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66 THE DESERET NEWS
vI1 DISCOURSE
by elder wilford1171ford woodruff delivered

invi thefhe tabernacle saltsall I1 h
lavalejlay morninemorning fibjb lof 1867 1

iiilep it beemsseems to hahaap failenfallen ito my lot this
morning to occupy a little time with the
brethren and sisters I1 desire that I1
may have the attention of the people
also a good degree of the spirit of the
lord for I1 have lived long enough and
have had experience enough in this
church to know that I1 cannot edifedifyy any-
body by talking to them unless I1 do
enjoy the holholy spirit in bhethe first
place I1 do not lowknow what to sabaysayy to the
people only as that spirit kiymay direct
meime and I1 am dependent uponit not
only in this duty but in all the duties
of life both tempotemporalralandand spispiritual

I1 rejoice in the goodness and mercy of
god and in the principles of the gospel
of life and salvation thathe has revealed
in our day and generation for our exal-
tation and his glory I1 feel that of all
people under the heaven we have the
greatest reason to rejoice be thankful
faithful prayerful and humble beforeithethe lord our god the lord has seen
fit to organize the kingdom and put it
into our hands to build up he hasha
committed to us theth plan of salvation
and has given us the holy priesthood
revelation and an organ even theth e
government of god whereby we can
go to work herehero on the earth and mag-
nify our callings fulfillfulfil the object of our
creadoncreationI1 and receive ordinances and
blessings which will give us exaltation
and glory in the presence of gdG d and
the lamb this is as much as he has
ever done for any people whateverthat ever dwelt
upon the face of the earth it is as much
as any of our fathers ever possessed
and while I1 look around me azidand re-
flect upon the preset state of the na-
tions of the earth I1 feel as though ibbeit be-

i
comes us as a people to arm ourselves
with the power of god and every gift
advantage privilege and blessing with-
in our reach that wowe may be prepared
for the great day of almighty god and
the great events that awaitawalt us and this
generation for more interesting events
never did take place in any period of
the worlds history than will transpire
in this the last dispensation of the
falness of times it is true that the

1 speed with which the lord will propel
or hasten the events of the last days will
depend to some extent upon our union
obedience good works and faithfulness
in keeping his commandments but on
the other hand the actual fulfillmentfulfilmentent of
gods purposes with regard to this gen-
eration does not depend upon us but
our blessings and the blessings of all
men depend on theor course of con-
ductdu

the lord has shed his blood for the
redemption of all men out of every na-
tion under heaven but he will deal
with all according to the deeds done in
the body and he has commenced acon-
troversytroversy with the present generation in
all nations which will never cease until
the consumption decreed on the face of
the earth is perfected andandaashas its fulfillfulfil
ment the facttact that the lord will re-
ward all men nations people and gen-
erationserations according to the deeds donedoze in
the body was manifest in the days of
israel for after leading israel forty
years inn the wilderness when they were
about entering the promised land moses
went and plead with the lord to give
him the privilege to go over into canaan
buethebut the lord told moses he could not
go and he gave his reasons why in
factet he would not permit anybody to
go who came out of egypt over twenty
years of age except galeb and joshua
they had kept the commandments of
god fulfilled his will and manifested
their faith in him all the time hence
those two men were permitted to go
over with the gegenerationneration bom in the
wilderness or at least with that portion

I1 of them not over twenty years of age
the lord said I1lamiamam goinggoin to give this

people thetho land of canaan that I1 pro-
mised their fathers and I1 am going to
destroy those nations now inhabiting it
but I1 want you israel to understand
that I1 am not going to do so because of
your righteousness for you have been
rebellious forty years in the wilderness
and I1 have been angry with and should
have cut you off many times hadbad it not
been for the pleading of moses but I1
am going to cut off these nations bo
cause their cup of iniquity is full be-
cause they have sinned unto death and
are ripe for the damnation of hell and
I1 will give the land of canaan to the
children of israeliisrael the seed ofabraham
not that they are very good ithemselvesemselves
buthut I1 have labored with them they

havehaveryay ordinances and blessings and
they are the best peopeopleae I1 have see

I1 deuteronomy chap 9ajN g

I1 have faithfalth in godiod and in the relefarevela-
tions dfdejesusjesus christ given in these last

jeays abdinaldin thethoetick of jose in thehe
1 of judah which are theZ bible and

the babok ofaf geormomormonfi andas I look for-
ward to their fulfillmentfulfilment on the earth I1
will aasayy that it pains my heart and feel-
ings when I1 reflect on the history of the
present generation I1 do not believe
thabthat god eveverr sawaw a morealmore wickedCkedhed gen-
eration than the one in which we live

1 I donatd belleve thauthat any of those cities
or nationationsbs namely Sosodombodomdomandand gomor-
rah the Canaan ites hivilesHivites hittitesHittites
or Periperlsites ever were as guilty or com-
mitted more crime than the christian
world todayto day they are given over to
allball manner of wickedness the whole
earth groans in pain under the abomi-
nations that reign on the face thereof
look at our own gooddod christian coun-
try the united states at europe and

1 all the world where can any man be-
holdholdhoid the semblance of righteousness or
righteous works what is the seed that
is sownbown what is the conduct of men
all the editors of papera in all countries
andund the priests in every pulpit wickedwicked
tasas they are themselves are crying out
against it and they are ashamed of the
abominations that continually rise be
bore them day and night whenever a

nation t generation or govern
amentment forsakes virtue and departs from
righteousness becomes corrupt and pro-
motes evil and this principle is mani-
fest from centre to circumference it
brings on its own head dissolution de-
structionst and ruin because the lord
will deal with all according to their
deeds

there is no manchoman who traveled in the
united states england and among the
nations abroad thirty or thirty four
years aagogo and who has traveled in those
nations oiof late years but who is aston-
ished at the change0 which is manifest
right here in our own government in
every department thereof from head to
foot and not only there but it is so in
almost all situations under heaven the
majority of men neither acknowledge
god nor regard man but every man is
for gratifyingratifying his own passions and car-
rying out his own desires even should
it involve the sacrifice oiof the rights of
millions of the human family it mat-
ters not

the inhabitants of the earth general-
ly acknowledge not the hand of god in
anything and they are making a con-
tinued effort to uproot the only people
who do acknowledge his hand and who
are trying to build up his kingdom
while I1 look over the earth undand see the
peoplepeppie thus destitute of the spirit 0off
god3 0d committing the works of darkness
endenduringaring thotha of satan andand
with the judgments of god right at
their doors I1 feel brethren and sisters
that we as latter day saints should
watch unto prayer and live continually
before the lord in such a manner that
we may understand the signs of the
times every one of us should labor as
though it were the last day of our lives
that we may obtain and enjoy what-
ever privileges and blessings the lord
has placed within our reach we should
be united together that burour righteous-
ness prayers and good works may come
up before the lord I1 believe in good
works ilamanif aman does not that which is
good he does that which is evil
if he keeps not the commandments
of god he breaks them and will
be punijunipunishedshed with the loss of salvation
and exaltationesaiesaltation in the presence of god
but if a man willmil be baptisedbaptizedsed for the re-
mission of his sins and have handsbands laid
on him for the holy ghost and will
heepkeep gods commandments receive his
endowments hisbig patriarchal blessing
and the holy priesthood and continues
faithful before the londlordlord he magnifies
his calling that is what the lord
sent him for and that is what we are all
sent for to keep our estate by observing
the law of god and acting up to the
light that god has revealed to us

I1 am aware and satisfied that no man
can be saved only as liebe keeps the com-
mandmentsmand ments of god it is true the blood
of jesus cleanses from all sin the lord
has shed his blood and laid down his
life for the redemption of the human
family but notwithstanding this we
never shall obtain salvation and exalt-
ation in the presence of god unless we
obey the gospel and those laws and
commandments that the lord reveals
I1 rejoice that there are a fewfeiy people
and that I1 have the privilege of being
associated with them who hairehave em-
braced the gospel of christ we need

not marvel nor feel surprised at the
feelings of the nations around us or that
the presentpresent generation should oppose
usis and go tp avery lengthen
their operations even in a governmental
capacity to ry and overthrow thechurch
andkid kingdom of god i they do hotnotnot like
this kingdom they do not understandand
what right thetha lord has to establish a
kingdom in the last days ttheyhcy do not
believe that the earth I1is the Llords0rds and
the aulnefalnessSS thethereof they ddo0 not believebelleve
that the cattle on a thousand hills are
his they do not believe that heaven
is his throne and that the earth isli hishib
footstool and although he has left hishie
record and testimony which have been
before the christian world for genera-
tions that he will raise a righteous peo-
ple and will establish a kingdom and
will come and reign on the earth yet
they do not believe these things butnut
we who have looked forward to this for
years past are right in the midst of this
work and to build up this kingdom is
certainly a most interesting labor and
one in which I1 rejoice and I1 want to
live in that way and nihniamahnerfinertiner that I1imaymay
have the spirit of the lord to guide
direct and assist me in whatever duties
I1 may have to perform 4

I1 have no fears with regard to whatnihat
this generation may do or attempt to
do for I1 know that if wowe will do our
duty we shall be saved one thing ieif
certain if the lord deals withsith all men
accordiaaccording to the deeds done in the body
the seedbeed now being sown in the worm
will bridbrinbringg death misery destruction and
sorrow upon the heads of the nations of
the earth the lord is going to visit
this generation and his judgments will
be severe and they who undertake to
overthrow the church and kingdom of
god fight against bimhimdimandand nishis work
will nindfind they will not make headway j

for the lord has decreed that he would
establish his work in the last daydaylandsand
his word will certainly bobe fulfillfulfilleddd I1
will say that destruction awaits this
generationi the heavens are full ofjudg-
ments and the angels of god with the
slaughtering weapons in their handshauft are
waiting in his presence in
heaven as the prophet sawby vision to
go andnud reap down the earth TheThoprophet
Eezekielzekiel had a vieview of this on one oc-
casion when the lord told him that
those men with the destroy ing weapons
weretereyere commanded to go and reapsreap down
the earth one of their number had a
writers inkinkhornlornborn and he was command-
ed to set a mark on those who sighed
and cried over the abominations gonaom
bitted on the earth and the angel
went forth and setsetaa markark on those wwhoh0
kept the commandments of god the
rest followed and slew every man ex
capt those who were thus marked TheyThy
began at the sanctuaryandkudandaud it was inin
the last days and judgments surely
await this generation because their
wicked actsnets bring judgment on them-
selves but with the latter day saints
everything depends on their faithfulnessfaithful nesneb
before the lord

I1 have a desire to see this people faith-
ful the lord has stayed his hand in
judgment until this gospel could be
preached to all nations before the end
came and yearsyeara ago he latter
day saintsfaints to gogc forth in faith and
without fear and bear tetestimony of the
thinthings of the kingdom of god and
salsaisaidsalddilehe theyathey who reject you and your
testimony of me I1 will curse and des-
troy for my judjudgmentsments shall follow
with thunder tempests
storms fire sword and plague williwill 1I
plead with all flesh and the slainanin of the
lord shall be many the lord has
commenced his work and his promised
judgments are in process of fulfillmentfulfilment

wowe could not build up this kingdom
make it spread and wildmildbuildupup zion if the
lord did not work for us the powers of
darkness and evil that are so universal
would uproot and destroy the kingdom
of Ugodod from the face of the earth if the
lord almighty did not defendmitolt and
cut of the bitter branches it would be
in the same position as the city ofEnoch
and as christ andana his Aposapostlesfiesfles and as
thetho prophets in many dispensations
were there would be no room forfbi it
but it and every righteous principle
would be by the powers
ofor darkness and death we however
have the promise of the lord that he
has set his hand for the last time to es-
tablish his kingdom and that hollihe will
fight for mountbrount zion and will utterly
cutoffcut off those who fightlight against it then
we need not trouble oursourselveselveselies about
what our cienemieslemies kiymay do whether they
are hereinherebere in utah at washingwashingtonon or in
any other part odtheof the world we need
not trouble ourselves about this our
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our life amunds with linmingled elgh tanvan lade
the good aandauddovilevilovil mix in evry grade
full oft the bitter and the sweet combine
and prickly thornsthornsmIthwith fragrant roses twine
thistleswhistleses associate with most lovely flowers
and coilingcolling serpentss bask in pleasures bowers

the saints of god themselves to prove
anddmon theth e earth prepare

to enter royal courts above
and dwell in glory there

mustmost both the light and darkness view
sunshine and tenitempestpest meet

hustlin taste the good and evil too
tethe bitter and the sweet

it matters not what illsliis we may surmount
ifuwewe butbat turn them all to good account
irveave draw honey like the Desdodespretoretcret
prom all the powpoisonous things our paths beset

andjeV And jf we pattern from the bee
liwweilweliwell treasure forlor eternity
somesonne real good some precious smsweett
from every circumcircumstance we meet

whatever of the substance ofbf earth wowe lay by
likeuke the dew of the morning Is subject to fly
be it little or much what experience we gain
let us go where we will we are sure to retain

Ititkinskings and queens we ever rlviseriseetoto be
out the changes of eternity

ala wellborwellweilfoylozlor usug while heroin time to learn
to know ourselves andrtand ner to discern

to study the dealings andangandana ways of the lord
in each passing occurrenceoccurenceenee of life

to eaviaeai h student will yield a prolific reward
with wisdoms best precedents rife

see that leanloan miser whose sparse meagmeagre board
weeps with starvation oer hisbis glitglitteringtring hoard
Mshis soul absorbo his future gains to plan

f I1

holds abnbno kind fellowship for fellow man
illshis witherld hearthenrt unstained in friendships

mould
bears no affinity to ought but gold
at length the call Is issued from on high

in spite of all his riches llelieh0 must die
nlNakesakeakkadaddaa poor as job ofallail bereft
allaili thetho hard earnings ofhis life are left
havinge bosbestbestowed no ticatreasures on his mind
hejig doesjoesgoes and leaves his wealth lilshis all behind

to know that he has played the fool
and nowow the ignoramus goes to school
sebe ththe vainEvala butterfly that courted shodshow
fluttering and dazzling herohere awhile below
death camename itlt her ashes

therethero
and needs to us where

ie
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what Is lifes gaudy splendor its pride and itits
show

they likeilke the bubbles that burst as they
go90

and what are thetha honorbononi i the world applauds
high

bilings eadyteadyt toptoyto perisherish theythuy live but to die
i

insubstantial happiness we would vinwin
ntyot to domecomecome andana to go 4as tho tide

we must plant the principle deep within
and the gelngeiagem will abide

andana god hthandly given to us a law
bybyi which we may sweet consolation draw
from scenes sersorrowrowandand distress
erom all the ills which heart and life oppress
the rlrightht to acknowledge illsfits own kind hand

in allail that transtranspirespings on earth
this those who can understand

Isrig abon of celestial worth
i

thelathetburchhurch belowelorelom

satansata n has sourousoughtht
to overthrow
to bring to nought

beatblat evryevry evil purpose
aggressiontonsonon aggressaggressorsorgori have recoiled

god overrulesover rules i 4

malice and hate
foes are but tools

ttoatoto make us great
allail ano mid fog and thunder will be wisevise
oer every billow will victorious rise

fear and alarm
may spread abroad
bothin0 will harat
the saints of god

Those who arearc saints of god in very aeeddeed
n present help in timeume of needyliwitIA I1

ouroar eyeeyo to tuo marhmark we must steadily keep
by 1

like awell steere ship on tilethe mightymightV deep
arlien the winds and seas beat high

with god himself at the heimhelm to steer
with his servants side by side

Thes tonn and the billows we need not fear
forthefonfor the ship will safely ride

VV

on onward in spite of the breakbreaubreakersersors ahead
with thehe banner of life ld

truth forpor our mottomottos withyit feariessfearless troadtread
wellweil marchmanch aati the head of the world
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