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I* OICE yery much, brethren and
rs,.at the opportunity we en-

joy .to -night of meeting together to
¥ship the Lord our God, and to
wait upen ‘him, that we may re-
our strength. It is the desire

.y heart to do-all I can to in-
re {n you a living faith in God,
and- I am sorry to say that there are
those in our midst, against whom I
haye no particular charge to muke,
but who, by reason of the favors
which fortune or this world has be-
stowed upon them, have become
weak and sickly in the faith, and
who, I may say, have almost no
faith atall, I éelﬂn this ocecasion
Af 'wealth would destroy what

J faith I have I would rather
that it would take to itself wings
and fly beyond my reach. I have

no faith to boast of, but what Ilit-
tle: faith I may possess I think
mrare-of than I do.of the wealth of
this world, for the wealth of this
world will> mot carry me suceess-
fally threugh the dark walley of
theshadow of death; it will not open
tome the portals of bliss; but ‘real
and genuine faith in God will ac-
comaplish this. I remember once,
it Nauvoo, when we felt ourselves
hajy pv and: fortunate if we <2ould
getl ludf a bushel of meal to make
maushy .0f,  the Prophet Joseph
Samith, Lujking-tﬂ some of us at the
heuse of Brother John Taylor, said
—=**Brethren, we are ;pretty tight
run now, 7but the time will come
when you will have so much money
that you will -be weary with count-

it)and you will be tried with

es;"and I sometimes think that

gold for food in the market, I can
not recollect for how much. We
should consider it pretty much of a
task or penalty to be compelled to
use an article like that for food; but
the people of Samaria were sorel
distressed with famine, and_ which
way to turn to save themselvesthey
knew not. About this time, the
King of Syria, with a large army,
came to besiege the city, and there
was a mighty host of them, and
they brought everything in the
shape of food that was necessary
for the comfort and happiness ,of
man; and although the famine was
so sore among the Samaritans, the
old prophet, I£lisha I think it was,
told them ;that on the next day
meal should be sold In the gate of
their city at very low figures, lower
than it had ever been known to be
sold ‘before. A certain nobleman,
who heard the prephecy of Elisha
expressed his doubt of its truth, and
he said that if the windows of hea-
ven were opeped and meal poured
down from above it eould not fall
to such low figures. Now see what
he got by doubting the words of
the Prophet—said Elisha to him—
“Your eyes shall see it, but you
shall not taste it.’”! Thal night the
Lord sent forth the angels of his
presence and they made a rustling
in the trees, and sounds like horses’
hoofs and {:hariut.s, as if the whole
country had combined to go out to
battle against the Syrians, and they
did not know what to make of it,
and they were frightened, and fled,
leaving almost every thing they had
brought with them in the borders
of the town; and as they went, the
rustling of the trees and the noise of
the heorses and chariots seemed to
pursue them, and inorder to make
their burdens as light as possible,
they threw away everything they
haa with them, and their track was
strewed with everything good and
desirable. The next morning the
eople of Samaria went out and
rought the spoils into the market,
and it was overstocked with provis-
ions, and the word of the Lord

perhaps the preface to thattime has
now arrived, and that the Saints
will soon be tried with riches; but
iferi¢hes would kill our prospects of
¢ternal life by alienating us  from
thie priesthood and kingdem of God,
Esay it would be far better for us to
remain like Lazarus, and that all
our fine things should rish like
the dew, and we come down to the
bedrock of faith, and trust-in the
trueand living God. The question
is whether we have to come there
in order to inherit eternal life. 1
&M‘reaﬂ a little of the words of our
vior, as recorded in the 6th chap-
er 8 Matthew. Said he—*Take no
th E‘ht, gaying what shall we eat |
or what shall we drink, or where-
al shall we be clothed, for af-

zg all these things do the Gentiles
K, . for 'your eufau(liy' Father
Knoweth ve "have need of these

th .ug's‘,'_bu seek ye first the king- |
0

dqgl od and his righteousness,
and all these things shall be added
%tb,‘ you. Take therefore mo
thought for the morrow, for the

row shall take thought for the

'in?‘of ftself. Sufficient unto the
day is the evil thereof.”’ 1
Saints at  this.

t
“There are many iSi
time who are laboring to acquire
wealth; and the "kingdom, in the
l:%ﬂﬂ'-s of a good many, has become
a“ secondary consideration; if we
werb to reverse this order of pro-
ing and seek the kingdom of
od first we could then put our
L:fiwehlj‘ Father to the proof wheth-
all these things shall be added to
uf ‘and thns also test the truth of
otir religion, and T believe that this
would be a legitimate way to test
i to our satisfaction, o '
“I have heard several very able
ﬁiﬁourm, by good men, showing
t unless our ex]gurts equal our
imports, we are not making head-
way financially.. This is all very
‘80 far as it goes, but reasoning
of that kind is not our Ravior's, it
id'the reasoning of this world, and
80 far as this world is concerned,
their reasoning, if correct is just as
good as any other reasoning; but if
it-is not correct, and we are swerved
by its force and power from theline

marked out for us to walk by, we|

shall become the losers. .1 wish
now to refer you to certain events
that have transpired in days gone
by, and then any of you may tell
me by what finaneial calculations
t.h@a)}hilljl" happened,and whether
they were brought down to the very
nlbai of worldly reasoning, or
wé}e er they were left open to the
providences of our God.

Ongce on a time there was a great
famine in Samaria, and so sore was
that famine that a. mule’s head sold
for four score pieces of silver in the
market, and a cab of dove’s dung

&5

through the prophet was fulfilled.

Now, you see, the Lord kunew
they had eaten mules’ heads long
enough, and that they had need
of something more palatable; he
had had the matter under advise-
ment, no doubt, when the crusade
was inaugurated against the people
of Bamaria, and he, in all probabil-
ity, inspired them to take abundant
supplies, that they might feel all
the more confident- on account of
their great numbers being so well
provided for. They no doubt cal-
culated that they  had the sure
thing, little thinking that God was
making them pack animals to take
to his people what they needed.
Their Fathor in heaven knew that
they had need of them, and he
gent them, and the people of Sa-
maria brought them into market,
and behold and lo the multitude
rushed together just as hungry peo-
ple will,and this nobleman came out
also, and he was trodden down un-
der foot and stam to death—he
saw it but he never tasted it. That
isthe reward of those who disbelieve
the prophetsof God; it was so then,
and if the same thing does not oec-
cur in every instance something of
a similar character is sure to take
place. There was no living faith in
that man, he could not believe the
testimouy of the prophets, and in
this he was like some of our, what
shall I say, great men, whose faith
is weak and sickly, and they think
they know itall, and can chalk
out right and left that which would
be best for building up the king-
dom of God.

Well, after the flightof Sennach-

|erib and’ his hosts, the starving

multitudes of Samaria had an
abundant supply of food. By what
financial calculation was this
brought about? Was it by
worldly financiering, or was it by
the bounteous dispensation of kind
Heaven, who, disregarding worldly
technicalities, sent a full supply to
administer to and supply the wants
ofthose who put their trust in Him,
for at that time the people of Sa-
maria stood fairly before him, and
he plead their ecause.

Said the Ravior—*Take mno
thought what ye shall eat or what
ye shall drink, or wherewithal ye
shall be clothed, for after all these
things do the Gentiles seek.” Have
the Gentiles come here to make
money _and to become wealthy ?
They say they havc; i ;i told that
that is their sole «:rand. I have
not the least objectivu to if, but I
have an objection to my Dbrethren
and sisters adopting their spirit by
which their faith withers and be-
comes like a dried reed. The Lord
sald to Joseph Smith once—'‘As I
| live, saith the Lord, I givenot unto

you that ye shall live after the
manner of the world.” Are we
seekirg to live after the manner of
the world by our trading and tratt-
iking? I do not know, however,
that there is anything objectionable
about legitimate, honorable trading,
and I am not going to speak against
it; but in these days it is a pretty
rare thing to find an honorable
dealer. There may be, and un-
doubedily there are, men who do
nothing but honorable business
transactions, but most business
men are eager to lay up a fortune,
and to get rich ina short time.
Some of our merchants think they
ought to get rich in from five Lo ten
years, and then retire; but in hon-
orable business transactions it takes
almost "a lifetime to amass a ‘for-
tune, I will not, however, speak of
things that occurred in old tinses,
but will come down to our own ex-
perience. |

I recollect when we were forced
away from Nauvoo, at the point of
the bayonet, and when we crossed
theriverto the Iowa side there were
hundreds of our people camped
along the shore, and what had they
to eat, or to make themselves com-
fortable with, in the scorching sun
and burning with fevers? Notliing,
We wanted meat and other com-
forts, but we had not the means to
procure them, and the Lord in
mercy sent clouds of quails right
into camp. They came into the
tents, flew into the wagons, rested
on the wagon wheels, ox yokes and

]

wagon tongues, and our little chil-
dren could cateh them, and there
was an abundant supply of meat
for the time being. Who financier-
ed that, and by what caleulation of
two and two make four did it hap-
pen? 1t was the mercy and gener-
ogity of kind Providence. Aftler
the people arrived here in Salt Lake,
they had pretty hard times. I was
not one of the honored ones first
here, but I arrived soon after, and
I can recollect very well hearing of
the hard times, when the brethren
and sisters were forced to dig roots,
and boil up thistletops, and any-
thing that ceuld be converted in the
seething pot into food for the stom-
ach. In those days the rations of
our people were very short indeed.
The Lord was aware of the posi-
tion of the Saints in those times,
he knew that they craved and had
need of the necessaries and com-
forts of life, and he provided a way
for them to obtain them. He open-
ed the mines of California, and he
caused the news to fly eastward,
and this inspired the people of the
East, almost enmasse, to go to the
Eldorado of the West to secure the
precious metals. I hapnened to be
on the borders at the time the ex-
citement was in progress, and havs
ing erossed the Plains once or twice,
people came to me fo know what

they should load with, I told them-

to take plenty of flour,for that
would be good anyhow, and if they
took more than they could earry
they could trade it with the Iudi-
ans to good advantage forsomething
that they needed. I also told them
to take plenty of bacon; the very
best that they could bring; plenty
of sugar, and also plenty of coffee
and tea, we were not quite so con-
scientious in those days about using
tea and coffee as we profess to be
now. I alsotold them totake plen-
ty of clothing, such as shirts, over~
coats, blankets and everything that
would keep the body warm; and 1
told them that tools of every kind
would be very convenient and al-
most indispensable, such as spades,
shovels, planes, saws, augurs, chis-

els and everything that a carpenter’

needs, forsaid I—"*When you get to

the end of your journey you may’

not find everything to your hand
that you want, and these things
will be very convenient for you to
build with.””  And I gave them
this counsel in good faith, for
thought if they did not feel dispos-
ed to carry all these things through
they could very readily exchange
them in our valley for smuelhiuﬁ
that our folks could spare an
which the emigrants would find
useful.

Well, they fitted up train after
train with these staple articles, and
to use asteamboat phrase, they load-
ed to the very guards, and when
many of them reached here, having
been retarded by their heavy loads,
it was so late that they said—‘'If we
attempt to go through to California
with this outfit, we shall be swamp-
ed in the snows of the Sierra Nevada
Mountains, and so we must leave it
here.” ' They had brought it just
where God wanted it, for said he—
“I knew you had need of these
things;”” and while many of those
who brought them along were good,
honorable men, it *- happened in

the providence of God that his peo-
ple were abundantly supplied.

Did not Brother KimE&H prophe-
¢y here once, in a time of the great-
est strait, that goods and merchan-
dise of every Kkind would be so
cheap and plentiful within a certain
time, that they would have to be
piled up on the wayside? Yes,and
his prediction came trae. and the
merchandise had to be placed/by the
wayside because there were not
houses egough to put it in, Well
when the emigrants got here with
their jaded teams, they were glad
to trade them off, Said they—
‘““Here gentlemen, are  the dry
goods, merchandise, tools, and
other things we have brought along,
they are at your service, give us a
pack mule aund a paeksaddle, a
lariat and a pair of spurs that we
may go on our way.”’ | This was the
way matters were arranged in many
instances, and there was no fault to
find, we did the best we could under
the cireumstances, and they did the
best they were obliged to for us,

Who financiered that! Was that
on the prineiple of two and two
muake four? I do not objectat all to
that principle, but one is the result
of human skill and wisdom, the
other is based upon unshaken faith
in God. That is what I am coming
to—unshaken faith in God, which
in this case, inour own experience,
brought deliverance to the SBaints,
for they were well supplied with
tools, wagons, clothing and all they
needed to make them ecomfortable.

these things, but

Our community was small then, a
few trains heavily laden were suffi-
cient to supply it, but now it would
take a number of railroad trains.
Wearegrowing and increasing,and
I fear that we are growing beyond
our faith, we are taking thought
for to-morrow too much. | -
To illustrate this matter I will
suppose thatl say to my sons—
“Here my boys, I want you to go
and plough, take care of the stock,
or make the garden beautiful;”’ and
they reply—'"Father, we want some
boots, Ipanta and hats.” “I tell
them 1 know they have need of
waunt them to
attend to what I require of them
without first receiving the boots
pants and hats.. What would you
think of these boys if, because
father did not give them what they
thought they needed just at the
time; they should say ‘‘we will
strike out on our own
must have, and are determined to.
have these things?”
us are there now who feel as though
we could chalk out and financier
our ow: course irrespective of what
the prophet says? ~ Perhaps some
would be grieved if their faith in
the ordinanees of the gospel and in
the servants of God were questioned;

down to the bedrock, leaving tiction
out of the question, how many of

hands with the

and to hang on to
or blow low, come coarse or come
fine? I'herearesome men who have
acquired fortunesand who are rich,
and I have reason to believe, though
perhaps good men in every other
respect, there will be a divorece be-
tween them and their silver and
gold, or 1 fear they may not enter
the kingdom of God. ' The rieh
man may say-—‘‘Divoreced! is it pos-
sible that I must be divorced from
that to which I am so devotedl
attached—my riches— in order that
I may obtain life everlasting?”’

In further illustration of the sub-
ject we have under consideration, T
will quote the saying of the Savier
—'‘Tiay not up for vourselves treas-
ures on earth, where moth and rust
can corrupt,and where thieves break

rophet of God

yourselves (reasures in heaven
where neither moth nor rust ean cor-
rupt, nor thieves break through and
steal.” If heaven be beyond the
bounds of time and space, as some
of our religious friends believe, it
would require a long arm to deposit
our treasures there; but I apprehend
that the heaven here referred to is
potl so far away. I believe it is near,
and that when I yield my trea-
sures to the powers that govern the
kingdom ef God I lay up treazure
in heaven. Whenever I see the
hungry and feed him, the naked
and clothe him, the sick and dis-
tressed and administer to their
wants I feel that I am laying up
treasure in heaven. When 1 am
educating my children and embel-
lishing their minds and fitting them
for usefulness, I am laying up trea-
sures in heaven, I would ask that
little boy, who is well educated and
well trained, “What thief ean én-
ter in and steal the Lknowledge
you have got?”’ It is beyond the

power of the thief to steal, it is out

ook, for we.

How many of

but, as I said in the start, to come-

us are there who are ready to strike:

im blow high,

through and steal, but lay up for

- ——

of his reach, that treasure is laid
up in heaven, for where is there u
place more sacred than the hearts
of the rising generation which beat
with purity, and with Jove to their
arents, and with love to God and
118 Kingdom? What better place
can you find in which to deposit
treasures than that? But all our
obligations are not pointing to one
gource or quarter, there are many
ways in whiech we ean lay up trea-
sures in héaven by doing good here
on the eath. |

The Biblesayvs—*'Take no thought
beforehand, what ye shall eat or
what ye shall drink, or wherewith-
al ye shall be clothed.” Says one
—“If we are to take no thought be-
forehand I would like to know how
the farmer will’ ever contemplate

‘sowing his seed if he does not leok

with an eye to the harvest, if he

 does not take some forethought?”’

I do not ‘see any necessity for this.
I kpow that the times and seasons
roll around, and when Spring comes
my natural senses tell me then is
the time to plough, and I go and
plough, beeause I know it is my
duty to plough. I keep on plough-
ing day after day until I get through,
and then I commence sowing seed.
It iz no use for me to give myself
any ‘anxiety about the harvest, I
have no control over that, as the
Seriptures say—*‘‘Paul may plant
and Apolles water, but God giveth
the incdrease,”” and I, with all m
figuring, can not'swell the kernels
of wheat and cauze them to germi-
nate. I ean do my duty in the time
and the season thereof, but I must
leave the issue with God. When I
see that the grain wants watering I
can turn on the water, but never
mingd-to-morrow, let that take care
of itself. As each day rolls around
[ can do the duties thereof, but to-
morrow is beyond my reach or con-
trol. We, however, are looking to
great results from our present labors
as' Latter-day Baints, and perhaps
there is no particular harm in this;
but it is far safer forus to do the du-
ties of to-day than to neglect them
by dreaming of the glory that is to
be revealed in the future, That is in
safe-keeping. The hands of the
Lord are strong and true, they will
keep the reward in reserve for the
faithful, and none ecan reb them of
it. Let us do the work of to-day,
then, and our heavenly Father
knmoweth that we have need of all
these things. | |

There is one very uliar saying
of our Savior in the New Testament
which I believe I will guote. - Said
the Savior, It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man (o enter into
the kingdom eof God.” This is a
geaying which very few people who
live now seem to believe, for, appa-
rently, the main objeet for which
most people labor is to get rich, and
hence, according to the saying of
Jesus, to keep themselves out of the
Kingdom of God. I know men in
this churech whom I would have
gladly seen here to-night, but I do
not see them. I suppose they have
so . much riches t have no
time to attend meeting. Maybe
they are here, I hope so, my sight
is not very keen, and I can not see
all over the room; but 1 do hope
and pray that I shall never get so
muc
timé to attend meetings, or so much
as to keep me busy taking care of it

Y |s0o that I shall not have time to en-

rich my heart with the knowledge
of the Lord our God by pufting
mysell in the way to obtain it,
“Iasier for a camel to enter the eye
of a needle than for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God.”
Said the disciples “Who then ecan
be saved!”” The Savior answered,
“T'hat which is impossible with
man is possible with God."’

Now 1 want to look a little at the
possibilities and im ibilities of
the matter, not that I elaim to un-
derstand everything, but sometimes
a train of thought comes through

| my mind which cheers and does me

good. That man who claims to be
under the jurisdiction of an autlhor-
ity that he professes to believe is
paramount with God, and yet is en-
gaged in this way, that way and the
other way, in getting rich so that
he has no time to honor it, the ques-
tion is Can that man enter into the
kingdom of God? I am not going
to say, but I will bring up another
case that, perhaps, may have a
bearing on, and serve to illustrate
this subject,

There was a certain rich man who
fared Eumc!)t.unusly every day. He
had abundance of everything that
was good. Then there was a poor
man named Lazarus, who lay at his

gate, and the dogs came and licked
his sores. This r man would

have been glad of the crumbs that

wealth that I shall have no '




