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A number of salt lake people besides
those officially concerned in the con
gressjoress are anxiously looking forward to
the result of the convention and hope

1 to see our representatives score a dis
and impressive success

among a number of people staying
at what were the first headquarters of
the commission on michigan avenue

f are H B clawson and wife and miss
ruby clawson of salt lake and ben E
rici of ogden at the hyde park
hotel near the fair grounds are mrs
william jennings miss fenton mrs

p clark and mrs julia taylor all of salt
L lake and a largefarge number of utah

peopleeople are scattered in various other
hotelshotels in chicago we are all brothers
and sisters here and a rendezvous at the

I1 utah building is always attended by an
liA expresSexpression10n ofof supreme heartiness and

good fellowship thus the great fair
fulfillfulfilfulfillsis a nearer mission than that of

C drawing r us into closer affiliation with
the outside PERDITA

I1

DEAD IN A FOREIGN LAND
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CITY OF MEMFMEXICOaicoxico may 21 memorial
or decoration day which derives its
name from the beautiful custom uni-
versallyvernallyver sallylv observed throughout both the
northernnortheim and southern sections of the
united states of placing flowers upon
the graves of all who fell on either side
in our late civil war is generally regar-
ded by those to the manner born as a
purely american custom known and
observed only in our beloved country
this is an error the mexicans keep
an annual decoration day which is even
moreinore elaborate and extended in its
cecelebration than ours upon the annuannualal
recurrence of that day ththee graves of the
americanknierican soldiers who fell in this lovely
valley during our war with mexico in
1847 are always most generously inclu-
ded in the decoration as we shall see
lator no nation follows more faithfully
mexico the christian precept enjoiningenjoenjoininginin I1us to forgive and love our enemiese I1

have ssaidai that the mexican decoration
dav is tomoreore elaborate and extended in its
celebration than ours for the reason
that the mexicans not only adorn with
floral tributes the graves of their fallen
soldiers but also deposit them upon the

resting ones
irrespective of sexsexy apage or occupation
bemusebecause instead 0of being limited to one
day like our observance that of the
mexicans is prolonged forforaa periodod of
three nights and two days thealpenhei diffe-
rence in the climate and the time of
year at which flowers are most abundant
also cause medicoscos decoration day to
be kept at a different season from ours

the observance practically begins on
the night of october 31 at about 7 p in
and about that hour on the last day otof
last october I1 found myself mingled
with a crowdacroyd of people who were pour-
inging along the calle de san francisco
intoto the plaza mayor within whose
elegant a government milli tary
band was sending forth strains of delic-
ious music both the plaza mayor and
the plaza de la constitution presented
a most brilliant sight they had been
converted into a temporary fair ground
crowded with innumerable booths which

offer for sale the strangest commodities
that ever merchant dealt in everything
sold isie emblematic of death and ddecayI1ca
there are immense piles of cacandynt
skulls in some otof which have been
placed miniature wax candlescandies whose
light shining through the toothless jaws
and eyeless sockets of crystallized sugar
produces a roostmost ghastly effect there
are skeletons of every imaginable size
and material upon the counter of every
booth some of them poor cheap affairs
of paper many of candy and others
elaborately constructed of wood and
jointed so that the pulling of a string
causes them to dance and caper in a
weirdly comical way some of them
were fantastically dressed like ballet
dancers and were surrounded by groups
of candy tombs and sepulchreschres students
of old english customs have heard of

soul cakes a sort of bun which good
natured people used to prepare inin large
quantities to give to children who went
about from house to house at this time
of year singing a song and demanding a
soul cake as a reward but the booths
in the plaza mayor on that eve of the
decoration day celebration offered for
sale soul cakes which foror appropriate-
ness and elaborate design threw those
of old england completely into the
shade they consisted of three layers
otof cake so placed as to form three steps
covered with white icing and leading

to a chocolate cross at the
0of the topmost layer or step upon
each of the other layers there was some
design in chocolate intended to remind
the purchaser of the solemn occasion
which the cake was meant to commemor-
ate such as skulls bones and coffins

catafalques made of wood and paint
ed black from six inches to two and a
half feet in height and from three inches
to two feet square were also a highly
popular article of merchandise some
of them consisted of several platforms
rising one above the other elaborately
draped with black cloth and emblazonedblazonedem
in gilt with crosses skulls and coffins

besides the booths there are numer-
ous open air kitchens whence the
tempting display of edibles is constantly
being replenished and where stout

women their wela rounded
neck and arms displayed to the best
advantage by the low necked short
sleeved chemise which is their only
garment above the waist are busily
engaged in compounding trying oiling
and baking those fearfully and wonder-
fully made dishes in which the mexican
palate delights

but most of all sights are
the people themselves though the
occasion isis intended to be a solemn one
and one would think the display of such
wares as I1 have described above calcul-
ated to strongly emphasize its solemnity
yet the shouts and vociferations of the
lightheartedlight hearted crowd and their
soundingsboundings and gambols in the shadow
of the grand old cathedral which for
over years has stood at the head of
the plaza were such as might at first
have led one to think that the inmates
of that philanthropic establishment the
casa de locos lunatic asylumAsyl nm had
forced bolts and bars and exchanged
their straight waistcoats for others of a
more elastic and becoming model while
above all arose from the strains
of such music as we seldom or never
hear in the states for the plaplayingY n 0of a
mexican government militamilitaryry banbandgd isis a
revelation of the possibilities of such
an organization

all that night and during the succeed-
ing day and night the preparatory festiv-
ities if I1 may so designate them of
the annual decoration day are steadily
continued with the dawn of decora-
tion day proper which was november
2 came crowds of people with
flowers and from the first streak of day-
light until dusk the cemeteries of san
fernando and dolores and the french
english and american buburyingcrying aroungroundsds
are crowded with those who come to
visit and decorate the graves of their
dead many of those earth mounds
have been wholly concealed by flowers
and the entire enclosures of the aeme
teries have presented the appearance of
one vast flower bed whose delicious per-
fumes have completely filled the air
flowers are so marvelously cheap here
that it costs but a trifle to place them
upon many graves in the flower market
that decoration day morning I1 was
offered rosebud bouquets which in the
states at that time otof year would have
been worth about thirty dollars for

quatro reales fifty cents and the
vendor when I1 showed no disposition
to buicpurchasehase dropped to dos reales
twenty five cents finding that even

this liberal reduction failed to attract
attention he desired me to name my
own price elaborate floral designs
such as would cost several dollars at
home may be purchased here for a few
cents

one of a colossal nean maae
of the finest white tosesroses
would have cost in the states at least
twenty dollars was offered me first for

sairisair reals seventy five cents and
finally at my own price mexican resi
dents tell me that flowers were formerly
much cheaper than at present the loud
expressions of surprise at their cheap-
ness made by american tourists and
their readiness to pay without question
the sum first asked by the dealers having
considerably advanced prices

dolores the principal cemetery of
mexico and the one in which the most
elaborate floral display is made is a
burial place of great beauty and extent
it is as tastefully laid out and has asa
many and as handsome monuments
gravestonesgrave stones and mausoleums as the
average cemetery inin our large american
cities san francisco st francis is
also a large and handsome city of the
dead and the floral distdisplaylay made there
on decoration day is iilikewisedewise elaborate
and beautiful in the american ceme-
tery in which though not nearly so
large and ornamental as those just men
tinned there is snug as-
sir lucius OlOTriggerTrigger says there are
buried american soldiers who fell
on the battle fields of contreras
churubusco el molino del rerev and
chachapultepecpec among ththee most louafamous
and bloody battle fields otof that war
which gave to the united states the rich
prizes of california and new mexico

over those dead heroes sleepingsleeping their
last sleep in a foreign land a banhandsomesome
monument has been erected to com-
memorate Nsme their deeds of valor on
every decoration day their last resting
place is literally covered with flowers
while innumerable floral designs otof
rare beauty adorn their monument it
was with great pleasure that I1 saw many
of these floral trtributes placed there by
the people of that nation by whose handhadd
my countrymen had fallen it was a
striking proof that the fierce enmity of06
nearly half a century ago hadbad been
replaced by friendliness and good will


