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ched upon the colored race by
r waite brethren

jeome of the leading clergymen
participated offered some becu

prayersprayera ostensibly to the
ne of grace but these appeals
of such a character as to arouse

ion that they were largely
ed to the people the pe-
ers drew vivid pictures of
horrid wrongs that hadbad

mn perpetrated upon and that
B constantly being committed

dainst the colored people of this
bry among the elements of
portrayals were appalling but

esea in which neither men
n nor children were spared

every glade having its tale of

vader and woe these prayers
wecevrem really graphic the wrongs
referred to being delineated in

and vivid lines
I1in these times when a race con-

flict appears to be impending
I anymany thinkers say it is inevitable

public utterances of the nature of
those expressed at chattanooga are
calculateddou to hasten if not to pre

tate it one of the men who
biased informed the lord that he

worked through human agency it
would be a black day for the
apucountrymaltry if the colored people should
through agitation of their religious

actors get imbued with the
adea that they are the human

rafflucenter ts empowered to execute the
vill of providence and that inila
that capacity it was incumbent

zi them to inflict vengeance
m the perpetrators of the wrongs

foged to have been committed
u not them and to wipe out the
bauegaue of their afflictions by a pro

of extermination
1 A suggestion that has been offered
wobeforeore was renewed at

the formation ofofaLeague
mutual protection of the entire

doloredlored people those of negro blood
sjma the american continent should
f suphucb an organization be effected and

altyity be maintained in it it would
ve a powerful factor for good or

ILil there are many chances to
iowieapoe that it would take the latter di-

rection because of existing political
at present iuID case of a

erlane and the precipitation ofaof a race
conflict the colored people would
ponoon go to the wall they are now in
jn unorganized condition and are

weak and helpless let
be solidified however by

ah a league as that suggestedNiontheir influence would be
bously increased they could

api also be made more readily the
jr of demagogues and conspire

n

torstore to sumsuin up the resultant situa
tion a race conflict would be has-
tened

THERE WAS NO PRAYING

with a rush which almost amount
ed to a whirl the first legislature of
south dakota effected an organiza-
tion of itself and of the govern-
mental machinery of the new state
at precisely half past twelve
on tuesday of last week two
branches of that body met in the
house the call was read when
without the loss of a moment the
members elect were sworn in by
chief justice tripp by an almost
unanimous vote S E bung was
made chairman he briefly re-
marked that there was no time for
elaborate speeches and closed by
saying thanks the chief clerk
and sergeant at arms were quickly
elected when a messenger was dis-
patched to notify the senate that the
house was organized and ready to
witness the installation of state
officers almost simultaneously a
like message was received from the
senate by the house and both in
a body proceedededed to the front
entrance of the capitol building
where the oath of office was admin-
istered to the state officers Nno0
speeches were made and the oaths
were administered in a mechanical
fashion the state officers sworn in
the two houses assembled in their re-
spectivespec tive chambers and immediately
adjourned for the day

during the entire proceedings of
the day which certainly were not
destitute of an element of solemnity
in the minds of reverent thoughtful
and patriotic people seeing they
were the inauguration of the exist-
ence of a new commonwealth there
was no praying no appeal wasW

made for the blessing of oehe al-
mighty upon what was being done
nor upon the future of the new
state no thanks were offered to
him for what had been received

the absence of all recognition of
deity from the proceedings attend-
ant upon the putting in motion of
the machimachinerytiery ifthis new state gov-
ernment has attracted attention it
is certainly a departure from estab-
lished usage and will scarcely be
referred to as a good omen by peo-
ple who believe in god and that
he Is a of such as diligent-
ly seek him

A scriptural PROBLEM

A correspondent writes as fol-
lows to the christian union

kindly answer for me a few ques

eions on I1 sam xv 2 3 did god give
the command there recorded itif he
did did be not command to do a cruel
and wicked deed from revengeful mo-
tives if he did not andand samuel and
the writer of the book of samuel sup-
posed that he did is not their mistake
about the character and dealings of
god so serious as to render them un-
trustworthy teachers of religious
truth M E C

the passage which troubles IMM
E C 11 is as follows
th us saith the lord of hoshoststs I1 re-

member that which amalea did to
israel how he laid waitvalt torfor him in the
way when he came up from egypt

now go and smite amalea and ut-
terly destroy all that they have and
spare I1themhem not but slay both man
and woman infant and suckling ox
and sheep camel and ass

here is the reply of the christian
union

the passage evidently enjoins re-
taliationtal lation for hostilities four hundredhund jerl
years past the war on banditt was
probably justifiable the motive ap-
pealed to revenge was not the
phrase thus saith the lord does
not necessarily denote a direct divine
command compare 11II sam xvi 10
it often means no more than it is
right or it ought to be tn any
case it shows as here used a defective
moral judgment and that samuels
teachings like those of all the other
bible saints must be brought before
the judgment dat of christ for revi-
sion and correction it is only fair to
notice other occasions on which sam-
uel taught moral truths that are quite
up to the principles of christchri 8t

the assumption that god ordered
the destruction of the AruaAma lekites at
the handsbands of saul because of what 7their ancestors had done four hun-
dred years previously which is the
basis of am M E C s questions and
of the christianGhridian unions reply is un-
justifiable true the lord says he

i
remembers the crime of the race
committed four centuries before but
he does not say nor intimate that
it is to expiate that crime that the
children of the twelfth generation
allowing three generations to the
century are to be slain

Is it not true that the enmity of
amalea towards israel begun
treacherously four hundred years
before had been manifested almost
continuously since Is it not presum-
able that the lord purposed
the total destruction of a race
who for four hundred years
had sought to destroy his
people does not profane history
teach that the Ama lekites had for
generations practiced the crimes of
sodom and gomorrah and that they
had become a hopelessly corrupt and


