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hed s great deslre to )lve on the earth | listened for the firet time 1o my ife to]epirit world be will find the Bible im
until I could eee loepired men whe |8 Gospel sermon ss tsught by the|oot n nouvel, He will learn thad

conld tesoh me thosc priaciples that I
read of o the New Testament, 1
prayed a great Jeal in my boyhood
and my early maephood that I might
live op the earth o receive
those priociples that I there
read of io the New Testament. In
1838, tor the fret time in my lfe,
I eaw an Eilder Ip the Church of Jesus
Ohrist of Liatter-dey Buinta. That was
Zeora Puleipher. He told me that he
was inepired of the Lord, He wae
threehing grain in his barp when the
voice of the Lord oame to him sod
told hfm to ariee and go Lo the north,
the Lord bad business for him there.
He called upon Brother Cheney, hie
pelghborand a memberof the Church,
They treveled sixty mlles on foot, in

Elderns of this Church. It was what [
had sought for from my boyhoed op. |
{ invited the men bhome with me, [
borrowed the Book of Mormon, and
pat ap all that night upd read. 1o the
morniog [ told Brother Puleipher I
wanted to be baplized. I had =
testjmony for myself that those princl.
ples were tjue, Myeolf and my
brother, ne wap stated here yesterday,
wept forth and were haplized—the two
firset o that county., That was the
beginning of my conpection with the
Church of Jeaus Ohrist of Latter-day
Beainte.

Al this polnt I wilieay, npon the
sobject of religlon, what are Lhe
righte ot men uwpon religious sublects?
{f do pot know that I can do betler
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February, in deep snow, and tbe Aral
place they felt impressed to eali gpop
was the bouse of my brother und my.
egelf. They went Into the house ang
teited with wmy brother’s wife, anu
they told ber wha they were nod what
their bosiness wae. They tola her
that they were moved upon to gote
the nortb, and they cever felt Im-
pressed to stop anywhere ubtil they
came to that house. When they toid
ber thelr prinoiples, she sald ber bue.
band snd her brother-in-law hoth were
men who belleved those pringipiles,and
they hed prayed for them fur years,
They appointed s meetlng in the
schopolhoure upon our farm, I came
home in the evenlng, sud my rlater-
in-law toid me of this meeting. I bad
been drawing logs from the eshores of
Liake Ontarjo (I wus in the lumber
bueinese), and { turned ont my horees,
ald not stop to eat anything, and went
tothe meeting., I foupd the Bouzennd
the doorysrd fifled with pevple. 1

than to quote Brotber Joreph Bmith?s
remarke hefore thousands of people at
8 ocofefence in Nauvoo, when Lhere
wele many nop-Mormor 8 preseot. He
said, *If I were the emperor of the
world and I had power to control the
whole haman fsmily, [ would sustein
eyYery mosn, woman and child in the
enjoyment of their religion.”” Those
are my gentiments togay. I helleve
every man—Jew, Qalholic, Proteatant,
of rnything—has a right to enjoy hie
religion womolesteu. I telleve the
Couatliation of the United Htates and
the laws of the Unfited Btates guaran-
tee thle blesaing s od privilece to every-
vody, Ip fact, I believe Lhat even
Robert [ogersoll and bis tollowershave
8 right lo their opioloos apnd to enjoy
the same; they have a right to their
views wilh regard to God, to Obriet,t
the beaveps and earth, (o the
present and (bhe future. 81l I
will say, 1 belleve that when

there it never before. Hae will lesEfn
that the crucifixion of the Lord Jeeus
Christ and the sacrifice He made is
oot 8 burleeque, bul that that was done
for thw enl vation of the world. And
he will find that there will be a God
there, there will be a8 heaven there,
there wili be 8 bell there, there will
be everythiog there ol which the
Bible has spoken coocerning 1it.

Ino the epring atter I waa baptized,
I went L Kirtland. Toerse { met
with the Prophet Joseph Bmith snd
his brother Hyram. 1 met those men
that niterwards formed the quornrm of
the Twelve Aposties, I traveled with
Joee h Boith and, with that compeny
of men—205 of them—one thousasnd
mlles to the Missourl to aeslst onr
prethren in their difficulties, They
Iiad been driven from their homes
and their Iande, from Jsgksoo
county ioto QOlay ounty. We
iraveled r thousand miles togethel,
“There { had my first ¢X perlence of the:
deslings of God with the Prophet of
God. I understood perfectly wetl that
be was 8 prophel. [ resd the vjeion,
L read his revelstione, and I kpew
they couid not come (fom any man on

.the face of the ealflh only by tpe in-

spiration of Almighty God. From
Missourl I comxmenced my misclon
uoder Blshop Partridge. n other
worue, L will say that while tbere I
had 8 great desire 1o preagh the
@Goepel. I bad toat desire from my
boyhood up. I haa been a miller, snd
I bad walked my mill boure and woura
in the night, with my acul filled wlth
these desiree to preach the Gospel to
the children of men. At ipe time I
epeak of I wap a Teacher, spd bad Do
puwer and authority to go forth snd
preach, I wentone Bunday jnto Lhe
forest there In Clay couoty, I was
liviog with Lyman Wight, with half
a dozen of the slgners of the Book of
Mormvn—the Cowderye, the Whit-

mere, Judgge Higbee, oste, [ went
off by myself snd prayed to Lbe
Lord  that mlght have the

privilege of preaching the Quspel to
my fellowmee. Thatle allthe office
that I ever acthied of the liord or any-
body else, ae fur as thut 18 concerneds
Wuolle praying the Lord gave me*Hia
epirit upd sreWered me that my
prayers were heard and womnld be
answered upoh mwy bead,anyd that thaet
L bad srked for sbhould be given me.
walBed (w0 or three bunured yards cud
of the {orest Inwo Baa opep—a broad
highwas—in the midet of the (forest,
sod there I saw Judyge Higbee slnod-
ing in the niddle of the road with his
arme folded, I walked up to bim, sod
when I got to bl he esmye, “*Willord,
the Liord has revealed to me that 18 e
yonr duty to be ordalned to go s#nd
preach the QGoepel,” 1 eald, **Is that
ec??? He eula, “*Yes’? Wi, snyn
f, it the Lord wants me to presch
the Gospel [ om ready,to go and vo it to
the beat of my shility,” I did notl telf
bim tbst I bad becu praylong for it.
My miesion commenceu there aund
it never hes endeu o the preecot
bour. I bhave bDad o respobsibillly
resting upon me In connectien witn
mybreithren,

Now, betore I ocloee, I will agaln.
bear my lestimony thuat this WOrk ia
ot Gou, T'his taberpnz:¢le thst you are

Robert Ingersgll goes Inlo the

la todsy was seen by the Prophet



