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LABORING IN GERMANY

AsAs letters iromfrom this part do not appear
often in the I1 thought a lewfew lines
irom old nuremberg would not be
amiss I1 left my home in st george
june lath 1896 and salt lake 4 ityily the

th otof the same month my call being
io10 labor a mouthmonth or two in chicago and
theuthen to go on to this mission I1 labored
boutabout two months there and on august

ixta inia company wwithith eleven other young
men on the same errand as myself con-

ii acue d our journey to the other sidsidee otof
the world september I1 arrivedsamysafely in bern switzerland and was as
signed to labor in this branch

arrivingag hhereere september fth I1 foundifould
john and isaac R barton

at41 the station to welcome m- ea few
days later elder left for switzer
tend and elder beltonbartonbel ton who bad been
bere but a short time and spoke very
littlelitt germanleGerman and 1I who spoke still less
were left alone not alone either for we
leftfelt we had one frandarif nd at least who
would remain with us if we wouldmould but
vakask him in faith our condition was
oneemethalthat indeed taught us humility

with the help of the lord I1 have
evirovercomecome the first difficulties olof the
languageUnguage but one who has not been
0through the mill 11 can hardly realize
what it is to be leftamong strangers withith
a strange tongue and the interests of
a41 to look after but it was per-
haps the best thing lorfor us as we had to
iwanjero and that very quickly to fpeak
tob ourselves and bidbad no one to depend
0040 butbat the lord who I1 can testify is aA
soksafe dependence

this is amog the very few cities ofawthe elders have not full
shortyliberty to iroproclaimclaim the glad tidings
notwithstanding the fact that there arare
hundreds of clubs and societies gereinve rein
and a greatreat many religious sects here
ucbanica freedom to meet as
oftenaften as they wish still a handful olof
latteauLatlatterteayday saints are denied this
todgewd io so our meetings have to be held
iiaaa secret in the homes of the saints
through the blessings of the lord we
kavehave been able to meet together nearly
iszeryt sabbath without disturbance1abe saints bring their friends and
acquaintances with themhem so itif oneconewayay

cavotis not orienopen for us to reach the honest
sootherpother is and so the little stone

though somewhat slower here on
account of our limited freedom

the easter holidays are just overtafasterste4Makeke the christmas honholidaysdays isis a
afe of great rerejoicingVoicing in the father
jaadd especially foror the young schools

rea been closed for sometime and

japd friday Charfreita and also
steraster monday are general holidays
01 frfridayiday is celebrated in memory

babei the bburialu rial oiof christ and on this day
auD christendom isis supposed to at
aasinaun from the eating of meats fish

ughk may be eaten freely and our
goodid house frau brought us boiled cod
fish fotfor dinner instead of our usual ra-
tions0 of meat

the past week has been a busy one
lorhe ministers Serservicets nearly every

alky and variousvai ious ceremonies such as
aira aon af children confession 0of

lasetehaslas etawetc have bakon place
tt theIchchurchesWeba andad among the people

during thtb easter holidays there Isig a

series of old habits and customs originorigins
abing for the greater part in heatheathenheri
times for instance the relating from
the pulpit of an easter story or fable
and the easter laughter which follows
these jokes for weeks past there
could be seen on every hand beautifully
colored easter eggs chocolate easter
hares etc which together with the un
leavened bread were among the eatables
of the old spring feasts and are now
symbols of the death and resurgeresurrectionaction
of our savior the holy easter dalre at
one time dedicated to venus and which
is baked and eaten in the form of cakes
is a symbol that is not entirely under
stood but is partly no doubt in memory
of the passover Oster lamm a rabbit
looking somewhat like a lamb

another superstition seemingly hand-
ed down from paganism is the drawing
of the easter water at sunrise from a
spring flowing toward the east and this
without speaking a word this water
the young people pour over themselves
believing by so doing they will be kept
healthy hholy0 ly and beautiful the whole
year this mixture of heathenism and
christianity is particularly noticeablenoticable
among the catholics and in the country
districts especially one finds the people
thus priest ridden

it is interesting for the young latter
day saints to notenoie these various super-
stitiousious beliefs and compare them with
the true doctrinesdoctrints of christ the youth
of israel truly should be thankful that
they are not brought up under such sup-
erstition

we are very glad to welcome spring
and warm weather as we will soon be
able to go into ithehe forest and hold our
meetings where we can raise our voices
in singing praises to our maker which
we seldom dare do in the city

elder john Heiner from morgan utah
is inmy cocc laborer at present rehe hasha
beencherehere about two monias and is hav-
ing

bav-
ing his struggle with the language we
are both well and baphapyha py in our labors
ard send greeting to all our friends
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I1 have been reading an address or
rather a prophecy by president wood-
ruff which was spoken some two years
ago inin which hebe says the angelsangels spoken
otof in revelation have left tthee courts of
heaven to pour out the vials of gods
wrath upon the earth then he gives a
description olof the calamities that would
come upon the earth still more elder
A Y duke one of the first elders to
come to this cuucountry has told me many
times that we would witness terrible
times he said strange diseases would
come among the people diseases that
would bafflecalffe the skill of the bestbeat
physicians and people would die by the
score he also said that people would
turn against eachaach other and there would
be strife and confusion on every side
all of this is being fulfilledhilfilled tofo the varyvery
letter the true gospel has
preached with force in thisthe colcotr at
deoppeopleI1 e refuse to obey it and roubKIM

11

U
begun there is a stran incase
brokendokea iobe in thisehte itry which

fatal aftanas can be or at least has proved so-
i he doctors cannot do anything with it
it began just before christmas and is
spreading among the people fearfully
some olof the doctors call it typhoid fever
in a malignant form while others aamir
that they dont know what it is there
have been nine deaths in one family
and twice there were two corpses in the
same housebouse at a time that family is
now all dead but three I1 believe the
disease started in that family and has
spread to others and the end may not
be yet this is not all people gener-
ally speaking are at war with each
other having law suits quarreling fight
ing swearswearinging balsley against each other
speaking evil of each other getting
drunk even people who have been
claiming to be christians are getting
drunk and cursing and fighting etc
they remind me ofof the little boys re-
ply to the preacher when asked if his
father was religious yes said hebe
but he aint working at it now so itif
people who do these things ever were
religious they are not working at it now
such I1 am sorry to say is the true state
of affairs here now

I1 believe I1 wrote to the NEWS some
time ago about a young divine here
taking a set against the mormonscormonsMor mons he
undertook to overthrow mormon teach
ings by the bible taking for his
subject the holy ghost is office and
bow it braswas conferredconiconf ered anciently but he
completely failed to tell us how people
receive the holy ghost now ofOt course
he could not tell without teaching the
laying on of hands and that would be
mormonismMotM ofmonism he next took the subject
should the church be run on the same

principle now as it was anciently if
not why not of courescoureshehe titriedaed to
explain away apostles and prophets and
denied the plain teachings of the bible
and before hebe got through fell to abus-
ing the cormonsmormonsMor mons after he got throughgIX
with his series of discourses I1 appoint
ed a meeting and answered his arargu-
ments showed from the bible bow tethe
holy ghost was confereeconf ered now namely
by the layingkayinI1 on of hands bybv one having
authority I1 also showed what the holy
ghost was given lorfor and spoke upon
chuich organization proving that
apostles and prophets were placed in
thehe church for the guidance and direc-

tion of the same as paul says so the
young divine after his failure concluded
to try another way he announced that
on the 3rdard sunday in december last hebe
would deliver a lecture on mormonism
he would show up the past history of the
church and that mormonismmoiMot monism was

to the core and was of the devil in
a few days he was taken sick and when
the appointed time lorfor the lecture came
he was not able to come but was better
so on saturday before he was to lecture
on sunday be wrote a note to the elder
of the church stating that he
could not fill his appointment but on
the first sunday in january would be
there and denounce mormonism that
night he was taken worse and lay at the
point of death for six or eight weeks
and is still sick the third sunday of
december is gone also the first sunday
of january and it is now april and he
has not lectured yet

the latter day saints here are still on
u- aL a414 1 are trying to live humble

sincere christian fives aream earnestly con
tentendingbirg for the laithfaith once delivered to
thilthe saints but there are muetoy
obobstacles thrown mccross the pathway tb


