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EDITORIALS,.

OF THE

REDISTRIBUTION
SEXES.

SoME of the so-called soclu! reformers |
of the timies are demanding a redistrl-
butlou of property. Thelr theories are‘
seli-refuting, because they recognize
the right to hold property while they
deny its existence. They clzim that it
1s wrong for the wealthy to keep what
belocgs to them, but want to obtain
and keep u share of it themselves.

,1tis suggested hy some esstern con-
temporarles that while this talk of re-
distributioa §s indulged in, it wonld be
¢ good thing to ugitute for the redistri-
bution of the sexes. Thutis, to take
sowwe of. the surplus wowen of the
Eust and draft them into the
regions of mule surpius in the West,
for while bachelorhood f§s sujd to be
euforced to a large degree o some
westeru ‘l'erritories, spiustérhood is
su focurable evil in mauy of the At-
lantie Stutes.

1t appears thuat in twenty-two of the
latter there are V8,000 mMore women
than men. Tuis mesus a much larger
population of unmarried women than
appears by the Hgures. For, it 18 an
undisputed fact that there are large
numbers of wen who do oot mmarry.
Muny of them think tley cannot, be-
cause of circumstioces, aod many
wore will not hecause they Jdo not
wish to jucur the expenses apd bear
the responsibilities wiiich are attached
to wedlock. This throws an hinmense
body of unated women upon the
commuuity, und tends te locreuse the
volume of those socinl eviis thut ure
the curse of wodern Christendom.

1o those portions) of the country
where the males are In mumerical ex-
eess of the females, it will he found,
o0 1nvestigution, that there are large
uuwmbers of uumarried ladies. Apd
this }s usually pot their faunlt, - Matri-
mony is uatural to wowen, aithough it
brings to them 80 much more care und
soffering than to weu. They have a
tendeucy in  that directiou. It is
born 1o tiem &nd beloogs to
their organpism. Women  who
bhave no inelivation to wmarry ure
rare exceptions, and therce ure oniy
enough of them to prove the rule of
disposition. Toe hlame of their spin-
sterhood rests upon the stingy or
timid bachelors wbo will not propose.

Quone eastern journal suggests thut the
Territories in which 0 myuch huchelor-

agree who koows anything of the |
world. Adulteratious of feood; and
bogus imitations of almost eversthing
that i3 discovered or invented, throw
doubt upon the commonest articles

eat, drink or wear.

One of the latest dolges to turua
dishonest penay lLas been resorted
Lo in Pennsylvanis. The City of
Brotherly Love has discovercd that
vven its patent juedicipes, which it
turus out ju tremendous quantities,
have been treated in sueh u wuy that
the brand of the concocters is no pro-
tection to the physic-swallowing pub-
lic. Empty bottles are bousht 1romn
the junk-deajers and filled up with
some cheap and nasty liguid, and in
order to pnlm off the stuff upoo the
sick aud the sorry, the very makers of
the genuipe arvicle are mwade to assist
iu the fruud. A%plicatlun is made to
thein for new lubels for u large lot of
their goods, said to have becowne dam-
aged on the outside by being placed
iu & flooded cellar, or sowething of that
kind, and the new labels thus procured
are placed on the old bottles, und the
deception is complete.

The safest way not to get clieated in
this manner is to eschew all ?utent
wediciones. Bot the advice would not
be followed if one were Lo give it for
nothing. There are too meuy drug-
drinkers lu the world who thick they
caunot live without making medicine-
chests of themselyes. And then there
some specitics which are really valu-
uble iz certaln cuases, and having o
known virtue will be sought after by
invalicts and be recommended, by the
faculty.

But those who practice such decep-
tions ouzht to be severely punished if
discovered, and we should think that
now the sbuse has become koown, tbe
proprietors of patent medicines would
not be very ready to issue labels to ir-
responsible parlies. This pnew fraud
shows the swindling spiritof the tines,
and bhow the pubiicare imposed upon
by cunning rogues who wight turo
their taleuts in an bonorable direction.
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NEW METHOD OF CAPITAL
PUNISHMENT ;

SoME easteru papers are advocating
electricity as a humane method of cup-
ital pouishinent. **Hanging is played

hood Yrupon:!eruncs mizut establish a
a locul equihibrium by “"making a ruid
on the nelghborivg Mormons.” This
ldea springs from the common ignor-
unce ahout our affuirs. That editor
will be surprised to learn that accord-
fug to the lalest authorized census,
Utah has over six thousaud wmore males
thuu fewmules. So, according to this,
there are no *‘sarplus women,” iu
Utih to spare to the suwrrounding
"Perritories.

And even here,lwhere maraying is
supposed to be the principal bLusiuess
wr comsou diversion, there are lurge
nuwmbers of young women whohave no
nusoands apd who seem doomed to
single blessednesa(?). Maurriage does
uul #eemw to depend so0 much upon the
equality or inequality ol the sexcs as
upon the dlsposition of the “‘lords of
creation’” to couple up with the ludies.
(o where you will, unless it-is in some
mining cawp, of Other reglon wlere
g circumstances ubd surroundings
are such as to exclude women to a
great extent, and you will 1oud plenty
of opportunities for men to wmarry, if
they are so incljned.

The rightfulpness and practicability
of plural marriuge do uot rest upon the
question 0f the relative numbers ot
waes and femalesin & State or Terrl-

tory, 4 city or u town. Inclination and
attlpity mast be considered in the mat-
ter. The way ought to be open lor

every woman to marry who chooses to
unite herself 10 oue of the opposite
sex, Wifehood and maternity are ber
natural aims. No womuan Is truly hap-
py or fuliy satisfled until she has
achleved both {u honor. Laws thuat

reveut this are barbarons aud in-
Jhuman. And If so many men
refuse to embiark upon the sea
v matrimony that thonsands of
women remain discousolately upon the
barren and supdy store of sploster-
bood, the way should be made clear
tor tbe ladies 1o double up, if they
can't find Y3 man all o thewselves,”
and if they are sulted it ought to be
nohody elfe’'s bosiness.

If we had our way io this world—
which we do not at present expect to
get—we would throw the pzates of
patrimony wide open. and put huge
barrlers In the way of iilicit commerce
between the sexes. Marrlage should
be promoted and encourayed,
‘wnlle sexual  vice should  be
‘repressed and punisbed. Apd there
shounld be no such thiog as **surplus
women' in suy part of the ¢ountry.

The world is out oi jeint ou the mar-
riage question, and society peeds a
thorouﬁh renovation from top to. bot-
tom.
erty or of the sexes i3 impracticable,

But the means 0 Obtaining sll that is |

sofficient for a comiortable livetihood

out,*” was-the boast of ruftians o some
easteru cities, not loue age. But this
was 110t because some better mode of
intiicting the death penalty had been
adopted, but becanse the execnlion of
the luws was 80 miserably enforced. A
bill bas been wtroduced in the New
York .State Legisiature, for the ap-
pwintment of a commissiou to investi-
gate and report on the nest method of
putting condemned persons to death,

enties—Jacob Getes and C. D. Field-
sted:

There were alsn a2 nomber of Presi- [
dents of Btakes and imany jeading
brethren from various portions of this |
aud other Territories,

swindling generation everybody must| Of the Presiding Councll of the Sev- | huve the HolyGhost,which is thesame, | elsewhere. Others zo into the mines

The testimouy of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy. The speaker here testitied |
to his knowledge of the fact that the
First Yresideucy were guided by the
gower of the Holy Ghost,being directed |
y revelution from Jesus Christ. He
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and other places in suinmer, make a
little money and retyrn to the seltle-
ments in winter, where they spend the
time in idleness, and thus lead aimless
lives, without an¥ proper object
ahend of them. Yarents and others

The Conference was called to order|related a number of instances, fur- | should, when there is no pbysical wark
for use or consunmptlon, and folks |py Apostle Franklin D. Hichards, who | uisbed by the scriptures, showing that | for them w0 perform, scek by every
scarcely kuow for certaln what they [ condueted the proceedings.

The choir sane:

“Arise! Avise! with joy survey
The glory of the latter duy.”

The openibg pruyer was offersd by
President Joln D. T. McAllister, of
5t. George Stake, alter wiich the
cholr sang:

“Father, how wide Thy glories shine
How high Thy wounders rse.”
ATOSTLY F. D. RICHARDS

addressed the Conference. [t was very
deligzutiul thut we found ourselves so
comtortubly sitnated. ‘The pood people
of Provo uad exeried themselves two
fit up a place for us to meet in.
As usual, however, the pluce was too
smull., We lluve grest reasoun to re-
joice, although we have vnot so much
liberty as formerly. We cannot uow

ve the First Presidency with us, and
others who have heretofore exercised
their calling iu our midst. Butitis
{ decreed that thiose who will live godly
in Christ shall suffer persecution. It
| 15 just us necessary for us 1o test such
sayiugs as that und others, us to veri-
{ Iy those of » wore gluddening descrip-
| ticu, The work of God isysubject to
vurious chabpes, as in nature the sea-
sons alternate, and this is necessary in
order 1o produce thc wost happifying
resalts. The adverse eircumstinces
through which We are passiog
ure ueedful for our proper de-
velopmeut. Qur spiritnal patures
are improved by them. We should
view our present ordeals from
that standpoiot and acknowledze the
hund of God in ull things. ‘Those
things that svem the most tryiog way
be sanctifled to us a8 the wost , prolitic

boly men of varigns ages aund dispen-
sutious had taken a sinilar course.
Let it be kpown that God bad reveated !
to the Firat Presidency that It was well |
{or them to keep out of the way for a
season. ‘T'hose who have the testi-
mwony of Jesus will kuow that this is
the case, for this is thelr privilege.
Elder H, H. Cluff, of the Presidency

rangeinents had been made for the
people of Provo to entertain hospitably
the visitors whQ had come [rom o dis-
tauce. .
Adjourned till balf-past one o*clock.
The choir saug the unthem:

Be glad in the Lord.

Closing prayer by Apostle Heber J.
Grant.

AFTFRNOON SESSION.
The choir sang:

“Happy the man who llnds the grace,
The Llcssings of Giod's thosen race.”

Prayer by Bishop Q. F. Whitney.

“lle died ! the Great Redeemer died
And Israel's daughters wept around,’

was supg by the choir.
‘I'be sucrament of the Lord's supper
was ndminiytered to the conyregsation.
ELDER B. H. ROBERTS

addressed the assemblage. There are
muny things under ¢xisting circum-
stunces Lo cuuse us to rejoice in the
loving kinduess of our licavenly
| Father. Wa can gather streogth from
i our preseut situation. There sk other
Lilnus connected with our surround-
ings, however, that cuause us mucn
anxiety. So far asthe {lnal triumph of
the Kiogdom of God is coucerped

source of blessing. This fife at most
i8 but 1 speck in our existence.
The spesker felt to regret thuat the
{ brethren of the Presidency could not
De present, but tuey were with us in
spirit if they ¢ould not be here in per-
son. 'The last word recelved from our
worthy,veuerable sud respected Presi-
dent of the Church was to the effect
thiat he was i good health and devot-
ing himself constautly to the interests
of ¢the work of God. Qur brethren
who hold leadiug positions are some-
times taunted with belng in hiding,
| This {5 no new sitnation for men of
God. History atfords Dumnerous ex-
amples of a similar kind. Let not the
ople be seized with the spirit of fear.
ther let them rejolce, for a brighter
duy I3 pear. I[f we aure united, those
who assemble to hear the ipstructions
riven will be fed with spiritual fooa.
he duwnicg of a glorious duy has
come. The light of tne milienniom is
tinging the horizon ot eursky. It is
necessary that we purge ourselves
frow every evil, that we muy be pre-
pared for whut 18, in the providence of
God, approaching.

Electricity seems to he the favorite | AI'OSTLE JOIN W. TAYLOR
mode—iu theory; how it would au- |complimented the people of Prove on

swer in practice has not yet been dew -
onstruted. The supposcd superior-
ity of this over the bauging process is
lu the shisence of the uunsightly para-
phernuliy of the scuffold and the Fope,
the certuintly of its action and the ub-
seuce of physical sufering. It is pos-
slble that the Mrst recowmeuduation
muy have somcthing in it. Butitis
not sure that no mistake would be
made, that a culprit might not be half
or three-quariers killed by the shoek,
and that his sufferipgs might
not be greater asud wmore prolonged
than by toe old method, It is allexed
by electrieiuns of expericnve that
it would be both sn uocertajn and a
cruel means of death,and thatitis very
doubtinl if an Instrumeot counld be
constructed under ordioary circum-
stances that would give a cuorrent

fail,

There ought to be a better mode
adopted than the barbarous plan now
1 vorue, of choking u criminul to
death tige a dog. The right way would
be to follow the flgtof Deity: *'Whoso
sheddeth maw’s blood, by man shall
Lis blood be shed. This is mot com-
plied with by lhanging, neither
wonld It Dbe by an  electric
shock. The murderer's blood should
be poured out as the only atonement
he can make for his crime. Snooting
or decapitation would accomplish this,
und be preferable to either the common
or proposed metnod, as certain, swift
and instautdveous. It need not be so
public us to shock the sensesof the
muititude, and could be divested of
the horrors that atteud 1 common ex-
ecutive by hauging.

That i8 **blood atopement,' about
which 50 mupy people talk jn their
ignorance, und is the peunalty pro-

uoupced wpon the man-sisyer { the
great Creator whose word snould be

| the supreme law,
|
edistribution, either of prop-|
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FIFTY-SIXT1l ANNUAL CON-
FEREXCE. -

atrong enough to kill & wau without |

should be open to 8l uouest men, and | The]Fifty-sixth Aonuul Conference of
of reuching the full object of her being | the Chiurch of Jesus Corist of Latter-
to every virtuous aad marriage-titted | day Saints ennvened in the Provo Tub-
WOMAL. eruscle Sunday morning, April 4, 1886,
shortly before 11 o’¢lock.

Ou the stand were: Of the Councli of |
the Twelve Aposties—Franklin 1).
Richards, John Ieu&v South, Heber J.

aylor,

BOGUS PATENT MEDICINES.

. 3 B Granot und John VY. ] 1
“Turne's cheating in all'trades but| Patrlarch of the Church— John :’g‘#gll_ngr:’h“‘r;ggggs‘“l{{’,h{’l‘;“g::;?gé
ours,’”! |8 an old saying, That this is a | Smith. the spint of prophecy they claimto

or existence oif prophets, notwith-

the e
im which the Couference wus held.

W
‘| this way tne tirst meetine of the pen-
eral’ gathering, there was such a full
attendance. ”f‘he meetiny sof the Saints
were largerand more futeresting since
the present legal persecutions began.
This was a yratifyiog result, It was a
tnatter of regret to see wien renouance
their relipious priociples und their
families. . It was, however, a matter of
rejoiciog that so muny were so wllling
to stand by their covenants like men,
Toe oppressious thut were directed
againgt the Church were necessary
tv cleanse it from those who were
bypocritical and otherwise unworthy.
Soue process badd been permitted by
divine providence for the same pur-
pose 1n =very diepeusation. This lat-
ter-day one had ils peculiar means tor
that purpose. In relerence to our
leading men cowming forward and ac-
cepting of the pendlties upd humilia-

xcellent churacter of the bulldlﬂg
e

tlon which ‘iheir enemies were
anxious to hesp upon themn, they
had to be subject ~ in these
matters to the will of God.

Their natural inclinations might lead
thew to thus present themselves to be
takenr within the power of their ene-
wies, but they must be ruided by what
the Alizighty manpitests a5 his
mind upon the subject. The First
Presideucy are Prophets, Seers and
Revelutors to the Churck. Were
it not s0 we, as o people would be the
subjects of 1 delusion 2nd o spare. But
we know that this work is- founded

a8 glud to see that, motwithstanding |

there can be 1o guestion in the minds
of the Lutter-day Salots. The purposes
of God will be accomplished. " The
puny strength of 1nan will be incompe-
tent to cope with the strength of Jeho-
vih, whose purposes shall be bronght
to & skccessful isspe. It is oot tnat
that is a cause of snxiety with the
Sajpts. There are things, howewver,
that should arowse them to more
watechiulness to stay the pregress of
evils existing inthe community. A re-
cent tour of the Territory uuder the
anspices of the Improvement societies
bas exhibited the condition of the
youung people especielly. Those ac-
quainted with the youny of this com-
tounity caunot help but admire churac-
teristics manifesied by them.Thespeak-
eT had seen malv of thew voder L:Rring
circumstances in the Soutlern hMis-
ston. It nad led him 1o appreciate their
Inaphood, their lack of bypocrisy aund
guile. Thousands of themn have set
| their faces as a fint for the mainten-
ezoce of truth as incorporated in the
work of God. While their educational
sttainments may not generally be
great, vet they posseas the character-
1stics that constitute the foundation of
true greatness. This is the case with
them us a rule. But whbile the majorilt_iy
of them ure of the class described,
there are still many of them who are
uot converted to the Gospel of Jesas
Christ. Perhaps the number of this
latter class 18 greater thun many would
be willing to udmit. I’erbaps the
cause of this condition is because
sutficient attention has not been given
hy parents and others to the subject
of clearly explaining to them what are
called the first principles of the Gos-
peli—fuith, @repentance, baptism by
inmerston for the remission of sing,
the reception of the lloly Ghost, tem-

erance, virtue, charity und godliness.
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rious parts of the earth were plainly
and diligently taught upon all those
subjects, and why should uot the youth
within the Church to a jurger exteut
than now, ‘lhose who were indoc-
trinated io those prionciples gathered to
these  wvalleys, that, tn  addition
Lo the spiritual advantages ac-
cruing  from obedience to the
Gospel the{; might Jay s fonndation for
temporal Uenefits. It 18 a1 question
whether, in building up In temporali-
ties some of the weizhtier matters of
the law were not almost lost sight
of. The promise given through
the volce of Prophecy wias that the
Saints were Lo ather for the purpose
of being tunght in the ways of the Lord
that they might walk iu l{is paths. This
regenerative work was to be dune by
pastors who should feed the people
with understanding. Perbaps the
teachings given by the servants of the
Most High hud not beer acted upon

uron the princi le of contintous rev-
elation. The Holy Ghost is the medi-
um of communicatlon betweéen divin-
ity and humanity. The ecriptures
written bythe power of that spyrit,
Sy thata wise inan foreseeth anevil
and cscapes from jt.
thority says the fool takes a
opposite. conrse. Noal, belng pos-

|

So with other prophets.
tbe power of the Spirit that a
man kpows thit Jesus js the
Curisy, It cunnot be knoown by
Elﬁ' other power. Hence Yau] says:
‘“No man cau say that Jesus is the
Christ except by tbhe Holy Ghost.™
Thut is, he cannot suy so truthfully.
Yet tae peu;l)le of the world whoare|
religious will claim to be possessed ol
the Holy Ghost, yet deny the necessity’

with sullicient strictness. Much is said
ubout the sacredness of the fawmily re-
lationship. This §s a favorite theme

of thhe Dtah Stake, anpounced that ar-{ poailions.

hose who received the Gospel in va- |

availuble meaus to indnce them to ex-
plore the flelds of knowledse thut by
wide information the rauge of their
usviulness may bLe expanded. The
speaker dwelt for some time upou the
responsibilities resting upon those of
ufl ages who held the Priesthood, and
the results of not discharging the -
portunt duties conuecrved with their
Ile read {rom a revela-
tlon in the Book of Doctrive and
| Covenunts showing the displeasure
|of the “Lord ugajust idleness,
the disobedience of childreu, and
| the existence of the splrit of greedi-
ness. These evils in the past had
caused judrment to fall ugon the peo-
pie. The position of the Almizhty
upon that subject was uuchaopged.
The sooner we sanctify our hearts,
|88 Latter-day Saints, the earller
wlll the dark clouds now hovering oyer
the Churcirbe cleared awuy, und the
sunshine of peace and prosperity beam
upou it. ‘The Saiots will be scourged
and punished, by u loviur Fatber Iu
| Heaven, until tiey are purified.

APOSTLE HEBER J. GRANT

was the next speaker. lle hoped there
| would be 4 copious outpouring of the
Holy Spirit during Couference., When
fwe assemble and receive inspiration
| from God we are better prepared for
the battle of iife and the performance
of all our duties. It is uecessary to
have an appetite for and to
partake of spiritual food in order to
grow in a kuowledge of the truth., Ue
¢ould testity, with Brother 1'uylor,that
the persecutions througb which the
| Chureh is passing is buving & good ef-

fect in stlrrigi; the Siints up to
greater faithfulpess. It has ‘ever
caused an awakening among

those who were former]y lukewuarm in
the work. True, sorae who were sup-

osed to be true bave stepped aside

rom the path of integrity. DBut where
| one bas doue this muny have stepped
forward to fiil up the ranks of the
faithiul, that the frout presented migzht
be upobroken. Nothing gives i man so
mueh satistzction us a knowledge that
he is walking in accordance with the
prowptines of duty. Nothing creates
greater misery than a departure from
that line of action. ‘fthis was exem-
|plited iu the <cases of those
who  batd” shrumk from 1neet-
ing an issue between religion and
the world iu the courts. He did not
hesitate to say that those who suffered
unprisonment and other similar con-
ditions felt much better than those
who falled at the trying inoment.
There is nothing dearer %0 the buman
beart than liberty, Most projperly con-
stituted men would rather sacrifice life
toan purt withit. Bota love of liber-
ty should not be permitied toextingaish
a determination to obey the command-
ments of God,

The speaker endorsed the remark of
DBrother IRoberts.regarding the duties
of purents to children. erhaps the
revelation from which he quoted was
not riven the importance that neces-
sarily attached to it. Brother Grant
-then read furtber from the same part
of the Book of Doctrine apd Coven-
enants. The gquotytion has special
reference to the command of the Lord
to purents to teach their children the
principles of the Gospel, indicating
that in cases where this duty is pot

erformed the sins of the children rest
argely upon the parents. Some peo-
| ple think that children should not be
taught upon religious subjects until
they grow to watuarity ard can chnose
| for themselves. Such surely have nota
firm testimouy of the trith of the
Gospel as revealed through Joseph
Smith., Why should there be any hesi-
|tanev about teaching children that
which is true? Young people cannot
1 ne expected to grow up and bear the
fruits of the Gospel when the seeds of
.truth have not been Sowno in their
minds, The revelation referred to in
regird to children was givenas a Jaw
to Ziont wnd her stakes, and cannot he
lightly treated with imupunity. The
speaker related an incident wherein a
manattended to family pruyers when he
nad visitors, Hischiid asked him how
it was Lhut he ooly bad prayers when
te had cowmpany. That was the poor-
est kind of teaching to that man’s
children, as it taught them that thelr
father was a hypocrite. lle prayed
merely to be heard and thonght well of
by man, and notof God. Tlere shoald
be harmony between ouyr professions
and practices,

PREST, JOIN D. T. M"ALLISTER,

of St. George Stuke, was the npext
speaker. He expressed pleasure at
what he had heard, and said [ hall

with the People of the world, yet their
family obligations are only forwed for

circle by the Saints, than can possibly

T'he Sairts ure
organized from youth to age, in vari-
ous forms, for the general weua], Yet|

from the south, where there are many
living who practice what they preach—

The sime au- | time.” How much more sauctity should | which is in accordance with the com-
recisely | be attached' to home and the domestic |‘maodments of God.

[ There ure some
ernng ones 1o that region, but efforts

sessed of the Holy Ghost foresaw toe | be connecled with it in the minds of |«tre beinyg made to wiu them baek tothe
flood and prepared against the evil duy. | others. ‘Lheir asoeiations are founded | fold of Ghirist.
it i8 by upou :n eteroul basis.

In representinyg that
Stake I have to say there is azood peo-
ple there,und that the season 18 propi-
tiods, The floods of last year set u greag

. most carefully and effectually instruc- | iu the boot unit the

all oreanizations pale in point of jm- | many back intheir temporal aftairs, but
portance before that of home. [t is they bave notlost kope. Fifty mles
there where the youug could be'the | below St. George the growing wheat is
Feople ire cotling
the prineiples of eter- | their tirst crop of lucern. At St.
nal lite. A grave responsibility rests | George the people ure placed at & dis-
sowewhere upou the subject, Duriag |udvantage throoeh uot havinyg thetr
the winter months there 1s u great part | dam ju the river rebuiit, but it is heped
of the time when there is no physical | thatit will} be in time to irrigate their
employment for the young meu, They cru\ps.
are consequently lnduced to leave the We are nota perfect people, but we
restraints of home abd seck work!are striving to improve, and trust that

ted an



