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hot and stifling wind began to blow
towards us; the thunder rolled
above, aud, except when the light-
ning flashed, it was so dark that we
could not see the road beneath our
feect. Now heavy drops of raio
began to fall, and wrapping our
ponghos closely round us, we maide
tlxrp our minds for 8 good soaking.

or twenty minutés hail and rain
|::ured down upon us unmercifully,
the
thunder right overhead proviog
that we were In the thick of the
storm; but our clever animals, un-
daunt:d by the fury of o tempest
whirh they neverexperisuce in this
forma in Chili, plodided patiently on,
finding their way with the reins
lying loosely ou their necks. Then
the rain ceased, and we saw the
stars shining ence mors. but, during
the rest of our jouruey, we could
trace the course of the retreating
storm jo- the distance. 1'be road
seemed interminable, aml our legs
werg s0 benumbed by the wet,
though the rest of our bodies bad
been perfectly protected hy our
ponchios, that we frequently dis-
“nounted and walwed Lo restore the
circulativu. Fipaily we reached a
loug avenue of poplar irees; several
small houkes appeared; we heard the
barking of dogs or the croaking of
frogs, ami now und then a lumber-
ing wugon, or a troop of nsses on
their way across the pampas, would
cumy upon usio thedark like ghosts.
Fireflies flitted along the trees, but
their flickering light only worried
our eyes, already seasitive from the
wind, dust and vivid lightoing.
My legs were so stiff that [ had to
be assisted o disnfount when |
wished to doso, for I eeuld not throw
iy leg over the saddle, and [ heart-
ily wished mysvlf at the journey’s
eml. Jometimes L feliasleep as [
rode, and would awake with a start,
peurly losing my balance, so that,
when our guides told us we could
pass the rest of the night at a road.
gidde inn, and enter the city next
morning, I was only too glad to
dispense with the luxury ot a hotel,
nnd lie down on my wraps, with
my saddie for o pillow, in & yard
strewn with sleeping men, women,
horses, mules, and dogs.  There 1
slept profoundly until the sun was
high in heavén and every one nstir.
Weapnt for 3 cab, aad drove into
“town— and a sorry set we looked,
with our dJusty eclothes, sunburit
faces, aud dishevelled hairl A
bath was a delight, aud the contents
of wur portmanteaus soun set uel to
rights. Qur toils were al an end,
Thetrip from Los Andes had taken
me from the Sunday at 4 p. m. vtil
the following Wednesday at mid-
night., It is seldom done quicker,
even when the roads nre inw better
state, and, considering that the
distance is two hundred and th'rty-
five miles over mountains and rouch
country, it was quite a ereditafie
performance.  Most to be admired
are the endurance and skilfulness of
the rnules, which make this trip,
backwards uand forwards, almost
constantly, during four or five
months of the year.

Though combined with many
difficulties, aud very fatiguing for
persons  uot  used lo riding and

vivid lightning and clashing |
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eamping out, the trip is weli worth
making, for the magnificént scenery
is a suffivient recompenee for the
toil, apart from the fact that it
shortens the route betwesn kurope
and Chili by about n week, for the
best line of steamers olten tuke more
than thirteen days Letween Mounte
Video and Valparaiso. The ex-
prnse of the land route ja half the
stenmer fpre,

I remnined two days in Meuioza,
and found it a large plave with
broad streets bordered with trees and
posse-siug mauy squares. SBame
of the houses are really hanpdsome.
buf all ary ouly one story high, be
cause of earthquakes, -which are not
frequent here vut violent. In 1863
the whole of the old town was de-
stroyed, and tweuty thousand per-
sons perished. I visited the rius,

aod fouud amouy “them a few
arches aml picces  of musoury,
wnich wele the remains of two

large churches of solid briek work.
All arouml lny the ilebris of the
fallen houses; the aite of the
wreckvd clty had been deserted, the
new tow u having spruny up beside
it. It is surrounded vy feriile coun-
try, witly vineyards and zorn fields,
Leyoud which lics the dry pampa,
flat xs a billiard tuble, and only
clothed with tufis of thin prasses.
Mendoza has telegraphs, telephones,
troimways, and raiiways runuing tu
several directions. The population
hus Jately increased immensely,and

ovne meets witb Buglish. [talian

abd German workmen at every step.
The shops seem to drive a roaring
lrade, and everywhere new houses
are being built, We were glad
when, on the appointed evening,
we depesited ourselves iu the Pull-
man car. Fora womlder the traino
started pupctuslly 2t 9 p. m., but
while we were congratulating our-
selvi s on thiselrcumstunce, we sud-
denly pulled up about two hun
dred yarde cut of the station, aid
stopped there for a considerabie
time. Next day weerawled slowly
along at the rate of about twelve
miles an hour, stoppiug ut ali the
smnll stations totake in water,ns it is
owing to the searcity and bad qual-
ity of that hquid, and to the usu of

-wood fuel, that the truiu eannot po

faster. 'be whele route is unva-
ried; nothing to Le seen but loose
eatth and low shrubs. We were
Jucky in having bad the rain pre-
vipusly, for generally the dust is
fearful. Ltseems a perfectly desert
couniry. except where o few buls
stood near thelitt]e stations. Bome-
timer, when the train toilcd up a
steep incline, we got out and
walked nlongelde, picking wild
flowers and pretty pebbles. We
paseed the small towee of 8an Luis
and Villa Mercedes, similar i as-
pect to Mendoza. A restaurant car
was hooked on to out train at Villa
Merveder, but though thin sounds
luxurious nut in the pampas, it has
little charm for the Lraveler, the fare
being bad and ill-served. At nixht
it rained agnin, and we got Wet in
our hierths. [ nthe morning we were
nearing Buenos A yres; the pampa
Lecame more cultivated, the grass-
fields weie full of cattle, horses and
sheep. At about Il 2. m. we
renched the outskirta of the oity,
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passed the enormous eemetery, the
parks and elegant suburbs, and 7
oally ran intethe graod centrol st8;
tion, siil! about three hours belil¥
time. My experience of the touf
was sufficiently favotable to decid"!
me to return some-four weeks latef
iy thesame route, abd  meanwbile]
I felt considerable pleasure in heibd
80 much nearer to uld Engluud-"l
Mazx Wolfsuhn in Gentlemans Ma§
azine,

MARICOPA STAKE CONFERENCE. |

The Maricops Stake quarterly
confersnee was held ot Mesa, Jusé
224 and 23rd. The Stake and wards
were well represented by Jeading
Eldersbut no visitors wer: present: |
Aside Itom thie usual buginess trang,
acted at such yatheriogs, spirllf“I
discourses were uJelivered by 111F]
following brethren: Presidents .1
Robwon, H. C. Rovers and €. B4
Hakes Putrinrehh B, F. Johnsul

and Elders J. L. i'a terson, H. B
Morris, Jr., G W. Lewfa, 1. b=

I‘omeroy, C. H. Allen, G W. [
ram and Brother Cashy.  Thel
Jwelt upon the trials of life and
their uses. obeicbee, self-sacrifice
charity, ancient order of the king
dom with apustagcy therefrom, ant
restorativn, educationand the bond:
age of debt. No twiler conferent®
wig ever held in the Maricop
Biake. (GEO PASSEY,
Cierk.

CHANGING THEIR BEAT.

People often wonder why police
men are sugddenly Lransferred from
one pection +f the city, where they
may have wialked a beuat for year
and know every dark alley and hid:
ing place, as well us every crook i0
that particular locality, to » part @
thegity where they bave never beed
savess a citizen. At first glance i
dJoes look like an {njudicious thing
to do, but it is pot. Take a patrol
man from the West End or Soutd
End and put him dow: in the heal
of the city, and he’s pretry certaill
to make o few good captures, Wesh
End or South Eud crooks fee] se
cure when they get away from the
laealily where they are weil kpnowt:
and the first thing you %new they
will run right into your arms with
all the evideacesof guilt upon them:
There is auother ad vantage in these
changes, which I believe should '*
more frequent, and that is, that the
policemen b conie familinr with a
sections of the city and thus ar?
rendered  more  valuabie in ap¥
emercency.—St  Louts GRobe-Demt
crat, :

THE funny pictures of the censu?
jnan and the maiden lady who 8
asked her age are well enough; b
it isn’t the maiden lady alone whe
keeps the yenr of her age o seervl
Married women and widows 10
mert: revea) the date of their birth
than do women who are single. of
all the imsccurste information foF
which Uncle Samuel is pnying,nott
will be go faulty as that which ¥
lates tu feiginine ages. But if O
cle Samuel 1s so foolish as 1o pry
into the private aflairs of the Indie#
he deserves no better treatment.

.



