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childless man who now resides near
the united states legation at cara-
cas with a pension from the gov-
ernmenternment with his death the name
of the liberator disappears although
he is reputed to have left many meille-
gitimate children

much has been written by bollboli
varscarls enemies concerning his rela-
tions with women and if one quarter

k of it is true he was a notorious and
k conscienceless roue even his biog-

rapher admits that hebe was a man
of licentious habits strong passion
and inordinately fond of pleasure
and their is an entire volume which
was printed anonymously in paris
in 1858 devoted exclusively to his
adventures and amours it may be
found in nearly every library of
note in south america and has
been widely read the book- is
made up almost exclusively ofletters

7 written by his associates to their
friends recounting incidents in his
career in venezuela colombia
bolivia and peru and contains
some of his own amorous corres-
pondencepon dence with his minilstresses the
title is decdeceptiveeetive as iit reads me
moiresmaires y documentsDocu para de la
independenciacia of senior bolivar
and the pseudonym of the author

LJ and compiler is 11 there
is no good biography of the libera-
tor in english nor in spanish for
that matter for all the books about
him have been written either by
his devoted friends who deify himV or by his rivals and enemies who
have endeavored to disparage his

ki achievements or detract from his
reputation the most impartial
biography was written by dr law

it afable and was published by E 0
jenkins new york in 1865 but
the character of the man and
there havehava been few abler
statesmen or more accomplished

N f courtiers or men of greater militarmilitary
genius can best be studied anand
judged by reading the somewhat
tedious official collection of his
correspondence published by the
government of venezuela

AT THE FRENCH COURT

after the death of his wife bolivar
returned at once to europe taking
her body with him and remained
there for some years accompanied
by his brother in law don fernan-
do toro he went to paris and wit-
nessed the triumph of napoleon
saw him seated upon the imperialImperlai
throne and crowned as emperor
he spent many weeks in the court
at the tuileriesTuil eries and at the palaces of
versailles and followed the emperor
to milan where he saw his corona-
tion askingas king of italitaly near castig-
lione Lhe witnessed the great review
and followed the train of the em-
peror to florence romeborne and na-
ples then he visited egyptegypt and
returning to romeborne joinedjoine don
simon rodriguezbodriguez his former tu-
tor at caracas under whose in-
structionst he remained some time
lain studying ancient history and
the classics among the ruins of the
eternal city itft was then and
there according to his own ac-
count and the corroborating testi-
monymony of rodriguezbodriguez he formed the
plans that he followed in his after
lifefife and reached a determination to

7

give his strength his talents and
his fortune to the liberation of his
country seated one day updpn an
mount aventino sacrum
he grasped the hand of his tutor and
swore by that holy and historic land
to devote the rest of his life to the
freedom of venezuela

proceeding to paris he made the
acquaintance of baron von hum-
boldt who had just returned from
his first visit to south america and
accompanied him to berlin where
he assisted in the compilation of
that distinguished scientists notes
concerning venezuela then he
visited hollan 1 and sailed from
hamburg for the united states he
visited boston new york niagara
falls philadelphia baltimore
washington mount vernon rich-
mond and Charlecharleston at the lat-
ter port he found a vessel about to
leave for venezuela and took pas-
sage in her for home reaching
caracas during the latter days of
1806

at the tomb of washington
he is said to have taken a second
oath of devotion to the cause
of venezuelan independence and
to have malemade a vow to serve his
country as he upon whose grave he
stood had served the colonies of
north america washington had
then been dead some years but his
widow was still surviving and lived
at mount vernonvernen with herchildren

at once upon his arrival at cara-
cas bolivar became a leader among
the revolutionary propagandists
and with his two brothers and other
young men of similar rank and
wealth entered the army and com-
menced the work of converting
their fellow officers to the cause of
freedom bolivar at this time was
but 25 years old and from his es-
tates had an income of a
year which in those days was an
enormous sum of money and he
owned over one thousand slaves
which were afterward manumitted
he was undersized in stature anandd
of slight but muscular frame A
writer of the time in giving a pen
picture of the future hero said

his eyes are large dark and
languid but when his attention is
aroused they attest the internal 11firere
and the overflowing soul his
movements are quick and deter-
mined but graceful he is fluent
in speech and nervously animated
in his gestures and his voice is
sharp and clear his complexion is
naturally dark but has been dark-
ened more by exposure his beard is
trimmed to his cheeks and chin ac-
cording to the usages of the times
his eyebrows are thick and arched
his mouth wears a pleasant but im-
patienttient expression he stands erect
likelike a soldier and has the muscles
of an athlete his horsemanship
is superior and as a swordsman he
surpasses because he was educated
in the manlyanly arts in the gymnasi-
ums of paris his manners are
those of an accomplished courtcourtierler
his wit is quoted in every salon in
caracas he is a reigning favorite
among his own sex and especially
among the ladies

AN OFFICIAL ESTIMATE OF BOLIVAR

te a spanish official writ

ariding at this time to hishia superiors at I1
madrid concerning the revolution- s
ary movement in venezuela speaks

a

of one simon bolivar a lieutenant in the white battalion of asaff I1
ua a turbulent youth distinguished I1
for his wit his wealth the illus 3A
triou of his birth aniand iliahis im 1
measurablemeasarabI1 e amambitionb 1 t1 on sos0 ththatat thee d
designs of the young man hadbad beenrevealed soon after his arrival but 3

bolivar to have sseems taken no0 part
in the insurrection of miranda in 1

1808 although he was present and aparticipant in some of the local out
breaks at caracas the repressive
measures of the spanish governor
compelled the young patriotspatrioas to con-ceal their movements and it wastheir habit tometo meet as if socially not
in the but at thecity estanolestanciasestan ciasas or
plantations of their friends underthe pretense of celebratecelebcelebratingrati ing theftbirthdays and the anniversaries oftheir patron saints in 18101810 bolivarwas openly accused of sedition and
was compelled to conceal himself ou-
an estancia in the valley of thetuy a considerable distance fromthe capital to avoid arrest anandd imshortly after he sailed
for europe where he met mirandaand on the ath of december 1810
returned to caracas bringing the
latter with him
TIIETHE declaration OPOF independ-

ence
then came the declaration of in-dependence the organization of tintherepublic with miranda as militarymilltary i

chief the capture of ththee citacitadeldel aattpuerto cabello the defeat of theherevolutionary army at Vvictoriaictorift thequarrel of bolivar and Miranda and
the betrayal of the latter to thespaspanishish authoritiese whwhichch Isia ththemost painful and questionable ept
sodebode in the life of the liberator buthis motives appear in his answer totd
the spanish governor when the 1

latter thanked him for the service k

done to the king
1I surrender miranda to punish a

s

traitor to my country was thejhb re-ply candand not to do a service for the
kikingng

the governor was about to order
Bolivars arrest when one of his aidsdo
interposed

dont mind this rash youth 31 hebe
said I1 he has done us a good serar
vice give him a passport and let
him go r

when the revolutionists had M
covered from their dedemoralizationmorall
bolivar became their leader sowacontinued as such until the end of
the war then he united vene-
zuela colombia and ecuador I1tip 5

confederation and became their flirtara
president leaving the govern
ment in charge of the vice predred
dent he went to peru and mvbolivia
where he took cocommandnamand of the6
revolutionary armies and acom s

their independence he ree
signed the dictatorship of peru inda
1826 and became perpetual prit-odent and krotecprotectorr I1 of bolivia but
the following year returned to hiabb
own country and he was reeleere elee
president but gen paez who htbeen one of his most effective aldfo
in the revolution defied his aoi
dhoritythority assumed the dictatorship
venezuela and proclaimed


