The clvil war in that country in
1858, and the subsequeut establish-
ment of Imperialism, were the result of
a struggle betweon Church nnd State.
The Roman church controlled the
wealth and politica of Mexico previous
to this. Its wealth outslde of sacred
edifices and religious institutions was
estimated at $95,000,000. It owned
property in nearly every town and
oity throughout the 'mnation, which
whB reated to tepants for
nll kinds nf trade &Bnd business,

This property wae all confiacated,
but that devoted . directly to religion
was not interfered with, 'The State,
however, anssumed control of it, and
made the priests tenants at will. A
numbetr of religlous orderg were ban-
ished from Mexico. Among there was
that about to be estahlished n few days
ago at Puebla and Cholula.

THE POLITICAL FUTURE.

‘Tug Springfield Republican bas a
very interesting editorinl on the poli-
tical future. It says the barometer
peinte to uneettied weather, and that
storm cenires are forming at Washing-
ton and Albany. -The two great par-

tles of the nation present exch an|

unpromising aspeot.

The Republican is l;‘)dependent in
politica, and reviewsthe situation so ss
toenable independents to form a cor-
tect view of affairs. Bince 1684 they
have heen more or less allied with the

Democratic party. It ssys the
Cleveland sadministration diapolled
the vague [ears that bhad at-

tended n Democratic restoration, but
it disappeinted any hope of a radical
departure from the spoila system.
However. the [ndependents supported
Clevelnnd in 1883 because of his per-
gonal traits of sense, foresight annd
cournge. Events have justified the
adherence of the Independents to
Democracy up till the present. But as
matters present themselves now o new
departure {s in order. The Demooratio
party without Cleveland 1s ‘‘not ade-
quate to meet the responsibilities ot
government.”’

The Republican next.goes on to-the
opposite party Which it characterizes
as perhaps a little safer than the
Demoecracy. Itsays Mr. Harrlson has
made in the Main n deecent aAdminis-
tration of the parfisan order, but noth-
ing has been Jone in the way of pur-
fving the party from corruptionists and
apoils-seekera. In this respect itrenders
itself unfitted for government, and is
no hetter than ite antagonist.

The question is then asked, is there
any hope in a new organization? Are
the conditlons such that a pew party
may be born? Is there some great
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ptinsiple upon which men eap unite,
.now in embryo in the mmind of the
pation ot large? The principle of
Federalism haa strength in the na-
tlonal Constitution; of Democraey, trust
in the common people;, of the Whigs,
Jove of the Union; of the Republicans,
restriction of slavery. Is any such
great principle Wworking In men’s
minds todnay? aeka the fepub’ican? To
which it replies as follows:

““‘Juch a principte we believe thore is,
felt widely aa the vital nced of the body
politic. Itis best expressed by Lincoln’s

words, ‘Government of the peopls, by
the people.and for the people.” It is best
appreciated by considering how (ar we
are from possessing it, and how far we
are drifting away from it. What we are
drifting toward is government of the peo-
Ple by the pgliticians for the grabbors.
The puble offices, oxcept n smail frac-
tion of the less important, are given naa
rewards for partisan activity. Thocy are
given with a view not primarily to the
‘public service, but to keeping one party

in  power—that i=, helping certain
other men to offices. Beyond this,
among the peopla at large, there
in agrowing tendency to ask for
Inwsa wlich favor this or that elass. The
taritf system, as it now exists, is largely
the product of a combination of eertain
classes of producers to make all con-
sumers pay a higher price for their wares.
Our pension expenditire has far outrun
the limits of justice and gratitude, and
the glory of our veterans has been tarn-
ished under tiic passion of getting money
from the government—thatis, out of one's
neighbor's patkets. A part of the debtor
class are clamorous for cheaper monoy,
that they may profit at the expense of the
oreditor class. Corporations intrtgue for

labor demsands special legislation. The
competitiod grows wider and hotter for
congressional and legislative interference
to help this elnas and that class.

The remedy lies in the restoration of
government to its trune function--the im-
partial care of the genersl good. Practi-
cally this would mean first of all a tenure
of public office by merit only. It would
menn n steady redress of that one tystem

l of import duties which aims to extrava-

Eanuy profit certain joteresta by unj ust
urdons on the whole communpity. Tt
would mean the end of apecial legisla-
tion. Butultimately this principal of the
common good would work beynnd thess
apecial reforms. It would not contract
but extend the beneficence of our gov-
ernmenisl organization.”

—

. SUNDAY FUNERALS.

A NUMBER of eastern clergymen
have Joined in an  earnest protest
agninst Sunday funperals. They say
those ceremonies luterfere with the
regular divine services, nnd nlso entail
upon them extra labor which unfits
them for preaching, and sometimes

pulpit on that day,

Bunday is selected often, no doubt,
for funerals because (riendas of the
decenased are better nble on that day to
attend, and can do so without lésing a
day’s labor. This ls perhaps not so
much of a pecunlary object as a matter
of convenience. Employers often ob-
ject to giving “aday off,’’ and in many

special legislation, and nrganized manunl

|pre\‘ents them {rom ofﬁclatlng inthe!
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cases it cannot be allowed without Toaa.
Bundny being also a day for worship it
seems to many peopie the most ftting
time for funeral services.

In A community like ours, however,
the reasons which are potent elsewhetre
Jdo not apply with as great force as in
other places. Very few persons hero
would he prevented from attending
the obsequies of a departed reiative,
and It only requires s little exertion
and planning to arrange for such at-
tendance on n week day. And as to
the preachers, they are so numerous
here that there are plenty for fuunerals,
and **Mormon?’ Elders are not so easi.
1y fatigued ns the pald ministers seem
to be.

But it is very desirable that the Sab-
bath day should pot be occupied by
funerals unless it is abaolutely weces-
sary. And when noother day will be
sultable, they should, if possible, be
conductied st a time which will not
interfere with the regular meetings or
the Sunday schools. Occasionally this
may be unavoidable. But as a rule
arrangements can be made to conduct
funeral ceremonies on another day.
‘This has been repeatedly; urged by the
nuthorities of this Btake of Zlon on the
Priesthood and the people, and we take
oceasion to oall their attentlon anew to
this eubject, which has been revived hy
the action of the clergymen  referred
to.

If the prominent men in the various
warde will keep thig injunction in
view, and make it & rule to discourage
Bunday funerals, there will be but few
exceptionn Lo it and it wil! bs found to
prove for the general welfare. Qur Bun-
day Behools, Tabernucle services and
Ward meetings should he paramount,
and unless some special reason exista
fira chan'ge, the reguintion shoutd be
established notto allow other ceremon-
ies to inlerfere with these regular ser-
| vices. This is not intended for a cast
iron edjet, but for a word of advice
which will be found profitable to ob-
Aarve.

IMPORTANT TO ALL VOTERS.

REPORTS continue to come Lo, usof
the ‘‘colontzation’’ of precinocts in thia
city which have heretefore heen weak
in *Liberal’’ votes. It Is evident that
nn attempt 1s being made to secure the
Third and Fourth prectnets and to
make the First precinct sure for the
“Liberal?”? cause. Thisis nn old triek
of that faction and thistime they cannot
cover it by throwing dust about ft
and accusing the People’s party of its
own tactica.

The active men of the regular polit-
cal parties can make themeelves fu-
miliar with this scheme il they will




