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1 ahenhen wewe assemble together as we
lavehave done this afternoon it is our eriv
clogebege if we will exorciseexercise faith before the
lord to receive instruction and counsel
adapted to our circumstances I1 have
uaneverver felt satisfied in attendingattenattendingdin meet-
ings inin this church unless I1 hghaveave been
profited by that which I1 have heard or
it it were my lot to speak by that which
it1 spoke because I1 believe that when
a man speaks by the spirit of god he
notaw only edifiesedified and comforts thosethase who
hear but he himself is probably more

benefited than any of his hearers the
opleeople who assemble should so exercise

faith in their prayers to the lord that
ahoabe meeting will be profitprofitableprofitablyable and that
they will feel refreshed and astrenstrength-
ened

th
our circumstances aarere sucksuch in

aws life that we need to be strengthened
judand comforted especially is this the
asecase with the latter day saints be-
cause they have many things to contend
with A true latter day saint depends
upon the spirit of god for strength and
comfort for peace and light there are
manyman in the world who depend for

icomforttom fort and enjoyment upon stimulants
ofa various kinds and upon social pleas-
ures all kinds of amusements are put
within the reach of the people and a
great many go through the world de-
pending upon these external things for
their enjoyment and happiness but a
man according to our religion who
depends upon such things as those
neveradver can beabe a truly happy man there-
fore entertaining the views that we do
of life and of the character of life that
we should lead we need the outpouring
of the spirit of god upon us when we
tomecome to meeting we need to have our

revived and strengthened so that
afi ett we go into the busy world we
carry with us as a fountain within
bubbling dpup with pure happiness and
jpy this holy spirit I1 have always
saisaiddandand I1 believe it isis true that there
itieare no people upon the face of the earth
who are so happy as the latter day
saints and their happiness is not of
an evanescent character it is not that
whichchich comes from external surround-
ingss jlit is the happiness that is withingrothroughugh the presence of the spirit of
godod A great many people and I1 do
got know but some of us are in that
condition seem to depend upon sur

circumstances for happiness

the true theory of life as I1 understand
it is to have the fountain of happiness
within ourselves so that whether we
are in the midst of poverty or of adver-
sity or of affliction we may have with
us a constant source of enjoyment and
pleasure through the presence of the
holy spirit

reference has been made to the early
days of our settlement in these valleys
it can truthfully be said that the latter
day saints were then a very happy peo-
ple although they scarcely hadbad the
barest necessities of life so it has
been in the midst of trying scenes and
circumstances since that time as well
as before that time this is due to the
presenceence of the sustaining power andangblessing of god it is every persons
duty in this church and it is the con-
stants exhortation of thothe leaders of the
deoppeoplele to seek for and enjoy thethearespres
ence 0of the spirit of god so that none
will be wholly dependent upon another
human being for enjoyment and happi-
ness and for a knowledge of the truth
but that each mav receive a testimony
that this is the church of god that the
priesthood hasbas really come from him
anandd that the men who exercise thishis
priesthood aream not pretenders but are
indeed that which they profess to be
this is the bounden duty of all the
members of this church so that they
may not be assailed by doubts but that
they will walk in the light in this way
a greatr people can be built up for these
are the elements of greatness it seems
to be one otof the faults of human beings
however to lean upon others and todoto do
that which others do regardless of their
own convictions instead of developing
their own qualities that god has en-
dowed them with how often you see
men and women justify themselves for
doing things because somebody else
does them

at our late conference very strong
teachings were given respecting the
observance of the word otof wisdom
how many there are who if they saw
one of the presidency or oneme ot the
twelve drinking tea or coffee or using
any other articles which the word ofof
wisdom counsels us not to use would
justify themselves in their indalindulgencegence
because of this parents do certain
things and because the children see
their parents do these things they do
them so it is throughout the world
but it should not be among us to the
extent that it is each individual should
seek to do that which he himself knows
to be right regardless of what others
do we should have clear convictions
as to the truth then carry out those
convictions in the proper spirit for
god desires to make otof us a people of
this kind he has promised the latter
day saints that they shall be rulers in

his kinkingdomdo he has promised that we
shall hghaveav ironesthrones crowns principal-
ities powers and dominion these ateare
not idle promises they have a mean-
ing for every soul unto whom they are
made I1 know that if we will live for
them we shall have thrones actual
thrones we shall wield sceptrestres as far
as sceptrestres are emblematical ofdf power
audand authority we shall have dominion
and control ieif we lavlivee sa s to develop
the godlike attributes that we have
inherited from our great father for
there is not one soul here today that is
not endowed with the attributes of
deity undeveloped probably in many
instances but there gods design in
revealing the gospel is to develop these
attributes isin his children so that men
maymaybebe mademadettemadethethe companions of the
lord jesus doco heirs with him to aalthe
glory ana power that the savior kim
adfse 1 enjoys and wawields thereforeThere toce if
we be men and women it is our duty to
do that which wowe ourselves know to be
rightri bt what matters it to me if manan
Cchooses tto do a thing which is not right
Is it torfor me to do as he does no it
is torfor me to conceive correctly that
which is right then carry it out in my
life and teach others to do the same
until we do this we shall never attain
unto that glory that he has promisedgod has made great promises to us
connected with the celestial kingdom
some have imagined that as soon as
they leave this state of exisexistencetence they
enter upon celestial glory especially
after they gotget their resurrected bodies
I1 do not believe that we will ever reach
there unless we develop within us those
qualities which will fit us for that exal-
tation the promise is given to us but
we must live so as to realize it no
being can be exalted only by self devel-
opment and self exertion god will
bestow his bblessingessin but we must be
developed ullunderd er his power add bless
ing upon us I1 itt is a vain idea taught in
the ailseaalde religions of the day that all a
inmanan has to do is to believe and then hisbis
eternal happiness is insured itisit is such
doctrine as this that leads- men who call
themselves ministers of0 religion to
stand upon the scaffold with the con-
demned murderer and promise him that
he will be ushered into the immediate
presence of the son of god because he
professes to believe in him it is lolly
and wickedness to teach this it be-
littles god and the savior we should
not deceive ourselves with such an
idea if we are to associate with our
father in heaven and with the savior
it must be because we become like them
it there is a quality which jesus pos-
sesses we must possess it if there is
faithfulness which he has exhibited we
must exhibit it if there is obedience
which he has manifested while in the


