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A FATAL BUT PREVALENT
error

THE congregational body is threat-
ened with disruption ahe andover
controversy to which allusion has
been made several times in these col-
umns is not confined within the wallswails
of that college nor limited to the small
circle of contending professors it is
not alone the question of probation
after death which agitates the con-
gregationalgregat ional churches but the limita-
tion of doctrine by old lines and con-
tracted forms and this is disturbing
other sects and societies in both hem-
ispheres progress is a law of the
universe As society grows and know-
ledge increases the human mind re-
fuses to be bound by creeds which
either impose tenets that reason re-
jects or place barriers in the way of
advancing thought

the boston herald in an on
the congregational disputedis remarks

if the denomination is to go back
upon johnjoha robinsonsKobinRobin sous conviction that
god has more truth to break out upon
mankind than is garnered within the
covers of an ancient book it will
graduallyradually cease to be the influentialaedenominationnomination which it has been in the
past history of new england and will
pry about in antiquarian circles for tilethe
mission which it has lost sight of in
the real work of our own time

the great hindrance to relireligiousious ad-
vancementvancement is the notion embeddedimbeddedim bedded in
the strata of all the prevalent creeds in
christendom that gods truth in its
entirety is bound up in the bible any
intimation to the contrary has met with
such a storm of indigindignation11 naton that
the audacious of the heter-
odox thought has had hard work
to shelter himself what Is not
found therein and cannot be
proved thereby is not to be received
as an article ofef faith that isiff the
substance of the almost universal
tenet on that point to substantiate
this grave error thetha bible itself has
been made to do most inconsistent
dutyauty passages have been quoted in
support of the notion which not only
do not bear it out when left to their
plainlain meaning but actually give an inia
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clerencederence to the contrary the whole
tenor otof bible history and teaching is
to the effect that god is a revealer of
truth to all who seek to him in the
right way and that he does not
change with the lapse of ages that he
was and is and always will be an inex-
haustiblehaustible fountain of light and knowl-
edge that liehe is no respecter of per-
sons that liehe does not confine his
reveal ments to one class nation or
jaee nor put all his laws and precepts
into one book

the dogma of scriptural complete-
ness and the cessation of divine com-
municationmuni cation in the apostolic age has
prevented the enjoyment and progress
of millions of gods sons and daught-
ers and erected a shade to shut out
the light of heaven from shining upon
the souls of men it has been satangatanssatans18

stronghold when the almighty has had
anything special to reveal to the
earths inhabitants investigation of
the book of mormon has been pre-
vented by thearythe cry predicted in its pages

A bible a bible we have got a bible
and there cannot be anymoreany more bible I1 I1 I1

the revelations of god through joseph
smith the great prophet of the nine-
teenth century have been rejected
without examination by the so called
christian world because the orthodox
doctrine was and is that the bible con-
tains tilethe whole word of god and
therefore any purported later revela-
tiontio n must be untrue

yet strange to say the hebrew
scriptures convey no such intimation
as that on the contrary they con-
tain positive predictions of further
unfoldments of the divine economy
and owe their own existence to the
principlei of continued revelation
theyh ey are eloquent and cheering in
theirir promises of latter day revela-
tions which are to exceed all former
manifestations of deity to man both
the old and new testaments fore-
shadow these outpourings from on
higlandhighand point to thelastast dispensation
as the grand culmination of gods
work for human redemption attended
with such glory and heavenly disclos-
ures as never before have been vouch-
safed to mortals

the idea that gods saving truth is
all comprehended in a few books
which humanly appointed compilers
selected as inspired out of many works
that were in the aggregate but
a small sprinkling of tilethe great
showers of divine revea lings
is one of the most preposterous of the
crude and foolish notions of modern
theologians and to imagine that the
perennial stream of light and truth
irom the eternal source was dammed
up forever when the apocalypse was
written seems a most childish halluci-
nation the enemy of man the

has fostered this error from
the time it was engendered in be-
nighted brains which receiving no
divine communication alvea im-
agined it would never be bestowed
upon others it has been an efficient
aid in bisis work of keeping mankind
from god As long as people believe
that deity will not answer so long
will they refrain from asking that thethey
may receive

it seems almost incredible that men
vtof intellect and piety can bring them

selves to believe that god has
no more truth to break out
upon mankind that the world
is to be left to doubt dissen-
sion and those groupingsgro pings in the
dark which constitute the discussions
of orthodox divines that the al-
mighty father of the race has notnothingfling
further to10 disclose to his children
when they have advanced through the
schooling of centuries than the glimlim

of divine truth shed upon the
undeveloped nations of bygone ages
why even to makeimade those flashes oiof
light from the eternal sun clear to the
clouded minds of modern sectariessectaries
new revelation is absolutely nenecessarycussary
they are jangling over some of the
simplest principles of true theology
and lightingfighting with fanatic zeal aagainstadust
doctrines that a child might under-
stand but for their prepreposterousposte ous rules
of biblical interpretation

god has more truth to break out
upon mankind than is inscribed in all
the sacred books in the world he
designs to restore all that is lost and to
reveal things kept hid from the foun-
dations of tilethe world the earth
is to be filled with the knowledge otof
god it will come downdovyn fromfrem the up-
per deep like a flood things patt
present and to come precious truths
from the jeweled storehouse of inani-
ty will be darkness
and ignorance will be chased away be-
fore the streams of lilihtlightht from the re-
gions of immortalimmortalityiti this is tilethe

dispensation of the times
and the work of restitution and the
grand consummation commenced
when the father and the son appeared
to joseph smith the seer broke the
silence of ages and opened a new era
of revelation to man

this work is toe for that
which is to come until the world re-
ceives what has been communi-
cated for their obedience they
will sotnot obtain more they who
accept and are guiaguideded by the
few things made known will
lay hold upon the keys to unlock
that which is in store and that store
is ALL TRUTH wherever it exists
inside or outside of books christian
heaheathentheD pagan or infidel in the eighth
above or the depths beneath it as all
torfor the son or daughter of god who
obeys the everlasting gospel and
comes into spiritual communion
with the father but while the
dogma is held that there is
to be no more revelation and that one
book contains all that god has for his
children on earth the world will
stumble in the barkanddarkand the blind lead-
ing the blind both will fall into the
ditch together

A FLIMSY OBJECTION

NOBODY expected that the movement
for statehood would be approved of
by the malig nants and political adven-
turers who have so long misrepre-
sented utah and sought to build them-
selves up on the downfall of its build-
ers and friends their opposition is
not regrettable the promoters of the
present effort we have no doubt are
pleased rather than chagrined at the
anger it has provoked

there is one objection urged against
the action of the gentlemen who have
been prominent in the work which is
well enough to mention that there
may be no misunderstanding by per-
sons not well posted on political
tactics it is in regard to the
manner in which the movement
has been set on tootloot it is claimed
that it was out of the regular order
and the intimation is thrown out thatthai
it is illegal and indicative of iignorancedorance
of politicalleal affairs on the part of those
gentlemen this is a very lame and
11limpingbpi g objection

the peoples party includes the
great masses of the bona fide residents
of this territory itathashas polled more
than five times the number of votesvoted
past by all the opposing factions com-
bined its central committee repre-
sents five sixtussixths of popula-
tion in the absence of any legislative
authority torfor calling the people to-
gether no body bould have been more
appropriate than that committee to
issue a call for meetings to express
the popular will the invita-
tion extended was not merely
to one party or to any
particular organization but to

politicalpoliticaloli bodies without distinctionrtit was a free thing nobody was com-
pelled to take part in it nobody was
excluded if any person or faction
objected to assisting in the movement
that was all right there was no com-
pulsion

the masses of the people chose to
heed the call they met finm conven-
tions in every county and chose dele-
gates to the constitutional conven-
tion which is to be held on thursday
june those delegates from all
parts of the territory were legitimate-
ly selected to express the popular
voice if the several political factions
which are small in numbers but houct of
speech did not think proper to secure
representation in the constitutional
convention by taking part in the
mass conventions that was no fault
of the vast majority and this is notdot
a factional movement it is an upris-
ing of the people as citizens of the
united states and of the territory of
utah who desire and navehave long de-
sired to obtain those rights and
privileges which are attached to citi-
zenship and of which they have been
beretheretofore deprived

the riright of the people to assemble
to petition furfor redness of grievances
anu to claim their constitutional pre-
rogativesroga tives is guaranteed by the supreme
law otof the land it is moreover in-
herentli it naturally belongs to citi-
zens and they cannot be rightfully de-
prived of it those who seek to deny
it peak in tilethe spirit otof tyranny

who oppose this right on taeme
flimsy pretencepredencepre tence set forth Zexposepose their
own ignorance of fundamental politi-
cal principles while aney charge lack of
understanding upon others

tilethe idea that the people of any ter-
ritory of tilethe union cannot proceed to
tilethe formation of a state government
undand seek torfor admission into the union
without an enablinging act from congress
or some formal authority bestowed
upon them by some governmental
power is a grave and baseless political
beresy there is nothing in the con

or laws of tile united states
requiring it and there is no recognized
and established doctrine which
inculcates it As for precedent
that runs inia two directions states
have been admitted into the union af-
ter an enabling act was passed by con-
gress other biales have been organized
uy the people and admitted withoutaa
enabling act in either case tilethe right
otof the people to assemble lain their own
way and by means of their own selec-
tion to franieframe and adopt a constitu-
tion and petition for admission into
tilethe union has not and cannot be law-
fully or consistently deniedJenied

tile Preatpreat thing to be effected is
the expression of tilethe popular
will that can best be reached
at the polls by tree and secret
ballot every citizen endowed with the
elective franchise muymay show his sentileoti
ments on the momentous question
this opportunity fully afforded there
can be no valid objection offered to
the movement that is the pivotal
point tilethe people have the right to
give such an expression otof their will
itif not they aie not freemen he who
seeks toil stifle free speech or to chain
tilethe hands otof citizens holding the bal-
lot whatever nay be his pretensions
is neither a democrat nor a republi-
can

this movement however it may
terminate is perfectly legitimate letjet
no one ulloallowW demagogues and con-
spiratorsspirators to throw cluba in his yealyes
on lahatthat question it they do not
choose to support it or if faey want to
tight it that is their privilege they
can abstain from doing anything or
they can wovemove actively in opposition
but thatthai will not affect the integrity of
tilethe movement nor render it illegiti-
mate or weak it is not part izan it is
not sectarian it is not ecclesiastical
it is political and general and for all
who choose to combine in its aid it
is conducted on the ground of inherent
and constitutional rights and it can-
not be successfullyfully assailed on the
foolish illiberal and
ground assumed by those who have
undertaken to throw mud at it they
must try some sounder position

THE HOME COAL
difficulty

A days sincebince we published a
statement taken from the park city
record to tilethe effect that the miners
employed by the home coal company
inia the vicinity of Cocoalvillealville had gone out
on strike

Asaa vvwee understand the cause of the
occurrence it is in substance that
the company declined to accede to a
demand on the part of0 the workmen
as a body to reinstate one of the men
who had been discharged the cause
of his dismissal is alleged to be in-
subordination those who demanodemand
his rele instatement claim that he was
li without sufficient cause
notnet being acquainted with the de-

tails
e

it waymay be mat we are not fully
in a position to form a safe or correct
view otof the merits of the controversy
if however the leading facts are as
stated there should be no difficulty in
reaching a just conclusion in relation
to the right of the matter so far as allejthey
are conceivedconcconceemedined there is no dodoubtt
that the company has tilethe right to se-
lect their employedemp loyes a matter in which
they cannot rightly be subjected to co-
ercion from any quarter whatever A
step on the part of a body of workmen
to invade this right of choice is sub
aversive
which should prevail everywhere in
the business and other relations of
life

it is to be hoped that if this be the
basis oft the disagreement the men will
reconsider the step they have taken
Ththe movement is an injury to them-
selves to the company crippled bby ihitand to the public whosewho e source of coalco
supply is thus to some extent cur-
tailed in fact we can see no good
feature in tilethe affair

at this distance it would appear that
the parties concerned should DCbe influ-
enced by the advice of friends who
have their welfare at heart strikes
are a novelty in utah among those
professing to be latter day
saints that is presumably
the status of those involved in the
difficulty in question in view of the
fact that the means of equitable ad-
justment by arbitration is sopo abund-
ant and in evely way reliable it is
strange indeed that there should be a
prolonged dispute if a settlement
has not already been reached jtit is to
be hoped lorfor the sake of all con-
cerned one will bebc effected at at an
early date

FORTY THREE YEARS

THE rulereuler of the universe is able to
choose among many different ways the
one in which he wills to brinbring to pass
hisbis purposes if joseph the seer hahadd
lived and ledkd the saints to the moumoun-
tain

n
refuge in which by the light of

prophecy he saw them multiply
and become a great people
they could not but have
grown and increased with marvelous
rapidity in knowledge numbers and
faith by the aid of hisbis feeric gift
that so often opened the heavesheavens and
brought down within the men
the chochoicesticetr stores of eternal truth
he would have been able to advance
his people in spiritual perfect ivil with
a progress not perhaps surpassed
since the city of zion was translated

but there wasawas a work for joseph to
do in another world than this and be-
fore the charges were trumped up onOB
which he was confined in carthage
jail liebe had made compcompletelete
the preparations tor his depart-
ure he had received from
the heavens every key necessary to the
continuance of the work of the despen
gatior of the falness of times and had
confided those keys to his
gether with a knowledge of their use

until joseph had done this his life
so often assailed and so constantly in
jeopardy could not be taken by anyaay
agency of earth or evil but when liehe
hadbad sufficiently qualified his brethren
to take up and continue the work of
the last dispensation of the gospel
which is to be introduced among men
hebe was permitted to be slain

this makes him seem to be even
more like tilethe savior than he would
have been had his life been spared to
perform the work of leadership that
has been done so well in planting thehe1saints where he in vision sawsiaw ttheme m
grow to extensive proportions the
work in which he was was the
work of god and being such will be
well done no matter what or who may
be the human agencies employed to
forward it that this is true is plainly
shown by what has been accom-
plished in the forty three years that
have elapsed since he was martyredmartyred
on this the anniversary of his assassi-
nation we see enough to know that
his single prediction concerning the
coming of his people to the rocky
mountains and their growl there
stamp him as a great prophet AA

A STANDING DUTY

THE poor ye have with you always
this saying of the savior like many of
his brief words of wisdom has come to
be an adage it carries with it the colorcolay
of an obligationbli gation it implies a
ual earthly duty if there will always
be poor people there will always be
the need of alms while there is a soul
suffersufferinginz from lack of necessaries the
supplied disciples of christ are re-
quired to impart of their substance to
relieve the distress

provision for the wants of the poor
is one of the established institutions off
the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints the tithing of
its members is to be used in
part to succor thetee needy the
bishops and teachers are specially
required to see that no one within their
jurisdiction suffers lack through-
out all the stakes of zion this is re-
cognized as an essential part otof the
polity of the church in no section of
the world of the same extent is there
dolittleseso little real poverty as in the territory
of utah and this ibit because of the or-
ganized methods existing for the sup-
port of those who are unable to sup-
port themselves

this is a matter of congratulation
and considering the large numbers of
people who are brought here from the
totoilingil masses of the old world it is
abotot a little remarkable inthein the firstarst
glaceplace tilethe policy here is to afford the in-
dustriousdust rious an opportunity of self sus
cenancetenance industry is a recognized
66 mormon I1 virtue II11 A lazy mor-
mon 11 is a phrase involving self con
dictiontra when individuals through
age or any
are unable to supply their own needs
and relatives are unable or unwilling
to support them they have claim on
their co religionists and the church of
which they are members it is no
degradation to receive necessary as-
sistancesi but it is a disgrace to shirk
labor and eat the bread of benevolence
in voluntary idleness

one of the regular methods of ob-
taining means for the especial benefit
of the poor is the monthly fast
ing onOB the first thursday of every
month a fast is observed by the faith-
ful latter day saints when all who
can do so are expected to assemble in
their respective wards for prayer and
praise for testimony and instruction
A free will offering is expected of at
least the amount in value or in kind
of the food that would have been con-
sumed by the individual or the family
if the fast had not been observedpresidentpresident brigham young used to say
that those who did not observe the
bastonfast on that day ought to contribute
double the amount of food they con-
sumed

this is theithe kind of fast that god
approved in olden times as may be

seen from many Vpage lav
scripture it Is that
upon his people inba the
how many of the ata 6

according to the spirit aamina
thereofthe there are some
justus saass particularparticular to make thel
iingsn g aass theyley are to observe aay

dacre are others who mebeep riis latte
but fforgetarget or neglect the ormer and
there artare many who omit both taistell the tale Figufigures expose
tilethe facts 4

we have been permitted toth jeo
a tabulated report of the T
department showing the

g

received in the various wardsWardateS
public sources for the blaabenefitgolofthe poor and the amounts 0

o
reliefrelict asked of that department to
make up deficiencies from sWelearn that during the halthalf fegriyewel gt
ending there havehaie boerbeen paid torfor the
poor in the various and Sstakes
of zion from fast offering 8
29 from tue ladies reliefbelief Soc leja

from other sources boiu
eions from sundry individuals i
54 making a total of offerings cortietor 1

poorpooi during the past six months of01

this it should DObe under
stood is exclusive of private begebenev-
olence and of amounts kivengiven fredb attW
tithing the number of personapersougAre-
portedported needing regular support j

and the sum asked of the
ing bishopric to be appropriatedappropriatedtteamaa
the tithing fund in addition to theea46regular donations is NAtthe two gross amounts together g

we have a grand total for the pooiX
during the past six months of

thisthia exclusive of county 4

city charities and of private ba
lence in which the right hand bow
eta not what the left hand ib
notnoc a bad showing as purely ohachucci
help for the poor of utah 4

but the amount demanded ofefugeneral tithing fund to meet
ments in tilethe respective Nwards isepdisproportionate to thetae ssum of tha
offerings and these certainly
represent the value of tile food awt
fumed in six days by the bemb
the church A little reflection a
show that either many of the aw0

neglect their fast offerings orror t
they do not donate according to
rule tithing help is required anfn
some of the stakes in sums from atu

to eight times the total of the fanti
ferfelingsfe rings one wareward in the so

14721172 fast donations alfiland at
forfor from tilethe tithinggl 0 e
in a stake east of thisthil efty re
no donations whatever for the pa
and asks for 50 two or ththreee y
lous towns report very ssmalla fastfas R

felings and ask for largelarg aamounts tthe poor showing that while then
help required it does not come A
the neighbors of those in need
eral wards make no reports at
others report noho poor and no ddo
eions 1

11

this is all wrong if we ddegli
observe the monthly fast in the
spirit our fast offerings
given for the poor itif we only a
from one meal the food or its vhfv
something else available which
be donated would be sufficientsufficient
tain the regular dependentsde r
church support withith little11 ae or ali

mand upon the tithing fundd I1

persons familiar with thet e statiti
their own wards figure on this
how near a regular honest fast sj

ing from every self supporting9 be

hold would come to supplyings p ay

needs of the poor of thehe nef
hood

it is quite a mistake to think thwt
cause in a certain ward there
persons needing aid for their susr
no fast offerings should be cocelli
such a ward in our opinion
show up larger on the list thanabanana 0
ward the support of the poor
not be sectional the means call
in a ward that has no poor mhd

disbursed in a neighboring or
ward where the poor abound Til

kinlin referencerefereee holthe le

obliterated by local lines or le
by ward peculiarities the apol
the whole church are to be hehel petty
the I1 stranger within our gatesh
not be neglected this matterA

come home to each individual fag
and member of the church and
neglect ought to be remedied bbyro
action the lord has saidid exl

church I1
for the earth is full ajajjand

enough1 and to spare yea I1
all things and dave ggivenven vat0
children of men to be E

I1 a
I1 therefore if any man shall

the abundance which I1 have in
impartin art not his portion accor
the law of myy gospel unto e
and the needyee hee allshall v
wicked I1liftt up hisis eyes in1

he
in torment doeoe cocovv p

and inasmuch as ysyo impartzof
substance unto thanee poor ye
unto memd 11 p s

it was one off the characcharacteriseterisearvedthe zion of enoch when it arrived A

its perfection that I1 ittherehere was sono ewtP 1

among them 71 this will be the BI

aaion again in zion when it
for the presence of the
like a bride adorned for sw
husband butbadnownow we have the poor

always with us and we shallhall bboamam
til1 the heavenly order is oi
earthyearth and the duty of
have to administer to them
not is a binding obligation odandraes
is no more appropriate manner orua
parting generalappropriateap avartapart fia Mtak 1

ing and private charity th
monthly donations on rast
form an essential part of th
ble worship of those 0
not forget the peorl


