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66 . | | THE DESERET NEWS.
| ;‘ have my ordinances and blessings, and
- gﬂﬂm- P:.[BCGURBE . they are the best people 1 have. 1'[Siae
By Elder Wilford Woodruff, delivered Deuftere chap. 95 . |
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Full oft the bitter and the sweet combine,

And prickly thorns, with fragrant roses twine—
Thistles associate with most lovely flowers,
And coiling serpenls bask in pleasure’s bowers,

The Saints of God, themselves to prove,
And on the earth prepare,
To enter royal courts above,
And dwell in glory there,
Mast both the light and darkncss view—
' Sunshine and tempest meet:
. Must taste the good and evil too—
The bitter and the sweet,

I matters not what ills we may surmount,

If we but turn them all to good account;

If we draw honey like the “Descret”

From all the pois’nous things our paths beset,
JAnd if we pattern from the bee,
We'll treasure for Eternity,
Some real good—some precious sweet
From every circumstance we meet.

Whate'er of the substance of earth we lay by,
Like the dew of the morning, is subject to fiy:
Be it little or much, what experience we gain,
L€t us go where we will we are sure to retain.

IfKings and queens we ever rigeto be,
Thro’ outl the ¢hanges of Eternily;

"Tis well tor us, while here in time, to learn
__Toknow ourselves, and others fo discern.

7o sludy the denlings and ways of the Lord *
dn each passing ecenrence of life,

To each student, will yield a prolific reward,
VWith wisdom’s best precedents, rife.

BSee that lean miser, whose sparse, meagre board
W eeps with gtarvation o’er his glitt'ring hoard;
Hig soul absorb'd, his future gains to plan,
Holds no kind fellowship for fellow man—
His wither’l heart, unstamp’d in friendship’s
mould,

Bears no aflinity to ought but gold.

At length the call is issued from on high—
In spite of all his riches, he must die; °
Naked, and poor as Job—ofall bereft—
All the hard earnings of his life are left;
Having bestow’d no treasures on his mind,
He goes and leaves his wealth—his all, behind,
Except to know that he has played the fool;
And now, the ignoramus goes to school, -

See the vain butterfly that courted show—
Fluttering and dazzling here awhile below:
Death came — it metamorphos'd her — she's
- there— !
And necds a microscope to show us where,

- What is life’s gaudy splendor—its pride and its
show?
They are just like the bubbles that burst as Lthey
g0
Aund what are the honors the world applauds
_‘high? ’
Things ready to perish—they live but to die.

. If substantial happiness we would win,
... Not to come and to0 go, as the tide;
We must plant the principledeep within,
And cherish’d, the gem will abide. |

And God hggkindly given to us a law,
By which we may sweet consolation draw,
From scenes of sadnes, serrow and distress—
From all the ills, which, beart and life oppress.
"The right to acknowledge His own kind hand,

/AR In all that transpires on earth—
THie, thisuntio those who can understand,

Is a boon of celestial worth.

The church below,

Satan has sought

To overthrow—

To bring to noughit;
But ev'ry evil purpose has been folled—
Agzressions, on aggressors, have recoiled.

God over-rales

Malice and hate;

I'oes are but tools:

To make us great;
All who, mid fog and thunder, will be wise,
O'ar every billow, will victorious rise,

Fear and alarm _ '

AMay spread abroad—
Nothing wlll harm
The Saints of God.
Those who are Saints of God in very deed,
W'i}l’_ﬁnd a present help in time of need.

Our eye to the mark, we must steadily keep,
As the waves of change roll by;

Like a well steer’d ship on the mighty deep,
When the winds and seas beat high,

With God, Himself, at the helm, to steer—
- With His servants side by side;
The storm and the billows, we need not fear,
For the ship will safely ride.

On, onward, in spite of the breakers ahead,
With the banner of life unfurl’d—
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. speed with which the Lord will propel,

i obedience,

also a good degree of the Spirit of the
Lord, for I have lived long enough, and
have had experience enough in this
Church to know that I cannot edify ang-
body by talking to them unless I do
_ !ﬁ]ﬂ Holy Spirit.. In the first
place, T do not know what to say to the
| people only as that spirit may direct

only in this duty, but ian all the duties
of life, both temporal and spiritual.

God, and in the principles of the gospel

{ of lifeand salvation that He has revealed

in our day and %enera.tion for our exal-
tation and His glory. I feel that of all
people under the heavens we have. the
greatest reason to rejoice, be thankful,
faithful, prayerful and humble before

the Lord our God. The Lord has seert

fit to organize the kingdom and put it
into our hands to build up. He has
committed to us the plan of salvation,
and has given usthe holy priesthood,
revelation and anorganization—even the
Government of God, whereby we can
o to work here on the earth and mag-
nify our callings, fulfil the object of our
creation and receive ordinances and
blessings which will give us exsltation
and glory in -the presence of God and
the Lamb. This is as much as Ile has
ever done for any people thatever dwelt
upon the face of the earth; it is as much
as any of our fathers ever possessed.
And while I look around me, and re-
flect upon the presgnt state of the na-
tions of the earth, I feel as though it be-
comes us as a people to arm ourselves
with the power of God and every gift,

| advantage, privilege and blessing with-
! in our reach, that we may be

Qrepa.red
for the great day of Almighty God, and
the great events that await us and this
generatidn; for more interesting events

the world’s history than will transpire
fulness of times. It is true that the

or hasten the events of the last days will
' depend to some extent upon our union,

in keeping His commandments; but on
the other hand ‘the actual fulfilment of
God’s purpeses with regard to this gen-
eration does not depend upon us, but
our blessings, and the blessings of all
men, depend on thesr course of comn-
duct.

The Lord has shed His blood for the

redemption of all men out of every na-

tiomn under heaven; but He will deal
with all accordin

all nations which will never cease until

the consumption decreed on the face of

the earth is perfected and has its fulfil-
ment.
ward all men, nations, people and gen-

erations according to the deeds done in

Israel; for after leading Israel forty

years in the wilderness, when they were

about entering the promised land, Moses
went and plead with the Lord to give
himthe privilege togoover into Canaan.
But the Lord told Moses he could not
o, and he gave His reasons why; in
fact, He would not permit anj’-body to
go, who came out of Egypt, over twenty
years of age, except Galeb and Joshua.
They had kept the commandments of

their faith in Him all the time, hénce
those two men were permitted to go
over with- the generation born in the
wilderness, or at least with that portion
‘of them not over twenty years of age.

The Lord said, Iam gaoing to give this
people the land of Canaan that I pro-
mised their fathers, and I am going to
destroy those nations now inhabiting it;
but I want you, Israel, to understand
that I am not going to do so beecause of
your righteousness, for you have been
rebellious forty vears in the wilderness
and I have beenangry with, and should
have cut you oflf many times had it not
been for the pleading of Moses; but I
am going to cut off these nations be-
cause their cup of iniquity is full, be-
cause they have sinned unto death and
are ripe for the damnation of hell; and
I will give the land of Canaan to the

With ali truth for our motto, with fearless tread, children of Israel, the seed of Abraham
)

‘We'll march at the head of the world.
G, 8. T. Qity, Feh. 4, 1867,

not that they are very good themselves,
but I have labored with them, they

me; and I am dependent upongit, not

I rejoice in the goodness and mercy of

never did take place in any period of
in this,—the last dispensation of the

to the deeds done in
the body,and He has commenced acon-
troversy with the present generation in

The fact that the Lord will re-

the body was manifest in the days of

!

fore them day and night.
‘people, mnation, generation or govern-
‘ment forsakes virtue and departs from

ood works and faithfulness |

God, fulfilled His will and manifested |

that it pains my heart and feel-
of the

will sa
ings when I reflect on the history

present generation. I do mnot believe

that God ever saw a more wicked gen-
eration than the one in which we live;

‘I do not believe that any of those cities |

or nations, namely, Sodom and Gemor-
rah, the Canaanites, Hivites, Hittites,
or Perisites ever were as guilty, or com-
mitted more crime than the Christian
world to-day. Theg are given over to
all manner of wickedness; the whole
earth groans in pain under the abomi-

nations that reign on the face thereof.

Look at our own good Christian coun-
try,—the United States, at Europe, and
all the world. Where ean any man be-
hold the semblance of righteousness or
righteous works? What is the seed that
is sown? What is the conduet of men?
All the editors of papers in all countries

and the priests in every pulpit, wicke

as they are themselves, are crying out
against it; and they are ashamed of the
abominations that continually rise be-
Whenever a

righteousness, becomes corrupt and pro-
motes evil, and this principle is mani-
fest from c¢entre to circumference, it
brings on its own head dissolution, de-
struction and ruin, because the Lord
will deal with all accorgling to their
deeds.

There is no man who traveled in the
United States, England, and among the
nations abroad - thirty or thirty-four
years ago, and who has traveled in those
nations of late years, but who is aston-
ished at the change whieh is manifest.
Right here in our own government, in
every department thereof, from head to
foot, and not only there, but it is so in
almost all gitnations under heaven; the
majority of men neither acknowledge
God nor regard man, but every man is
for gratifying his own passions and car-
rying out his own desires; even should
it involve the sacrifice of the rights of
millions of the human family, it mat-
ters not.

The inhabitants of the earth, general- ’

ly, acknowledge not the hand of God in

‘anything. and they are making a con-

tinued efiort to uproot the only people
who do acknowledge His hand and who
are trying to build up his Kingdom.
While I look over the earth and see the
people thus destitute of the Spirit of
God, committing the works of darkness
enduring the buffetings of satan, an

with the judgments of God right at
their doors, I feel, brethren and sisters
that we, as Latter-day Baints should
wateh unto prayer and live continually
before the Lord in such a manner that
we may understand the :ilﬁn

times; every one of us should labor as
thongh it were the last day of our lives,
that we may obtain an enjng what-
ever privileges and blessings the Lord
has placed within our reach. Weshould
be united together that vur righteous-
ness, prayers and rgnod works may eome
up before the Lord. I believe in good
works. If aman does not that which is
good he does that which is evil
if he keeps not the commandments
of God he breaks them, and will

| the present generation should
do

eiropera.,t'i;n g .
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not marvel nor feel surprised at Lhe
feelings of the nationsaround us, or that

us, and go

vernmental

,even in
urch

ge
}i;verjﬁ“gmt lengﬁ in -

what right thé Lord has to establish a
kingdom in the last days; they do not
believe that the earth i tﬁe Lords, and
the fulness thereof; they do not believe
that the cattle on a thousand hills are
His. They do not believe that heaven
is His throne, and that the earth is His
footstool; and although he has left hig
record and testimony which have been
before the Christian world for genera-
tions, that he will raise a righteous peo-
ple, and will establish a kingdom and
will come and reign on the earth, yet
they do not believe these things. But
we who have looked forward to this for
years past are right in the midst of "this
work, and to build up this kingdom is
¢Certainly a most interesting labor, and
one in which I rejoice, and 1 want to
live in that way and mafiner that I may
have the Spirit of the Lord to guide,
direct and assist me in whatever duties
I may have to perform.

I bave no fears with regard to what
genetation may do, or attempt to
do, for I know that if we will do our
duty we shall be saved.. One thing is
certain, if the Lord deals with all men
according $o the deeds done inthe body,
the seed now being sown in the world
will bring death, misery,destruction and
sorrow upon the heads of the nations of
the earth. The Lord is going to visit
this generation,and His judgments will
be severe, and théy who undertake to
overthrow the church and kingdom of
God, fight against Him and His work;
will find they will not make headway,
for the Lord has decreed that He would
establish His work in the last days, and
His word will certainly be fulfilled. 1}
will say that destruction awaits this
generation, the heavens are full of judg-
ments, and the angels of God with the
slaughtering weapons in their hands, are
is presence in the Templein
heaven,as the pm%het saw by vision, to
go and reap down the earth. The prophet
Kzekiel had a view of this on one oc-

| casion when the Lord told him that

those men with the destroying weapons
ere commanded to go and reap down

e earth; one of their number had a
writer’s inkhorn, and he was command-
ed to set a mark on those who sighed
and eried over the abominations com-
And the angel
went forth and set a mark on those who
kept the commandments of God; the
rest followed, and slew every man ex-
cept those who were thus marked.-They
began at the sanctuary, and it was in
the last days; and judgments surely
await this generation because their
wicked acts bring judgment on them-
selves, but with the Latter-day Saints
everything dependson their faithfulnessy
before the Lord.

I have a desire to see this people faith-
ful. The Lord has stayed His hand in
judgment until this gospel could be
preached to all nations, before the end
came; and years ago, He toldthe Latter-
day Saints to go forth, in faith and
without fear, and bear testimony of the
things of the kingdom of God., *‘‘And,”
said He, ‘they who reject you and your
testimony of me, I will curse and des-
troy; for mg judgments shall follow;
Witi‘l thunder, lightnings, tempests,
storms, fire, sword and plague will 1

be punished with the loss of salvalion | plead with all flesh and the slain of the
and exallation in the presence of God. | I.ord shall be many.” The Lord has
But if a man will be baptised for the re- | commenced His work and His promised

mission of his sins and have hands laid
on him for the Holy Ghost, and will
keep God’s commandments, receive his
endowments, his patriarchal blessing
and the holy priesthood, and continues
faithful before the Lord, he magnifies
his calling. That is what the Lord
sent him f{or, and that is what we areall

| sent for; to keep our estate by observing
the law of God and acting up to the

light that God has revealed to us.

_am aware and satisfied that no man
can be saved only as he keeps the com-
mandments of God. Itistruetheblood
of Jesus cleanses from all sin; the Lord
has shed His bloed, and laid down His
life for the redemption of the human
family; but notwithstanding this we
never shall obtain salvation and exalt-
ation in the presence of (God unless we
obey the gospel and those laws and
commandments that the Lord reveals.
I rejoice that there are a few le,
and that I have the privilege of being
associated with them, who have em-
braced the gospel of Christ. We need

judgments are in process of fulfilment.

We could not build up this kingdom,
make it spread, and build up Zion if the
L.ord did not work for us; the powers of
darkness and evil that areso universal
would uproot and destru% the kingdom
of God from the face of the earth if the
Lord Almighty did not defendwit and
cut of the bitter branches; it would be
in the same position as thecity of Enoch,
and as Christ angd his Apostles, and as
the prophets in many dispensations
were; there would be mno room for it
but it_and every righteous principle
would be dverpowered the powers
of darkness and death. ¢, however,
have the promise of the Lord that He
has set His hand for the last $ime to es-

 tablish Hiskin%dnm, and that He will

fight for Moun
cut off those w
we need not

Zion, and will utterly
ho fightagainst it. Then
trouih ourselves about

| what our enemies may do, whether they

are here in Utah, at Washington or in
any other part ofthe world. We need
not trouble ounrselves about this, our



