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refer is this: Thint the administra-
tor is an ageut of Jesus Christ
duly authorized and cmpowered
fo net in His name, and that
he who receives the administration
is prepared by repentance for this
operation. @ gous into the water
in his sins nnd comes up eut of it
without them, they having lecen re-
mittel, according to the promise ns
Christ came out of the grave freed
from physienl corruption. How
could nny act be conceived of that
would be more appropriate to the
theory of Christianity itself than
this?

This introduces the fact that the
admipistrnlor  nust  have been
called of God, *‘as wns Anrom;?’
otherwise be {8 notan agent of the
Bavior, pot belng authorized by
Him; and if he is not, then one of
the pnrties to the transaction is not
represented and s not hound by the

conditions of the obeervnnee,
and has no Jlot nor part in
the matter, for He has not per-

formed it. The position isthat he vho
receives the oridiuance takes itin
his @wn proper person, he who ad-
ministers it {Christ does so by the
arent whom He has empowered.
This is nccording to the principle
enunciated by the Savior when He
sald it is the same whether His
-teachings were uttered by Himself
or by the mouths of His servants
whom He has empowered.

This ordinance of baptism has ap
application to all nccountable be-
inFR, and its universality is o power-
ful evidence of its correctness, be-
sides its hnrmony with™ the
Christian  system genernlly; for
Christ, as 1 hnve said, preached
to those who bhad lived upon
the earth and had not received
the Christian rite which I have hoen
endeavoring to define, He had
preached to them, and His servants
who are nuthorized and have gone
behind the vall also preach to thoso
who are disumbndied and nre in
the spirit world. They preach to
them the theory of the Gospel, and
they likewise must receive the ordi;
nnnce ol baptlsm for the remission
of #ins, that they may ohtain also
the haptism of the Holy Spirit. As
Christ «aid, “Execopt a man Laborn
of water and of the Spirit, he can-
not enter into the Kingdom of
Ged.”?

The sirailes or comparisons made
by Christ vre the most beautiful nnd
inted that were ever applled, and
ere is ono_that is pe(‘uhurly ap-
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baptized of water and of the Holy | natural appearance of n man. But

Ghost.

There isa process by which those
who have not reecived these things
in this life enn have them made ap-
plicalile to themm, nlthough they hnve
departed and gone tothe other life;
for the work of the Gospel is largely

viearious in its charncter. The fun- |

damental prineiple of Christianity

they belong not to the world. Christ
Baiys, “Ye nre notof the world, for
I have chosen you out of the world.
If yo were of the world, the worl

would love you, for the world loveth

I its own.”

One of the evidencesof this spirit-
ualbirth is that it drnws upon itR su
jects the forees of antagonism that

is of that nature, inasmuch as Christ{ exist in the world: Therefore they

died vieariously for the sins of. the
world. Henee the Apostle Pauli,
reasoniing on the vnlidity of the res-
urrection as a vital fnct. 08 a true
Christian doctrine, was endeavor-
Ing to show those who thought oth-
crwise the fallney of their position,
and he said: “Else what shall the
do which nre baptized for the dem.f:
if the dead rise not atall; why are
they then Laptized for the dead???
This he gave as an evidence of the
resurrection of the dead nimost in
these worde: ““Why do ye work In
behalf of those that are in their
graves? 11 they are not going to
rise of what value is it to then?
Why are ye buptized for them if they
arp not to be resurrected???

Baptism for the dead wnsa doe-
trine of the primitive Church of
Christ—when it existed in its purity
and power, and it hos been revealed
ns a part of jt in this generation
through a Prophet that God rnised
up to usher in the last dispensation
of the fulness of tlhimes. That is the
renson why the Latter-day Saints
build temples and trawel over the
earth in order to obta’n genecalogical
information regarding their progen-
itors, that they may go into those
sacred cdifices and do n work
for the dead which the latter nre un-
able to perform for themseives.

Il the doctrines of Christianity
were not unjversal in their applien-
tion there would be in them a Inck
of beauty; harmony and conprehen-
sivenesss; they would il short of
that wihiieh would take within the
folds of salvation the whole of the
hunian race, in time or in cternity.

Not to dwell further on thin
ordinanee I now come to what is
called “the birth of the &pirit.”
Christ defined it in beautiful lan-
guage: “The wind bloweth where
it listeth and ye hear the sound
thereof, hut know not whence it
comelh nor whither it gocth; so i
every one thnt is born of the&pirit,*?

A minister of Jesus Christ who is
duly empowered and authorized hy
revelntion to acf in His name has
power not only to preach Christ
and Him erucified and enll all men

t)licahle. He compares the opern- |everywhere to repentance, and bap-

ion not only as the Apostle i’aul
did,to a burial, hut to a birth. Now,
will any person inform me if he ean
enter the physieal life, the life we
are now in, except he be born into
it? There is no other process, and
if we had not heen born we would
still have been on the other side. So
Christ said in effect, Except ye be
born with this new birth of wnter
andd of the spirit, ye must stay out-
side the Kingldom of God;for noman
can enter it except he “be horn of
water antd of the Bpirit.# It ie ab-
sujd to lay down a proposition to the
eftect that lwing born of water aud
of the Bpirit has reference to any
other process than that of being

tize them for the remission of rins,
but'alss to lay his hands upon the
heads of baptized believers who have
mlvapced that far, bestowing
upon them the Holy Ghost. They
receive that Bpirit which constitutes
them members of the Chureh of
Christ. Tflt-';y enter the heavenly
or spiritual Kingdom; they arc born
into a spiritual element or atmos-
phere.

How shal} we discover thove whe
have fudergone the now birth?
Are they discoverable in the midst
of the world? Christ said they
were, although not changul in per-
sonal appeurauce to any marked ex-
tent, Christ himsell having nll the

who live godly in Christ Jesus have
atways been trented with scorn, cob-
tumely and injustiee by the world,
because thy two Bpirits cannot amal-
gamute. The spirit of the world nnd
the Bpirit of Jesus Chirist differ c8-
sentinlly in their constituents or
clements. |
Hence you view an ordinary fuain
of the world. He may be moral,
but heis governed alimost exclusive-
ly by hisenvironments. Notso with
him who has necepted Christ and
posacsses His Spirdt, for there 8
aumething within that guides him.
He is governed from above and in-
ternally; he is not of the werld; his
ways are distinetive from those whio
surround him. A true Christinn

is  considered by the worll
18 heinrg Inrgely in the mature
of n feol, because he oes

not, as A rule, exhibit what is es-
teemed to be the wisdom of the
world, It is folly for mwen to pro-
fess to be Latterdny Baints and
seem nll the time as if they wanted
to selze the earth nnd hug it to their
hearts, ns though they loved it bet-
ter thnn the things of eternity.
SBuch men may run well for a time,
and may have the exeuse w offer
that they must see after temporal
things., This will not justify an
exclusive devotion to fontters of
that nature. There i3 now before
4¢he  Elders of, the Church of
Jesus Christ of Lintter-dny Saints
a sin-laden world,  whiell
has not yet henrd that Ged
hns spoken from heaven; that
the dark clouds of superstition
which have overhung the earth a8
acanopy for nges have nt Inst Leep
broken nnd that the sunlight of rev-
elation has come from lhieaven like
a voice in the wilderness erying
unto the people, Lo the wilderness
becnuse the light having come “the
darkness comprehendeth it not,’
although it shines in the midstof
the gloom. It is our duty to plac®
our affections but mvager]'ufoﬂ
the things of the world, but
lavishly on the truth as it is N
Christ, seeking to be filled with the
love of Qod. which ineludes the
love of humanity.

There are no people that [ 1ino¥
of who exhibit the love of
more than the Lntter-day Baints
with nll onr shortcomings; for nt the
call of duty the Elders go forth
taking their lives in their hands:
sacrifieing thelr worldly concerds
and interests, going to the ends @
the earth witliout purse or sceript@
mnke this declaration: (hat God hné
spoken; that Jeseph Bmith waus,ant
is, a I'rophet, It is true thint suc
statements scem  marvellous  alt
absurd  in  the enrs of the
pesple nt lnrge;  but  why
should 1 say that unything ¥
fulse that is solemnly sl honestly

declared simply because it has not

-




