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DISCOUR s = Nero and the Romans to persecute | flected for a little season upon this prinei- | priesthoed? A legal and dire¢t commis-
f ple, I will refer 1o it as briefly oxpressed | gion from God to man. And who are B I p h
the Sainis in thefr day There in the third and fourth chapters of ihe | clothed with its authority and power? e' e ra' £
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REPORTED BY DAVID W. KVANS.

IT is always a source of pleasure o
me to meet with my brethren and
sisters in the gospel covenant. 1 re-
joice exceedingly in thegospel of Je-
sus Christ; and that I have the priv-
ilege of being numbered with the
Saints of latter days. I am thank-
ful for the blessings that we enjoy
as a people in these valleys. I feel
grateful for the many evidences we
bhave experienced of God’s merey
and protection.
that I have been able to see his
hand in our deliverance from the.
powers and machinations of our
enemies, from the earliest period
of cur existence as a people; and I
am thankful that I am able to see
the hand of the Lord over us at
present as conspicuously and as
clearly as at any former period of
our history.

We read in the revelations that
have come to us through the proph-
ets, both ancient and modern, con-
cerning the purposes of the Lord in
the latter days, and the restoration
of the gospel to the earth by a
holy angel, that itis to he preached
to every nation, kindred, tongue
and people under the whole hea-
vens, that every son and daughter
of Adam shall have the privilege
of kearing it, embracing it, partak-
ing of its blessings, and of bein
saved by its power. We read that
the Lord is going to do this work
and that he is going to cut it short
in righteousness; that it is his de-
sign to gather out the honest in
heart—those who are willing to
hearken to his counsels and obey
his laws. It is his design to gather
all such out from the nationsof the
earth that he may make of them a
People worthy of his name and his
»lessings, and prepare them to meet
him when he shall come to make
up his jewels; when he shallecome
to take vengeance upon the wicked
and ungodly, who know not God,
and who keep not his command-
ments upon the earth.

The hand of the Lord has been
visible in the gathering together of Eﬂiﬂp’ﬁgﬁtﬁ]&eﬁf“

I am thankful |

never was a time when it was more
fixed and determined in the heart
of the wicked to fight against and
destroy the kingdom from the earth
than now, and their failure will be
due only to the impossibility of the
task they have undertaken. And
:‘:EE is an Pvlctilanua te E?El'}'f uﬂa
hat possesses the least spark of the
light of the Holy Spirit—and should
be to all mankind—that the king-
dom of God is established, that his
priesthood is here, that the Saints,
or many of them, are magnifying
their calling and honoring the
priesthood, and also the Lord, both
with their lives and with their sub-
stance, which are his.
For my part I do not fear the in-

| fluence of our enemies from with-

out, as I fear that of those from
within. An open and avowed ene-
my, whom we may see and meet in
an open field, is farless to be feared
than a lurking, deceitful, treacher-
ous enemy hidden within us, such
as are many of the weaknesses of
our fallen human nature, which are
too often allowed to go unchecked,
beclouding our minds,leading awa

our affections from God and his
truth, until they sap the very foun-
dations of our faith and debase us
beyond the possibility or hope of
redemption either in this world or
that to come. These are the ene-
mies that weall have to battle with,
they are the greatest that we have
te contend with in the world, and
the most difficult to conquer. They
are the fruits of ignorance, gener

first Epistle of Peter. There you will see
that Jeaus himself preached the gospel to
the spirits in prison, **which some time
were disobedient, when once the long-
suffering .of God walted in the days of
Noah, while the ark was a preparing,
whereln few, that s, eight souls were
gsaved by water.” This may eeem strange
to some, that Jesus should go to preach
the lfooﬂel unto the wicked, rebellious an-
tediluvians, whose bodics had been des-
troyed in the flood because they rejected
the testimony of Noah, who had been
sent to rebuke their iniquities and warn
them of destruction decreed against them
if they did mnot repent, nevertheless itis
true. From this Seripture we not only
learn the condition of those who are cut
off in toeir sins because of their wicked-
ness In rebelling against the laws of God
and rejecting his servants, but euch of
them as have not sinned against the Holy
Ghost, however wicked they may have
been in this world—save committing that
| unpardonable sin—will have the privilege
of hearing the gospel In the spirit world:
““for,”” as the apostle says, ‘“‘for this cause
was Lthe gospel preached also to them that
are dead.” ‘‘Yes,” gays one, “‘dead in
gin, but not dead as to the fleeh.” But
the Apostle does not say fo, but to the
contirary, for the dead here referred to had
perished in the flesh and the Apostle con-
tinues—*‘‘That they might be jud ac-
cording to men in the h, but live ac-
cording to God in the epirit;*” that ls, out
of the body until the resurrection from
thedead. But first they must remain in
hell—the “prison hoeuse,” until they have
paid the penalty of their sins in the flesh,
even to the ;n:ﬁ:mmt .fnrt?ln r’]’] “Buat,™

8 one, possible?”’ e people
in Europe, where we have been preaching,
were struck with wonder and astonish-
ment when we mentioned this doctrine,
and eay they, “We had suppoeed that ‘as
the tree fell go it shenld lie,’ and that

|

ally arising out of unrebuked sin
and evil in our own hearts. The
labor that is upon us, is to subdue
our passions, conquer outr inward
foes, and see that our hearts are
right in the sight of the Lord, that

g

there is nothing calculated to grieve
his Spirit and lead us away from

the path of duty.

Those only who possess the lizht of the
Spirit of God and the faith of the Eﬂ!pel,
which ean only be possessed through
faithfalness and obedience to the require-
ments of heaven, can discern and know
the voice of the true Shepherd when they
hear it. We need not expect to be able to
discern the right from the wrong, the
truth from error and light from darkness
unless our eye is single and we have de-
clared oureelves for God and his work.
It we are divided in our thoughts, affec-
tions and interests, like the rest of the
world, we need not expect to comprehend
the willof the Lord when made known to
us, nojmatter how powerfully or directly
it may come. It will be all the same to us
unless we are in a position to receive the
light and the truth when it is offered unto
uss .. |
What ghall we do if we have neglected

n to pray. If we
olher duty, let us

this people for the last twenty-eight | seek unto the Lord for his Spirit, that we

vears; -yes, for the last iorty-tive | may know wherein we have erred and lost | fused to do in the
years, and no more so in that than | our opportunities, or let them pass

in everything connected with the
labors of his servanis, their coun-
sels unto, and their guldance of the
people by the inspiration of the Al-

us
unimproved. Let us seek unto the
in humility, determined to forsake every-
thing that would be an obstruction to our
receiving the intelligenee and . the light
that we need, and an answer toour pray-

mighty that was in them from the | ers, that we may approach him corfident

very beginning, At no time in the
history of thischurch hasthe hand

of the Lord been withdrawn from |

this people, his power shortened or
his eye ulept#;ut his eye has been
upon us, his-hand has been over us,
and his previdences have been in
our faver. Circumstances have
been over-ruled for good, the hand

of the enemy hasbeen turned away | 8

paralyzed, the efforts of the;wicked
1o destroy us have resulted in our
good and in their own discomfiture.
The greater the efforts on the part
of ourenemies to destroy us, the
greater the growth of the church
and kingdom of God, and the closer
has our union been, the better have
we been able to see the hand of the
Lord over us, and the inspiration
of the Almighty in the counsels of
his servants, and the more have we
been inclined to respect and abide
by the counsels given. The very
fact that the spirit of bitterness in
the hearts of the wicked toward us

that his ears will be open to our petitions,
that his #mrt w:ll be turned unto usin
mercy, that our gins may be forgiven, our
minds enlightened by the. inﬂEiencﬂ and
power of God, that'We may comprehend
our duly and have & disposition to perform
ity not topostpone it, not to set it aside,
norto say in onr hearte, *““We mustserve the
world or the deyil a littlelonger: we are not

yet prepared to serve ord f to
ive up onr evil habits, to lay nﬁi?é:fhla
straight forward

and that folly, and 1t
in the path of duty; 'we must sow a few
more wild oats before ‘we can fully make
up our minds and determine upon serving
the Lord and doing bis will upon earthas
it should be done, and as we know how

do it if we but yield obedience to the light
that has come into the world.” But when
we see what is necessary to be done, it be-
comes cur duty, and we should go to
with all our mjght and do it, no matter
what ovr desires may be to the contrary.
Whatever comes from the priesthood by
ingpiration we should be willing to re-
cclve as the counsel of the Almighty,
which we must of necessity obey and ex-
E{!ule in order Lthat we may be accepted of

im.
This is a lesson that we, as God's peo

ple,

at the present time is as virulent as

it ever was, and is every way sim- | my brethren and sisters. that we can climb

ilar to that manifested the
former-day Baints, against the Sa-
viour when he was upoa the earth,
and against his disciples, or the
people of God in any former age of
the world, ie an unmistakable evi-
dence that the Lord God Almighty
i1s with us to-day as much as he ever
was since Lhe organization of the
chureh, of"as much as he ever was
with any peeple he ever acknowl-
edged as his sinee the world began:
L do not beljeve there ever was a
people who were guided by revela-
tion, or acknowledged of the Lord
as his mg_la, that were not hated
and persecuted by the wicked and
the corrupt, and perhaps no people

were ever more uted than tﬂ!a |
people would be if it were in the
power of the enemy to-day to per-

thould cheerfully learn. Do you think,
up some other way, or enterin atsome
other door? Do you think that we can
take the things of God and bring them to
our standard, or square the principles of
the gospel of Jesus Christ by our rule?
Do you think thatwe would ever succeed
in an e¢ffort to dictate tothe Alm_lﬁlt{tlm
terms of our galvation? If we think eo
we arc, mistaken, decelved; we cannot do
it.” The purposés of the Almighty are un-
changed and unchangeabie, His Jaws en-
dure, and he is the same yesterday, to-
day anpd forever., lﬁl.pa';m will ripen
and be consumumited, and his deslgns be
completed. Therefore.if we 'do not.cons
form te his will, obey his laws and yield
to his requirements in this world, we will
be coneigned to *‘the “prison house,”
where we will remain—until we pay the
debt to the utlermost farthing. This is'a
tural, a reasona and a true- doe-
trive; for itis a doctrine of Lthe gospel of Je-
susChrist,and the Saints undersiand it,but
there may be some here who do not, and

| reach

‘there was no ealvation injthe grave.'”
Neither is there any salvation in the grave,
anc *“‘as the tree falls, so it lies,” but this
is pertaining to the flesh. Does the spirit
lie with the body? 1Is the spirit contined
in the ﬁnte? No. As the body falls, so0
it will lie until the resurrection: there is
no salvation in- the grave, but in Christ,
who is the *“‘light of life,”” and the spirit
soars beyond the grave; it does not slum-
ber in the dust, but is wafted to the place
prepared for it in the spirit world, to re-
celye its reward or punishment, ha"-ing
paesed the first judgment of God, t.ere
to await his merey, and the resurrection®
from the dead and the final judgement of
the greatlast day .. : | 1
Thus we see those: wicked, nnrepentant
antediluvians who even had the pnivilege
of hearing the pel in "the flesh, as
preached by Noab, and who rejected the
m of that servant of God, were ae-
tually vieited in the *‘prison house' by
the SBaviour himself and heard the gospel
from his own mouth afler he was ‘‘put to
death Iin the flesh.” Their prison was
opened, aud liverty was proclaimed unte
them in their captivity, in folfillment of
the prediction of the Prophet Isaiah, as
you might read in his 61st chapter, tbat
they may come forth, when they sball have
fulfilled the decree of judgment upon them
in the prison, or hell, to do the first works
necessary unto lalvn.tinn,i which they re-
nning.
Here will come in the }:ﬁncip!eu of bap-
tiem for the dead, and of proxy and heir-
ship, asrevealed through the Prophet Jo-
seph Smith, that they way receive a salva-
on and an cxaltarion, [ will not say a
ulness of blessing and glory,, but & re-
ward according to their merils and the
righteousness and mercy of God, even as
it will be with you and with me. Bat
there is this difference between us and the
antediluvians—they rejected the gospely
consequentiy they recceived not the truth
nor the testimony of Jesus Christ; there-
fore they did not sin agalnst a fuiness of
light, while we have received the fulpess of
the gospel; are admitted to the testimony
of Jesus éhriat, and a knowledge of the
livingand true God, whose will it is also
our privilege to know, that »e may do it.
Now if we gin, we sin against light and
knowledge and peradventure we may be
come guilty of the blood of Jesus Christ, for
| which sin there is no forgiveness,nelther in
this world nor in the worid to come. Jesus
him:elf declares (Matt. 12. S1.) that ‘“all
mauner of sin and blasphemy shall be for-
given usto men, but the blagphemy
t the Holy. Ghost shall not be for-
given unto mcn, nelther in this world,
neither in the world to come.” Thir is
not a new docfrine that bas just been re-
vealed throuch the Prophet Joseph Smith
or President Brigham Young, but it is the
doctrine of Jesus, a part aud portion of
that gospel which is the power of God un-
to salvation or unto damnatien. For who-
goever: will believe, repent, and be bap-
tized for the remission of sins shall
saved, and he that believes not ‘and
is not baptized shall 'be dammed.
And he that believes, Is baptized and re-
celves ‘the ligcht and testimoeny of Jesus
Christ, and walks well for a scason receiv-
ingjthe fulness of the blessings of thegospel
In this world, and afterwards turns whol-
ly unto siu, violating his covenants,he will
beamong those whom the gospel can wever
the spirit world; all such go be-
yond its faving power, they will taste the
second death, and be banished from the

|

| presence of Go? eternally.

"I feel well In {2e gospel of Jesus Chrlst.
I know that it is true, and I never liketo
have an opportunity fe.u me without bedr-
ing my testimony toit. I, therefore, bear
my testimony to you, that God has res-
tored the gospel, that Joseph Smith was
and is a true prophet, and that I’resident
Young is his rightful successor.

I have been sufrprised before now -at
hearing remarks from the disaflected and
-.Eocta. against the I’riesthood, as if
there was somelhing terrible concealed be-

secute us as it was in the pewer of

for their benefit, as well as to refresh the
memorics of those who ma'y not have re- |

neath that term. What constitutes the |

President Young? Yes. But Is the
only man who holds the priesthocd? No.
Nor are his counselors and the Twelve the
only ones who hold it, but the High Prieats,
the Seventles, the Elders, Prieats, Teachers
and Deacons, all hold a portion of the
Holy Priesthood. There is scarcely a
member of the church who is not num-
bered in the ranks of those clothed upon
by this power; certalnly it is so with
every man who has received blessings In
the house'of the Lord, inasmuch as he
has continued faithful, and of snch is the
church composed, for the vnfaithful cut
themselves off in a measure both from the
church and from the puwer and privile es
of the priesthood and are not to be relied
upon. Therefore, when the priesthood,
—or those holding It—are ridiculed, revi -
ed or persecuted, the blow is aimed and
the evil is designed against the whole
church and not individuals, although as
our enemies le out individ as
targets om whom to vent their wrath and
spleen. A blow openly aimed at President
eung Is secretly destined a t the
whole people constituting the church over
which he presides; any tttemgt to pro-
scribe.or destroy him or his brethren as in-
dividuals,because of their influence or po
sition among the people,is o far indirectly
an attempt to proscribe and destroy the
whole community of which they are but
members, and every member of the com-
munity should, and so far as guided by a
proper sense of justice and
assuredly doee,consider himsell or herself
nally assailed and aggrieved by any
guch .ifuﬂt,hT’hﬂolHn'cg: “ ptible in thg
eyes of this whole ple, therefore, mus
they be who rail peo“ the Priesthood,
and at the same time make themsclves
as consplecuously loud in thelr professions
of friendship to the masses. They leave
the covering of their designs too thin to

ght, most |

AMERICAN.

WASHINGTON, 1.—Matured debt
$22,430,870; legal tenders $372,541,~
479; certificates of deposit $42,610,-
000; fractional currency 42,356,105;
coin certificates $19,796,500; total .
without interest $477 304,084; total
debt $2,207,986,254; total interest
$34,960,516; cash in treasury, coin,
$70,404,676;, cash in treasury, eur-
rency, $12,014,962; decrease of debt
during November $480,078; decrease
since June 30, 1875, $10,771,593;
bonds issued to Pacific R. R. Co’s.4
interest Puyabla in lawful money,
principal outstanding, $64,623,512;
interest accrued and not yet Q
$1,615,587; interest paid by U.
$282,028 07;interest repaid by trans—
;Eortatiuu of mails, &e., $6,575.854;

alance of interest paid by U, S.
$21,626,933. | -

The Becretary of the Treasury
to day appointed A. E, Wilson, of
Liouisville to be chief clerk of the
Treasury department, to fill the
vacancy caused by the resignation

|of Avery.

The Postmaster General’s annual
report shows the receipts of the de-
partment $29,441,360, and expendi-
tures $33.611,309. The receipts exceed
those of 1874 by 1.13-100 per cent,
and the expenditures 4.62-100, The
actual amount drawn from the
Treasury was $4,716,329, or $543,606
less than the previvus year. The
increase on the U, S. territorial rate

conceal thelr hypocrisy and their deter-

mined bitterness and enmity against the
people and the work of Gnd?

on British elosed mails transaported
by rail between New York and San

A deacon in the church should exerelse | Francisco,present rates flxed by the

the authority of that calling in the Priest-
bhood, and honor that position as sincerely

and faithfully as a high ﬁﬂut Or an apos=| ¢.tion.

tle should his calling, f g that he bears

a portion of the responsibility of the |

kingdom of God in the world, in commen
with all his brethren. Every man should
feel in his heart the necessity of doing his
part in the great latter-day work. All
should seek to be instrumental in rolling
it forth. ' More especially is it the duty of
every one who possesses any portion of
the aunthority of the Holy Priesthood to
magnifly and honor that calling, and no-
where can we begl.n to do so
vantage than right here, within ourselves,
and when we have cleaned the inside of
the platter, cleansed our own hearts, cor-
rected our own lives, fixed our minds up-
on dolng our whole duty towards God
and man, we will be prepa‘ed to wield an
inflnence for in the family circle,
society, and 1o all the walks of Jife.
We should scek to do

It is true that Jesus eays there is none
good but one, that is God:; we must ac-
ceptthisin the fullest scnse of the word,
but there are other d of 88,

postal conventien of 1862, are not
paying the actual cost of transpor-
~ The report shows the oper-
atioms of the various bureaus of the
department concerning = which
much information has already been
published, . The money order de-
partment, the annual transactions
of which have reached abouteighty
millions, shows an apparent profit
of $120,000, though really in arrears

better ad- | and thestationery

more than that, if the clerk here
required for busi-
ness were charged directly to its
account. In case of war provision
should be made for the transports-—
tion of our mails on important
ocean routes,in steamships officered

in | and manned by our own citizens

and sailing under our own flag. A

and to be good. | moderate cempensation in excess of

postages now allowed would enable
the establishmentand maintenance
of American lines to Eurepe and

g0 that we may be good, righteons, and BouthAl:Hﬂrim.andn moderate mail

even perfect in our spheres, as Godds
righteous, or perfect in his exalted an
glorious ephere. These excellent ghali-
ties of mind and soul should govern our
lives in the midst of our families and
neighbors, among our brethren of the
household of faith, and in all eur inter-
course with mankind, that we may win
ouls from error orance, folly and
crime to God an Christ, and help
them to stand until they beécome rti‘-un;}
in the faith, and thus become saviours o
men upon Mount Zion, worlhy of the
name ol our God. } - :
May the Lord bless yon and all Israel,
and especially his aged servant who stands
at our head, and his associutes in counsel,
the Joved face of one of whom, on lookin
round, I find e from our midst, bu
his life-long exampleé slill lives with us
and will live forever. Amen.

At a meeting of the Brmk]yﬁ foclety for

the Propagution of Plety, held at the resi-
dence of one of the brethren, a young man

ol +erious aspect sat down before the piano,
:mﬂ,l I:ﬂ" hisy out in & strain of mrlad
melody. | A . s

___ | i.".. 5 -'.-

ol ]

HE G IR TN e

T. J. Donkin, of the 11th Ward of ihis city,
a daugheer. :

e E— e

‘At Hooper, Wélber Co., “November 30th,
1875, ‘of ehills and fever, aftér an illhess
of eightecn days, MIRIAM COMBS SEL-

MAN. : | .

Bec?ued born.at Upton Woble, Eom-
crsetehire, England, April 26th, 1824: was
baptized February 1st. 1851; marrfed Mark
Seimah February 2Z4th, 1805 emigrated to
Utah in 1874. £he lived and died in full
faith of the gospel.—Ogden Junction.

READ the new advt. of Wm.
Jennings, Sons & BSadler, who an-
nounce a .general stock of the
cholcest family groceries, eandies
and -nute;ralsins and currants al-
ready cleaned, also hardware,
crockery, etc., at the lowest prices.
They have .daily arrivals of the
latest styles of staple and faney
dry goods, notions, boots and shoes,
men’'s. bats and cape, ladieg’ fars
and underwear, gents' furnishing

s, and all the latesl novelties
n the market. 'The cheapest place

Docember ﬁth;lﬂﬁ:tn uzabetrh','ﬁit-'a ot | P

s person not a bidder at. any

compensation for a line to Japan
and China will doubtless continue
mail service to those countries in
American ships after the termina-
tionof the existing subsidy. eon-
tract, which will expire on the 31st
of Dec., 1876. I think it safe to say
that the sum of $500,000 per annum
now granted as a subsidy to the
[Japan and China line for single
monthly service on that route,
would, in additien to postages on
mails, be quite sufficient, judicious-
ly apportiened between the respec-
tive routes, to maintain eflicient
service by mail steamers sailing
under our flags on all important
ocean routes, which should be occu-
pied hv lines of American steamers.
tHe says the evil of straw bidding,
which avnually invelves the de-
partiment in the loss of many hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, can,
in my juigment be eflectually re-
moved by sueh change in the law
us will authorize the P. M. Gen-
eral, on the failure of ‘any accepted
bidder, to offer the contraet as at
resent to the next lower bidder on
the list, if in his judgment the bid

| be not too hwgh, and if this is not

and the lowest bidder declines to
enter into the contract,tc"be author-
ized to enter iunto contract with a
| price
E?lt exceeding said next lowest

ils

The fast mail serviee is praised
and the opinion expressed that at
no distant day the business of the
department will be so ‘great as to
indace railread coinpanpies to run

|similar trains from New Fogland

to the Gulf and fron
to the Pacifie. "~
1t is recommended thiat any per-
son be permitted, without addition-
al charge, to write a form of pres-
entation in any book, pamphlet,
magazine, periodieal, or any other
matlt.e‘r {}f this class, and also that &
sender of any package be permitted,
without additional eha P? to write
his or her nam® and address ou the
outside thereof, with the word
“from” abeve or preceding the
same, 80 as to in‘orm the person
aGdressed of the 1 we of the Bend-

1 the Atlantic

to buay.

jer, and to write biitfly en any



