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and their movements is childish non-
sense unworthy of notice and unsuited
to the columns of a paper such as the
Rural New Yorker professes to be.
Sidney Rigdon first saw the Book of
Mormon at his residence in Kirtland,
Ohio, where it was carried, months
| after it was printed,by Elders Parley P.
Pratt, Oliver Cowdery, Ziba Peterson
and John Whitmer, _ &
—————
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It is a great privilege to meet together
as the Baints of the hving God., Itisa
{ great privilege, after a  lapse of 1800

years to partieipate in the memorials of
the shed blood and broken body of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And
whilst we are doing this we look for-
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REV. A. W. COWLES ON THE
“MORMONS.”

MooRE’S Rural New Yorker, a paper of |
some pretensiens, published at New
York City and Rochester, has anarticle |
entitled “"The Mormons,”, written by | ward to the time when Jesus will again
one A. W. Cowles, D. D., in which the | come, and when we shall eat bread with
character of the Smith family, and Jeo- | Him in the Kingdom of our God. These
seph in particular, is badly misrepre- | are thoughts that naturally ecrowd upon
gented. There is only one point in the | the mind while partaking of the Saera-
article that is worthy of notice; forin this | ment of the Lord’s supper. The ordi-
year of grace, 1869, there is no necessity | nance has - tendency to draw our minds
to defend Joseph Smith’s reputation J)l: from the things of the world and to
the honor, character and standing of his | place them upon things that are spirit-
family. Heand his labors are embalm- | ual, divine, and heavenly; and thatare
ed in bistory, and the lies and misrep- | in accordance with the nature, desires,
resentations, of a thousand scribblers | and &ﬁ!iributilﬂ_ of man, It is & great
and would-be historians ean not detract, | privilege to. have one day in sevenset
from the work he accomplished while Hfﬂ.l'tr for the worship of the living God.
living, or the great resalt8 wrought out | Men differ in their opinions as tv what
by that work singe his death, The sys-
tem of which, under God, Joseph Smith
was the founder, is a living, flourishing
power in the land. The day has long
since past forthinkingmen, acquainted
with the progress of this-system, to ac-
cept the absurd storiés and vapid non-
sense put forth by A. W, Cowles, D. D., |
respecting Joseph Smith and his family,
A man such as heé describes Joseph. to
ke could never have organized a system
80 thoroughly and perfectly as. this
which men eall “Mormonism,” or
framed doctrines which ecarry convie-
tion to, and make converts of, men o
almost every ereéd and nation, ‘Writ
ings ‘of the character of Mr. Cowles' |
might have gained some degree of cre-
dence thirty years ago amonpga certain
class of people  in rural distriets; but
the work which Joseph Smith did is
now too widely known for men to ae-
cept such statements as true; the evi-
dence of their senses establishes their
falsity. | | DR YK |
. The point in Mr, Cowles’ article to
which our attention is called is' where
he endeavors to explain how Joseph
received the Book of Mormon. He says
that Joseph held strange views of serip-
fure and began to dispute all the eom-
monly received notions of religion.
About this time, he says;a stranger is tr _

was seen to y¢isit the home of Josepn's/|the way that leads (o priucipalities,
parents. He continues: | powers, ‘thrones and - dominjons in

| the etéernal worlds. '

*It has been asserted that this mysterious 1 | LEF it |44
stranger must have been Sidn‘ey}Rigdun,' d.“fﬂ ”tﬂ*”’&i* as -}i have, &llrl?a(jy said, a
to whom has been very generally attribut- | 01 . 1CUand pecullar people; for what-
ed the fornishing of the manuscript from ever our WE&RH#&-EH sud iw ptrft—ptluuﬂ
which the Mormon Bible was printed. | 08y be, and they are many, lhefe are
Rigdon, who is now living, ‘and with | 10 people at the present day who eujoy
whom the writer recentl Imd' a4 personal | the privileges we are iy possession of,
intérview, positively es all knowledge | Who is there that is acquainted with
of the of Mormon untilafter it was | G6d? To whom has He comuuuicated
printed. If “Rigdon’s ‘denial e admitted, | His will? Where are the people who

to-day, rejoice in the blessipgs of revela-

this stranger remains unknown; and who-
tiou? Where shall we Hiud, to-day, an

ever he was, unquestionably aided in plac-!
ing the fabulous romance in the han .s ?f?l organization of ' the huly ;,privulhuud?'

the arch-imposter.” |

however, of very little importance. We
meet together as servants and bandmaid-
ens of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we
gu;.rtiul_pataju the emblems of his broken
body and shed blood.

reflect, speak and cogitate upon -things
thut are calculated to e evate our minds,
to impart comfort, to our spiriis, and to
bring peace, joy qu?happiuesu; whether
reflecting upon things of the past, pre-
Bent OF TULLX®,  wivcity awon wal |
"To be a Saint of God is to ogcupy. a
high position  before God, angels aud
men, The light of truth, the revela-

hood, whieh the Baints of God evjoy,
are the greatest boous that Heaven can
bestow upon mortals. In this respect,
we stand alove in the midst of the na-
tions of the earth; and in this respect
we approach nearer to the object of our
creafion and the designs of our being
than any other people that exist, at the
present day,on the face of,the whole
eartb.  Notwithstanding  our many
weaknesses, imperfections and foilies
the Lord still contivues His 1uarcy,
‘mauifests his grace and imparts unto us
His Holy Spirit, that our minds way be
illuminsted by the lizht of revelation.
He is still 'leading us onward; very
slowly, it is true in the paths of life in

. | | oW ey 0 Where shall we find, @ pésple to whom
' How eonvincing i'a;til;is reéasoning! | God comimupicates His ‘_wt_ii? Nowhere,
strapgeris seen going to Joseph's bouse; There are no people who profess this, or

it is usserted that it was Sidoey Rigdon; |
but Mr. Cowles has seen the latter
geutleman and he solemnly declares
thu.i: hepﬁrat ;a# the %k of Mormon
In its. printed. form.» Mr. Qowle n
not veéry “well dmuta‘ Mr. Ri?diﬁ’u
statement; but.if he wus not the “‘my»-
terious stranger,” Mr, CowJes says, who
visited Joseg P’B Hiﬂu?' “whoever it was
unquestionably aided in placing  the
mabuuscript lg Joseph’s hnl.,mia.”g We |
cav not for our life see why this should | the Greut Jehovah, to Wwhowm he has
unquestionably be . the case, why a |deigned to madifest His will, aud reveal
strauger could not visit 8 house without | His p- rposes; and by whom he designs
leaving & manuseript, The visits of | to build up His ‘Hingdohr and to estab
strangers to houses in Manchester iu [ lish righteousness upon the earth.
those days were not, we suppose, sueh | We occupy then, as I stated before
rare occurrences that the people there | a very important position, and ity well
were justified in believiug, whenever | for us, as’ atter-day Saints, to cousider
one did appear, that he was plotting | well our pathway, to reflect ou our ac-
mischief, and suspect their neighbor- at | tions, avd to seek to pursue that course
whose house he might stop of ‘all kinds | whereb
of evil! ' our ecallings, honor our God and our
It is a fact well known to hundreds, | priesthood, stand approved before Gaod,
and must be well known to the old ju- | angels and mien, and ACY Uit Our=elvesin
habitunts of that section of country, of fall respects a8 Sainis of the Most High
which Mr. Cowles could covvipee him- | God: that' we may a~K snd roeeive the
self if he chose—that Oliver Cowdery | blessings of Heaven upon us. gpon our
wrote the manuscript of the Book of | wives and children. Upon our progeni-

Mormon as Joseph' translated it  All | rors, and our 'posterity worlds without
this taulk about **Mysterious Strangers’ ! end.

lay ¢luims to associatiols of this uature,
or 10 blessings similar 10 those we en-
oy. You may search i]# "Lf,uﬁf, ﬂilllltﬁjg
be natious of the earth for such a peo;
ple. You may investigate the various
religious, social and political systems
that exist wpou the face of the earth and
| it is nowhere to be found, We stand

| tions of the earth,—the blessed of God,
the adopted of the Lord, ‘he chosen of

|88

| said that in Him we live and move and

| w

day it ought to be. That isa matter, |

We think, we |

tions of Jehovdh; awnd the holy priest-,

glone’in this particular amouyg the na- |-

we sball be able to magnify |

THE DESERET NEWS,

|

Our religion is not a religion of a day,
& month, a year or a life time; but it
reaches back into eternity, operates in
time and stretches forth again into eter-
nity. It embracesevery truth thatever
did exist, that exist now or ever will ex-
ist. It is adapted to the wants and ca-~
pacious desires of immortal minds. It
| emanated from God and leads back:
ain to Him, and it is very properly

have our being. As immortal beings
e are interested in' the light of that
truth which He has developed and in
the blessings of the everlasting gospel of
| which He is the author, And standiog
in this capacity it is well forus to con-
sider the course we pursue., . . -
Weare living in an age pregnant with
greater events than any other age the
world has ever seen,, , There have been
timeswhen ?ﬂl hasspecially manifested
Himself to individuals and nations, and
when the revelations of His will have
been made known,to a certain extent,to
His p_en[ﬂa,.nnd when His people have
been gathered together; but there never
wag a time 8o imporiaut a3. the present.
[t1s not merely the word of the Lord to
one man or to a few men, or a peculiar.
dispeunsation to the Israelites or the Ne-
phites; bus it is the dispensation of the
fulness of times when God will gather
together ull things in one, and when
‘He will settle up the affairs of the na-
tions of the earth, and the people of the
earth, whether they be living or dead,
whether they bave slept thousands of
years or have yet to come into existence,
It is the time in which He has organ-
ized His church aceording to. the pat-
tern that exgts in the Heavens, in
which all the various organizations and
riesthood  that ever existed are com-
ntrated.  This is the age when the
Salpts are no longer tobe trodden,
down or wickedness and iniquity to
trivmaph; but when the righteous shall
bear rule and the dominion of God, be
established, ' If, there ever was a time
when covenants were entered, into as-
| sociated with the people of God on the
{ earth, it is pow. .. If there gver was a
A time when the.lﬁad were to.he redﬂ&ﬂ*.
ed, it is now. |If there ever was a time
when God’s mercy was to be extended
to His people it ARBPW 43 wist oF 6san |
The very intreduction of this gespel,
as first proclaimed,was ‘I saw an angeél
flying through the midst of heaven,
haviug the everlasting gospel to preach
to 'every nation, kiondred, tongue and
panr_le; crying with & loud woice fear
God and give glory to Him for the hour
of Hjsju‘&gment is come,’’ /The gospel
has been proclaimed among the nations
of the earth. These elders have been
as Mmessencers to the nations, clothed
upon with the boly priesthood and the
power of God avd bave borne their
testimony thereunto, And we .have
doue more than this, we have been ful-
filling the word of the Lord given an-
ciently to His servauts by the spirit of
propbecy,—gathering His ‘‘people. to-
gether,those who have made a covenant
with Hiw by sacrifice.”” We have been
%a_ther,it:g the prople together for years.
Vhat for? hy the Lord says I will
take one of a city and two of a family,
aud bring them to Zion, and [ will give
them pastors after my own heart who
shall feed them with koowledge and
uuderstanding. . They have been fed
heretofore with the theories and dogmas
of men, but I will pour out my spirit
upon my people and ijustruct tbem in
the prineciples of righteousness, that I
may have a& people who will listen to
me aud will parsae the course Ishall!
dictarte, Yo ~.| X1 10N O |
We are here to~day, that we may be
Adnstrycted in relation; te all things per-|
tuiving o our asspgistions with, each
otber, oyr intercourse with the workd,
'..qujﬁblihlﬁﬂl organization,  in thiugs
pertaluing 10 our, welfare,~—~our bless-
Jugs, auolutings, evdowmeuts, sealings
and coyepanis, and. the buildivg up of
the Kingdom, of God upou the earth,
.w;.m-‘!'-““- nobt gathered that we may
1 0 T AN o -
of this. worid ouly; but that we inay have
the blessings of eternity, nnd enjoy the
spirit. of truth; that we may be so led
as W secure to ourselves the favor and
approbation of the Almighty. Heuce
we are taught some of the smallest

late richesor possess the bouors |

(Jan. Y.

cultivate our farms, and how to conduct
all the affairs incident to human exist-
ence. We are also taught about God
and eternity; about our associations be-
fore we came here, our relationship to
God at the '%raaant time, the destiny of
this and other worlds and everything
pettaining to this life and that which
i8 to come.

The faet is the gospel of Christ em-
braces all truth., Tt found us when
first revealed,ignorant, dark,benighted,
besotted, depraved, corrupted and de-
generated, ignorant of God and of al-
most every true principle. It is humi-
liating to reflect that after all our boast-
ed intelligence and knowledge of
correct prineiples, government, morals
and religion thatwe should be found so
weak, ignorant, degraded and debased.
It'is humiliating inthe highest degree
to reflect that after all the boasted in-
telligence of men we can scarcely find
one true principle in existence. Men
say ‘‘we have been taught good morals,”
To a ‘certain extent good ‘morals are
taught, but even their teachers did not
know them correctly, they exist in most
instances in Princ‘lplﬂ only, and not
in ‘practice. They think they have
had some tolerably good religion,
but their religion is little better than
that of the ancient heathens who used
to bow down to stocks and stones.
What knowledgze do men possess of
God? . ‘None whatever. The most in-
telligent among the most enlightened
nations of the earth when you come to
scan 'their ideas what are they? ' ‘A (God
 without body, parts and passions. And
this’is the God they worship and adore,
a being that exists everywhere and yet
isnowhere, no personal presence or as-
sociations. /'I'remember a Jew coming
to me onee to talk to me on this sub-
ject. "He 'was a very learned man.
Among other 'things he was almost
afraid to mention the name of Deity:
but he spokeé of Him as being every-
where, but a8 ‘having no personal pres-
ence. He"could not conceive the idea
of a being' ‘having an existence like a
man, and having & 'body, parts and pas-
sions, and yet at'the same time being
felt everywhere. T siid “‘here is a can-
dle is there not?”’ “'Yes,” ‘‘Is that light
connected with that candle?”’ *“Yes.”
‘*Has that a stationary and positive ex-
istence there?’” “‘Yes,”” “What is this
light all around heére, it' emanates from
that candle does it not?’’ “**Yes.” Then
why can’t God exist on the same prin-
ciple as that candle, or as the sun and
and other things exist? But yét thatis
the achme of perfection.the sum total of
the intelligence of the natious of the
earth in relation to the being of a God.
They have no ideas of Him. How can
they have? They have been without
revelation, He bas not communicated
His will nor revealed Himself to them;
then how ean they have any ideas of
that of whieh they have had no oppor-
tunity of ‘obtaining knowledge? 1t is
impossible. Faith, we are told, comes
by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God. And how can they hear with-
out a preacher, and how can he preach
except he be sent? And as they have
had nobody sent among them by God
to communieate His will they were all
ignorant' together. We were part of
them; we were dug from the same pit
and hewn from the same rock, and had
no more knowiledge than they; and if
we have any EKnowledge of God and
correct. principtes now, it is beeause
God has revealed them towus through
the medium of this gospel' whiech He
bas made manpifést in these last days
through Joseph ‘Smith.” What = now-
ledge have we, of oursélves, of our re-
lationship. to ‘eternity? None. Where
is'the man on the face of the wide earth
who hasa ¢laim o a wife in eternity?
Thereis not one outside of this ehurch.
They do not profess it, they Know 'nos
thiong 'of sueh a prineiple. The éxtent
of their covenants is that they are mar-
ried until death parts them, and that
ends the matter. Who is t’h#rﬁ “who
hus any ideaof associating with their
¢hildren in the eterval world? They
think about it. There is nature, or a
kind of instinct that leads to reflections
of this sort. Bat they have pot the
privilege of entering into covenants of
this kind, There are a great man

(things thst men can think of and also
the yreatest aud most sublime prioei-

heart of mau. We are taught ull prin-
ciples that are i1uterwoven with the
inlerest, peace and happioess of society
here, snd that will prepare us for asso-
ciations with Gods 1 the eternal
worlds,

We have here our Behools of the
Prophets iu which we ure taught how
to masage our temporal affairs and bow
to avord Lhe spares that exist 1o the
world: whom to dea with and whom
to let a oue; how to raise stock, how to

ples that have ever entered into the'

‘other principles connected with this
gospel of which, a8 the scriptures say,
they are as ignorant as brute beasts
that were mnade to be taken and des-
troyed, b X1

Do they have any correct ideas at all
in relation to matrimony? Nonein the
least, Their actious, feelings and pro-
pensities are eorrupt, depraved and bru-
talized They areignorantalike of reli-
gious, social and political matters, and
they kpnow pot how tomansge anything
committed 1o their cure. Whatido they
know about governing the world? Who
knows how to regulate the affuirs of the




