
aheTHE DESERET WE EBLy
in funke remembrance of all they have
done irfor us

badr west left salt lake city april
irth 18951894 1I on the of june 1895 in
reelwattonseJonse to a call from the first presi-
dencyded of our church to labor as they
had adonedone and hundreds of others to
cacarry glad tidings of great joy to the
maciimeek and the the lowly to warn the
hoople of the judgments that will over-
take the wickedwe with the other boys placed our-
selves under the directorship otof our be-
loved president elias S kimball

inill november elder west was called
to take charge of the florida confer-
enceence the tunetime previously being spent in
AlibalabamaRma

I1 first labored in the south alabama
cwerenceconference and afterwards was assigned
to labor in the florida conference
While laboring here we witnessed much
of the power of god our elders went
forth in great humility without purse or
saliclip at the beginning otof december
we ldhad twenty six elders in the florida
conferenceCWerencei boys who are true whose
parents and the church need to be
proud of many have believed our
humble testimony and we have blessed
the naniename of our god that we were
counted worthy to go90 forth as messen-
gers of his divine word

on the irth of september elder west
was stricken down his voice and lungs
hadbad given way some time previously
but now all the vital parts of his body
gowned to fail him he would grow so
weak that the elders who were with
him and the friends whom god had
raised up for us would almost think
that he was gonegone forever then with
the0 xeal otof paul the elders would
anoint himham with the holy oil and time
and tunetime again was he healed by the
power of god the elders and saints
throughout the southern states with
parents and loved ones at home fasted
and prayed for him and through the
blessings otof the god of israel those
veilsIs of great prostration began to growyeatI1 well remember on the ath of
november last when our beloved presi-
dent west was attacked by one of those
bad spells his blood quit circulating his
whole body grew and cold his jaws
were owneven locked together so that it was
impossible to getet his mouth open he
mildcould not speak and we could scarcely
tell whether there was a breath of life in
him or not after administering to him
the fourth time hisbis jaws were loosed

the breath of life freely and
could talk to us once more wiwe could
kuonly praise god for the priesthood we
heaheld and for his power being made
manifest through his servants in behalf
of earbar dear president while he lay
helpless upon his bed one day a dear
henesslittle girlvir mamie hurst came running to
tell us that such a lot of men on horse
backack were coming we knew it was a
mob we in gibat haste had elder

apsher clad in disdisguiseguis e and sent him off
AS greater threats habadd been made against
him than us 4

the mob for such it proved to beane
hundred and fifty men armed to the
teeth came up to the front gate the
lady of the housebouse with little mamie
stood at the gate and tried to reason
with the men who were drunken with
wrath against the mormon elders

they told the mob they could not
come in only over their dead bodies un-
less they would solemnly swear that
they would not injure the sick man nor

those who were nursing him they
finally agreed that itif three of their lead-
ers could come in and talk to them that
they would not harm them at this time
so JJ R newlan thomas memc
clain and henry platt with the consent
of the lady of the house came in we
had previously in great humility kneeled
by the bed side otof our sick brother and
prayed god to protect us and we dedi-
cated ourselves the housebouse we were in
the inmates thereof and all unto him

they came in and were quite civil
we told them of president bests long
sickness the spirit otof god rested upon
us in mighty power we told them they
had come to take our lives or drive us

i

iromfrom the country they said they had
come to warn us to leave that our
doctrines were making great disturb-
ances turning father against son mother
against daughter and neighbor against
neighbor and they would have no more
of it we bore to them a faithful testi-
mony of the truth of the gospel and the
divinity of joseph smiths mission and
that we were sent to carry the glad
tidings to all who would hear us we
told them that they might commence at
our finger ends and our whole
bodies yet with our last breath our testi-
monies would be the same wew e warned
them to cease their persecution against
the work of god or the judgmentsjudgments otof
god would follow them

they had come with the full intention
of making us take an oath that we would
leave the county but they seemed to for-
get all their mission and they solemnly
vowed not to molest us while one of our
number was sick thus our lives were
spared from the grasp of an angry
ignorant band of men who had lent
themselves to the service of satan

yet otof a truth we only felt sorry that
we had but one life to give for so great a
cause Wwee were afterwards informed
by a grayra haired veteran that not more
than fifteenfifteen of the one hundred and fifty
men could read and write during the
next week president west was released
and I1 also to attend him as his nurse and
see him safely in the care of loving
parents and friends in snowflake
arizona we enjoyed the trip quite
well under the circumstances arriving
at the place above mentioned decem-
ber irth 1 returned via san franciscoPran ciSco
after a sojourn of two weeks with elder
west and friendsfriend in arizona which was
spent very pleasantly among the saints

we bear our testimony to all who read
these wolds that god lives and that he
hears our prayers and that his servants
are protected by a divine power we
wouldwonid urge the young men of israel to
awake and put on the armor of humility
seek wisdom in prayer and thus prepare
themselves to go forth as meteors of
light not in word alone but that their
very appearances will be a testimony otof
the truth they bear let us say to the
fathers and mothers in zion hold on to
youryour wild wayward boys as we have
seen the power of god made manifest
in healing the bodies of the elders
abroad and have heard the thousand otof
testimonies of our parents and the
saints at home so can the same power
touch the hearts of these thoughtless
boys and open their eyes that satan has
blinded

letlei our fathers work go on until it
fills the whole earth until every son and
daughter of adam shall have the brivil
edge of hearing the true gospelgosiel of
christ fotfoi this gospel of the kingdom

must be preached in all the corliworld ioforr
a witness unto all nations and then shall
the end come

in praise of the southern tates peo-
ple will say for their kindness and hos-
pitalitypita lity their equal would be hard to
find and in behalf of elder joseph A
Wwestes I1 feel to thank all who have aided
him in any way during his long siege of
sickness alterafter one hundred and fifteen
days illness he is now able to walk
around the yard respectfully

THOMAS F

priesthood MEETING

the regular monthly meeting of the
Priesthood of the salt lake stake of
zion convenedevenedoo in the assembly hall
bait aske city today saturday feb-
ruary jtb at 11 a mW elder angus
m- cannoncannon president of the stake
presiding also present counselorConna elor

B taylor
the rollrol waswaa called and responded

to by aoe high councilorCoun ollor three patri-
archyarch elder elias morris and will-
iam 0 dunbar of thebe presidency of
the high priests quorum twelve
presidentsorea identa or seventy and six home
missionaries

1 all theme wardsward of thehe stake were
properly represented excepting theshe

and Sixsixteenth city wardsward
and mountain dell rivertonBi verton and
granger of the country

upon the recommendation of their
respective bishops seventeen young
brethren received certificatescertificate autborta
ing their ordination tote the office of
elder each of whom promised to
bonor and magnify hisbli calling aselderabeldt
itif ordained

A letter having been received from
ano of thehe association in the country
with rete renoe to dancing cartieapart leegiea the
questiontion of dancea came up before the
meeting

the circular of the twelve apostlesApo etler
and the resolution of the high council
regarding dancingDan olag parties and kin
dred were roadread all he

are or should be familiar with
the printed instruction on this ques-
tion

riderelder brigham young of the
quorum of the twelve ApoApetleaoatlee ad
dressonbrewed the meeting in a very spirited
and persuasive manner the burden of
hisbig remarksremark being the great import
sinceanoe there is for all walking anthola the
fear of the lord continuacontinuallyfly the
throwing of all the aai possible
arlund the youth of zion that none
whatever be led down to
and death by the many mine intro-
duced among uaas by the evil one

he read irumfrom the book of Dacastrine
andana covenants sec 82 verseevenes I1 to 10
andnd urged upon all present to observe
strictly the divine command of our
lord and flavour jese christ to
abway watch and pray

adjourned to meet in stake canter
enoeence on saturday march isab at 10
a m

IN SOME countries there are lawsjaws
against blasphemy we believe it
would meet with the approval of a
public to which sacred are
sacred itif certain cartoon drawers were
taught that the religious sentimentssentiment of
that public are ionentitledtitled to respect hasha
thebe public not a right to proprotect itself

against the fastige of vipers


