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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

is such an abundance of material iniﬂrmed. This is in fact a harvest re-

Holy Writ that a compendlum ac-
count can be gathered in than the
nced of scarcely anything to be in-
serted by the hand of man. These pas-
gager would ecasily be committed to
memory by puplls and some of the
choicest gems of sacred poetry Dbe
added in each chapter.

This i8 the plan followed In the
schools of Switzerland. That little
country stands at the head of all na-
tions In educational matters. The plan
works well. yet It needs hardly be said
that the schools of Switzerland are
non-sectarian. Besides the true prin-
clples of Christianity, a general church
history both of the Old and the New
Testament I3 contained in the text-
books, and a carefully revised and con-
densed Rible is8 used in connectlon
with it, so that when the children
leave school altogether they cannot
remonstrate with thelr teachers and
with the state for belng allowed to
grow up like s0 many wlld animals.

Although Sabbath schools do a great
deal of good, they cannot reach every
child as the days schools do. More
than nine-tenths of this people want
their children to become Chrlstian;
why not make a practical step in that
directlon; and let those who object
to their chilldren recefving religious
training be allowed to keep them at
home during the hours devoted to that
instruction. A. A. RAMSEYER.

Salt Lake City, Utah, Aug. 7, 1897.

KANSAS CONFERENCE

The Kansas conference of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
convened Friday, June 18th, at thelr
church on Zlon Hill, 8t. John, Kansas.

On the evening previous, a soclnl was
glven by the Church here in honor of
the Elders in attendance, and outside
friends of the Church, which proved
a very enjoyable affair to.all taking
part. A splendid though impromptu
program iwas rendered, consisting of
vocal and {nstrumental music, recita-
tions, ete. Among the most proml-
nent numbers of the same were aongy
by Elders Sam Kirkman. which were
recelved by applause; duet by Klders
Minor and Dalley: recitations by Pres-
ident Jack and Elder John M. Knight.
Elder Will Knight nlso figured in the
program, making quite a "hit,” and all
eénjoyed the evening greatly. At the
proper time refreshments were served,
congisting of ice cream, cake and lem-
onade. The entire affalr proved very
pleasant and enjoyahble.

Durin~ conference splendld discourses
were dellvered Friday, Saturday and
Sunday evenings; also Sunday morn-
ing and afterncoen. Among the prin-
eipal speakers were Presldent Wm. T.
Jack, Elders Minor, Dalley, Noble,
Harper and others, there being in at-
tendance ahout twenty-two Elders.
The branch of the Church now at Ray-
mond, Rice county, had several repre-
sentatives present.  All meetings were
well attended, and all were well satis-
fied with the conference.

Our citizens regret much to part
with Elder Sam Kirkman, who wans
releascd during the session; he seems
to be one of us, having been with us so
long. Iilder 3ibby, who had to return
home on account of his health, has
made many friends among us, al-
though meost of the time absent, who
sympathize with him in his trouble
and hope for him a speedy recovery.

8o far ag we can learn all the visit-
ing Elders during conference were well
taken care of, making many friends,
and new ones will give them hearty
welcome whenever [t {8 the pleasure of
their organization to assemble In any
meetings whatever. On Sunday, June
20th, the ordinance of baptism was
administered to John B. Smith and
Miss Cora Balker, who were also con-

sulting from the falthful endeavors of
some of the Elders here, In charge, and
in all probabiiity but the Leglnning of
more to follow.

It glves us pleasure to record the
fact that the Saints’ church of this
city has by {ar the prettiest church
grounds within miles of here; they are
nicely sodded with bluegrass and
many blooming flowers throughout the
same. Not only do the members and
particular friends of the Church, but
our cltizens in general, take a great

deal of interest in the place, which Is
visited by many, none of whom can
but commend the good work. They
are loud in their praise of the en-
deavors of the Elders In charge to im-
prove and beautify the church
grounds.

On Saturday, July 3rd, the Latter-
day Baint Sunday school and friends
celebrated Independence day, by hold-
ing a picnic In a grove about half a
mile from the city. The participants
had a pleasant time and plenty of
good things to eat, and all greatly en-
Joyed the feast.

Arrangements are about complete
for the holding of a lawn fete by way
of observing the Ploner’s Jubilee to
take place in Salt Lake City during
this month. A splendid program {8 In
course of preparation, and a pleasant
time is anticlpated. WIill report par-
ticulara later. With hesat of wlshes,

July 9, 1897. A FRIEND.

SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANY.

An electric raflrond of Cape Town
has caused much trouble in the work-
ing of the submarine cable of the
Eastern and Soulh African Telegraph
company. To avold anchors this cable
iz looped around Table Bay, being
brought in this way within about 800
yards of the tramway for a mile or
more, and the consequence has heea
that whenever a car was started or
the wheels passed over sand or other
objects on the railg, the record of the
telegraph receiver became frregular.
| No effective remedy was found until
'a second cable was laid alongside the
first for ten miles and connected to
the receiver at one end and to earth at
, the other.

A metallurgist states that a mixture
of equal parts of aluminum and iron
casts solld, hut soon crumbles to pow-
der spontalneously, and that the use-
ful alloys econtain but a surprisingly
small propartlon of aluminum. The
amount added to steel {3 usually but
two tn four ounces per ton. This In-
creases materfally the soundness of the
ingots and causes the metal! to pour
much more quletly, but a slightly larg-
er proportlon leads to picking of the
ngots, and waste.

A new worm, living In colonies in the
roots of asters and popularly known as
“aster-worm.” hgs been described Dby
Rev. Hilderic Friend of Tipton, Eng.,
under the z2jentific name of enchy-
traeus parvulug Friend. It is the most
minutz member known of the order in-
cluding the enrthworms. Its length is
only about an elghth of an inch vyet it
has thirty segments, the first six or
seven being pelluecid.

The "acld drops” of the confcctioners
are suggested by a British pharmaceu-
tinal vriter as an effective cure for the
tohacco appetite, smokineg while the
acid taste remains {n the mouth being
pecullarly uauseating.

Fowdered pumlice stone has been
found by & German chemist to be an
effective filltering medlum for liquids
containing precipitates—Iliike barium
sulphate—Iikely to pass through paper.

Ambergris har been already shown
by Professors (. Gouchet and H.

Beauregard to be an interesting cal-
culus which is developed in the rec-

tum of the sperm whale. This cal-
culus I8 composed of crystals of am-
brine mixed with varying proportions
of black pigment from the rectal lin-
ing and with star-coral debris, and
when freshly removed is soft and not
at all pleasant in odor. After preser-
vation In an air-tight tin case for some
vears, the faecal odor is lost, or trans-
formed into an agreeable perfume that
gives the material & value of $260 to
$600 per pound. Little weight is lost
and this is not & case of slow desicca-
tion which ¢can be immitated or accel-
erated LY the withdrawal of water.
Continuing the researches. M. Beaure-
gard now finds that the change is due
to a microbe, which he names 8piril-
Ium rect! Physeteris. and which ap-
pears slowly to destroy the offensive
odor and to preduce the delicate per-
fume. Jt has not been determined
whether this microbe is eapable of pro-
ducing disease in the whale or in man.

Perhaps the most marvellous ceme-
tery known to science lgs the sheet of
chalk which seems at one time to have
covered the country from southern
England to Central Asia beyvond the
Sea of Aral, having an area of obout
3.000 miles long hy 1,000 miles broad.
This enormous bed was formed entire-
ly of the mlcroscopic remains of min~
ute sea animals. Isolated patches of
the great sheet now rematn, that of
England being more than 1,000 feet
thick, and covering the lsland south-~
enst of a line extending diagonally
from the North Sea at Flamborough
Head to the coast of the English Chan-
nel in Dorset.

Delirium tremens has been studied
by Dr. Jacobsen, a Danish physieian,
from records of 247 recovered cases.
He finds that while chronic alcoholism
is a necessary condition to the evolu-
tion of the disease, it is not sufficlent
alone to bring about an attack. whieh .
requires alsc some toxic agent. such
as may result from bacteria or from
diseases of the digestlve tract, the kld-
neys or the liver. It is ‘especially lia-
ble to be complicated by pneumomia.
It resembles itsclf an infectious dis-
ease, having a stage of incubation, a
duration of about four days, and end-
ing with a critical sleep. No treat-
ment appears capable of shortening
the dlsease.

Spring and others have shown that
metals may sometimes alloy at tem-
peratures far betow their melting
points, and another remarkable dis-
covery of similar kind is Berthelot's
recent combination of oxygen and hy-
drogen at temperatures below 300 de-
grees €. The action seema to depend
largely on the presence of a third
body, as in the well known combus-
tlon through the infiuence of SpODEY
platinum, With baryta, 77 per cent of
a mixture of oxygen and hydrogen
goon dlsappeared at 260 degrees, and
the whole of it had turned to water in
26 hours. The baryta at first com-
bines with part of the oxygen to
form barium, dioxide, which is then
reduced by the remaining hydrogen.

Ossalin is & grayish-white fat pre-
pared {rom beef-bone marrow, and
recommended as an olntment base,
Tt is claimed to be capable of taking
up as much as 200 per cent of water,
thus rendering the olntment easily
absorbable. It produces no irritation
of the skin, being mild and periectly
neutral.

A case of blindness from teeth-
crowding has been put on record bY
Dr, J. E. Gemmel. A boy of eleven
went to bed one night with normal
vision, but awoke fin the morning
quite blind. The pupils were dliated,
fixed, and not infiuenced by light.
investigation at last revealed the fact
that the teeth were wedged together,
when twe permanent and four tem-
porary molars were extracted. Sight
returned ip & few days without other
treatment.



