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refer is this that the administra-
tor Isib an agent of jesus christ
duly authorized and empowered
to act in his name and that
liehe who receives the administration
is preparedared by repentance for this
operation he goes into the water
in his sins and comes up out of it
without them they having been re-
mitted according to the promise as
christ came out of the grave freed
from physical corruption how
could aany act be conceived of that
would Ube more appropriate to the
theory of christianity itself than
this

this introduces the fact that the
administrator must have been
called of god imas was aaron
otherwise hebe is18 not an agent of the
savior not being authorized by
him and if he is not then one of
the parties to the transaction is not
represented and is not bound by the
conditions of the observance
and has no lot nor part in
the matter for he has not per-
formed it theposition is that he ako
receives the ordinance takes it in
hisbis own proper person he who ad-
ministers it christ does so by the
agent whom he has empowered
this is according to the principleve0enunciated bby the savior when he
said it is tzethe same whether his
teachings were uttered by himself
or by the mouths of his servants
whom he has empowered

this ordinance of baptism has an
application to all aeaccountablecountable be-
ings and its universality is a power-
ful evidence of its correctness be-
sides its harmony with the
christian system generally for
christ as I1 have said preached
to those who had lived upon
the earth and had not received
the christian rite which I1 have been
endeavoring to define he had
preached to them and his servants
who are authorized and havehavegonegone
behind the vallvail also preach to those
who are disembodied and are I1inn
the spirit world they preach to
them the theory of the gospel and
they likewise must receive the ordis
nance of baptism for the remission
of sins that they may obtain also
the baptism of the holy spirit As
christ said except a man be born
of water and of the spirit he can-
not enter into the kingdom of
GWgod 11

the similes or comparisons made
by christ orere the most beautiful and
pointedanted that were ever appappliedlleO andgorehere is one that Is peculiarly ap-
plicablerlicable he compares the opera-
tion not only as the apostle laul
diatodid to a burial but to a birth now
will any person inform me if he can
enter the physical life the life we
are now in except he be born into
it there is no other process and
if we had not been born we would
still have been on the other side so
christ said in effect except ye be
born with this new birthbirth of water
and of the spirit ye must stay out-
side the kingdom of godfoy no man
can enter it except hebe be born of
water and of the spirit it isie ab-
surd to lay down a proposition to the
effect that being born of waterlandwatwatererandand
of the spirit has reference to any
other process than that of being

baptized of water and of the holy
ghost

there is a process by which those
who have not received these things
in this life can have them made ap-
plicablegli cable to them although they bahaveve
departed and gone to the othor life
for the work of the gospel is largely
vicarious in its character the fun-
damentalda principle of christianity
is of that nature inasmuch as christ
died vicariously for the sins of the
world hence the apostle paul
reasoning on the validity of the res-
urrectionur as a vital fact as a true
christian doctrine waswa endeavor-
ing to show those who thought oth-
erwise the fallacy of their position
and he said else what shall they
do which are baibaptizedzed forthefor the dead
if the dead rise not at all why are
they then baptized for thethe dead
ththiss he gave as an evidence of the
resurrection of the dead almost in
these words why do ye work in
behalf of those that are in their
graves if they are not going to
rise of what value is it to them
why aream ye baptized for them if they
are not to be resurrected

baptism for the dead was a doc-
trine of the primitive church of
christ when it existed in its purity
and power and it hashaa been revealedreveal
as aparta part of it in this generationirene ration
throughghaa prophet that goddod raised
uup to usher in the last dispensationortheof the falness of times that is the
reasonmason why the latter day saints
build temples and travel over the
earth in order to oata n genealogical
information regarding their
igors that they may go into those
sacred edifices and do a work
for the dead which the latter are un-
able to perform for themselves

if the doctrines of christianity
were not universal in their applica-
tion there would be in them a lack
of beaubeautytir harmony and comprehend

they would fall short of
that which would take within the
folds of salvation the whole of the
human race in time or in etereternity

not to dwell further on this
ordinance I1 now come to what is
called the birth orof the spirit
christ defined it in beautiful lan-
guage the wind floweth where
it listeth and ye hear the sound
thereof but know not whence ltit
cometh nor whither it goethI1 so is
every one that is born of theeSpiritth api rit 1

A minister of jesus christ who is
duly empowered and authorized by
revelation to act in hishia name hasbag
power not only to preach christ
and him crucified and call all men
everywhere to repentance and bap-
tize them for the remission of sins
but also to lay his hands uuponn the
heads of baptized believers afowho have
advanced that far bestowing
upon them the holy ghost they
receive that spirit which constitutes
them members of the church of
christ theyy enter the heavenly
or spiritual kingdom they axeare born
into a spiritual element or atmos-
phere

how ahal we discover thochofeee who
have finder gone the new birth
are they discoverable in the midst
of the world christ said they
were although not changed in per-
sonal appearance to any marked ex-
tent christ himself having all the

natural appearance of a man but
they belong not to the world christ
sasays8 CC ye are not of the world for
I1 havetave chosen you out of the world
itif ye were of the world the world
would love you for the world loveth
its own

one of the evidences of this spirit-
ual birth is that it draws udpnpon its sub-
jects the forces of antagonism that
exist in the world therefore they
who live godly in christ jesus have
always been treated with scorn con-
tumely and injustice by the world
because thothe two spirits cannot amal-
gamate theth spirit of the world and
the spirit of jesus christ differ es-
sentiallysenti ally in their constituents or
elements

hence yov view an ordinary man
of the world he may be moral
but he isgoverned almost exexclusive-
ly

causi ve
by his environments not so with

him who has accepted christ and
possesses his spirit for there i
something within that guides him
he is governed from above and in-
ternallyternally he is not of the world hishia
ways are distinctive from those who
surround him A true christian
is considered by the world
as being largely in the nature
of a fool because he does
not as a rule exhibit what is es-
teemed to be the wisdom of the
world it is folly for men to pro-
fess to be latter day saints and
seem all the time as if thetthey wanted
to seize the earth and hugbug itt tto their
hearts as though they loved it bet-
ter than the things of eternity
suchlucli men may run well for a time
and may have the excuse to olteroffer
that they must see after temporal
things this will not justify ap
exclusive devotion to matters orof
that nature there isib now beforebeabree
theothe elders of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints
a sin laden world which
has not yet heard that god
has spoken from heaven that
the dark clouds of superstition
which have overhung the earth as
a cancanopypy for ages have at last been
broken and that the sunlight of rev-
elation has come from heaven like
a voice in the wilderness crying
unto the people in the wilderness
because the light having come the
darkness comprehendeth it not
although it shines in the midst of
the gloom it is our duty to place
our affections but meermeagerly UuponUaly CDthe things of the world butut
lavishly on the truth as it is in
christ seeking to be filled with the
love of god which includes the
love of humanity

there are no people that I1 know
of who exhibit the love of god
more than the latter day saintssainte
with all our shortcomings for at thebe
call of duty the elders go fortforth
taking their lives in their handsbands
sa their worldly concernsconcen8

and interests going to the ends of01

the earth without purse or scrip to

make this declaration that god hasbao
spoken that joseph smith aasandwasandwakano
is19 a prophet it is true that buellbeof
statestatstatementsemente seem marvmarcellousmarvellousmarvelellousloue atoand
absurd in the earscare of thew
people at large but why
should 1I say that anything s
false eliat is solemnly and honestlyhonestjy
declared simply because it has aa


