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sisters, in Conference to-day. Ard
though in gome respecis 1 am not
feeling very eager to address so
large a congregation as has assembl-
ed this aftéinoon, stlll we all know
that if we can get the influence and
assistance of the Bpirit of the Lord,
there ia no difficulty in speaking or
advarcing suéh thougats and sug-
gestions as are suitable,

It seems to me that of all men I
ought to be the most thankful. Ir
certainly feel exceedingly happy in
being in your midst, in beholding
your faees, in sharing in your meet-
ings, in partaking of your spirit; 1
am thankful I have this privilege,
for such I eateem it.

I have been absent, as you all
know, for some sixteen weeks, Dur-
ing my absence I have enjoyed my-
self very mueh, that ls, cunalderiug‘
the circumstances. I have had ex-
cedent health; and I do not know
that I ever felt better in my life,
under the circumstancesy than 1
have during the past winter. Of
course there has n considerale
discuesion upon our cause apd ques-
tion, and considerable has been sald
about us; but so far as my individu-
al feelings have been concerned, I
have not been disabled, not fora
single second. ° Therpgis an excite

#

ment about. this wariare, and the
consciousnezs . that victory will
eventually perch upen our banners
and that we are on the winning
side, that makes such a contest
pleasurable, I Enow this, that
when everything is still; when the
siream is quletly flowing along
without a ripple, I begin te be un-
@aRy, I expect you do.
We have been acoustoms-
ed now for ©0 many Yyears,
in fact 1§ may be said from the be-
ginning to ‘eontending with the
turbulence of the elements; fo
bettling with angry waves, that it
reems to be the natural condition
forus to be in. At aoy rate, we
know when this is the case that
someb is 8 little disturbed about
us, and that some think It neces-
gary to be stirring up opposition
against us. 'With the activity
which prevails at home in the vari.

ous departments of the work, the|tion was to be

zeal that is belng mani’ested among
the Saints by the Jleading men in
the various Stakes of Zion: with the
labors of the hormme missionaries, the
Young Men’s and Young Women’s
Mutual Improvement Assoclalions,
the Relief Bocieties, the Bunday
Schools, and the various organiza-
tions which have taken shape in our

midst, together with the unlion of | by a young man who was thus ob-

the people, and the sending of mis-
sionaries nbroad in such numbers;
with all these things at work, tend-
ing to econstolidate the peopls, to
make them of one heart and one
mind, to preach the prineiples of
truth, to declare to the inhabitants
of the earth the salvation of our
God, and to leave them without ex-
cuse for rejecting the trath; I say,
with all these activities at% home
and abroad, together with the
bullding of Temples—a great work
which devolves upon us as 8 people;
with all these things, it is no won-
der to me that opposition should be
fierce, and that there should bea
great deal of talk &bout the “Mor-
mons.” We have been taught from
the beginning that this would be
the case; the earliest teachings that
i can remember were {o this effect,
jeading me forward, 83 you were
jed forward, toanticipate just such
things, just such a warfare as that
in which we are involved. Year by
year, as this  work develops,
as the purposes of God unfold,
do we .see thé -literal, the
deflnite fuolfilment of the pragiﬂtlunﬂ
hat were ut years and years
:Etgl: concerning the work of God.
The Prophet Joseph Smith’s name
bhas been known for good and evil
among all the inhabitants of the

arth, being regarded by someass
;1.,11 ::iivinnfly inspired, & prophet of

iving God, his words treasured | had done & great many things, and

E;Enls ‘lr;ha;‘ words of & prophet sheuld | at last his andaci -

be: and by others; he is looked upon | in the organizationof a church, As
4 oramus, a{lhave said the whole countryside

an impotter, an ign
:;an in fm tco bad to live, This
Joseph Smith, who is thus known
and has thls repute among various
people, Is gradually being lifted vp
and made minent, and threu.h
his being up and made promi.

g

disgrace
towunship to let &
he palm his im

Eeﬂp king for pretexts
ts of th rth, numerous | ‘hat it van the more easily cauture | Designing men, seeking for p
aa. tt}l!:tt:;lnrnn by tzeﬁ'lwarda and acte, | it~ prey. It was sometning in thi- | that would answer the purpose of in

are namblla,’h
mission and

ing the divinity of his| manner that the pre 8 and the pul-

from the beginning. had received it. Th.

that they
very wonderful when I thuscon |every kind of slander.
template them. How wonderful are | agination
the Lord’s works! How wonderous | stories,

are His doings in the midst of the
inhabitants of the earth! How
strangely, and by what singular|
means He brings to pass :E[iﬂ great
and glorious purposes, using men, |
usingg nations, using governments, | of th~ water, but that, fortunately,
as scems good to Him, to effect His | he bad bren detected in his im
divine pur ! Those of us who| position, They said he had tried to
have been brought up in this Churuh,lniaa the dead, and that the manp
who can remember the days tha: | whom he tri.d to raise nearly aie 1,
are past, the days of our weak-|because the apparatue which he
ness, the days of our oppression, the
days when we were a broken and 2
peeled people, can call to mind how
unlikely it was that the teachings
we have received concerning this
work would ever be fulfil'ed, We
had faith that they would be. But
it required the eye ot faith and =
heart of faith to see or to compre-
hend that they would be,as they
have been, developed through the |testify to the truth of these fal e-
years that have intervened us«til|bo~ds. At the s.me time it was
the present time. The falfilment «f | 8ald it would «nly be a little while

They
divine ealling by attempting

——

Came dently de/anged
wag 0o end of stories told by ignor

ant people, vile people, deluded peo-
ple, wicked people, and even by

ters of the Gospel, You ecannot
think of anything that was not told,
that was not sworn to—any number
of witnessesa could be obtaine to

to| a8 Yankeer, nnd‘,
walk upon the water, with cun |asserted, 0
ningly sarrange! planks placed s | people & be pounced upon and driv-
short distance beneath the surface | #n out,

!

these teachings and predictions ha- | until the system of which he was
brought to us confirmation of our|the head wo:ld burst up, “We
faith; brought to us more and more
with the greatest impressiveness
the truth of that which we were
told, and which, as I have said, was
s0 unlikely to be fulfilled.

appear.

of the elanders, regardless

flaming the minds of 'gunorant peo- |
proving that he is the | pit .endeavored to stifle the truth | vle, seized and used this as a
man that we bave testified he was |#nd to destroy tho-e whe testifled | ground upon

brought forth. The des'iny, as [
have »ald, of the people is written
n heaven, it is enrol ed in th+ ar.
chive. of eternity. Geod has spoken

which to bace desigps | it] the efernal fiat has gone forth,

for expulsion. Missouri was a slave | and it will never be revoked. We
To me the ways of the Lord are | whole country was fllled wi/b | State, an1 the Latter-day BSaints|play our part; we fl.uie as nctors in

abolitionia’'e—a suitable
The: were driver: out fiom
Jackson County, and flna'ly, to get
rid of them, Lilvur+ W. Boggs, gov-

Human im | were in the main New E: glan peo- | these scenes, By and hy other- will
was racked '0 invent | ple; they who were not were from | come; the colomn of humanity will
sald that Joseph | New York, Pennsylvania and other | march en; the co'umn from the
Smi h bad tried to establish his| middle States. But they wereknown | »ternal worlds will coutinue to de-
as their enemie~ |scend,

Myriads of the just are
watching with, I might say eager-
ne«8 the d-velop vent of this work
and they ar- doing their part,
and naborn myriads sre looking for-
ward to the future of this work,

ernor and commander in chief of the | small as itis to day, insignificant as

militia of the Btate of Missouri is

it is te day. It is no enthusism or

sued an exterminating order, threat- | fanaticism that i :spires these words;

ening the Lat

State — apostacy.
favor was not so desirableto the Lat

men who called themselves minis- | ter-day Saints as the favor of thei

God, and they choose to abandon

Bnlutaﬁw:;ht bul:l“;tml the I]lilin tuth not half
had ar ed for him to get ai extermination unless they le told; s merely
L st ?r;:.ﬁ State, There was one alternative | which
left to them if they remalred in th: | work of the eternal
But Mis-ouri’s | works

to hint of that
will Le. For this is the
poke« of b -.ll']lrleh.}“l!;: o~

n OfF by the ho ro-
phets si.ce the world began; l]tl:ue:
great work that is 10 prepare the
arth and it< inhabitants for the

their homes and they marched out |coming of the Bon of God. Who
of the State as best they could. Now, | that reads this sacred book,the Bible,
during all these years, and subse- | Joes not know that Prophets and
quently, when we were being mob- | Aposti-=, Beer= and Revelators all

bed
ter

s plunder-d, and driven, the Lat
day

when our virtues would be recog-

The Elders went forth rdl nized, when our patriotism would ! ¢
. "!g.‘; te;: ?indi::ﬂtod, wben ourloyalty to truth

In the beginning, this work, be- | falsehoods, regardless of the calum |2nd to the principles of wirtue

fore it was an body that is
when it was in ils embrys; when
but a few men had any knowledge
concerning the purposes of God ¢vn-
nected with it, excited batred and
brought forth contention. An ob-
scure young man, without woridly
influence, without advantageous
surroundings, declared that God bad |
again spoken from the heavens
and  that angels had again
descended to the earth; testified
that the Church of Christ was| know w"at thes- people are?”
about to be re-established with| Travelling without purse or secri
its old powers, and that the everlast |astheir predecescors had done
ing Gospel, the old plan of salva-
again restored in its
inal purity, and with it the old
anthority, the everlasting Priest-
hood by means of which men and
women could be inducted Into the
Church of God by theadministration
ofgthe old ordinances, and receive
the giftof the Holy Ghost with its
attendant powers and blessings. |
The mere declaration of these things

nies, preaching the word of God,
preaching it in the spirlt and po

things

derided,
out as evil.
mostad

they
their names
Men con-idered it al-

a8 thoug

they were en.ertainiig
lepers,

‘““What, have you got a

towo to tewn, from village to vil-
lage, from hamlet to hamlet, bear
ing all kinds of insuits and persecu-
tions and hardships, they tiaveled
the land, lifting up their woices
everywhere where they had the
opporiunity, testifying in all humil-
ity that God had again spoken from
the heavens; that had again re-
siored the truth in its ancient

ty and power; that God had re-
stored the ordinances of the (Gospel
as they once existcd upon the earth:
and declaring unto the inhabitants

8 without influence, withont
the prestige of education or birth,
immediately excited a fever in the|
veighborhood; an excitement was|of the earth that God i8 & hearer of
aroused, and men began to perse-| mayersand that He wili answer
cute him; they began to tell lies | their Fatitinnﬂ when they call upon
about h!’m; they began to bring|him in faith., Thus they went,
false charges against him. There|travelling through the UnitedS stes
was ‘a restlessmess begotten that | and Caoada, and afterwards cress-

mng the ocean to the O'd World, pro-

could net be accounted for upon
natural principles, or upon anything | claiming there the same truths. A
| s'raoge thing to be heard in Great

they could see with their natural
eyes, it was entirely unaccountable, | Britain—~Great Britaiu! who had

is family was calumniated; he was | been sending out her missionaries
calumniated and slandered; ever, | by thonsands to the remotest parts
act of his life was turned over and | of the earth; who considered herself
made evil of, and charges of wrong- | 8s o welling in the biaze of Gospel
doing were hurled against him of | trnth, and occupying the foremost

which he was entirely inaocent,and | rank among civilized and en-|
for which there was not even the|lightened nations! A strange
color or semblance of truth, thing' for men from

On next Wednesday ffty.ocne

years will have elaspsed since the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- |
day Saints was orgavized. It then | Bible. Presumptious as it seemed,
consisted of six members, Not|the Elders, nevertheless, did this,
very numerous; you can count them | They had received the dfa sensation
on your fiogers, It might be|of the tiospel, and, Hke Paul, they
thought that so insignificant a body
of feoph would escape attention.
Not o, however. The whole coun-
tryside was aroused, A terrible
thing had taken place. ThisJoseph
Smith had dared to organize a
Chureh. He had found some gold
Elates, bad a ‘“‘golden Bibie.,”” He
ad been a money digeer; and he

wilds of America to come and
preach to them the truth of heaven,
to tell them the contents of their

they did not it. And they
went from land to land until every
continent,
been visited by them.

arresced. Mobs continued to gather
‘ggether as they had done before the
Elde:s crossed the oce:nj and it was
not then the cry that ‘‘these Mor-
mons were introducing patriarchal
ma‘riage, which we think hurtful

ty bad culminated

was in 8 flame.

isgrace to talk to them: old and young believed
they received them ]ntati]dri?’uug their bearts, The hatred of mobhs
tha{r neighbors jooked upon them the burning of houses, the destruc

and of good governmgnt, of pure

wer | republicanism would be estanlished
of God. Regardless of al these|and the work of God with which we
went -~ persecuted. |81® connec ed become wunivarsal

cast | Brother Josepn had predicted this

lhe Elders, the Baints, the peopl«
it with al,

tion of property, the expulsion fr m
homes neve-r weakened their confl

‘Mormon’ in your house? Do you |d¢nce in the truth of these predie-

tions, and their eventual fulfilment.
[hat feeling bad been implant o

n | tnere by the Almighty; the =p i
primitive days of Gospel purity,from | °f God hat borne res imony fo it in

their heats, and they never doubtev
it. Haled by a towuship, the)
foresaw the time when they woulo

the | these that I

|

“We cannot endure this; it is a

to our ecivilizatiop;” that was not
to our city, our country,our

the charge. In the early days

a vile fellow as | charges urged against the Saints|i8 the resalt
positionson the pub- wh.:g they went out West to the|The

lic, We must put a stop to i8,” Nmits of the Republly were, that | bas been clearly foreteld.

be hated by a county; hiled iLya
county, they foresaw the time
when they would be hated Ly a
state; hated by a State, tney fore
saw the time when they would be
bated by men who constitut d a
party who, It might be said, were
the represcntatives of the nation;
bated by a nation, they foresaw the
time when they would be hated by
other pations, until, as I have said,
their loyalty to mtlt;?o::l vi;:ga, to
good governmen order and
everyth'ng that tl.l pure, holy and
Gcd-like, would be vindicated and
established in the eyes of all men—
by the nations at large, as
well as their  [fellow eitizens.

How unlikely a thing to have
been when there were but six per-
-on8 composing this church! Yet
the revelations given previous to
that organ zatlon the word of God
as it has come down {o us embalm-
ed in tnat s.cred boock which con
tains the revelations given through
the prophet J mg:h Smitn, foretells
in plainness ju-t such results as

ave alluded to. The
spirit of this work. its character, the

resulis which should follow it were
plainly magped out beforehand s
lhnu%h all the eveuts connecteu
with it had already taken place a d
were written by the pen of the his
torian in - tead of that of the prophet

felt.it would be woe unto them if | I'be hi-torlan can deliniate with no

grealer accur-cy (though he may
give more details) when he writes

alwost every land, has | the history of this people and the re-

sults of the labors of the elders of

While the missionaries were thus| this church, than it has been wrii-
engaged, the work at home did not | ten for half a century.
cease., FPersecution at home was not! The inhabitants of the earth, con-

trary to their wili, and deapite thelr
wishes, are contributing to establish
the proyhetic caling of Broiher
Jose Smlith, and to fulfil the

revelations of G.d given through
him. Hated as he has. Lee ;
desplsed 'as h:  has . b en;
the|derided a8 he ha: been, this
of their actions.

destiny ' of this people

Here are

look-d forward to the time when a

Sants had an abiding faith, | great work :hould be done ian the
b:ged upon the revelations ‘hat God | earth? They
had g‘“l.nﬁ thﬁuglil brothnr]d.lnen; h |upon it in ijn:u
have only to walt & whil it | Smith at the day would come | who pever laid ciaim to insp ration
w:jl dlugpur.” But it dldalzl':tn&l[g.t when ;ruuhnuld be a great jeople | have looked forward to 'h " -

predicted it, they'dwelt
pired straine,Po ts,too, -

» “golden

ve,” have dwelt with delightful
language and, it may be eaid, with
i #pired jen, upon t:at great time
thut should come iu the history of
Our race.

It 1= true as [ have sald, that from
the beginning calumny and =land r
of every conceivab'e kind have b en
eircn uted concerving this work.l is
<0 to-day. It gces the rounds of the
country, and 1s pelieved in by the
Jreat masses of the people. The
Latter-day Faints are look-d upon
by many a& guilty of every con-
+-ivable erime  Trelr true charac-
ters are so be ogged by misrepresen-
fation that strapge:s slmost eome
Into our borders as though they
~ere about to-uter ad n of thi ves
—that je, strangers who do not
k. ow better. Murder, outrave,
rob ery, peijury, villainy of every
2ind is aitributed (o this peope,
Why should such a world wide noto-
rety be «iven 10 & people who num-
Der 0 more than we? Why sh uld
suen len tha be gone to in falsify-
ing &n innocent people? It might
be thoughs that we, being =0 in-
<golficant numerically, might es-
ape notice; or at least such promin-
ent nolice; it might have been
thought in the beginning that
Brother Joseph Smitn and his com-
peers would have escaped notice. It
might be thought that when they
werefew in number« and their infla-
ence did not extend beyond a town-
ship t'at they mi ht have escaped
notice. Bul no, the wo:ld has seem-
ed determis ed in a way that to the
astural eye srems unac ountable,to

uplift this people to imjortance, to
give them a world wide regutatio:,

to advert'se them throug out the
eartli. And wh, I8 ‘his? The Lat-
ter-day 8 .ints ought to understsnd
it, and many of them do understand
" You kn 'w rhe powers that ste at
work—ihe same powers th t black-
ened the Son of God, that made
him appes~s 80 hideous th t men in
crucifying bim thougnt they were
dolng God servie- —and were per-
fectly willing to have all the conse-
quences fall upon them and their
children; the ssme influence that
caused an Isafah to be sawn asun.
der, that caused a Daniel to be
thrust into the lion’ den, and that
‘sused the d- ath of nearly all of the
prophets, and that produced the
martyrdom of eleven of the T'welve
Apostles, according to tradldon; it
Is that same inflience thsat pever
rested un il every inspired man
was destroyed from the fice of the
earth, tha La'atill busy. This Rat.
anic power has kept at work ing
the servants of the Almigh:;r?ini
cluding the holiest being that ever
trod the earth—the Son of God,

[s It not sstomishing that the
world cannot see these th nge’
Fhiok of ihe long Nst of o artyrs,
romiug down through the ages from

Abel; the best and  the holiest men
kl.llﬂi by their fellows;, not because




