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Written for this Paper.
PHILOSPHICAL PROGRESSION,

Human pature possesses Ita curious
pide as well an itaadmirable one, and a
momentary glance is not suffiient lo
divide the two, or to explain alwayas
the ascendengy of one over the other,
Things—good things may be done un-
der preseure, say of counce] or circum-
stances, the pressure being removed
there is reaction, and permanence in
the best direction is not secured, be-
cause the act was not voluntary, it did
not garry with it the heari.

From the time that the child is a8 it
werecompelled to go to sohool, ssoular
of Babbath, there comes a disporilion
to sneak, lo geta holiday stealthily or
on the most flimay excuse, Chiliren
compelled to go to meeting, threugh
the spirit ul reslstance aod independ-
euce, often become altngether indifter-
ent to a8 pragiice which containe
within itself eesentlal good. It was
imperative on us wben we were lads
that we should bring home the lext
and know the preacher. But when
other boys presented the temptation ot
green fields apd nooke of fern, or
the jo¥ous, rippling, dancing brook,
we sluply got the required informa-
tion any the sunny Babbath afternoon
was by steaith our veryown, Not that
we always felt well under practioal
anod punishable dirvbedlence, but this
was our passive of active rebellion
agalnat what we dreamt was tyrannical
interierence.

Oh, bow many men aAnd women,
partioularly the first are stiil but *‘chil-
dren of a larger growth!’? ‘To prohibit
a thing is to foasler hypoerisy, and at
times there i2 am ostentatious obedi-
enge which is suspiclous at the best,
and then en utier and inexcusable
neglegt. Was thereever a community
more urged than thias to learn the
alphabet of political egopnomy and
industrlal eaivation? To oreale, eslab-
lish aod sustain bome manufactures?
And it was Jone in llmes of ooter
pressure when notbing else could be
secured. Our cgrockery might have
lagked finleb; our brooms might gon-
taln meteriai eoough for two; [fur-
niture be lleanited in variety and
commobplace in style, spap made
at our own fireslue or by reml-
professionals might be caustic and fail
to foam; the apinning-wheel and loom
might, 1ike an jncipient fastory, turn
out 8 harsh flannel or a pivce of »tiff
sheep’s gray or jeapns for pants; our
home-made bats (sownbrero-like) might
hg ve carried in them materisl for hall
a dozep, the straw goods made by
many esrnest slaters might have been
coaree in plait; our leather might have
neen half-tripey and shoes heavy; all
these, wilh many otber thinge, like
nails, plstole, Enlves, tubs, rope,
blankets, woolen yaros might have
lagked fipish—hut the people were in
earnest mainly, improvemenl was the
motto, and such goods when made
compulsorily wer= ‘yet evidences of
eGlerprise; thes filled a wanl; they
gloritied our annual taire, sud at
the time pride in these producta was
hearly at least.

Bpite of all advice, when imparted
goods came, past achievements dwin-
dled, and today we have nol recovered
in ourselves or our posterity from thoee
early yaye of enforced restratnt. Then
wnen merchandlzing became fashlon-

able and profitable, when it was
maiply In atranger, hands and leadipg
men began Lo realize thal the people
were warmiog vipers ip thelr bosom,
the word went out, *'Sustain your
friende]”” Who does not remember the
sbhufMing. dodging sond soeaking ways
of mavy? For them to be so advlerea
wes (o command restetance and Lo
guarantee rebellion, Mvery excuse of
price, quality, variety, necesaity was
urged by thoss who were dlsgovered.
Excuses were thigk assoowflakes, and
Lthe outsider waxed 1at and flourisbed,
until b sheer seli-uefunse against out-
sjde and inside dealers, go-operative
mergnandlslng was really the neges-
nily and salvativn o! that duy.

This movement became almoet uni-
versal for the time. [teaved the peo-
ple millions of uollars, and as an aid
to0 bome manufacturea it took =& de.
cided siavd, Fuglories began tv grow
agaln and co-operation designedly
fuiled to import articlee which msan at
home were struggling to oreale, [m-
poriers Ingreassd who overlooked this
drift. Diegonlented, probably apt
men began in businese gimpetition,
and hundreds repudiated co-operatinn
and its stures mainly beoause of the
pressure of couneel in their favor,

If ever there wae a communlty who
were advised agsir v: the nond-ge of
debtitisthis. Early andlate the warning
voice was heard, Farmers were urged
to economy and combinstion Io the
putchase of maphinery. The masses
were begged tollve within their means,
But with & perversily strange but
patent, debt has increased io unremit-
ting ratlo with the force or pressure ex-
ercised in the other — the opposile
direction. Btores have been multiplied,
crfedils extended, obligations increaeed,
and perspnal expenditure has beosme
so laviah that demoralization ie almost
unlversal, aa if from sheer deviltry apd
1o ahow our independence—our ability
tu Tun our own aflaire—~we had run
gounter to those we susiain with up-
tifted haud in directions no more im-
poriant than this. For even in re-
ligious thinges as 1o secular, some
glalin therv ia A rebound from the al.
ways present and always timely couusel
of “Live your religion!*’ Thoee who aa-
sert this, polot to the growing disre-
gard for the Babbath, to abeence from
meetings, to general negleuvt of doty, Lo
the absorptio. im bueiness, to tbe
growth of epeculatioo, to fhe increase
of fashiun in social life, to the degline
in tithepaylog, and as they aesert, un-
mistakable loss of spirituality and rev-
erange lor authority, Now, persope of
a cellAin temperament may lament the
exbibition of mll these phases of di-
versity and aoparent instahility of
character. Reaglion, perversity or re-
sistance may be unexplaivable 1o
them, The philosopbers may ask,
however, whether thie is not s more
healthy and bopeful indication of pro-
gress than even unanimous action
which gomes 0! unJdue pressure of clr-
cumstances or authority. Burely that
obedjence which comes of 1ntelligence,
which epringe (rom personal ex-
perience, &and I8 the legitimate
outgrowth of apprehended bene-
Sts, savors of advancement, lells
thut the restralote of ghildhend are
being tuperseded by persopal aod
spontaneous leading in the way of
right, which is the highest and best
condition.
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Paul said: “When I was a child I
spake as a child, { thought as a obild,
Lunderstood ae a child: bot now that I
am a man (or approaching thereto) L
put away childish things.’” Bo that if
we DoWw BS a community have resoclved
fully oo encouraging and sustainiog
home industries, because of necessity,.
iotereet and unwavering assurance-
that this ia the beat for us and ours,
we have advanced a mighty step. Ana”
if thia is universal, our tactories, foun-
dries and all industrial crgapizailons:
will tee] tbe beneficent influence of
this conolusion. If waitiug for this we-
have concluded 1o the 1miterval to
stand by our friends, to prefer them,
to give tuem support and encourages
ment, there 18 moral growth and foree-
in this, and confitence will not only’
return, but anide with us and ingresse
lor ever and ever !

It after passing through the narrows
of finapoial embarragement, whether
conrequent on thoughtlessness or apecu-
latiop) it we have felt the abhorrent
ingubua of debt, or inahility to meet
our engagemente; 1f our personal ree
apevt or privaie frlendehip has been
touched or wounded; if from bitter ex-
perience old couneel has been accepted
as hetter than gold,—economy, cau
tion, resclve, may be to us finangial
salvation all our daye. If anxiety im
regard to worldly affairs has exerpised
undue infiuence upon ug, and religious:
duly has been eepondary; if the glow
of jts firesand the love ot its priagiples
have waned in our bearte, il neglegt-
has supervened upon our hitherto de-
votion; if in any or all of theee things:
we have thougnt that counsel Wwas
incompatible with our freedom and
an lofringement upon our manhood
independence, ubntil previden-

tisl eclrcumstapces apd refiection
bave coovinced u3 of error,—it fs=
but saying that we are wiser

today than yesterday, and good au-
thority hss awsserted that there is
“more joy over one slnner that repent-
et, than over nipety and nine that.
never weunl astray.”

Mormon human pature ls egzentially
progressive. Lta basic epirit seeks for-
this. But we¢ have peeded many =
rude awakening, many a severe hlow,
muany a hard lesswn, many a sad ex-
perlence. [ta bellevers have expected,
ciaimed, to be *tried In all Lhings,**
whieh Ingludes vastiy more than our
poor thoughts bave Indicated In
thi# column., Bul manbood 13 be=
comlog broader; truth fs becoming
sweeter, duty is Jesa irksome, and re—
sponeibtlity better understood; and all
lite, al! opcupatlon, all experience,
but rube of! the enfoldments of ghild-
hood, ignorsnge, Weaknees, tradition,.
und early educatlion; it but delivers us
from the feeling of restraint, of com-
puleion, nay of duty, for we emerge
jnto eternal right through the Jove
thereof, and allour inspiration s he-
gotie ) from abovel

I¥ THRE application of Jobn Jacob-
Astor, made one bundred and 1wo-
years ogo, for a grant of 1,200 acres of
land in the province of Quebec,had not.
been unfavorably acted upon, tbe
chapces are that ithe wealth and
preetige of that great fipanpial bhonser
would have been lost to New York. It
ie interesting 1o think of the difference
this might have mude in the Four
Hundred and ino other Goethamite
things. ’



