DISCOURSE

By Presldent J. M. GRANT, Buwery, Aug. 3, 1856.

[REPORTED BV J. V. LONG,]

Having the privilege of speaking to you

tbis morning, I particularly need the aid and|{of Mormon and therein

assistance of the Spirit of the Lord, for I have
been laboring under indispusition for several
weeks, and do not possess that physical force
which is natural to me, therefore, 1 need more
ef the divine influence of the Holy Spirit.

We have prolfessedly gathiered ourseives to
this land to serve our God; we feel that we
have found the pearl of great price. It mat-
ters but little in relation to the land that we
dwell upon, or the special comforis of life that
wo may have found and now enjoy in thisland,
80 we but have within us that eternal treasure
that warrants us in believing thiat we please
eur God, and that he approbates our_course.

I am aware that the christians would think
inasmuch as they have circulated the Bible
among the natious of the éarth, that they have
thereby done much towards spreading the gos-
pel and establishing the kingdom of God on
the earth. Bul you, a8 reasonabie men, would
consider that I reasoned very badly, were I to
say that the Uuited States by circalating the
Constitution among the various zovernments on
the earth, had (hereby established so many
Republics.

In order for the Kingdom of God to have an
existence upon the earth, we natarally need
the radiant light of heaven, we need the di-
vine sanction of the almighty, and he will set
a man to properly organize his people and exe-
cute those things which be designs to haye
carried out. Some way ask why ihe Latler
Day Saints rejoice, 1afswer, we rejoice, not
alone in that we have a claim superior to the
claims of othere; not alone in that we have
iouses and lands, and powers aud authority,
and the comforts ol this city, bat in the privi-
leges given us by the Almighty, through faith
and obedience, for being more happy than
other people. We have not the faciitties that
the people of mauy other cities aad parts of
the earth possess; indeed we are deprived .of
many of the cowforts and iuxurics which
many enjoy in other climes. But suppose we
are, did we gome here for them? Were they

the grand object of our leaving our native soil? |

Was this the view we had when we left Eu-
rope, the United States. or any other part of
the earth, or the islands of the sea? i we
come liere to obtain a better furm, to obtain the
luxuries of life? If this was the object of oar
pursuit, we have certainly been miswaken.

It is possible that sowme may hive been
templed, as they were in the dys of Jesus, by
the loaves and fishes; bt those who auderscood
the truth, and comprehended and loved virtue,
had no such idea. They undersiood that the
gospel of the Son of Ged, proclaimed aund
taught by the proper officers, hud beed bronghi,
unto them, and that the sceptre of hfe Lad
been held ont to them. And may we not, as
Saints of God, rejoice that we have found and
received the truth. that we have tasted of is
sweetness and that# has made us happ;?

IL watters not whether yon dwell w Great
Balt Lake City, or in the different settlements
of this Territory, or whether you are a$sociu-
ted with those thut are foilowing some special
branch of wechanism, if yon huve the princi-
ples of eternal life, the
the will of the Lord, the power of God within
you, for then you will be contented. Oa Lhe
other hand, if you have not the prineiples that
come from Heaven, though you may have rich
80il to cultivate and splendid houses to dweli
in, thotigh you may be connected with weaithy
and influential families and possess choice |o-
calities in a powerful State, vou are not happy,
you are not contented, for there is a vacuum

where the principles of life should be, and guhi.

and silver will not fill it and satisfy the crav-
ings within.

Some people act as if they looked for this
city to be like the various other cities of th»
earth, and if they do not prosper as well us
they think they ought, they tura round upon us
as though this world’s goods werz the primry
object of their coming here. 1admifthat Hex-
ven has seen fit to give us many of the com-
forts of life, but the primary object of our
coming here was not to obtain more desirable

gift ef the Holy Ghost, |

| they argue, will save the people,

: Loater Dy Saints,in these valleys,upon hearing | selves cleanly

THE DESERET NEWS.

Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, which  Brethren and sisters, we understand the diff-
he was authorized to adininister. |erence between enjoying and reading of e::ljoy.
Many complied with the teachings of the ment, between the history of a feast and the
Prophet, and what was the result? Much the feast itself; also between the history of the
same as we read of in the Bible and the Book law of God and the law itself.
of Mormon. The Prophet translated the Book | When the Prophet Joseph came among the
found the subject of people he did pot tell them that he would sell
salvation set forth as itis in the Bible, only them the word of God, but after he had estab-
more plainly and fully. The Book of Mor- lished the truth in their minds and they were
mon and the Prophet Joseph tanglit repentance baptized, he then laid his hands upon them
the same as the Bible, therefore they agreed; that theg might receive the gift of the Holy
and the Prophet never limited that instruction, Ghost, for he had promised this, and they re-
‘neither did he limit any of the teachings of ceived the Holy Comforter and the same light,
‘the ancients. ‘the same spirit, the same power of God, and
If Joseph had merely sold the people the Bi- the same principies of eternal life; that very
ble and Book of Mormon, would they have re- gift which is the greatest gift of God, and it
ceived the gift of the Holy Ghost? It was, %m’e them the same joy, and the same great
and I presume still is, a favorite theme with blessings. and this Spirit taught them the will
Mr. Alexander Campbell, of the United States, of God. *
that ‘the word is the spirit and the spirit isthe | Herein is the difference between this church,
word,” in short that there is no spirit to be ye-'and the people of the world. They rejoice in
ceived separate from the word of God. His thinking that their forefathers had such rich
logic amounts to this, virtually, ‘simply preach blessings, and that they were so happy and
the Bible, the word of God and salvation as rejoiced so much that they saw God, his Son
printed in the Bible; and all who purchase Jesus Christ, and Peter, James and John; and
the Bible thereby purchase eternal life.? that their forefathers received the Holy Ghost.
Who that is rational and possessed of adis-| We rejoice that we have seen and that our

position to sean the subject can believe such a prophets have received the like bleash{% and |
e re-

doctrine? Doubtless Moses heard the thunder
of the Almighty on Mount Sinai and saw the _ _ _
lightnings, but would you say that I was rea- Son lives, and that the gifts and blessings are
soning correctly, if I were to say that [ heard beslowed uponus. _
that thunder and saw these lightnings simply | Itis generally admitted tha.i; it is natural for
through reading the history thereof in the Bi- parents to love their young children as well as
ble? ~Again, would I be reasoning correctly to the older ones, and if there be any difference,
say, because I have read the account of what they will Jove the youngest ones a little the
transpired on the day of Pentecost, when the most, for they sometimes have to be more
Spirit was poured out upon the people and Pe- | severe with the older'ones. _ _ !
ter spoke as he was moved upon by the Holy| Butthe world reverse this doctrine with re-
Ghost, that I therefore have seen the day of |gard to the Alighty, for they make God love
Pentecost? That because I have read the his- | Adam, Abraham and the ancients, but when it
tory of some of the operations of the Holy | comes down to the present time their wonder-
Ghost, therefore T have the Holy Ghost? Or ful, peace-miking religion makes them rejoice
that I heard them speak in tongues, because I|that their older brethren and sisters had rich
have read the history of persous speaking in | dinners and suppers, and that they had feasted
tongtles? Certainly not, on the good things of heaven, but that our Fa-

I am aware that hundreds and thousands of | ther is so unmerciful in our day that we have
different denominations disagree with Mr. |to eat husks. _ S )
Campbe;ll, and also declare that they receive| According to the doctrine of onr religious
the Spirit of the Lord, what they call the new friends, we have to rejoice that the ancients
birth, a change of the heart, pat off the old enjoyed the rich blessings of our Father, and
man and puton the new man, and at the same |that he will not give us anything but the his-
time the operations of their minds,their course [tory thereof. (Prest. B. Yoaung: Aud the
of life anfall their doings and sayings, prove  challl) . _ |
that they are equally as far behind as Mr. | Sach a course i3 not as consistent as that of
Campbell, and that they have only the history the devil, for he treats his first children ina
of the licht itself. certain way.-and then he treats all the others

Should you light a room with gas, and should | in much the same way; he treats everybody
an artist take a sketch of the light and some au- | about alike. ) 3 o, S
thor write a history of the affair, and at a sub- | Have we not a right to receive those blessings
sequent date some other man write a history, ! that were enjoyed by our elder brethreu? If
and should the two aceonnts be placed together, | the devil temp:s” and tries every body, and if
describing the beanty thereof and benefit there- jthE young ctn.dren_hrwe to be 'll_"Ed: why not
of, would the history of the lizht and the ben- | the young be blest like the old children?
efit that had been derived therefrom, and the| Iam aware that the Latfer Day Saints re-
abundance of that light that was said to have  quire a great deal of preaching, .and some of
exisied, light up a hali? If it would, do not  that too on subjects very easy of comprehen-
buy any more candies, but read the history of | sion; I will tell you what 1 said to oune of our
i candles, and stick that history in your ecandle- | home missionaries, a few days ago, and [ said
sticks; read the history of oil and wick, and |tlie same to one of the brethren from Grants-
stick thatin your lamp, and see how much | ville, when speaking to him about the petty
light you will get. wrangling there, )

You may read the Book of Mormon and the| They wanted a new local president and a
' Book of Deoeclrine and Covenants, and the | new local bishop, they wanted this, that and
' word of God in its varions written and printed | the other, and “""5]!":‘1 to kuow whait we had (o
fors, and after you have read them all, have say. [Iremarked, if you wish to know what I
“you by so doing, gained any right to say that have to say, I will tell you.
'you hive the light of Moses, Isaiah, Daniel| Said I if an angel of God should come to
 and olher ancient and modern men of God?— Fhﬂt village he would 31y to its inhabitants,
| llave you any reuson to say that you possess |“*repent aml wash your bodies, rerent and elean
thesame light, the game Joys the same spirit, | Up your door vards, repent an FIc.Ltlsc your
as they did, in consequence of your pﬂsusﬂingEnut-hnwme.q,h all of which I seriously tuink
 the sume written word of God that they pos- | that they have much need to do.
| sessed?  Yes, if Mr. Campbel’s doctrine be| After theyhave actuilly cleansed themselves
: coireet. No l]unht the followers of Mr. Camp- and comimence {lt}iﬂg I‘lghi‘. and have cleansad
beil consider the doctrine true, and his logic
and reasoninye correet,

Some in the so called Christian world con-
tend that the spirit is the word, and that word,

not that we read of their enjoyment,.

a man of God, might tell them what further
to do. .

I actually suppose that in the inatrnctions
which an angel of God would give, the very
first lesson woald be to teach cieanliness to the
filthy, and then insiruct them to keep them-
all the time. This is wh tt our
President is frequently teaching youy and yet
yon may go into some pirts of this city, and
ryon would aciunally think that Provo river
affords no more water than would suffice for

" Now suppose th.t some missionary or Bible
‘8 cieiy should send a few missionaries to the
that we were ghort of bread and other kinds cf
food, and suppose that those. missionaries
should tell us about the various kinds of food
necessiary to sustain life; and then suppose

'to obey your leaders and the intell

Joice that our God lives, that Jesus Christ his

their locality, I presime that thea an angel, or.

that this benevolent institution should publish
temporal blessings, orto obtain more gold or!15 or 200000 tracts to teach us what an advan-
8uver. 'This was not onr view, but we came it zs it is to live in New York, London, Paris,
here to do the will of our Fathe:; and we built | or New Orleans, and what they live upon in
houses, laid out farms and went to work as we | the vario s rezions of the habitable portions of
would elsewhere, but these things did not in- : the earth. what good would all that dous? 1
duce us to come here. Whea we eulisted in L answer, not any. '

the covenant of the everlasting gospelof Jesus!  Atier vou hive read in this book (holding u
Clirist, our object was to attain eternal life; the Bible) concerning the commisdion whic

the ohject of our coming here was to please ! Jisis zuve to eertain of his disciples, can you
our God.

|g=t up and 31y that yoa are Peter, James, John,
We did net merely have the Bible circulated ' or any of the ancient apostles, or prophets? or

among ue; Joseph Smith did not me: e y tell us' by so doing, that you had the Holy Ghost, the
that he was a missionary sent to prociaim that | sime as they had?

which was proclaimed and believed in the Gar-|1  Could voun reason that when yon ﬁad read
den of Lden, orthe testimony that was given'ths aceoint of the” Psalmist, where he says,
t> Noah before the flood; or that he was sent | “The mountains skipped like rams, and the
simply to bring the books of Moseggwith the | litiie hills like lambs,” that you had seen the
writings of the ancient Apostles and Proph- | glory of God in this way, because the Psalmist
ets, or alone to inform us of the works of J-- 'records that he saw it?

eus Christ when upon the earth. This was not| Could you, when you have read that Paul
alone the work of the Prophet, but it was that | knew a man who was caunght up to the third
he had received a commission from the Al- heavens, testify that you knew the man who
mighty, that he had been ordained by Peter, was canght up, simply from having read that

‘James and John, who were sent unto him as, acconnt?

messengerd or ministers from the heavens with | When you read of the gifts that were be-
proper authority, and had given him the legal stowed wpon and circulatec among the people
authority of God. for what? To build up the of God, you certainly would not wish others to
Kingdom of God upon the earth, to organize it | suppose that mere reading about them puts you
and set it in order, and to ordain proper nﬂlcersi in possession of tlie same blessings.

to execute the law. This Apostie of Jesus t many in the world would suppose that
Christ told the Eenple that if they would obey | when they preach and circulate the Bible, they
the gospel, if they would repent of their sins, | actually put in the possession of the peeple
if they would be baptized for the remission of | that power and life and those gifts, that the
their sing, they should réceive the gift of the Ehgent_ apostles and prophets, and Saints of

vod enjoyed.

cleansing them.,

I like a place constantly kept elean, and that
mnst g so, to satisfy me. 1 not only want the
hiutarrnf a peopie’s being clean, and of their
having cleansed up.,their door yards. out huild-
ings and grounds, but [ want them to do it.

. We have preached cleanliness at Fillmore.
last winters and when I went®here lately |
was pleased to see that they had made some
little improvement,

But there is still by far too much careless.
ness in this matter, and som> people seem to
love to live amidst filth, and to snull its nans-
eous amlb. unhealthy oders. when it would be
tar better to apply it to enriching vour soil.

You have been tanght true doetrines, and the
Lord God has given you the Holy Ghost which
has purified your hearts, and now purify all
that pertains-to you.

The time will come when von will be tried in
this respect; and the davs of power will come,
when the power of God will be more ab indantly
poured out upon those who are prepared for it,
And yen who have the tru‘h and do not live up
to it, who do not live np to that light and in-
telligenee which is given von, who do not pu-
rify your bodies, your elothing, vour buildings,
your door yards. gardens and fields, may look
for the wrath of God to burn against you.

It is your duty to be clean and neat, and it is
the duty of all the settlements throughoat the
Territory. %

Youn have the history of the light, and yon
have received the virtne and power which are
‘in the gospel of Jesus Christ, and it is for you
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igence which
is in you, which may the Lord grant,in the
name of Jesus. Amen,

Puysicar Moaarity.—The word of God
in specific language, or in implied directi
commands a life of temperance in foed an
beverage, a strict restraint upon the licentious
appetites, regular induat? and labor, cleanli-
ness of person and apparel, and observance of
frequent days of rest. The general moral
gense of mankind has given to most of these
rules an independent sanction,

Now, although the result of such physical
morality is not the sole object of its injunction
in Scriptare, nor all the consequences clearly
foreseen, where the unaided moral sense enjoins
it, yet thesare tendency of such observances
is to bring the entire body to that state where
all ifs parts of blood, and bone, and muscle, of
sensitive nerve and organic functions, are fitted
in their separate and mutual action to give the
frame its highest powers of strength and en-
durance, and fitness for all the peculiar pur-
poses of existence; and in the mere physical
consciousness of this healthful existence,
(there is a physical happiness. Itis not merely
the absence of pain and uneasiness, but a pos-
itive feeling uf buoyancy and exhilaration.
And just in proportion as these laws are not
observed, there is a corresponting loss of their
physical rewards, and a gradaal sinking into
positive suffering and disease. Even as we*
walk the streets, we meet with illustrations of
each extreme. .

Here, behold a Eatriarth, whose stock of
vigor tiree-score and ten years seem hardly to
have impaired. His erect form, his firm step,
his elastte limbs, his undimmad senses, are so
many jewels and orders of nobility with which
nature has honored him for his fidelity to her
laws. Ilis fair complexion shows that his
biood has never been corrupted; his pure breath
that he has never yielded his digestive appar-
atus for a vinter’s cesspool; his exact langnage
and keen apprehension, thut his brain never
has been drugged or stupified by the poisons of
the distilier or tobaccomist.  Eujoying his
powers to the highest, he has preserved the
power of eniilnying them.

Despite the moral of the school-boy’s story,
he has eaten his cake and still kept it. As he
drains the eup of life, there are no lees at the
bottom. His orgaps will reach the goal of ex-
istence together. Painless as a eandle burns
down in its socket, so will he expire, and a
little imagination would convert him into an-
olther Enoch, transplanted from earth to a bhet.
ter world without the sting of death.—[ Mer-
cein’s Natural Goodness.

)
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Tiae Youne Maw’s Lesure.—Youns man!
after the duties of the day are over, how do
you spend your evenings? = When business is
dull and leaves at your disposal many unocen-
p#®l hours, what disposition do yon make of
them? [ have known, and now now, many
| young men, who, if. they devoted to any scien=
 tilie, or literary, or professional pursuits, tha
|time they spend in games of chanece, and

Inun%ug in bed, might rise to any eminence.
You have all read of the sexton’s son, who be-
came a fire astronmomer by spending a short
timne every evening in gazing at the stars after
ringing the bell for nine o’clock.

Sir William Phipps, who at the ags of 45
had attained the order of knighthood, and tha
office of high sheriff of New England, and gove-
ernor of Massachussatts, learned to read and
write after his 18th year, of a ship carpenter
in Boston, )

William Gifford, the great editor of the
Qnarterly, was an a.%prentiue to a shoemaker,
and spent hig leisure hours in study. - And be-
| cause he had neither pen nor paper, slate nor
t peacil, he wronght out his problems on smooth

eather with a blunt aw],

David Rittenhonge, the American astrono-
mer, when a plow-boy, was observed tn have
covered his plow and fences with .fizures and
caleulations. _

James Ferguson, the great Scotch as'rono-
mer, learned to read by himself, and mastersd
the elements of astronomy while a shepherd’s
boy in the fields by night.

And perhaps, it is not too much to say, that
if the hours wasted in jdle company, in vain
conversation at the tavern, were only spent in
the parsuit of useful knowledge, the dullest
apprentice in any of our shops might become
an intelligent member of society, and a fit per-
gon for most of our civil offices, By such a
course, the rough covering of many a youth is
laid aside; and their ideas, instead of being
confined to local subjects and technicalties
might range the wide fields of creation; and
other stars from among the young men of thia
city jnight be added to the list of worthies that
are gilding our country with bright yet mellow
light.—[ Dr. Murray.

WoRrps.—It ia said that in the English lan-
guage proper, apart from technical and scien-
tific terms, there are twenty thousand five hun-
dred nouns, forty pronouns, nine thousand two
hundred adjectives, eight thonsand verbs, two
thousand six hundred adverbs, sixty-nine pre-
positions, nineteen conjunctions, sixty-eight
interjections, and two articles—in all above
forty-thousand words: According to ‘Web-
ster’s Dictionary,’ there are one hundred thou-
sand words.—[ Ex.

i

To PierrE Cucumsers —Put them into salt
anl water for three days, then sceld weak vine-
gar and ture to them, and let them remain three
more days, when you must scald yom new vine-
gar, wit{ a few onons, ginger-root, and horse
radish,and set them in a cool place for nse.—[ Ex.

To Maxe New axp Stivr Crotn Sew
' Easrnv.— Pass a cake of soap a few times over

it, and the veedls will penetrate easily.—[ Ex.




