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the following letter from president
george A smith will be read with in
terest

ANTWERP dec oth 1872
most of our party suffered discomfort

from sesbes sickness in crossing the ger-
man ocean I1 was bickblok about eight
hours I1 lay on a lounge about two
thirds asaa broad as I1 am I1 turned over
occasionally to leop my balance As
soonboon asaa our party were fairly settled at
the bath hotel at botterrotterdamdaml I1 started
with elder paul A BoSohettlerbettler to visit
his relatives at zeistzelet they belong to
a settlement of Moravians a sect of
christianachristians who came to holland
from germany in 1745 in order to ob-
tain religious liberty they purchased
sufficient land from the lord of
to build their houses and church and a
place for burying their dead

the fine brick meeting house erect
ed in 1745 is still sufficiently large
which indicates that their numbers are
not increasing

although they came from germany
they have lived in holland until they
are thoroughly dutch their housesbouses
and grounds are very neatnest and cleanblean
they have canals leading from the
main canal of the kingdom to all their
business houses this is the case
throughout holland canals answering
the place of roads in other countries i

brother lerslens relatives and
friends were very glad to see him and
treated him with marked kindness and
resrebrespectacl seamedseemed glad that I1 accompan-
ied him onoone of his uncles and one
cousin spoke a little English which was
very gratifying to them and especially
soBO tometo me one of hisbis aunts a very
intelligent lady who has bixsix children
and one grandchild seemed very
anxious to talk she took her carriage
and carriedcanted us beveralseveral miles to aeeieebeesee the
cathedral at utrecht her husband
showed mame through hishia extensive es-
tablishment for manufacturing porce-
lain stoves and ornaments of burnt
clay I1 regarded my going with bro
Bchettler as a fortunate
it gave me an opportunity of becoming
acquainted with some of the people of
holland at their own firesides I1 was
surprised at the number of beautiful
trees which are growing in rows by the
sidesbides of the canals and in small groves
most of them are very beautiful I1
recognized the basswoodbassbaiswood and the beech
although the bark looks greener than
in toe american woods

most all of the land appears to be but
a few inches above the sea and a good
many thousand acres are lower than the
sea and are only drained by pumps run
bbyy windwinwindmillsmillslisils which raiseraibe the water to
hhigher levels and iunlunrun it off to ththee fiebeasea8
itt Is then kept out by immense embank-
ments this would beenabeem rather preca-
rious living lower than the gergorgermanan
ocean when we consider that only a
rewfew ihuadred years ago half a million
peoplepie were drowned by the overflow
muchaih of the country then overflowed
has not yet been reclaimed

on the ath we visited the hague
the capital of holland examined IUits
museum and enjoyerenjoyed a drive to the
queens palace known as the house
iniiii the wood we then drove to the
seashoresesbes shorebhore and on our return stopped at
the bazaar in the evening silnil called
on the arnerAtneramerleanamericanicanlean minister Hon Charlescharies
T gotham who invited us to spend
the evening and take tea we accepted
the invitation and were introduced to

very pleasant and agree
able lady we next went to the cathe-
dral at haarlem an immense pile by
rayingbayingpaying thirteen floransflorins we were privi-
leged to hearbear the mammoth organ for
an hour it is truly a wonderful in

containing metal pipes
and it isin baidtaid 2000 more of wood we
saw embedded in the wallawallwalia a cannon
shotkhot fired by the spaniards in 1572 it
is lodged near the pulpit and was in
tended to kill the minister we passed
through leyden rendered famous in
history by the vigorous siegebiege by the
spaniards during the revolutionary
war of 1573 4 a contest between cathol-
icism and protestantism as well as be
tween dutch independence and spanish
tyranny at amsterdam we stopped
at the bible hotel and we visited a
inumuseumbeumseum famous for its old paintings
we alsoaiho visited the kings palace and
spent about two hours in the navy yard
examining the immense machine shops
and other places in which the building of
iron veasvessvesselselselb of war isin carried on we
bawsaw one nownew monitor afloat soBO arrang-
ed thatthit they could sink the upper deck
two feet underwater all but the turretwe also saw slabs of iron plating eight
inches through oneadne of which had seve-
ral hoiesholes ahotshot through the ball noiaoi

penetratingenetonetrating twelve inches of hardwoodhard wood
ishowingchowing that they cannot make plates
that cannon balls can not penetrate
went through the marine arsenal
which contains a great variety of arms
of various perporperiodslodi many of which are
now used in the dutch navy we drove
to the metryceco the monuments are
stoneatone slabs polished until they are as
smooth as glass they are laid flat on
the ground

elder van dyke of ogden city call-
ed to beesee us and eiderselders little dundunfordford
hettlerBc and myself went with him to
the home of brother dode groot and met
with a branch of the church all of usua
speaking to them in turn bro

interpreting bro van dyke has
baptized twenty seven since hebe camecamo
to holland he accompanied us to
rotterdam and stayed with us over
night we regard him as a faithful
missionary laboring under difficultiesdifficultiesles

todayto day we left the dominions of his
dutch majesty Willianiank ir and en-
tered those of leopold IIif king of the
Belbeibelgiansglahs we hadbad to stop and have
our trunks and satchels examined to
peoseo if we had anything on which we
should pay duty but ouon the whole we
regarded the officers of our newnow king as
rather courteous than otherwise in the
discharge of a not veryvary pleapieapleasantant duty
we are now at the hotel dode I1IlEaeuroperope
we have visited the great cathedral of
antwerp rremarkableetnarkabiekable for containing
several original paino by the im-
mortal artist rubens we saw a man
by the name of van den Wildenberch
who has spent thirty eight yyearbyearsearbcarb of hishla
life in making copies of rokrikRbbensena two
masterpiecesmaster pieces one of the crucifixion of
the savior the other taking him from
the cross van den Wilden berch sells
these at sogtoo f a piece rubens is almost
the idol of antwerp his statues and
pictures are everywhere to be seen we
went to the church of st
wewel saw hishib magnificent tomb above
which hangs one of hibbib own paintings

a portrait of himself hisbis two wives
one daughter one son and other mem-
bers family

our only annoyance lain regardregard to
health isid midecolds the climate 11 damp
naturally and the whole countrycountr Is but
a tevi inches out of watergeoraegeobie A SMITH

AMSTERDAM dec 5 0
1

editor deseret NWnews

we president smith and party bresire
now located at old bible hotelhotels in
the city of amsterdam wevve reached
rotterdam sunday idtlit cemberdecemberDa hav

the previous evening
tuesday we visited the hague wed-
nesday resumed our journey for this
place calcaicallinglingaa few hours at haarlem
and arrived hereinhere in the afternoon

I1 now make a few extracts from my
journal beginning at rotterdam ouroar
hotel is pleasantly located fronting a
beautiful quay extending one and a
half miles bordering an extensive harbar
bor bearing on its placid bosom ships
of largest tonnage from the four quar-
ters of the globe

the city of rotterdam Is situated on
the river maas itllisibisIs the second com-
mercial city in holland numbering one
hundred and twenty thousand inhabi-
tants jews catholics and protestants
it la intersected by numerous canals of
sufficient depth to accommodate large
hips which diacdischargehargehurge their valuable

burdens into the very heart of the city
producing stir and life truly moudmondwonderfulerful
which renders the same very pictur-
esque A city filled with canals floa-
ting ships dinall directions to strangers
presents a romantic appearance exci-
ting surprise and admiration these
canals are crossed by numerous draw-
bridges the city is Temarremarkablykably clean
and orderly considering its immense
commerce and business we visited the
church of st lawrence containing
several splendid marble monuments of
dutch heroes bearing old dutch in
inscriptions which I1 regret to say baffled
our best linguists it has a magnifi-
cent organ with three key boards sev
enty two stops four thousand and six
ty two pipes the largest being thirty
two feet long and seventeen inches in
diameter this organ isia supposed bbyy
some to equal if not surpass the famous
instrument at haarlem the tower of
this church is two hundred and eighty
eight feet in height its summit affords
a fine view of dutch scenery canals
bordered with trees country houses
straight avenues broad arable fields
green papastures and meadows forming a
plane with noBO perceptible inclination
also numerous windmills in motioningmot ionin
every direction

rotterdam has several public schools
we sawkaw eleven hundred children belong
inglog to onetonethemhenihenl of from four to eleven
years of akeagg we zeremarkedmarked that their

countenances failed to exhibit those
characteristics of health and longevity
observable in the children of our utah
schools

the hollanders possess indomitable
energy and perseverance by untiring
industry towns and cities have beenbeem
build upon trembling morasses lakes
and seas rolled from their beds giving
place to cultivated fleldsfields green pastures
and beautiful meadowmeadowsmeadowsdowa portions of
seas and lakes have been intersected
and surrounded by dykes or embank
ments the water pumped out by steam
engines and windmills this reclaim-
ed land is intersected by canals and
beatsbeets at suitable distances taking ad-
vantage of every perceivable inclina-
tion dead levels being the character-
istic of the country and yet the most
formidable enemy a dutchman has to
combat the main canals are contin-
ued through the country to some river
inlet or the ocean in every instance
the surface waters from fta lower plane are
conducted into canals runningon ahigaahagh
er elevation by windmills and steam
engines carrying an immense amount
of surplus water which is constantly
gathering especially in rainy seasons
out from thebethese reclaimed districts this
process imposes a heavy tax on the wis-
dom and patience of the irrepressible

him imperatively
into the practice of the mysteries of
hydraulics in utah we labor to se-
cure water for our lands here the re-
moval of itsit and the preservation otof life
audand property from its overflow is aanana-
tional work which involves an almost
infinitely greater amount of toll and ex-
pense the least neglect in their oper-
ations exposes the country to devasta-
tion in the province of dort in the
fifteenth century seventy villages were
overflowed and one hundred thousand
inhabitants destroyed

eromprom rotterdam we proceeded to the
hague containing one hundred thou-
sand inhabitants it is the most ele-
gant beautiful and fashionable town in
holland it possesses no internal re-
sources or advantages of commerce but
to the presence of the court numerous
nobles and diplomatists who make it
their residence it chiefly owes it aris-
tocratic

aria-
toto and prosperous appearance I1

many of its streets are broad and handband
some bordered with beautiful trees its
buildings lofty and substantial A
magnificent basin of water in the cen-
tral part of the town with an orna-
mental island and flocks of white
graceful swansewans is the most fashion-
able locality

the hague and its environs aresoabesoare so
flat that its waters in the canals are
destitute of fall this ddifficultyI1 ty however
Is overcome by arrangement
A steam engine on the ddenny pumps
fresh water into the canal by which an
imperceptible current is formed carry-
ing a flow towards rotterdam where
it is pumped into the river maae

the museum attracted our attention
it contains a fine collection of curiosi-
ties in the lower part of the building
and in the upper a picture gallery em-
bracing specimens by the most celebrat-
ed dutch painters I1I1 was soBO delighted
with the beauty and display
that I1 invested in an opera klassglass our
attention was attracted to a painting
by Bemremrembrandtbrandt representing a school
of anatomy possessing rare merit and
beauty of design and execution this
wonderful picture waswaa purchased for
about thirteen thousand dollars by
ninKingWilliamking williamwliilam the first it representspresentsre
prof surrounded by his anxious
pupils in the act of dissecting a corpse
the subject perhaps is not very agree-
able but all of the figures the express
ion afof their features the death appear-
ance of the corpse the whole was
brought out with such profound skill
as to invest the painting with an irre-
sistiblesistible charm

paul pottersPottenyaerys far famed bull re-
garded ab the gem of the whole collec-
tion also rivetted our attention the
french carried it as a trophy to paris
and placed it among their pictures in
the Louvre and considered it worthy to
rank as fourth in point of value the
datchdatcu government offered napoleon
twenty thousand dollars forfoi its restora-
tion we were conducted through va-
rious departments appropriated to ob-
jects of curiosity of various descrip-
tions J will merely notice a model
house constructed by order of peter thegreat withwilh the intention of taking it to
rubbiarussia to present to the empress a view
of the interior of a house in amster-
dam this model is reported to have
cost about twelve thousand dollars and
to have occupied twenty nivefive years in
its completion

we visited the queens palace called
the house in the wood veveryry ro-

manticallymantimantlcallycally situated 4ina an extensive
park we were gonponconductedducted through the

principal apartments the palace con-
tains some excellent paintings and
magnificent silkblik tapestrytapeetry of exquisite
needle work done by chinese and jap 11

anese representing birds of their coun-
try with their brilliant plumage ac
this tapestry we were informed by our
conductor was presented to the stadt
holder william the fifth by the em-
peror of japan i

after many expressions of admira I1

tion and by request having inscribed
our namesdames in the queens register weve
proceeded to scheveningen a fashion-
able resort upon the sea coast and en-
joyed a splendid drive passing through
groves of majestic orakorbork elm and lindeninden

while at the hague president smith
and party called on mr gorhamGorharnhann the
american minister who received us
very cordially and insisted on thetho whole
party joining him at tea and spending
the evening which invitation waswab ac
cepter by president smith in behalf of
the party our interview in the even f

ing with mr gorham and his wife a
very intelligent affable and accod

lady was agreeable and enter-
tainingta and will ever be associated
with the pleasant recollections of our
visit to the beautiful hague

lorenzo SNOWSHOW

elder THOMAS died in monailona
juab county on the esth day of december 18721

helle was bornbom lain ashton england
where he embraceembrembracd the ospelgospelg he emigrated
to utah in 1862ise he was a faithful saint and a
kindfatherkind father he leacea a widow and children

MMsmi star please copy acomcox
rnin the ath vardwara otof this curgdt jan ath of drop

ay ISABELLA wife of theodore curtiscurtla
on nov 29 of convulsions and childbirthchild birth

SARAH wife of henry clay otof oldham bab
manchester conferenceConferenee aged 33 yearsyesra and 9
intas maraar
at bedford nov rs13 of consumption

WILLIAM searsbears aedaged 18 years
starsoar
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