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correspondence
cienfuegos

june ath 1898
this city of the fiery name lies a

long way west from santiago but orton
the same side of the island like
cortez when he passed the way to th
conquest of mexico acoaccording to his
chronicler bernal diaz we sailed at
hazzard toward that part of the hori-
zon where the sun set at least it
seemed at hazzard when a few hours
after leaving santiago we rounded
cape de cruz and skirted the bank of
buena esperanza good hope and
found ourselves among the green cays
of doce leguasaleguas these are the inm
numerablenume ruble islets named by columbus
the queens gardens in the mazes

of which his caravanscara vals wandered aim-
lessly many days nowadays the reg-
ular steamers take their course tatfar
around them in deeper water out otof
sightnight of land and probably that is the
reason why modern visitors to cuba
seldom speak of this taoistlost beautiful and
interesting archipelago for ideal
journeying in the antilles at a favora-
ble season of the year and when time
is no object by all means take a
yacht or some local coaster and stick

loseclose to shore you will wind in and
out a thousand bights and cover otof
translucent blue whose silvery beaches
are fringed with cocoa palms and al
wayswaya inland is a glorious picture olof
cloud and mountain the tranquil wa-
ters you are threading shut off by green
islets from the uncertain carrideanCarri bean

hardly had the dark cobre range
stretching from santiago to cape cruz
faded from view before the trinidad
mountains sprang out of the mist to
meet us the latter are not so im-
posing or so rich as the cobre heights
with their pico Turtarquinoturquinoquino the highest
peak in cuba and their exhaustless de-
posit of copper and iron but are much
more beautiful being densely wooded
to the clouds that veil their summits

the only city we pass is also called
la trinidad in honor of the holy
trinity and is one of the oldest and
quaintestquain test on the island with a famous
and fertile valley of the same name be-
hind it then another long line of
mountains whose highest peak is
urtor andandl hen after a while break in the
coast line a light house and another
morro reveals the entrance to clentus
sosgoo harbor

it seems sla pity to take the romance
out of any story of the olden time
but sometimes the truthful chronicler
is compelled to do it as in the origin
of thefhe singular name of it is place UPV

have all heard how it was bestowedbeetowed on
account of a remark made by colum-
bus as he glided by in his ca
tradition says that when the discov-
erer crossed the wide bay to the east-
ward he suddenly saw before him at
nightfall the flashing of many fires in
the forest that lined the shoresabores and ex
claimedclaAmed to hisbis companions mira losloa
abir fuegos look A hundred
firesbros for the Indindianslans who had be-
come alarmed at the doings of the
white strangers at other points were
warning their fellows farther along the
coast in the direction the caravanscaravals were
taking by firing tall trees as danger
signals but I1 am sorry to say that
this was not the way of it nor waswaa thetry cognomen bestowed on account of
the heat as one might well suppose
who arrived here on a summers day
the original spanish town which was
founded soon after the conquest dis-
appeared two centuries ago the pres-
ent city was christened about 1818 in
bonor of don jose cienfuegosClenfuegos then
governor general ofat cuba whose ad-
ministration was signalizedsignalizes by such

important events as the cession of
florida to the united the con-
cession to the colony of unrestricted
trade and a mighty agitation for the
suppression of slavery cienfuegos waswaa
created by the sugar trade and has ever
since been devoted to its commerce
many of the finest plantations of the
county are connected with it either by
railway or water it being the terminus
of the american line of steamers and
of the western railway system of cuba
there are three routes from cienfuegos
to havana and in whichever the trav-
eler decides to take he will wish he had
taken another one is a zigzagzig zag jour-
ney by rail involving an all days
ride beginning and ending in darkness
five changes of cars and no end of dis-
comfort I1 never saw more uncomforta-
ble railway traveling than in the in-
terior of cuba neither water nor food
are to be had on the way at every
station one may readily find harsh red
wines and the rum of the country but
no good water to drink and it is neces-
sary to take along enough fluid of some
sort to last till your destination is
reached the second way is by steamer
to batobatoBato bano requiring a night and a
morning on the sea and a two hours
ride by rail across the island and the
third is an all the wayay around ocean
trip

wherever you go in cuba the fa-
miliar sentence will recur to mind we
came into a land wherein it seemed al-
ways afternoon but cienfuegosClen fuegos
comes nearest to being wideawakewide awake
than any place in the country bright
clean progressive it has been not in-
appropriately dubbed the yankee town
of cuba instead of the narrow
crooked lanes rambling up hill and
down which distinguished its older
neighbor santiago its straight well
paved streets are laid out on a dead
level and were long ago lighted with
gas while those of havana were yet
depending on oil lamps the fact is
it is too Yankee fiedfled and devoid of

to be att to the
average curiosity hunting american
traveler its commonplace two story
houses might belong to any northern
town and are all so nearly alike that a
man coming home late at night must
needs be comparatively sober not to
mistake his neighbors casa torfor his own
the present population Is officially
reckoned at and there are or
were before the war a number of
english and american merchants and
planters engaged in the sugar and to
baco trade it has a fine harbor and
Is one of the few tropical ports where
steamers come up to the wharf as they
do in new york permitting passen-
gers to land without the aid of small
boats

the instant our gangplankgang plank was
thrown out we were surrounded by a
crowd of hollow eyed spectators who
seemed to spring up from the earththey were all products of this long
and terrible war mostly homeless re

rados who had been lying
about the wharf torfor of a better
place to stay they would have
swarmed upon the boat in their desper-
ation of hunger had not spanish sol-
diers driven them off at the point of
the bayonet and the skeletonekeleton hands

i outstretched andnd pitiful appeals for
alms made ua regret that we had ever
seenbeen the unhappy island being the
commercial center of thirty or forty of
the largest sugar estates on the island
as well as many extensive tobacco
plantations cienfuegos enjoys a large
export trade in time of peace there
are three tolerable hotellahotelsa government

palace an opera house market place
military and public hospitals and a
fine alameda or grove of elma
driveway and promenade the few
which serve as a fashionable
noteworthy public buildings are mostly
grouped around the central plaza the
latter is a large handsome square welllighted by electricity and enormousemormoTia
ornamental gas lamps its broadpavement of marble tiles bordered by
palm trees and beds of flowers isguarded by two uanlion surmounted pil-
lars while pedestals here and there
support whitewashedwhite washed statues on
one side of it stands the cathedral toonownew to be very interesting with anesplanade in front and two towers one
much smaller than the either filled
with little bells perpetually jangled
out a tune on another side of theplaza is the government housebouse fadedwith impressive colonnadescolo nades and flankedby a long line of barracks on the op-
posite side is an open air theater apopular catecafe acdanand an extraordinary club
house built and owned by chinesese itspresident is a chinaman who was edu-
cated altaft harvard and speaks a gooddeal better english than some nativeAmeriamericanscams I1 have known the plaice
is well worth visiting being fully up tothe bestbeat of its kind in the chinesequarter of san francisco A broad
hallway paved with marble tiles leadsto an extensive sala also marblepaved which opens into a quadrangu-
lar courtyard in which palm and flow-
ering shrubs grow around a centralfountain in a big recieption room onomthe second floor above a shelf wherejos sits surrounded by other godshangs a framed parchment upon whichare recorded the names of the

who compose the member-ship of the club
to get a general idea ofat the town N

you should climb to the top ofat reser l
voir hill the only commanding pointin the vicinity from which the citystretches west a couple of miles whileare the plantations withtheir neat villas and sugar mills andscattered groups of palms the parti
colored casas lingk blue purple andgreen often all the colors of the rain-bow combined on the wall are built inthe usual cuban style interiorly wlwiththan open courtyard in the center wellfilled with flowering plplananlisto A few ogatthe more ambitious display lavishadornment of raniron work carvings or

1

stucco balustrades and marble floors
it happened that we arrived on asunday the gala day of the week inall spanish america and although sosoa

much suffering and hunger were every i
where apparent cienfuegos was notwithout its show of galetygaiety mostly keptkentup by the spanish residents who atstillat 1
maintain a brave front of ignaignoringr I1 g thethegravity of the war situationsituaaion in thethese jparts the clergy are so accommodationaccommodating
as to have the last service in the churechurche
over by nine or ten in thothemorning this leaves nearly a full day I1
torfor cockfightingcock fighting bull bating horseylore

dj
racing gambling and the other fitavoravor
ite of spanish americin the eveninge ening a military band renderendlendertsndeerts
excellent music in the plaza and all ahnthai
local world turns outtoout to enjoy itt
broad marble walk upon whichh thesenoritassenoritas in their best clothes paradepara
to and fro was lined on one side wt
indulgent chaperones and duenas sitaitting upon stone benches and conconvent 1

I1 antly keeping but half an eye
i their flirtatiously inclined chargesarges
1 on the other side by a solidit ph
several rows admiadmiringI1 malealeI1 otton
lookers while the farther edges wenwdarkly fringedtinged by hopeless and hthungry
poverty during all the week
senoritassenoritas are never allowed to go of
alone but are kept under rigid ratralnt constantly watched and abwaiwas
accompanied by their elders or
servants in their walks church
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