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THE BATTLE OF ANTIETAM.
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tunely sent three army corps tostrengthen the
right, Banks’ (then Mansfield’s,) Sumner’s

The following is taken from the account o ' and Franklin's. This was the most 1upor-
the great covflict of Sept. 17th, near Sharps-| tant movement upon the field, and effectually

. thwarted the purposes of the enemy. At 8
burg, wrilten from the battle-field by a spe- ;so15e s they were put in motion,muved across
cial correspondent of ithe World: f

the Antietam and placed in thos« positions
The battie of Wedoesday, September 17, where they could moit Eﬁ'.-.ctuiilly co-operate
fought a few miles from the Polomae, near with Gen. IDoker in the morning. :

the conflue: ce of that river with the Anrietam!, The battle was commmeneced by a most vizor-
creelr, was one of th- hardest, bloo'i-st, and ous attack upon the very position which Gen,
most hot!ytontested of the war. No ba tle: McClellan had taken the greatest pains to
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Eterrible effect. Dut the. enemy, apparently
‘never lacking for men to sacrifice in a bold
and hazardous enterprise, threw their soldiers
'in masses from ont the woods against the
‘battery. Immense numbers, rot in columns,

rushed fiom the woods upon the guns which
had been dealing such heavy blows and entting
such gaps in their ranks. The infantry sup-
port of the battery fell back in confusion, and
left it alone, -Bat a most rapid discharge of
sbrapnel upon them piled the rebels in dead

Las thus far bLeen fought wpon the continent strengthen. With the opeuing day came the
in which so many men have bern actnally | commencement of tlzle_ fishting. The cannon
brouzht isto action, in which so large a num- . from many an elligibie pos:tion, of which
ber have fallen before such terrific showers of there was no {feﬁcie:ipy oun either side of the
¢hot and shell, and in which every strip of field, commenced their work all along the
grond which was won and every advantage lines, with an evident concentration of their
which was «chieved cost the victor a more fury upon G n. Hooker and his supports by
determined and continuous effort. In no bat- | the enemy; upon Gean. Hill and his supports
tle, thus far—so or most reliable and most Py our wmen, The [irst onse: ehowed how
veteran generals affirm—has there been such immense were the forces wield2d by each of |
ersistency in the musketry of he infantpy. t'ie generals in-chie’, ana the impetuosity
i‘mm mo ninz until evening the lines of our and desperate character of the fight, From
army we e engaging the enemy, and both east to west, over a space of thiee miles,
sides 8tood up against each other for twelye could be seen the smoke pouring from the
full beurs, with the musket and bﬂj‘unet. | cannon’s mouths, a_nd thﬂp I"EI[}DHE of the guns,
Besides the infantry fighlinz, wnequaled in peal on peal, sometimes distinct and separate,
severity or duration, an inc easinz throwing and at times mingled in a terribleroaring, came
of shells, round shot, grape and canis‘er, from every quarter of the gcene trfﬁhe contest,
continued from sunrise to sunset, aud even The air was damp and the morning cloudy,
late into the night. and little cou d be distinguished beyoad the
Between eunr:se and sunset of Wednesday, | Lills save the lines of forest and the constant
160,000 men were fought by the mmmand:‘ﬁg, puffy of smoke wuich rose slowly from the
geuerals of bo'h armies. | do not include tie enemy’s guns, and the circles gradually sep-
reserves. The number stated were actually  aratiog which marked the spots where many
brought into the fight. Tbe whole strength of of our shells bad exploded high in the air.
ezch army cannot be properly stated at.pr«s-| Soon after the canno ading had rommenced,
ent, but it is stated by many whom we have Gen, Hooker who had pushed on his movew.ent
captured hattheenemyhadoeenstrengthened, upon the josition of the enemny, became en-
#nd numbered one hundred and foriy thou- gaged with them at close rapge, and with a
sa d men, The rebel army exhibited the terrible effect. Iarly in the day Morris’s
most astonishing and exbaistless resources of brigade, while pushinz the enemy bef. re them,
troops, which were brought into the ficld at was surprised by se ing the sta s and 8'r pes
every point through the entire day. When raised above their opponenta, and s mulatan-
one line was broken an ther was always cously the sbout raised, “Stop firing upon
ready to be put inits place, and at no poiut  your friends.”” The brigade was oriered to
was there seen any evidence of weakness or| step firing and the advantage gained by so
deficiency in numbers. &traa:hermm and dishonorable a resort enabled
The battlc=field was one that ca'led for the! the rebels to d ive our men be'ore them
greatest mlitary skill in the moving and :-in-,.llhrnuﬂh_a fizld of corn into an open lo! in
posing of the troops. Both sides requir-d to which our men recovered fiom the effects of
use unceasing vigilanes and exill to prevent the decepti n and formed again for 'he fight,
or counferact the purpos-s of the other. The! G=n. Mansfield, who wasrecently #pyointed
generals of neither paity were in want of ele-! to the position held with so mnch ereit by
vatiors f om which to observe the shifting General Baunks, brought his (ommand early
gcenes of the fizht, and the day was evi- in the engagement to the sup.ort of Hooker,
dently to be won b, the most skiliful general- Gen. Manshe'd was fatally wound¢d soon
gliip. ' after the first onset. The veuerable and brave
‘I'ne Antielam creek runs for a distance soidier was brought frow the field, and has
directly toward our center, but turning sul~ eince died of Lis irnjry. Gen. Williams
den'y southward it pasars by the town of assumed command ot the corps, and bhis
Snarpsburg, and near our extreme left. division was led by Gen. Crawford until a
I siall not endeavor to deseribe all the con- wound rend-red hiin unable to remain upon
fusing changes in the positions of the various Ir the field. Gen, Green commanded the second
corps and divisione, the marching and division of the corps. The loss whi h they
countermarching from right to left and from sustained was severe, and the fizht ng they did
Jeft to right, as cne and anoth'r position was as gallaut as their losses were revere. .
needed to be temporarily strengihened. The| Sedgwick’s division of veterans came into
valious lines of thhe army through the various|the action in column by brigades about 8
phiases of the engag ment would each require o’clock in the morning, tosu poit H oker
an elaborate description and twenty different | and Banks upon- their left, where they had)
diagrams for illustration The most important| been nhg,ht'lz repulsed by the reb- s,
chanzes of our lines will be mentioned as ti ey came a terribl
oceurted. 1 wili wo v only state the order o
the corps from thie right Lo the left, in order. ca

nuon were playing all the while with des-

General Hooker’s corps was formed in the|tructive effsct upon (beir columns. It wes|again, and kept tueir line continuous with the [ ooma unde

afternoon preceding the battle upon the ex- | supposed that the_ir line was sufhe ently sup-
treme right His curpa(furmerincDuweH’-g'.purttd upon their left. The next a'jacent |
consisted of Haicl?s division({ormerlyKing’s,) division was thought to be close by, and no |
Ricketl’s division, dn: the Pennsylvaunia Re- a prebension was entertained of a fire from
scrves. General Burnside’s commani was that quarter. While forming the lines it was

appallirg.

Fiut\
e fire upon their center from the |
f rebelsin front of them, and the epemy’s

heaps, and their dash was broken, and the
'battery limbered up and moved away in safety,
' Sedgwiek’s division bad, meantime, reformed,

'and were again in line.and ready to assist,

!

and then Gen. Franklin’s corps came into
action.

Smith’s division took the place just occupied
by Sedgwick’s, and the enemy threw in fresh
troops at the same time. The ficht was re-
newed with nhe bottesi impetunosity on both
sides, but the enemy soon shuwed signs of
weakness, and Smith’s division drove them
and gain-d £ r us the hard fougzht battle-fi Id,
affording an opportunity of bringing off the
dead and wounded.

The center now becam= the most absorbing
in interest and inpo tance. Richards n’s
and French’s divisions of Sum:er’s corps |
in their turn took the brunt of the infantry
fiznting, and the surging sound of the mus-
Ketry as it came from the center was most

but massed together in overwhelming numbers, '
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fight seemed tending, More or less; the entire
day,bhad the gound of musketry given evidence
that Barnside was not blhim;lnhn reputation
which be bas already established, $eversl
times in the morning the firing upon the lelf
was wmost intensely rapid and severe. The
artillery was constantly upon the en my, and
they were driven away frcm one posi-
Elinn_ after another, slowly butsurely,the whols
av.

The stone bridge, near Sharpsburg, acro:s
the Antietam was most determinedly d fended
by the rebels. Burnside drove them from it
after a severe fight, and gained the fur her
gide of the ererk. Later in the day, the se-
verest infantry fizhting was with Burnside.
The same dogged reais?ante, the same des-
perate determination {o yield no inch of
gronnd which could be maintained was mani-
fested by the rebels. The same bravery in
our troops and the same gocd generalship
|in our leaders was exhibited on the left,which
they showed throughout the en'ire line, in
every engagement of the day.

I must not forget to mention the important

1

' part which was taken by our twenty pount

Parrott guns in the day’s fight. Somewhat
away from the scene cf the infanfry fizhting
on the rear of our lines, they threw constantly
upon the batteries and upon the infantry of
the enemy, a shower of shell which told with
an important cffect upon the issues of theday.

_ Theee two divisions were sep-
arated by a short interval from Sedgwick’s,
the remaining divis ons of Sumner’s corps,
and this short breach in our lines was the |
thing which enabled the rebels to come in !
‘upon Sed:wick’s left flank with such des-
tructive conseguenc s.

Frencb’s civision was formed upon a place
of plouzhed ground, and Gen. Richardson
‘gave orders to Gen. Meagher, chi-f brigade
‘commander of his division, te mareh aronund
‘the edge of a hill, through a valley, and form
(his brigade upon the right nextto Gen,
¥ ench, Gen, Richardson remarking, “1 will
'be there as soon as you are” Meagher’s
brigade took the posi'ion assigned to them
‘near the brow of the hill, and lay down upon
‘the ground in line of battle. French’s divis-
ion, next up n the right, was now desperately
engaged Hm;ring into and receiving from the
enemy a fire of both ghell and musketry,
They marched onward, and their columns,
‘unwa-ering and steady, excited the admiration

lof all who witnessed their excelient behavior, |

T e enemy had a position which was
gheltered by a fence. The rebels were after- |
wards seen there lying dead in heaps npon the |
ground, But the fue vas more than our|
trocps could stand. ‘lheir ranks were being |
thinned out wofuliy. ‘They broke upon the!

left, and just then came up, advauveing in |
splendid style, further to the left, the- rish |
brigade. The r ght of this invincible com- |

and rested rear the fence, upon the other
si e of whieh the leit of Fre ch’s division
ought to bave baen in position. But the con-
fusion upon French’s left was not of long |
cont nuance, Nothing like a disgraceful rout
ocenred  at any time wupon the fizid; but
when our lines have been broken for a time
they have invariably rallied again and fough
wilh a redoubled vigor.
of French’s division,

i
|

4
t
o with the whole '
They soo: rallied
Irish Brigade,

There seemed to be some obstruction in the |
advauce of the cen'er of the Irish Brigade,'
and he righit and left adv .necd faster than

the center. A fence wasordered tohe thrown

|

P

upon the extreme lefi, tiiree miles away, and ascertained that the enemy were there, and in down and they advanced again towards a
in front of the town or Sharpsburg. Interne- a momentadeath-dealing cross-fire was add«d [ knoll, brhind whien the enemy were firing
diate between hese two extremes, were Suin- | to that from which they were already suffer- | incessantly wpon themm  They charged wup

ner’s corpe, Frauklin’s corps, Banks’ corps,!ing in front. The order had jiust been given
and Porter’s corps. Tiese were upon the to ““ ace lefty”’ preparato:y tea wovewment
right and left of thre turnpike, and their dispo- | sonthward tofill up the open space of the
sition for the battle was not made un il the ranks. The severity of such afire of infantry
cover of the nig it shouid give assurance of its ' both from the left and front, with artillery
secrecy. | playing upon them all the time, was enongh

QOur'arm~, asit approached the position of [to make veterans falter. The left broke and |
the rebels, was upon the south side of Autie~'ran, but the 15 h Massachusetls and the 821
tem creek. Gen.Hooket’sdivision was thrown' New-York, next inthe !ine, stood and received
across the creek at Kelty’. ford, aud advanced | steadi'y this tremendeous attack. The 15th
Le ond the eenter wntil dark, with a large; Massachuselts distinguished theinselves by a
body cf skitmishers thrown out in front of|gallant and memorabe deed. Under this
him. 'The encmy appeared at several points | galling fire, volley upon volley, in the front
in line of battle, and inet with their mrnianduulhe left, they e¢harzed upon the enemy |
+ki mishera,thiose thrown out by Gen.Hooker. | in front of themn, captured his battle-flag, and
An important advance was effected, and the | brought it away from the field. |
enemy forced beck, while as yet our cenler! Gen Bedgwick remaioned near the center of |
was bearing baek upon the other side of the|h's command, ard had his horse goon shot
creek. from under him. Two bullets entered his

The pr-atest resistance was cxperienced as| tody, andon foot, in frunt of his comwand,
(ren. Hooker attempted to move upon th'rl-r covered with the blood (f Lis wounds, he
right flank. The enemy saw the intention, | insisted upinrema ning and enccuraging bis
2rd made a vigorous eflort to kesp open com- | men to stand firmly and not waver, |
mnunication wiih the road running nortbhward| Gen. Summer oidered them to fall back, |
toward Williamsport. 1t w 8 to the Confed- | and then followed an imporiant action of
erates the important position, and they w-re| Kirby’s battery.

': continuous line of battle.

lin the same column and across a road.

and but once for a mome .t falteied or fell
tack, but were easi'y rallied

Cildwe I’s brigade, of Richardson®s divis
iou, follosed up nextin turn, comparitively |
concealed under the bill, and eame upon the
left of Meagher in line of batt'e. Tnen fol- |
lo sef wp the hill the trigade eommanded by
Col Cross, and the three brigades, were in a
Meagher’s brigade |
suffsred most saverely of all. Their ranks |
were feaifully thin ed out, No praise could |
be extravagent 1n speaking of their action,
it is on'y a repetition of whitia already
krown to multip'y wor s.of commendation.

Caldwell and Brooks’ br gades marched tllrp
n

that roai the piles of rebels tell of he hot
work which was donethere. Caldwell fought |
his brig desplendidly; Cross feught splendidly.
Al deserve Lo be remembered with adwmwiration
and gral'itnde, }
Tuis firing of mustetry continued from the
time this line was formed for four hours. No
more intevestirg sight than th 8+ columna as
they poured upon the enemy their fire of mus-

]
1

ketry and reeeived the enewny’s fire in return, | ve

evidently massing their forces to turn our| When Sedgwick’s divison had falled back
1ight lank. Henee the opposition experienced | the way was ciear tor Kirby’s Regular Bat-
by Geoen. Hooker, Tue enemy skumished | tery to pour upon the rebels a fire of grape
with him well nigh until wmidnight. and capister, which moved them down in

Gen. McCl ellan promptiy and most oppor- ! w.nrows. It played vpoi thewm witham st

could ever be seen upon a field of battie. As
they marched up the hill over the plowed
grounds, their lines struck every ome with
admiration.

The firing from the hill where these gunswere
osted was admirable. ¥fhells would drop
right among the columns of the enemy as
they were attacking our lines, and it was

. worth a long pilgrimage by gsea and land to

have witnessed their opperations.

Fitz Johin Porter’s corps was held in regerve
the entire day, and have n~t had an opportu-
nity of showing on this battle-field the bravery

and worth which they have shown so fre-
\'l qent’'y before. These, with others cf our
| reserves of which I think not proper to men-
[tinn, may bhave again to-morrow an epjortu-
| nity of showing the same good d scipline and
‘courage which all haie shown in the fight ot
 Wednesday. s
Gen, McCleilan’s management of the batile
has won him go'den opinions in the minds of
those who have hitherto been incredulous as
to his possession ol the skilland ability of a
g eat general. No one can see the mary
wovements which he has accqgnplished aud
. consider the probable resulls whien wou'd
'have uttended a failure to perform those
movements, and not admire his generalglid.
Had not Sumner, Banks, and Frank'in bEen
moved ¢n Tuesday night to support Hooker
upon the right, Wednesday morning would
have found us with our right flank turned,
our lines broken, and probably a seriois
defeat,

We have had a very heavy loss. Prehably
not less than ten thousand. The enemy have,
without a doubt, suffered mueh wo.e. The
masses of m~n wilich thiey have saerificed in
fruiil ss attemp's to captvre our battejice,
the piles which they have left dead {npon the
field, ent down by our cannon and cur mus-
kets, show that their loss was much beavier
than our own, |

On the morning after the baltle a flag of
truce waa sent in from the enemy from a strip
of woods, into which an unsucceasful attempt
was made to eharge, stating that if we wished
raflig of truce we might take
out our dead that were in themn. This cfier
was not accepte!. Another flag of irnee was
gsent in wi b the proposi ion that firing should
be ceased on both siies by agreement w.ile
the dead were being removeq. This propo-

1
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' sition wan also not entertained end the ewus

deavors ceased,
On Thursday the fichling was not renewed,

'hoth armies finding themse'ves nore hnmaniv

employed in altending to the wounded and
carrying away and burying the dea!. The

| surgeons have been busiiy s+ngaged in attend-

ing to the wounded, operating, and dressing
wounds. The hospitals present the most
teirible and jitiable scenes,

Chaplaing and clergymen at- soma of tho
hospitals were seen contersing with tha
wounded and whigper'vg, in the ears of those
whose countenances showed the apirit was
just departing frow the bodr, wo:rds of Fope
ard consolation, As 1 passed by one I over=
heard the clergyman repeating the wordscf
the Nicene erced in a low and fervent tone to

'a dying man, whese dim eyes secmed Lo be

expressing trust and fa th.
.
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IxFoRMATION WARTED.—John Gi‘i'mt"',
turner, of 47 Milk street, Brstol, England,
wishea to know if one WILLIAM GRIF-
FITiI who left Swonsea, Wales, about the
at 1851 or *32 for Salt Lake Valley is nOW
living. |

Fle iz about five feet five inches in heizht,
dark complexion, with black lair, a beok-

Still tewards the left, the hardest of the (bind r by trade, and about 53 yearsof age.



