WEBER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES.

—_—

Editor Deserel News:

A fter attending the Morgan Btake
Conference,which was held io Morgan
City on the I6th aud 17th August, I
proceeded to visit the different wards
in the Stake in order to gather his-
toricul information. Tn the evening of
the ISth I beld a meeting with the
Haints at Croyden, a fine little village
situated on Lost Creek, in a ferlile
little wvalley of its own, Here nre 28
families of Latter-day Saints, presided
over by Bishop George Knight. The
village of Croyden is 18 miles north of

- Coalville and ten miles east of Morgan

City, The parrow valley in which
Croyden lies is about twelve miles
long and nearly three quartersof a
mile wide in its widest part.

Morgan City, the headquarters of
the Morgan Stake of Zion, I8 situated
on both sides of the Weber river, near
thepoint where that stream receives
East Canyon creek, as a tributary from
the south. Thetown 19 divided into
Lwo wards, all that on the south side of
the river being organized into the
Bouth Morgan ward, with Charles
Turper as Bishoj-; and all on the north
side of the river constitutes the North
Morgan ward, over which Olufl’ B.
Anderson presides as Blebop. The
Stakehoeuve, 3 very plaio butsubstan-
tinl rock building, 80x40, feet Ia in

South Morgan, where also Rich-
ard Fry awd Bamuel Francis,
Coupselors fno the Stake Presi:

dency, reside, while President Willard
G. Smith himself lives in Littleton,
two nnd s half miles wesl of Morgan
City. Brother Bmith is one of the sur-
Vivors of the Haun’s Mill massacre,
and his father nod one of his brothers
Wwere among the unineteen bretbrun
martyred at that memorable place,
October 30, 1838. 1 held meetings with
the Baints of North Morgan on the
evening of the 20th and at South Mor-
gan on the 21st.

Two antd a hall miles southwest of
South Morgan centre, on the westeside
of East capyon creek, lies the villageof
Richville, which coostitutes 8 ward,
prezided over by Albert D, Dickson as
Bishop, Here twenty-four families of
Baints reside, and a meeting was held
on the evening of the 22nd,

Bunday, the 23rd I spent at West
and East Porterville, speaking to the
Salnts in both places. West Porter-
ville ward embraces nearly all the set-
tlers residing on the west side and
East Porterville those living on the
east pide of EastCanyon creek, Samuel
Carter is the Bishopfof West Porter-
ville, consisting of thirtg-one familes
of Saints, pearly all of English ex-
traction, and Joseph R. Porter pre-
sides ms Bishop over the twenty-one
families residing in the East Porter-
ville ward, nearly all American born.
The creek is jocularly callei th
boundary between the British an
ithe Americane. At one time there
was g Jittle friendly jealousy existing
between the two villages, but
time and better judgment have
worn this off, and the people of bolh
wards are now anxious to mma’gamale
into one ward, as the two are 30 close
together aud the inhabitanis so few
that the people would make mure
headway and do better by being united
under one head. The distance between
the school house in Kast Porterville
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and that in West Porterville is only
half s mile In & straight line, or one
mile by the roundabout road. The two
villages are about four miles and a half
south of Morgan, but there are farus
and settlers seversl miles further up
the €reek.

Milton ward embraces the villages
of Littleton and Milton. The former
is the oldesy settlement in Weber Val-
ley, dating back to 1853, but the latter
is the largest village, and is situsted
four miles northwest of Morgan City,
on the south pide of the river. [ lec-
tured to the people here on the divine
mission of Joseph SBmith on the even-
ing of the 24th.

Peterson ward embraces the villages
of Peterson on the southwest and
Mountaio Green on the northeast side
of the Weber, or all the settlers resid-
ing in the lower end of Weber Valley.
The ward containes about a dozen fami-
iies, of whom eight reside in the vil-
lage of Peterson, which is pleasantly
located oo a bench nine miles
southwest of Morgan, Mountain
Green, once a thriving scttlement, bul
now occupied by only a few families, Is
four miles routhwest of Petersen, or
three miles enst of that noted mouttain
gorge, widely known as the Devil’s
Gate, 1o the lower Weber canyon.
Joho A. Waite, a young man residing
at Mountain Green, is the Bishop ot
the Peterson ward.

Enpterprize is a thrifty little village
whose inhabltants have just epent
$4000 in conveying-the waters of the
Webera distance of seven miles oo to
their farmiog lands. Although only
containing eleven families, this place
bas a ward organization and is presid-
ed over by Bishop John K. Hall,
formerly of the Flfteenth - ward, Ball
Liake City.

- From the foregoing it will be seen

MELBOURNE INTERVIEWED.

““Doctor’’ Melbourne and brother ar-
rived in thiscity Friday, 8ept. I1,0on the
5:35 train. Two and a half hours later
they entered their names on the hotel
register at the Walker. Later still they
were found in Mr. Wautiand?’s office
on Main Street by s NEWS reporter.

The elder Meibourne is the “*rain
compeller,” and received the pews-
paper man with a pleasant smile vnd a
hearty hand shake,

“It is needless to sy why | have
called on you,’’ commenceu the re-
porter.

it 18, responded Mr, Melbourne,
emilingly, ‘as I bave been subjected to
Bo maDny juterviews since my arrival
in America that | can now, withou t
difticulty, divine your object.’?

In reply to the question, ‘*Are you
an Australian??” Mr, Melbourpe saig:
“No, air, I aman Irishman. I way
atiracted to Australia about twelve
years ayo by theflnttering opportunities
of making money in the land buainess
that existed in certain paris of that
country. [ mccordiogly became and
was a real estate broker for eewveral
years. ‘The reslty mart in Australia
has been nothing but a serles of booms
and depresslons.*

“When did you flrst begin your ex-
periments as rain producer?interrupt-
ed the reporter.

‘“About four years ago I made my
first experiment.?? .

“Were you successful???

“No, sir, I was not. For nearly
three yesrs my efforts were attended
with fallures. Then for a few months
I labored with indifferent success, and
only about a year ago perlected my
jovention.**

“Yypu are confident that you ecan
cause rain at will???

“Yea, nir, It is now a demonstrated

that Morgan Stake of Zion coneists of | fact.”

pine Bishops® wards, which logether |

have a total membership of 1651 souls,
or 263 ramilies, [t is one of the smali-
est Stakes nfl the Church, but has a
good pname, The majority of the
Salnts are aiive to their dulies, are
willing to follow the advice of thel:
%“wise men,’ and are thrifty, industri-
ous aod economical in their habits as s
rule. Generally speaking the people
occupy good and comfortable homes,
and own some of the best and most
productive land in the Rocky Moun-
tains. The climate here iz also good,
although a little colder in the winter
than many would cail comfortable.
But the summers ure pleasant and
delightsome, the thermometer seldom
reaching eighty degrees. The altitude
of the railway station at North Mor.
gun 185,080 feet above the level of the
sea, which is the approximate altitude
of the entlire valley.

The Weber Valley, includioyg ite
extension up East Cauyon creek, is
about sixteen miles in length, with an
average wtdth of about two miles.
Lengthwiee it extends from southeast
to oorthwest. It is well watered, and
the streams abound in fish, notably the
mouatain lrout. The Weber river and
its tributaries are fringed with cotton-
wood timber and willows. The slopes
of the surrounding mountains are
dotied with groves of pine and fir.

ANDREW JENSON,

MoragaN City, Morgan county,
Ulah, August 27, 1591,

*And in the quantities desirei??*?

1 cun.”

‘‘{How about the cosl?”?

““That is not great, as the weapns ¢m-
ployed are only simyle,”?

HOf course you will oot reveal this
great secret Lhat seems to be agitating
the minds of so many people in the
United Btates toduy; but will you state
in B general way your method of opera-
tion???

A smile nod a shake of the head wns
the only response,

“Is it or is it not by the aid of chem-
icale that you bring about the pur-
ported stmospheric chapges?”

“I {(hesitatingly)—Yes, 1 econfess
that I use a combination of chemicals,
but how I use them fie the great ques-
tion,*?

Mr, Wantland {interrupting)—**That
is the first time that you have ever
muade that admission, is it not, Mr,
Melbourne???

Mr, Melbourne conceded that it was,
but that other reporters bad guessed it
before. However, | have now made
the ndmission that they are the agen-
cies I uge and I will uot recant.”?

“My first Buccessful experiment was
miade tn Queensiand, Australia,* con-
tinued Mr., Melbourne, ¢‘a little less
then n year age. That country is in
great need of artificial irrigation, as it
is nffiicted with severe droughts and is
thinly po]iulated on that account. [
made twelve experiments there, all of
which were successful in the highest



