them how wonderful are
the lordeslorda works how wonderouswonder
are his doings in the midst of the
inhabitants of the earth how
strangely and by what singular
means he brings to pass his great
and glorious purposes men
using nations using governments
as stems good to him to effect hiship
divine purposes those of us who
havehavo been brought up in thia church
who can remember the daysdatys tha
are past the days of our weak-
ness the days of our oppression the
days whencewhen we were a broken andaud a
peeled people can call to mind how
unlikely etwas that the teachings
we have received concerning this
work would ever be fulfilled we
hadbad faith that they would be butgut
it required the eyoeye ot faith and a
heart of faith to ideesee or to compre-
hend that they would bobe as they
have been developed through the
years that have intervened utiln all
the present time the fulfillmentfulfilment nfof
these teachings and predictionspredict ionsiong ha
brought to us confirmation of our
faith brought to Us more and more
with thothe greatest impressiveness
the truth of that which we were
told and which aai I1 hhavohivoavo said was
so unlikely to be fulfilled

in the beginning this work be-
fore

t
it was an organized body that is

when it was in its embry when
but a few men had any knowledge
concerning the purposes of gdgod con-
nected with it excited hatred and
brought forth contention anam ob

young man without worldly
influence without advantageous

I1 surround inize declared that god bad
again spoken from the heavens
and that angels had again
descended to the earth testified
that the church of christ waswag
about to be reestablishedestablishedre with
its old powers and that the everlast
ing gospel the old plan of salva-
tion was to bobe again restored in its
original purity and with it the old
authority the everlasting priest
hood by means of which men and
women could be inducted into the
church of god by the administration
ofathe old ordinances and receive
the gift of the holy ghost with its
attendant powers and blessings
the mere declaration of these thinusthiapa
by a young man who was thus ob-
scure without influence without
the prestige of education or birth
immediately excited a fever in the
neighborhood an excitement was
aroused and men began to perse-
cute him they begganbegan to tell lleslies
about rmhimbim they began to bring
falsefalso charges against him there
waswils a restlessness begotten that
could not be accounted for upon
natural prInprinciplesOples oior upon anythingthey could beesee with their natural
eyes it was entirely unaccountable
his family was calumniated hebe was
calumniated and slandered ever
act of his afelneilfelife was turned over and
made evil of and charges of wrong-
doing were hurled against him of
which hohe waswag entirely innocent and
fortor which there was not veneven the
color or semblance of truthon next wednesday niftyfifty oneono
yearsyearb willvill have elmelfelapsedpied sincebinco the
church otof jesus cheritt of latterday saints was organized it then
consisted of six members not
very numerous you can count them
on your fingerslingers it might be
thought that so insignificant a body
of people would escape attentionnot eosc however the whole coun-
tryside was aroused A terrible
thing had taken place thisthib joseph
smith had dared to organize a
church he had found somefomo gold
platesplated hudhad a golden liibibie hehad been a moneymcney digger and hebe
had done a great many things andat last his audacity had culminated
in the a church aoatI1 lavoihave wdsaid thetho whole countryside
was in a flame

we cannot endure thisthle it is a
disgrace to our city our countrcountryyoursourtownship to atlet such a vile fellowA ilowliow as
he paipalpaltam his impositions onori the pubucile wenye must put a stop toftto it n

the result
sl accusations wa
brought before officers of the law
upon every conceivable complaint
the papers heralded his disdiadiagramgrac
throughout all the neighborhood as
far as they had circulation deter-
mined to ilelie him down there are
certain fabulous attributes ancor
erectly ascribed to the creature cailcall
edtheed the octopus or devilfishdevil nishfish it is
said that when it wantawants to devour
its victim it elects an inky substance
that nilsfills the whole water around so
hatbat it can the more easily captureca future

itaits prey it was in thi
manner that the pro ais and the pul-
pit endeavoredendeavorfd to stifle the truth
and to destroy thootho o who testified
that they had received it th
whole country was filled alib
every kind of slander human iniim
agitationagination was racked to0 o invent
stories they said that joseph
smi h hadbad tried to establish his
divine calling by attempting to
walk upon the water with guncuncun

arrange J planks placed a
shortabort distance beneath the surface
of ahti water but that fortunately
he badhad buenbeen detected in his im
position they said behe hadbad triedtrie to
raise the dead and that the man
whom he arid to raise nearly die j

because the apparatus which behe
had arranged for him to get air be
came deranged there
was no end of stories told by agnor
ant people vile people deluded peo-
ple wicked people and evenbayeven by
men who called themselves minis-
ters of the gospel you cannot
think of anything that was not told
that was not sworn joany number
of witnesses could be obtainobtainerejl to
testify to the truthtroth of those falefal e
bonds at the amea me time it was
said it wooldatwould only be a little while
until the system of which he was
the head wotkot id burst up we
have only to wait a while andbud it
will disappear but it did nototdisdis-
appear

the elderseiders regardless
of the slanders regardless artheothe
falsehoods regardless of the calum
nies preaching the word of god
preaching it in the spirit and
of god BegarreganregardlessdIeB ofor alwi these
things they went r persecuted
derided their names castcut
out as evil men con ideres it al-
most a disgrace to talk to them if
they received them into their housesbouses
their neighbors looked upon them
as though they were en g
lepersapers whatwhai have you got a
mormon in your house do you

know wat thesthea people are
travellingTravelling without purse or scrip

natheeras theirthein predencepredecessorsi hadbad done in
primitive days of gospelgospe purity from
town to town from village to vil-
lage from hamlet to hamlet bear
ing all kinds of insults and

and hardships they traveled
the land lifting up their voices
everywhere where they had the
opportunityeunity testifying in all humil-
ity that godGM had again spoken from
the heavens that god bad again re-
storeds t tbthea trutruthth in I1itsis ancientt puri-
ty and power that god had re-
stored

a
the ordinances of the gospel

as they once existedd upon the earth
and declaring unto the inhabitants
of the earth that iodrodgoddod Is a hearer of
players find that he will answer
their petipetitionstlonationa when they call upon
him in faith thus they went
travellingvellingtra through the united 8 ates
and canada and afterwards crosscress
ingng the ocean to the old world pro

claiming there the same truths A
strange thing to be heard in great
Britain Great Britalul whwin had
beenheen sendingbending out her missionaries
by to the remotest part
of the earth who considered herself
as dwelling in the blaze of gospel
truth and occursoccupyinging the foremost
rank among civilized and en-
lightened national A strange
thing for men from the
wilds of america to come and
preach to them the truthtroth of heaven
to tell them the contents of theirthein
bible as it seemed
the elder nevertheless did this
they hadbad received the dispensation
of tho ospel and eke paul they
feltfeit would be woe unto themiathommthorn if
they did not preach it and they
went from land to land until every
continent almost every land has
been visited by themhem

whilowhile the missionaries were thus
engaged thetho work at homehoma did not
cease perpersecution athomehorns was not
arrearrestedkoediced mobs continued to gathergitherg ither
together as they had done before the
elders crossed thothe oceinocean and it wawas
blothot then the cry that thebetheae mor
mons were introducing patriarchal
marriage which we think hurtful
to our civilization that was dotnot
the charge in thothe early days the
hargeschargesi urged against the saints
when heythey went out west to the

ot ft wemewere tbt

they believed in anointing and iuin
laying handsbands upon the bickbleb that
they believed in revelationrevel that
they believed in prophetprophetepropbetsbete that theythyth y
listened to the counsels and teach

i
iningstea of prophets was not
thisis very dangerousdangerons but this was
not all0 it sounds very queer in
thesethere daysdaya to think that on of the
gravest charges mademide against the
latter day saintssaint by the mob that
drove them fromddom their homes in
jackson county was that they
were yankees and I

melMeIdesigninggning men seeking for pretexts
that would answer the purpose of in
namingflaming the minds of ignorant peo-
ple seized andund used this as a good
ground upon which to babe design
for expulsion missouri was a slave
tatelate andunit the iatterlatter day saints
welwol e in the main new et gland peo
pie they who were not were from
newsew york pennsylvania and other
middle states but they were known
as Yankeepkeer and as their oneale
asserted abolitionists a buleui tahletable
people tcto be pounced uponu n and daiv
vun out thethey were drdrivenrveu 0outut

county and to getgel
rid of them lilburlieuw W boggs gov-
ernor and commander in chief of tthebe
militia of the state of missouri is
sued an exterminating order threat-
ening thetho latter day saints with
extermination unless they left the
state there was one alternative
left to them if they remremainedaided in thtb
state apostncyney but Mlmismisouri
favor waswag not so desirable to the lat
tertor day saints as the favor of thelitier
god and they choose to abandon
their homes and they marched out
of the state as best they could now
durineduring all these years and subse-
quentlyqquententisly when we were being mob-
bed plundered and driven the lat
tertor dayby saints hadbad an abiding faith

upon the revelations hat god
hid given through brother josei h
smith that the day would come
when wowe should be a great keople
when our virtues would be recog-
nized when our patriotism would t ct
vindicatedvindicateds aten our loyalty to truth
and to the principles ofor virtue
and of good govemment of purepurr
republicanism would beue established
and the work of god with which wevve
are connio ed become universal
brother joseph hadbad predicted thisthir
rhe elders the saintssainta thetho people
oldandoung believed it athul
theintheir hearts the hatred of mohmohr
the burning of houses the destrie
tion of property3 the expulsion fr m
homen neve weakened their conncond
dtdencelicetice in the truth of these predic-
tions and their eventual fulfillmentfulfilment
abat feelingreeling hadbad been implant a0
etnere by the almighty the siptip riiili
of god hal borne estes emony to it in
their heartshenrtsland they never doubdoubterteutev
it hatedbated by a township they
foresaw the time when they would
bobe hated by a county hi ted by a
county they foresaw the time
when they would be hated ty a
stateotate hated by a state aney fore-
saw the time when they would tbt
batedhated by men who conati tut d a
party who it16 might be saidsald were
the representatives of the nation
hatedbated byjay a nationnations they foresaw the
time when they would be hatebatedd by
other natnai ions until as I1 have said
their loyalty to truth to virtue to
good bovitgovernmentaument to good order and
everything that laa pure holy andgod ilbeilke would be vindicated and
established in the eyes of all men
by the nations at large as
well as their ofellow citizens

how unlikely a thing to have
been when there were but six per-
ona composing this church yet

the revelations given previous to
that organizationorgan the word of god
as it has come down to us embalm
edad in anut acred book which con
bains thothe revelations given through
thothe prophet joseph foforetellsretell
in plainnessas jutju t such results aiat

i thesethose that I1 have alluded to the
spirit of thiaNthiathis vorkyOrk iab tbt
results which should follow it were
plainly mapped outoat beforehand wB
though all the events connected
with itt had already taken place a d
were written by the pen of the hishia
torian in teadtend of that of the prophet
rherho hi torian can delindolindo tate with jioxiogreater mccuroyaccor cy though hohe may
give more details when liehe writewritt
the history of this peopoopeopleplapia and the re-
sults of the labors of the elders of
this church than it has been writ-ten for half a century

the inhabitants of thetho earth con-trary to thetheirirwillwibwih and despite their
wishes are contributing to establish
tho propheticprophetiotic callingcahng of 33 rotherjoseph smithith fahd to fuini the
rrevelations of gd given through
him hated as he bmhas beebea
despised as h has b en
derided as he ha been this
is the result of their actions
the destiny of this people
hasbaa been clearly bretholdbretold hermhere are

men who I1 see around me whose
hoheadshadahadsadsadb are whitened with years
whose balletsbo lieblies are fr ll and trem-
bling and women too who have
been connected with this chulch
from ltits earleariearliestiestlest days who know of
the truth of what I1 am stating who
know that therethero is nothing that
they behold todayto day that they did
not behold by the spirit of p ophery
and with bethe eye of faith y-ara and
bearsears go and many things that
are yet unfulfilled that yet remain
in the womb of time to be yet
brought forth therhe desdestinydfsinyliny asa I1
have alifalijvaldpaid of thetiie people iaIs written
in heavenbeavell it iaIs enrol ed in thi ar
chive of eternity god has spoken
it the eternal flat hashis gone forth
and it will never be revoked we
play our part we nuiehuie oaas adlora in
these seenerbeener by and by other will
come the columncoliann pfaf humanitybumanity will
march on the column from thehe
eternal worlds will continueilotio to de-

scend myriads of the just are
watchingvi atchingd ith I1 might baysay easteaga
beks the d of this work
and they ar doing their part
and uunbornaborn myriads arebrere loolookingliing for-
ward to the future of thisthia work
amailsmall as ills to day insignificant aaas
it is to day it is no enthus hsinhern urr
fanaticism thatabatiI1 paires these words
but it is the plinplpidada t uthnth not half
told it Is merely to hint of that
which will le ferper this lais the
work of thothe eternal jehovah the
work of by all the holy pro-
phetspeets altcealaceei ce the world began thegreat work that iIs 0too prepare the
arth and itait inhabitants for the

coming of the bonson of god who
that rendsreads thiathis sacred book the bible
does not know that prophets andapostoapostless seerabeera and revelatoryrevelators all
looklookedd forward to the time when a
great work i houldbould be done infa the
earth they predicted it they dwelt
upon it in inspired teton
who never laid claim to ration
have looked forward to hwh dggoldengoidenolden

ueete have dwelt with delightful
lanianlanguageI1guage and it may be saideaid with
i lenpenD upon tt at great time
that should comecomolilu the history of
our race

it I1ae true as T haveesalasali that from
the beginning calumny and bland r
ofevery conceivable kind have b en
ciren atod concerning this iaIs
0ao40o todayto day it goes the rounds of ttetie
countrycountMandand Is believed infri bythehytheby thereatireat masses of the ptpeopleopieople thelatter day paints are lookedlook d upon
by many naas guiltyguty of every eonronvablevabietI crime kneir true charac-
ters are so be eggede by misrepresen-
tation thathat sorantoranrangesgeisgois almost come
into our borders as though they

ere about tofonteratonu terteraa d n of thi ves
that IPlow strangers who do not

jr ow better murder outrage
rob ery perjurype jury villainy of every
rindbindnind is attributed to this beopewhy should such a world wide noto-
r ety be alvenadaven to a peoplep ople who num-
ber no more than we why aheh uld
lucisucre leninn the be gone to in falfaifalsify-
ing

stry
arisria innocent people it might

be thought that we being BOso in-significant numerically might es-
capernca e notice or at least such promin-ent notice it might have beenthought lain thetho beginning thatbrother joseph and hiahla compeers would have escaped notice itmight be thugthue ht that when they

in number and their influ-ence did not extend beyond a town
ship tt at they mimt ht have escaped
notice but DO the wold hasbas
ed determit ed in a way that to the
ri tural eye stemsbremsst ems unace onnoun tabiletouplift this people to importance to
lveivevive them a world wide rentaronenneurentaiotaloto themthera throng out the
earthareli and wh Isdishishiabla the latter day S8 intsintsinte kueht to

it and many of them do unde
it you ku W he powers that aieate at
work 1thehe bamesame powers th t black-
ened the son of bod that madehirnhirahi 03 appear BOso hideous thtb t menmen in
t mmhim they weregod bervic and were per x
estly willing to have all the conse

fall upon them and theirrh ildrenlidrenarn thuthe simesarno influence thatcaused an idalah to be awn asun
lerierfar that caused a daniel to bethrust into the lionalions dendien and thataused the d ath of nearly all of theprophets and that produced themartyrdom of eleven of the twelveapostlesApListleslem according to tradition it 4

Is that same ingli encoence that never
J

rested un ilif every inspired man V

was destroyed from the face ofI1 thethoL

earth thatthatisis still busybuyduy this batsatitanloanio power has feestjk eptapt at workw0rk slablaclayinging19
4

the servants of the almightyI1inI1gh ty in-cluding n
thetho hollert beingheinging I1thathat eveverevenirtrod the earth the eonsonn of god

Is it not that thathithe 1
1

world cannot see these th ngangphink of ubeibe long het of martywartyrpdown through the ages fromabel thothe best and the holiestholdst meninenmetkaled tybf their aljo notact awubtv soto


