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I rrougHT I would come down
and talk with you a little this
morning, I am pleased to hear the
remarks made by Bro.Joseph F.;
they are very well worthy of all
acceptation by all good men. We
indeed, as he has said, are engaged
in a great work—the ushering 1n of
the dispensation: 0fthe fuiness of
times, wherein it has been decreed
thousands of - years ago, that God
would “gather together in one all
things in Christ, beth which are in
heaven, and which are on earth,
even in him.” - And for this pur-
pose he has manifested himself;.for
this purpose the Son of God has
manifested -hvimself; for this puar-
pose thoss ‘holy prophets, referred
to in the revelation read to you by
Bro. - Josephy, :manifested ' them-
sel ves; for thisp the heavens
and the intelligences arourd the
throne of God ure united; for this
purpese the hely Priesthood that
have existed in the various dispen-
sations of time are interested, and
for this purpose those who held the
keys of the several dispensations
that have passed, have brought
those keys and conferred them
upon the Church of the latter-days,
through the medium of Joseph
Smith, Thewerk that we are en-
gaged in is associated with the in-
terests of 'all humanity—all men
that have ever lived, those that
now live, and those that will live,
and the salvation of the living and
the dead is mixed up with these
matters.

We are ust - hese for the purpose
of looking after our own individusal
affairs and interests, or to earry ont
our own peculiar notions or feelings
associateéd with any of our interests
or the interest of any particalar
party or cligue, or anythiog of that
kind. But the Priesthooa of the
Son of God bhas been mauifested in
the interests of God, in the interests
of the heavens, anui ‘in the interest
of all humanity; embracing all
people and extending to ali nations
and tongaes. Tae lsord has gath-
ered us together for the express
purpose of forming » nucleus, an or-
ganism, a prople to whom he eould
communicste and reveal his will,
and to whom he could make known
his designs, and among whom he
could establish the principles of
eternal truth and the light, intelli-
gence, rule and law of God, as they
exist in the eternal worlde. This is
why we are gathered here to-day, if
we can comprehend it. .

Jesus, when here upon the earth,
had a people and eslled them his
sheep. Said he, *“My sheep hear
my voice and they know me and
they follow me, and a stranger will
they not follow, for they know net
the voice of a strapger.” And
again he says while supplicating
the Fataer, ‘‘I pray for them: |
pray not for the world, bat for them
which thou hast given me; for they
are thine. Neither pray I for
these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through
their word; thal they all may be
one, a8 thou, Father, art in me,and
[ in thee,that they also may be one
in us: that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me,”” that they
may have evidence of a union that
exists nowhere else in the world of
the love and aflfection of those
godly pripeiples that cement and
bind men tegether, which nothing
but the power and spirit of revela-
tion can do; that they may have
evidenca of somethiog more exalt-
ing, more ennebling, and which
will unite and aseociate men to-
gethes in indissoluble bonds of eter-
nal truth according to the laws of
God; that there may be evidénce
in existence in the world that theu
hast sent me, and that the princi-
ples that thou hast given me have
been. revealed to them and that
they are to be geverned by them:
¢‘thine they were, and (hou hast
given them me.”

That was the feeling that existed
in former times among the Saints
of God, and theze were some of the
teachings unto them. The sheep
have been scattered abroad among
the nations of the earth to whom
this communiceation has been - sent,
and thousands -have heard and
obeyed the voice of the good Shep-
herd and have gattiered themselves
together, a8 we are bere and as they
are over this Territory, according

| of gins, and the laying

to the impulses originating from
the Spirit of God, which has opera-
ted and worked upon our minds
and brought us together as we are
here te-day.

- Now ﬁa{i, what was this for? To
preach first the Gospel of repent-
ance and baptism for the remission

for “the reception of the Haoly
Ghost, to be followed by the gatber-
ing together, etc. And what was
it for? That weall might be bap-
tized into omne baptiem, that we
all might eof the same spirit,
that we might be brought into
communication with the Almighty
and derive wisdom and intelligence
from the same fountain, baving
“Oue Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God ard Father of all, through
all, and in you all.” When Jesus
sent forth his servants formerly he
sent them to preach, this Gogpel
When the Father and the and
Moroni and others, came to, Joseph
Smith, be, bad: 8o risstiions, os,
ferred upon him which he ¢onferred
upon others for,the purpose of man-
itesting the laws ot life, the Gospel
of the Son of God, by , direct
authority, that light - and trath
might be spread.forth among all
natione. There. . was & number. of
men selected by the Savior ancient-
ly, to whom heé said: *“Ye bhave
not chosen me, but I bave chosen
you, and ordained you.” What to
do? To do the things you have
seen me do, a8 I have come to do
what I have j Father do.
The words whiech I Einak, I speak
not of myself; but the Father who
dwells in me, ha'deoeth the works.
Now then, we have got a priest-
hood organized here upon the
earth, as there' was one organized
in the days of Jesus, only with this
distinctive difference,—that that
was a dispensatien of God to them;
this we live in is the dispensatios
of the fulnéss .of times, embracing
all other tions and times
and powers and authorities that
have existed upou the face of the
earthy in the various ages, from the
commmencement :to ' the present
time., Herein it differs from others.
Hence w#‘#.l}qw to - gather
together, something: which  they
were not commasanded to do. We
are told to build, lemples; they
were not. We are told to admiuis-
ter for the Jivieg and the dead,
which ordinances were only per-
formed then to & very limited ex-
tent. We are ealled upon to build
up not only the Charch, but the
Kipgdom of Ged, and Yo uvroduve
the rule and gevernment of God
apen the earth. We are here just
a8 Jesus was, not to do our own
will, not for the purpose of carrying
out our owa id -0r. Lheories, but
to do the will of who esent us,
That is the way Jesus preached;
“For I came down, from heaven,
not to do mine . cwan will, but the
will of bim sent me,’! Some-
times it was fryiog ;‘:’4 perplexing,
sometimes i, wag bard to endure;
but he did endure:and suffer it,and
he accomplished the work he was
sent to do, Buf sometimes when
struggling with the poweis of dark.:
ness, n‘n&l,aﬂﬂmdhwith tqllla_.on_r.
rupt and, ypgodly, he gazed upon
nnﬂ comprehended the gravity of
the situation and ‘things before
him, it 89 opérated tpon him that
in "mortal agony bhe sweat great
drops of “blood. “‘For it became
him, for whom are all things, and
by whom are sll things, in bring-
ing many sonsunto glory, to make
the Captain of their salvation per-
fect throug 1ur"ﬂ'gil1m” ““For we
have not an high priest whick can-
not be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but one who was in
all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin.”” He endured ev-
erything pessible for mortal to en-
dure on the earth. Finally, when
the last struggle came, said he,
“Father,” if thou art willing, ““if it
be possible, remove this cup from
me: nevertheless, not my will, but
thine, be done.,’”” What were his
{feelings in the midst of all this sor-
row? Did he give railing for rail-
ing, contumely for contumely? No,
he did net., David, yeu know,
prayed that God would send his
enemies to hell guickly. He was
quite in a hurry about it, as we are
sometimes, Jesus said, “Father,

forgive them, for they.know not

what tbhey do;’’ they are jgnora
they sare foolish, and  blinde
through superstition; they com-
prehend not thy laws, they know
nothing of my mission, Father,for-
give them. I admire the senti-
ments and feelings of the Bavior
under such cireumstances, very
much more than thosze of David.
As [ understand it we are called
upon to be saviers. And as saviors
of men, endowed with the holy

on of bands

eay, spea

esthood, we should, with one
eart and one voice, with one feel-
ing and spirit, operate together in
the interests of Zion; we ought to
humble eurselves before God and
seek for his Holy Spirlt to Jead us in
the right path, that all may eom-
prebend his law, and that we may
operate together in the interests of
Israel, and in the building up of the
Kingdom of God upon the earth;
and every other feeling and idea
ought to be esteemed subservient to
that, and that cught to be the first,
leading, guiding, and controlling
sentiment of all the elders of Israv!.
and es
the lead in Israel.

We get tried sometimes, and we
sometimes try one another; and
we sometimes feel as David did or a
certain . occasion, when bhe ex-
claimed: ¢ For it was not an enemy
that reproached me; then I could
‘have borpe it: neither was it he
that hated me tbat did magopify
himself against me; then I c¢oulu
bave hid myself from bhim, But it
was thou, A man mine equal, my
guide; and my aé¢quaintance,”

Did you ever Enow it is necessary

that we should be tried in all
? If you do mot you will

find it out before'you get through,
and we are not through yet quite,
In this copnection, I am remindeu
of what I heard the Prophet Joseph
Eipg more particularly
with reference to tte Twelve, The
Lord will feel =after your heart
strings, and wiil wreneh them and
twist them around, and you will
have to learn to rely npon God and
upon God alone.” Has he done it?
I think he has pretty throughly,
The Prophet himself was tried
about as much as anybudy [ _know
of, and his Brother Hyrum had his
full share, the Twelve aulso bhave
been tried 88 much as avy men
that I know of, and a great deal
more than you, Enow anythiog
about. He furthermore said, *‘‘if
God cenld in any other way more
Eeenly have tried Abrabam than
by calling upon bim to offer up his
son lsaac, he weuld bhave doue it.
And as I bave said, Jesus him
self aweat great drops of blood, and
in the agony of his sufferivg cried
out **My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me ?”7 Apndwhy is
it thus? We are told by one
of old, **For it became him, for
whom all thivgs, and by whom
all things, in bringing many sons
unto glory, to make the Captain of

their salvation perfect through
sufleriogs’* ““¥For wehave gor an

High Priest which canuot be
touehed with the feeling of onr in-
firmities; but was in all pouints
tempted like as we are, yet without
sin,”” Oh, what a happy thing i

would be if we could follow in his |

footsteps in that particular! But we
have our weaknesses and infirmities
in common with all men, It is

incident to humanity, and the]

devourer is at work s-eking to de-
stroy, to contaminate,to corrupt and
defile axd (o Jead men down to
perdition, to produce discord and
envy batred and strife and every
evil that proceeds from that source,

Shall I tell you its fruis? Enovy |

is oue; hatred js another; malice
ia, another; uncharitableness is
anotheér; evil speaking is avother,
and 80 on—all these things proeeed
from an evil spirit; and it is said
“that to whom ye yield yourselves
servallts to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether of
gin unto deatb, or obedience unto
righteousness.” Men sometimes
falter? Yes, sometimes the)
think they are strong; but no man
is strong unless he be strong in the
Liord, No man is sustained only as
God sustaios him; and if He do
not sustain him, I would not give
much for his ideas or position.
We sometimes think we are strong
and that we can do a greai deal
So thought Peter on a certain
occasion—at the time when Christ
said tohis disciples, ‘Al ye shall be
offended becauseof me this night.”
But Peter avswered him saying,
“Though all men shall be offend.d
because of thee, yet will I never be
offended,’”” The Savior doubtless
appreciated his feelings, but know-
ing better than he the frailty of
humanity, he egaid unto him,
““Verily I say unto thee, that this
night, before the cock er»w, thou
shalt deny me thriece.” Did he do
it? Yes, hedid; but Jesus did not
get apgry with bim nor begin to
agpbraid . him and speak apgry
wordsto him. He knew too well
the weakness of mortal mans, aod
he Enew it before tbat time. Bat
he says, “‘Simon, son of Jonas,
Jovest thou me mo:e than these?
He saith upto bim, yea, Lord;
thou knowest that I love thee.”
If you.love me, if you sre my

1:’rimnﬁ and my disciple, “Feed my

Lambs,”” That was not very bard
to do; he had been called for that
purpose., ‘““Hesaith to him again
the second time, Simon, son ef
Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith
unto him, yea, Lord, thou knowest
that I love thee, He said wnto bim,
Feed my BSheep.” And the third
time the Savior put the same ques-
tion to Peter, and which on being
answered as before, he said to him,
““Feed my Sheep.”” What is the
duty of the Aposties, the Presidents
of Stakes, the High Priesls, and
nties, especially of those that

. |
rsgve

jally of thogse who take’| are generally presiding? If Jesus

was here, he would tell you to lay

and weakoesses and act more
like meu aud Saints and go to work
and “Feed my Sheep.” Baid he,
“If I be lifted up, I will draw all

with an iron-hand, not that I wili
trample upon them, not that I will
Jet you see that 1 possess power
and autberity; but “I will draw
all men to me.”” That will not be
accomplisbed until the time spoken
ol when e€vVery Epee ehall bow
say, ‘'Glory, honor, muj;nt}l

power be unto him that sits upon
the throne and to the Lamb for
ever;” but it will be done through
the influence of the Guspel, through
its cementing and harmounizing 1o-
fluences, through the aid of the
Almighty and the operations of the
boly Priestbood combined together,
united as the heart of one man iu

ly aflections, with Jjong s=ufleriug
and with every prineipte ol
righteousness that is calculated to
draw Lhe feelings and affectiona ol
men, that they may see the truth
and Epow it for themeselves, anu

are their friends, acting for the wel-
fare of all meun living and dead,
aud iu the interest of the Church
a.d Kiogdom of Gud upon the earub.
And where Lhis prineiple does not
exist, there is sometning wrong,
the p inciples of the Gospel are nui
lived up to. For God is love, auu
they that dwell in Goud, dwell in
love; and “*If a man say, I love

liar,"” go said the word o1 God form-
erly, and it says to day. God is
love, and they
dwell in love., They aresurrouuded
by that element, it is the fountalu
of life witbin them. Jesus saia to
YyThe woman o©of Samaria woom he
ssked to give him drink, *Whoso-
ever drirketh of this water shall
thirst again: but whosoever drink
eth of the water thut I shall give
him shall never thirst; but the

——

him a well of water springing up
unto everlasting life.”” If we will

the well streams that flow from the

rarrow, contracted, by-goue in-
fluences will vanish lite the dew

| the Spirit and revelations of God

(srael will be one and his Priest
hood one, aud they wiil fightside by
side in the defence of truth and in
the maintenance of those principles
calculated to exalt men through all
time and all eternity.

These things referred to by Broth-
er Joseph F. are too small for men
te have anything to do with.
might be excusable in babies, but
for men to bes engaged in such
things is & shame upon the priest-
hood, and an ou'rage upon the holy
principles that Gud bas been pleased
to reveal tous, That is the way I
look at these things. And itis a

troy, to divide and disrupt, aud to
lead men down to perditior. W hat
would be the result if the-e thiugs
| are carried out a little further, The
whole bead would be sick and the
whole heart faint [ say, ehame on
the Elders of Israel ! shame on men
holding the boly priesihood that
cannot be united and operate to-
gether in the interest of the Caurech
and the Kiugdem of God, but must
drag in their mean, low, contempt-
ible ideas- and notions, forgetting
the high calling with which they
are called.

What shall we do? - Why, lay
them aside and repent of yeur fool-

of your bard speeches and words,
and your rash and bard treaiment
made use of to produce stings,
trouble, and annoyance among
men; and study from this time
henceforth one another’s feelings,
and act the part of a brother and
friend ore towards another, live
your religion and keep the com-
mandments of Geod,

asi le your noosense, your follies

men to me,” not that, I will rale

and every tongue shall be hEMdJE

the accomplishment of the puposes
of God; with kindoess and brother-

tbal they may Enow alsv that we

God, and bateth his bro‘her, heis a

that awell in God,

water I shall give him shall be in

live so as to be entitled to drink of

fountain of all light, all these little,

vefore the rising sun, and the light,

will rest upon the Priesthood, and

It

trick of the devil to decoy and de:-

ishnees, and forgive one another|

|

|

Jesus teach his disciples to pray?
When you pray, say, “Our Father
whicn art in heaven.” Whai? |
must tell a little story here. Theie
was & poor man once called upon a

| minister for as-istance; the minis.

ter tried to cheat him,and would
pot give him what he had agreed
te for some Jabor performed by him;
the man was not very well suited
about it. The minister, it would
seem, was one of those fellows who,
if he conld equeeze a little ovut of
the poor man, was quite willing to
do it, ““Well,” said tbe man,**[ will
take what you offer me, altbough it
i1s not what youn agreed Lo give me,
providisg you will t:ach me the
Loid’s prayer.” To which the min-
ister agreed and said, ‘*Repeat after
me aud eay, ‘Our Father which art
in beaven—' "7 “What !"” says the
man, ““js God your Father and my
Father, tov?” *“You must repeat
what I say,”said the minister.““Oar
Father,”ete. W ’spaid the man,
“my Father and your Father?”
*Yer, yes.”” **Then,” broke in the
man again, “‘“js he indeed my
Favner a8 well as your Fathe!!”
“Yes,” replied the minister, *“but
you must repeat my words,”
“Well, what a rascal You must
be to try +to cheair yovur poor
brother in this way?” We should
all feel that God is our Father, and
tbat we are all brethren and sisters,
There are nene of us very big; in
fact we are all very little when you
come to Enow all about us, None
of us can do anything except the
Lord helps us, and if he does not
belp us,we, s a certain lady =aid,are
“all poor, miserable, independent
sivpers.”” There is none of tue ‘'big
L and little you” amougst us. We
ghould bhave a common sympathy
vue for avotber, and feel & Kinaly
regard for tue lowest of God?s crea-
uvops, and especially for the Baints
of Gud, no matter what position
they occupy. If any are iu error,
(ry to reclaim them by Kindness; if
they have a bad spint, show them
a beller onej il apy do not do right,
do right yourselves und :ay,'*“Come,
follow me, as L follow Christ.”
Would not that be the right course
to pursue? I thick it would; that
i= the way I uudeistand the Go=pel.
We do not, any of us, have the
priestbood for self aggrandizewent,
or to be used to oppress er tuke ad-
vanlage of anybody, or to use im-
proper language; but with . all
BEiuduess aud long suffering and
forvearance and with Jlove un-
feiguned. I will read from the Doe-
uive and Covenants something
pearing on this, from page 386,

““Behold, there are many called,
but few are chosen, And why are
they not chosen? " Because their
bearts are sel so mueh upon the
thivgs of this world, and aspire to
the nonors of men,and they do not
learn this one lesson—"' just the
very thing I have been- talking
about—*"1I'hat the rights of the
priesthood are inseparably conuect-
ed with the powers of heaven, and
that the powers of bheaven eannot
be controlied nor baudled only wup-
on the priuciples of righteousness.”
Do you think that God will give
power to any man obnly to earry eut
nis own contracted or selfish pur-
posee? I tell you he mnever will,
never, no never. ‘““That they may
be conferred on wus it is true; but
when we undertake to cover our
sins, or (o gratify our pride, our
vain ambition, or o exeércise con-
trol, or dominion or c¢ompulsion,
upon the souls of the children of
men, in any degiee of unrighteous-
ness, behold the heavens withdraw
themselves, the Spirit of the Lord
is grieved; and when it is with-
drawn, Amen to the priestficod o5
that man.” ,

We think sometimes, we are
stapding in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus; and so we are. But
there is no priesthood of the Son of
God that authorizss one man to op-
press another or to intiude upon
his righte in sapy way. There is no
such thipg in the category; it does
not exist; as it is raid—*“Behold!
ere he is aware, he is left unto him-
self, to kick against the pricks; to
persecute the Saints, and to fight
against God.” We have learned by
sad experience that it is the nature
and disposition of almost all men,as
soon as they get & little authority,
u8 they suppeee, they will immedi-
ately begin to exercise unrighteous
dominion. Hencéemsny are called,
but few are chosen. INo person or
influence can or ought to be main-
tawed by virtue of the priestnood,
ouly by persuasion, by long sufler-
ing, by gentleness, and meekness,
and by love unfeigoed, by Eind-
uvess, and pure Eknowledge, which
shall greatly enlarge the soul with-
out bypoerisy, and withoat guile,

How dld!reproving by tinres with sbarpness,




