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A traveler who crosses the jordan
at the ford due emteast of jericho and
follows the route along the wady
heshionheshbon will in about two hours
and a half commence the ascent of
el belka the mountains of moab
here is the road down which the
children of israel passed after their
conquest of gilead and bashan and
round here the tribes of reuben
gad and part of manasseh received
their inheritances

the first inhabitants of the fer-
tile highlands from the eastern shores
of the dead sea to the mountains
of gilead were peopled by a nation
in sacred writ called anim these
were expelled by the Moa bites and
the ammonitesAmmorites the latter of which
took possession of the northern parts
of the district leaving the southern
part known as the field of moab
to the Moabites

the land of moab must be
understood says hayne 11 to con-
sist of a parallelogram in rough
measurement some fifty miles from
north to south by thirty from east
to west bounded on the west by the
dead sea and the jordan on the
east by the pilgrim road from
damascus to mecca and extending
from the oasis of safieh on the
south to the gorge which runs
down from elealeh and heshbonheshion to
the jordan valley on the north and
including that portion of the plain
of which lies between the
watercourse and the dead sea now
known as the Seisaban jl

it is a remarkable fact that while
in the course of the past ages king-
doms have risen and fallen and their
remains been scattered like the frag-
ments of image
to the four winds the MoaMoabbitesitee
have kept their small strip of
country to themselves and still
live there much as in ages past
their origin their history as they
have often come in contact with
the people of god are interesting
items to a bible student particular-
ly as they too have yet a future
before them and will be called upon
to take part in the winding up
scenes of our age

ORIGIN OF THE
on the fearful day of judgment

upon the cities of the plains a
jjudgment that reduced a beautiful
but sin stained tract of land to a
bay of the dead sea and burledburied
thousands of guilty souls into the
dedepthspt hs of hades early before susun-
rise

a-
rise lot his wife and two daugh-
ters fled from sodom into the little
village zoar As soon as this place
of refuge had been reached the
first blood colored raysmys of the sun
spread their threatening glare over
the landscape everything was as
yet quiet in the doomed cities the
nightly revelers were still strug-
gling with their haunting dreams
while abused nature endeavored to
snatch from the morning hours a lit-
tle rest aandad to heal up wounds innu-
merable inflicted by shameless sin
the su n hadj risen bu sudden-

ly the whole atmosphere Is darkened
clouds charged from the electric
batteries of almighty god rush
hurriedly together from all quarters

of the heavens executors of divine
justice A terrible cannocannonadenadel
thunders roll cross
each other in all directions inces-
santly they strike the earth here
therelthere everywhere the soil sat-
urated with combustibles takes fire
in a moment the whole plain is
one burning lakejake sinful men and
women wake up one hour of terri-
ble agonies and they are nodo more

from this elevated refuge lot had
witnessed the commencement of this
fearful drama but although the
angel of the lord had assured him
that zoar should be spared yet bbe0
concluded to flee from zoar and find
a refuge in his judgment more
secure trembling from fear he
therefore left zoar and ascended the
mountain he knew of a cave the
interior of which he thought safer
than the places appointed by gods
promise

one false stepste was taken the
consequences followedfollowed on the way
the unfortunate man lost his wife
and in the place of refuge selected
by hisbis own wisdom where he seems
to have lived for some time with
his daughters he became the father
of two sons moab and ben ammi
the fathers of the two nationsnation laterslater
known as Moa bites and ammonites
see genesis 11181 38 this then

is the origin of the Moa bites
the relationship between the jews

and the Moa bites will be understood
when it is remembered that lot was
the son of abrahamsabraham brother

the name moab given to the son
by his mother the eldest daughter
of lot means promfrom father so80
that the very name tois and will ever
be a monument of the pit into which
a righteous man was precipitated
on account otof his mistrust in gods
promise

MOAB AGAINST ISRAEL

centuries rolled on promfrom indi-
viduals sprang up nations covering
the face of the earth like branches
of olive trees israel hadbad passed
through their long thralldom in
egypt and had been liberated
through gods own interference
in their behalf they had
wandered their weary way through
the wilderness and we now find
them camping in the field of moab
after their complete victory over the
mighty amoratesAmorites

the next neighbors to the moab
ites there were the Midia a
people descended from midianMldianaa son
of abraham and Keth urah itit was
among this people that moses had
sojournedsojourn8 ed while in exile and foundfound
his wife ziporah the daughter of
the Midian itic priest jethro

up till this timeti me the two nations
the Moabites and the ft so
closely related to israel hadbad made
no efforts to bar the way of the
chosen people but now on seeing
the Ismeli tish camp in their own
country and learning of the won-
derful victories obtained fear came
over moab and the king determined
to oppose the children this was
all the more unjust as god had ex-
pressly forbidden israel to make
war upon the descendants of lot
and esau beutdeut 11II 191 9 and israel
had consequently asked torfor the
elege of marching through this coun

try peFepeaceablyably paying for all they
needed even thethe water but the
offers of peace were not accepted
the king of the Moa bites at this
time was balak the son of

in the country was also althisat this
time a prophet the notorious
balaam this prophet seemed to
have possessed the confidence of his
countrymen in a high degree it
was generally held that whawhatevertover
he saidmid would surely come to pawpass
having established this reputation
hebe like his brethren iai modern
titimesmes was able to makemakelargelarge sums
of money butofout of hisbis prophecies

it is hardly necessary to remark
that this soothsayer or
magician was no true prophet of
god even if his predictionsr actions very
often came true hisis whole course
shows that he was not it is pro-
bable that he like socrates and
others hadbad a good genius who fol-
lowed him and whose voice he
erroneously held to be the voice of
jehovah but he was undoubtedly
also in rapport with bad spirits
whose assistance hebe obtained or
imagined himself to obtain through
the practice of various dark artsartl

now in his fear balak sent a
deputation consisting of
anand Midian itic princes to balsambalaam
requesting him to commandcome and curse
israel the particulars are well re-
membered balaam was too willing
to please balak as there was profit
in it but jehovah himself inter-
fered in behalf of thirthin people and
impressed the money making
prophet even through a miracle
with the fact that there was no ueetue
trying to curse when god com-
manded to bless if god this was
the object lesson could direct the
mouth of the animal into articulate
sounds how easy would it be for
the same god to prevent a man
from uttering curses where god
wanted him to utter blessings acc-
ordingly balaam blessed israel
and his prophecies on this occasion
maybemay be relied upon as inspired by
god himself

the question might be asked why
was it so important that god should
prevent balsambalaam from carsincursing
israel A stream of words would
apparently not have been able to do
the people any barm even if
those words were strung to-
gether into a curse whence the
necessity of performingreforming that
great miracle alichwhich has always
been the stumbling blockoffblock of timid
theologians and a subject of ridicule
to infidels well the necessity
arose in the purpose of god to spare
the Moabites from extinction had
balaam been allowed to curse
israel this would have so worked
upon the superstition and perperhapshapa
fanaticism of the Moa bites that
they would have thrown themselves
into a battle with the people of god
out of which only a few of them
would have come alive this god
would prevent the MoabMoabitesitee were
not like some of the surrounding
nations and the ripsripe
for extinction they had there-
fore by the unfathomable mereymercy of
god to be spared even at the costcoat of
Jehovahs personal interference and
a singular miracle

I1 but although god prevented


