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Written for this Paper
A CHILD FATALLY BURNED.

A ead fatality occurred at the resi-
dence of Elder H. M. Hodges here,
last evening about 7:30. Mrs. Louisa
Hodges had gone down town from the
mill gite in the canyon, to transact
some business with her sister, Mrs.
Lamborp, and left the house in eharge
of ber daughter, Mary. Just before
the saccident, the little two-year-old
girl, Hortense, (now dead) went to ber
mother’s bed, while the young lady
retired to her own room and both went
to sleep, The deceased, being the
baby of the family, and of couree the
petl, had contracted the habit, natural
ic suech cases, of gelting up and going

to the kitchen, and haviug iher
mother go and lie down with
her till she would slesp agaio.

It is fair to presume that, lsst night,
she got up for this same purpese, and
weut out in the Kkitchen, all others
being aslesp. There was alamp left
on thelable, so that Josepn Hodges,
who was Lo run a night shift at the
adjoining flouring mill, coula go and
get his supper, ete.

Perhaps never till the day of judg-
ment will it be ascertained just what
the child did, but so tar as I would
Jjudge, it must bave been about as fol-
lows:

Tnere was one of these safety burners
on the lamp; in the burper there is a
leaden tube through which oil could
be poured, instead of having to take oft
the burner to fill the lamp as with
common burners. I apprenend that
the dear 1ittle girl must
bave turped over the lamp in her
hands, The oil, escaping through the
tube, ignited, and then the liitle un-
fortunate let the lamp fall to the floor.,
Willie Webb,asixteen-year-old nephew
of Brother Hodges, relatea that Lhe
first he heard was the falling of tne
law p—thie aroused him from his slum-
ber in another part of the house—and
he aroused Mary, Mary grasped her
sister and took her aeross the road to
her brother Willlams® residence., Wil-
liam was also asleep, and as soop as he
could awake he brought the little child
into the house, very badly burned all
in front of the body and face and fore-
head. It was a sad gight to behold and
heartrending to hear her crles,

Immediately all that could be done
for her was done, and she appeared to
be out of pain, but this was but the
forernnner of her deatb, which trans-
pired at about six o’clock this morn-
ing.

Mary Hodges’s hande were hurned
very badly and she suflers exeruciat-
iog agony. Dr. Hoover has been
summoned from Montpeller to attend
to her case. Sister Hodges was brought
from town immedlately after the acci-
dent, and Brother Hodges was sum-
moned from his ranch at Gar-
den City and arrived just in
time to gee the last qguiver
of the lips of his beloved child.

I happened to be at the house where
the child was brought und the calamity
well nigh unnperves me., Butin con-
sidering all the circumstances it is a
marvel to me that the house was not
burned dewn and the young lady
and the child had not all been burned
Lo a crisp. Brother and Sister Hocges
bhave the sympathy of the whole com-

munity in this bour of sad bereaves
ment and trial.

Only perhaps half an hour before the
occurrencs the child was dancing and
singing and enjoying her lite as none
but children can, and within ten short
hours her body became a corpse, How
uncertain is mortal life and who of us
are prepared for immortality, Perhaps
very few on the earth except these in-
nocent infants,

Respectfully yours,
JosEPH IRWIN,
LARE Town, Oct. 18th, 1894,

THE INDEPENDENT VOTER AS A
. POLITICAL FACTOR.

1 he independent voters, as I propose
to consider them, bave shown them-
selves able on several occasions to over-
rule and control the resulls of political
combinations, and in a manner en-
tirely unexpected apd unforeseen by
the political leaders of either party,
who have had to abide by their deci-
sion when the circumestances were
such that the leaders did mnot dare to
override the will of the people as ex-
pressed at the polls,

As a clags they do not identify them-
selves with any political party as
such, but consider themeelves Iree to
vole for such men and such measures
as may lu their judgment be the best
for the good of the whole., They are
often men of business or craltsmen
who wish to attend to their own
aftairs, and who, while they do not
mix up with and talg politicse on
the  streets, are intensely in-
terested in the problems of gov-
ernment and in havieg honest and
capable men in office, which is not the
case with the usual politician who pre-
fers men whom bhe can use for the
promotion of his individual schemes,
either politecal or otherwise, In fact
it is well kncwn (o them, that when a
man makes the loudest professions of
inten e patriotism aud a desire to serve
bis country, especially wheu his en-
thusiasm causes him to abuse every
one who does nol agree with him, he
will require the most watocbing, as he
is more than likely to be studyiog his
own personal interests in preference
to the public welfare.

They are not indifferent but simply
despise the men and the methods
which lead and prevail in the usual
political management. They some-
times attend but do not frequent politi-
cal meetings, as I once heard an en-
gineer remark that he did not propose

to furnish  packing for  other
folks” pumps, or make up a
tail for another pariy’s  kite.

They do not enthuse withthe rabble
who form the bulk of ths toreklight
and other processions, and pack the
primary meetings and conventions;
but when a political party think that
they are so solidly in power
they try to ride the country, the sub-
jects of our article vote very uuitedly
(0 Kick them out, 88 was exeroplified a
few years ago when a party tried to
saddle the force bill on the nation with
the evident intention of perpetuating
themselves in power,

The present praciice of noisy pri-
maries and conventions appears to be
a greal waste of energy, judging by
the results, A few weeks since about
800 men from each party met, one in
Provo and the other in Salt Lake City,

at a great expense for transportation
and “other  pecessariee, with the
result of nominating about six
men each, a striking example of
the mountain bringing forth a
mouse, while to the ordiuary observer
it would appear to be of little moment
which may be the victor in the con-
test. In such conventlons it is often
apparent thut a few persons arrogate to
themselves the right to lead, without
any apparent qualification for so doing
except nubuvunded assurance and pre=-
sumption, and such leaders are not ag-
cepted by ovur iodependent voters.
They are no! generally in favor of or
opposed to bounties being given, but
reserve to themeselves the right to vote
in each particular instance on what
they co.sider the merits of the case,
and when buunties are giveo, they be-
lieve in the policy of Russia, which
while givieg a premium on home
built ships, demands that the means so
given enall be expended at home and
that the means shall not ve sent abroad
unless it is certain that the articles can-
not be procured at home,

It 1s mnot apparent from past
conditions that either o!f the two great
parties is urqualifiedly in favor of
woman saflrage, but both are anxious
to take the credit of joining in a move-
ment which some of them see 18 bound
to succeed, although the vpposition are
worthy of admiratior on the same
principle as a certain old lady admired
Batan, because of his perseverance in
& hopeless cause, where he did not
have the satiafaction even of beiug in
the right.

There s one thing which may safely
be predloted in the eventof woman
suffrage becoming an accomplished
fact, as it has already been proved in
other placeg, viz., that the saloon and
gambling elernent will be kept in the
background and will not be permitted
to run the government,as they now do
to a great extent in some cities, It
will also be found that men who are
not above reproach will be left out
irrespective of their party affiliations,
and especially so wnen their offenses
have been to the injury of the other
sex, In Colorado the gang and
machine politicians have already
shown themselves opposed to the wo-
men’s recently acquired right being
(reely exercised, as they realize that
they and their methods are doomed to
be relegated to that oblivion from
which, for the credit of the state, it
would have been beiter if they had
never been allowed to emerge,

In writing the above [ do not en-
dorse or disparage the volters referred
to,but call attention to an element that
is seldom reckoned upon. It must be
apparent to any one who has studied
the results of the presidential election
in 1884, and since, that it is not the
Roepublicans or the Democrats who
carry the election,but a minority hold-
ing the balance of power and who vote
with either party as they think best at
the time of action.

War. J. BILVER.

While en route to Portland, Or., on
the Bouthern Pacific train on Wednes-
day night, the six-year-old daughter of
Rev. J. Q. A. Henry, of Ban Francis-
co, fell outof the car window while
the train was running twenty-five
miles an hour. The train was stopped
and the chlld was pleked up unhurt,



