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history OF JOSEPH smite
JUNE 1844

I1 insert the affidavit of anson call david
evansevano and william E hornerhomer

IV s june 1844
state of illinois

hancock county
city of nauvoo

personally appeared before me aaron john-
son justice of the peace bf0 said county anson
call david evans and william E homerhorner of
Ilancockhancock county and state aforesaid and
beingeing duly sworn depose and say that on mon-
day the instant we started for rockyrunhunun precinct and arrived yesterday we then
went to col williams of that place and there
soon assembled twenty or thirty men we were
informed that colonel WilliwilliamsaLs hadbad gone to
lima to get the colonel there to brinebrin on his
regimeregimentnt we then informed them that we
were delegated on behalf of the people of nau-
voo to transact business with them afley in-
formed us they had a committee set apart to
do and that one of their com-
mittee was then present one was absent and
the other two would shortly be here that
while a person was seeking the two men we
observed to the people that general smith was
willing tatto be tried in any state for ananyans crime
or supposed crime that liehe hadbad ever committed
except illin the state of missouri

oneff the personpersonss objected to general smith
by thehe municipal court in nauvoo

aad declared that nothing else would do but
for him to be taken upon the old writ and by
the samebame personbetsoi took him in custody be-
fore fitlaniltill tried aittachahe place where the writ was
issued q 1

it was then observed that judge thomas bad
advised general to enter into bonds to
be tried beforebecore the circuit court and this
would allay alitheankhailall thee excited feelings of the people

it was then moved by one otof their company
and sanctioned by the people that a committee
should wait onqu the judge who gave general
smith that advice and give him a coat of tar
and feathathelenthathereexecs whenwhon one john elliott of notor-
iety agreed to find the tar and featherofffeatherff for that
purpose

aber some further llonlionconversation a man
whom they called lawlawyerer stevens came in
frombibin ivard and asksasked where colonel wil-
liams wawass he was told that liehe hadbad gone to
lima heye then observed to the lawyer that
we werewr eleeielegatesdelegatesgates from nauvoo when he re-
plied 4 we are expectingacting delegates too at war-
saw anand he said the people were talking of

them to the mississippi river and
saysbays heile gentlemen you can do with aurvurdelegatdelegatesep what you think proper

A mr crawford one of the committee ob
he went againstr such proceedings

and advised them as a body to keep cool they
then toldtola flip lawyer the advice that the judge
of the circuit court had givengivan to general
smith when he said it was unlawful advice
and it was a second time moved and assented
to that a committee should wait on judge
thomasthomai andarid give him a coat of tar and fea-
thers the remainder of the committee having
come inin they stated to us that they bad written
to the governor to obtain aid from other coun-
ties and if the governor did not send them aid
they were too weak to go themselves now but
were summoningsummoning all the people that would
come into the cocountyanty until they got force en-
ough to come up and take joseph smith with
the filstfirst warrant and take him to the place
whererethetha writ was first issued and nothing
idisless thanhat would satisfy the people

A ANSON CALLt DAVID EVANS
tt WM E hornerHORNEK

sworn and subscribe 1 I to this letb day of
juneiajune 14 AARON JOHNSON JP 11

Fromfrae 4the best information they could learn
there wereagie two hundred armed men at rockyrun precinct two hundred at warsaw two
hundred jnin missouri and the whole receiving
constantconsta additions

at rpm9 I1 was at home the ciby allail quiet
Thursthursdayabydak SO0 at day break I1 went with

my staff and majorakbor gengeri dunham to the prai-
rier1 e to view the situation of the ground and to
ddevise plans for the defence of the city and
select the proper locations to meet the mob
and made arrangements fortor provisions for the
city instructing my agents to pledge my farms
forfoi the purpose

at 1610 am brdr southwick from louisiana
arrived amma reported that there was not much
excitementexcitementinin st louis that a cannon had
arrived at warsaw from quincy and that it
had been reported to him that there was great
excitement in upper missouri
at 11iliiii 1 reviewed the lionllonLs ou facing the mn

sion and went to parade on the banks of the
river

I1 insert the affidavit of carlos IV lyon
state of illinois
city of nauvoo I1on the day of june 1844 came before

me willard richards recorder of the city
aforesaid carlos IV lyon and after being
duly sworn deposeth and saith that while at
st louis mo oilon monday the dinst it
was a common topic that they were furnishing
arms and ammunition tovetobeto ba sent by steam boat
to warsaw illinois and said if thetha people of
Warsaw need five hundred men to give notice
by the steamer boreas and the men should be
sent from st louis to warsaw and that your
said affiant also saw a cannon landed from the
steamer mermaid 5 at warsaw and further he
saith not CARLOS IV LYON

Subscribe dand sworn to before me this
day of june 18441944

WILLARD RICHARDS
recorder of the city of nauvoo 1 5

wrote to john tyler president of the united
states as follows

city of koitNallnauvoo illiii
june 18441944 5

sir 1I have just enclosed to the governor of
the statestats of illinois copies of the enclosed aff-
idavitsdavitssandand extra I1 am sorry to say that the
statestaig of missouri not contented with robbing
driving and murdering many of the latter daydiy
saintssainta are nowitow joining the mob of this state
for thefhe purpose of the utter extermination 5 of
the mormonscormonsMMormons as they have resolved and
now sir as president odtheof the united states
will you render that protection which the con-
stitutionution guarantees in casecass of insurrection

1 andanil rebellion and save the innocent and op
pressed from such horrid persecution

with great respect I1 have the honor to be
your obedient servant I1

JOSEPH SMITH mayor
john tyler president of tilethe JJ S

washingtonton D C 52

I1 here insert affidavits of hiram B mount
and john cunningham

june 1844
state of illinois

hancock county
city of nauvooNgu

personally appeared before merae aaron john-
son an acting justice of the peace in and for
the county of hancock hiramniram B mount and
john bunnicunnighamnggam who being duly sworn de-
poseose and sayspy that george baker john banks
osephjoseph barberbar er audand two others came to your
deponents on katurdsaturday the loth dinst at mor-
ley settlement in saidbaid county and demanded
our arms we replied that we had none when
they required of us to go with them to nauvoo
to take joseph smith and others prisoners and

i they promised to supply uaus with arms second
itif we would notno do so that we were required

t to leave our homes and go to nauvoo we must
either go against smith or take partpait with him

theythy then told us they interiintendedded to go to
nauvoo to take smith andana if they coucouldcoulaaffonot
take him they would take some of the head
men of smithshs clan andarid hold themrhem under I1

bonds of death until smith was delivered up to
them and your deponentsdeponent8 further say that

I1 banks told them if they could not get volun-
teers enough they would get a force ththatatwouldwould
take him HIRAM B MOUNT

his
JOHN x cunningham

mark
r e subscribed and sworn to thisL S

S dayay of june 1844 before mpme
AARON JOHNSON J P 11

also the affidavit of alienallen T wait
june 1841

state of illinois
ancockhancockII county

city of nauvoo
personally appappearedearea before me aaron john-

son an acting justice of the peace iniii and for
said county alienallen T wait of morley settle-
ment in said county and being first duly sworn
deposeth and saith that on saturday morning
liehe was at the house of colonel levi williams
when hebe told me that I1 must take up arms and
go and fight against joseph smith or I1 must
leave the place immediately or else I1 must
give up my arms and stay at home

he also said they would take smith by lawlair
if they could or if the governor would not
grant a writ to take him they would take him
any how he also said that if the people would
not give smith up they would lay tilethe whole
city of nauvoo in ashes

I1 enquired what they would do with those
peopleP opleopie of nauvoo who would not fight hshe saidtpthey must make some signal or eiseelse they must
share the same fate they must all perish men
women and children

I1 then left in order to go0 home whenghen captain
harrison P crawford overtookovertook me and told
me if the Gogovernorvernot would not help them they
did not care for the governor any how he
said governor ford was an unconstitutional
man liehe hadbad issued two illegal writsfritsy and they
were done so on purpose and any such man
ought not to hold any office whatever and they
intended to proceed against the mormonscormonsMormons
whether they got any authority from the gov-
ernor or not ALLEN T WAIT

subscribed and sworn to this
L- Sr a day of june 1844 before me

5 AARON JOHNSON J P 11

likewise the affidavit of isaac morley gard-
ner

gard-
nor snow john edmiston and durfee

june 1844
state of illinois

hancock county
city of nauvoo

pepersonallyallyaily appearappearede before me aaron john-
son an acting justice of the peace in and for
aldaidsaid county isaac morley gardner snow john
edmiston and edmund durfee all of hatihah
cock county aforesaid and being first duly
sworn depose and say that on saturday the

layday of june 1844 at morley settlement
in said county certain persons to wit george
baker farmer john banks esq luther per-
ry constable joseph barber farmer and
another person whose name viewe do not know
called upon your deponent isaac morley when
john banks said they waited on him to make
threethres propositions viz that we were to
take up arms join with and go along with
them to nauvoo to arrest one joseph smith
and others about 17 in number living in nau-
voo 2ndand to remove our effects to nauvoo or
3rdard to give up our arms to them and remain
neutral and said isaac morley was required to
notify all the brethren in the neighborhood and
report to the said committee which of these
propositions we accepted by 8 on
monday morning following and that one of the
above resolutions was to be complied with
within that time

onoa the same day said joseph barber and
luther perry wentventment to where your deponent
edmund durfee was at work inin a field in the

I1 same neighborhood and said they had come to
notify him that said durfee must comply with
one of the above propositions if not that said
durfee would smell thunder

and all your deponentsdep orients further depose and
say that thethey have been compelled to leave
their homes and flee to nauvoo for protection
for we werehere afraid to stay there on account of
the mobs threatening to utterly exterminate
us accordiaccordingn toaagatgato a warsaw signal extra of
june 1844 if we staid at home and fur-
ther your deptedeponents9 say not

ISAAC MORLEY
GARDNER SNOW
JOHN EDMISTON
EDMUND DURFEE

subscribed and thisT SQ sworn to
S day of june 1844 before me

AARON JOHNSON J P 1

also the affidavit of solomon hancock wm
garner and john G lofton
state of illinois june 1844

hancock county
city of nauvoo

personally appearappeared before me aaron john-
son an acting justice of the peace solomon
hancock william garner and john G lofton
who being first duly sworn depose and baysay
that on saturday the day of junejure 1844
at morley settlement in said county certain
persons to wit john clarkdark john crawford
jeremiah bentley and three others all farm-
ers came to your deponentdeponents and made three
several propositions to them to wit that
we were to takevakeake up our arms and join with
them in going to nauvoo to take joseph smith
and others prisonprisonerermerp 2ndand to remove with
our to nauvoonancoo immediately or ard3rd to
give tipup our arms to colonel levi williams
and remain neutral

we were ordered to give inin our decision on
monday then next by 88 in the morning
and if we would not agree to their decision
we must abide tilatiba consequences and in conse-
quence of mobs gathering in the neighborhood
we have been obliged to leave our homes inin
order to save our livlivesilveszestes and are come to nauvoo
fortor protection

solomon hancock further deposeth and saith
that saldsaid john clarkdark did on tuesday ithath
mstmat inform youryour deponent that one of their
party had gone to st louis and had obtained
three cannoncarnonca inon and were 41expectingacting three com-
panies of volunteers from stlouisst loulslouis to joinjon them
in going to nauvoo to exterminate the mor
momons and further your deponents say liotnot

SOLOMON HANCOCK
WILLIAM GARNER
JOHN G LOFTON

L S subscribed and sworn to this i

ka day of june 1844 before me
AARON JOHNSON J P

also the affidavit of james guymon
state of illinois june 1844

hancock countcounty
city of nauNannauvoo

personally appeared before me aaron john-
son an acting justice of the peace in andhor said
county james guyman of green plains pre-
cinctc inin said county and being firsthirst duly sworn
ddeposeth andands saith that on saturday morningmorningtthe dinst he was at rocky run precinct
shenonewhen one captain captaincaltain of ayindean inde-
pendent anti mormon minute men company 5

came to a house where your deponent wabwas stay
iniing he enquired for a drum he wanted either
to borrow it orbay it until this affray with the
mormonscormons was over

I1 asked him how he wag going to proceed to
take smith hebe then said missouri hadbad offered
to send over two thousand men to come over to
assist and take him

I1 asked whether it was legal for them to
come over here betie replied when they came
over the constables were going to summons
them and also to summonssummons every man who
was in or would come into the county

I1 asked if it was according to lawlav to pro
aeed that way

i
and he replied it was and he

went antior the law and democracy ilehe saidsald
they had sent two men to the governor to or

der the militia out in their favor to help to
take those criminalscrim inala and icheif he would not do
just right they would execute himhimly byly taking
his head from hisbisis shoulders

I1 replied you said you wasawas a democracy
man and went for the fawtaw I1 said do you call
that democracy or

he said if they went that farfail and if the
governor ordered the militia againstaga i D s t them in
stead of in favor of them he would turn mobymob
and the militia would join him and they would
take the governorsGovernoVs head from his shoulders
he repeated it two or three times i

I1 enquireenquiredi if it was law to go and drive those
innocent mormonscormons who were rod- inliving the
neighborhood pror tyrannically compel them to
do things not agreeable to their will he allow-
ed that in this case it was

I1 asked what be was going1 ng to do williwith these
old settlers who aouwouldM

go
neitherleiiel ther take up arms

and fightht aagainstla nat smith nor in favor of him
when he repliedI1 i d they must fight either for one
side or theth e ototherher or they must sharee the same
fate as the mormonscormonsMor mons

your deponent further saitheaith that hebe is not a
mormon and does not belong to the church of
jesus christ or latter daysday saintsaintsandbandand further
saith not JAMES GUYMON
r subscribed and sworn to this

of june 18441644 beforeLT aS day me
i AARON JOHNSON J P 1

also the affidavit of obadiah bewen
june 1844

state of illinois
hancock county

city of nauvoo
personally appeared before me aaroin john-

son an acting justice of the peace inin and for
said county obadiah bowen of morley set-
tlement in said county and being first duly
sworn deposeth and saith that on saturday
the instant john clarkdark rode tipup to where
I1 was at work in morley settlement and said
he was afraid the mormonscormons would come and
destroy their property and said he if I1 have
any destroyed by any person I1 shall make my
resort upon the nearest mormonscormonsMormons and take
their property in place of that which shall be
taken away wherever he could find it so long
as iit was a mormonscormonsMormons and that on tuesday
the dinst as I1 was coming from my house
to the road leading to lima a mob was at the
forks of the road standing still and consulting
together I1 came on the road about twenty rodsroda
a head of them in a few moments colonel levi
williams john clarkdark and five others rode
alonaionalong the same road after me

I1 eardbeard them talking about shooting the
mormonscormonsMormons when clarkdark said it is no disgrace
to shoot a mormon any how when they all
laughed they overtook me and colonel wil-
liams

wil-
liama asked me where I1 lived I1 replied in
moneysMorMo reysieya settlement he asked me ifreplied

I1 waswaa a
mormon when clarkdark said it was no odds he
is on their part

colonel williams then threatened
said I1 must be sure and beie at his househougo by
nine in the momorning if not I1 must ei-
ther get out of morlmorimorleyey settlement or be served
the same sauce as the mormonscormonsMormons he gave me-
to understand they were going to make a total
destruction of morley settlement tomorrowto morrow
and I1 had better get out of it

heile then talked about joseph smith when I1
replied I1 understood joseph smith hadbad a fair
trial and was bound over to the supreme court
liehe saidbaid if he iais or isii not we do not care it iais
illliiillegallye

idllyliy done and he should go ahead he
sshould0 gather the troops and there would be
2000 men landed tomorrowto morrow from missouri
he said they were volunteers they should
meet next day at carthage and then againstgo
joseph smith and demolldemolishsh the city otof nauvoo
for have him at any rate they would ilehe waswapwa
in a very great passion and let out a great
many oaths and other things that I1 have nonobnot
mentioned

in consequence of their threats and to save
our lives we were obliged to leave our homes
in a very stormy night and had to cross a dan-
gerous stream that was swollen by the rain
and was unable to protect myself from greabgreat
ammeaffesufferingsrings and hardships and came to the city
of nauvoo for protection

OBADIAH BOWEN
subscribed and sworn to this

of june 1844 beforeI1 LT S0 day me
AARON JOHNSON

justice of the peace
also the affidavit of alvah tippets

june 184418411
statestale of illinois

hancock county
city of nauvoo

personally appeared before me aaron john-
son Aa justice of the peace inih and for thetife said
county alvah tippets of warsaw in han-
cock county ana state aforesaid and being
first duly sworn deposeth and saith that on
wednesday june the at green plains
one colonel levi williams came to your depo-
nent about sunrise and ordered me out of the
house that very day

I1 replied he was very hasty he again ordered
me out of the house and said if I1 spoke a word
he would put me out of the house immediately

I1 then took away part of my goods and left
the house accordingly because I1 was afraid
to stay there another night

the next day I1 went back after the remain-
derier of my properly and called at the house of
col levi williams fortor some things belonging
to me


