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in fhankful rememhrance of all they have
doae for us. ) .

Elder West left Salt Lake City April
13th, 18gs, I on the 2gth of June 1895, in
response to a call from the first presi-
dency of our Church to lahor, as they
bed done, and hundreds of others, to
carry glad tidings of great joy to the
meek and the the lowly, to warn the
People of the judgments that will over-
take the wicked.

We with the other boys placed our-
selves under the directorship ot our he-
loved president, Eiias S. Kimball.

In November Elder West was called
to take charge of the Flor_lda conle_r-
ence, the time previously being spent in

abama,

I first labored in the South Alabama
conference, and afterwards was assigned
to labor in the Florida conference.

ile laboring here we witnessed much
of the power of God; our Elders weat
forth jin great humility without purse or
scrip, At the beginoing of December
we had twenty-six Elders in the Florida
conference, boys who are true, whose
Parents and the Church npeé to be
Proud of, Many have believed our
bumble testimony and we have blessed
the pame of our God, that we were
counted worthy to go forth as messen-
gers of His divine word.

On the 19th of September,Elder West
was stricken down,his voice and lungs
bad given way some time previously,
but now all the vital parts of his body
seemed to fail him. He would grow so
weak that the Elders who were with
him and the friends whom God bad
raised up for us, would almost l.hipk
that he was gooe forever. Then with
the zeal ot Paul, the Elders would
avoint him with the holy oil and time
and time again was DE healed by the
power of God. The Elders and Saints
throughout the Southern states, with
parents and loved ones at home, fasted
and prayed for him, and through the
blessings ot the God of Israel those
spells of great prostration began to grow
lighter, I weli remember on the 4th of
November last, when our beloved Presi-
dent West was attacked by one of those
bad spells, his blood quit circulating, his
Whole body grew stifl and COld, hi! Jaws
were even locked together so that it was
impossible to get his mouth open, he
conld pot speak and we could scarcely
tell whether there was a breath of life in
bim or not. After administering to him
the tourth time his jaws were loosed,
be breathed the breath ot lite h‘ee‘ly and
could talk to us once more. We could
only praise God for the priesthood we
held and for His power being made
Mmanifest through His servantsin behalf

our dear president. While he lay
hetlrlesg, upon bis bed, one day a dear
little pirl, Mamie Hurst came running to
tell ys that such a lot of men on horse-
ack were coming. We knew it wasa
mob. We in giteat baste had Elder
Fisher clad in disguise andsent him off,
AS greater threats had been made agalnst
Bim than us, ¢

The mob, for such it praved to be,one
bundred and fifty men armed to the
teeth, came up to the front gate. The
lady of the house with little Mamie
stood at the gate and 1iried to reason
with the men who were drunken with
wrath against the Mormon Elders.

They told the niob they could not
come in only over their dead bodies un-
less they would solemuly swear that
they would not iojure the sick man nbr

those who were nursing him. They
finally agreed that il three of their lead-
ers could come in and talk to them that
they would not harm them at this time.
So Messers |. R. Newlan, Thomas Mc
Clain and Henry Platt with the consent
of the lady of the house came in. We
had previously in great humility kneeled
by the bed side ot our sick brother and
prayed God to protect us and we dedi-
cated ourselves, the house we were in,
the inmates thereof and all unto him.

They came in and were guite civil
We told them of President West’s long
sickness; the spirit of God rested upon
us in mighty power. Wetold them they
had come to take our lives or drive us
from the country. They said they had
come to warn us to leave; that our
doctrines were making great disturb-
ances, turning father against son,mother
against daughter, and neighbor against
neighbor. and they would have no more
of it. We bore to them a faithful testi-
mony of the truth of the Gospel and the
divinity ot Joseph Smith’s mission and
that we were sent to carry the glad
tidings to all who would hear us. we
told 1hem that they might commence at
our finger ends and unjoint our whole
bodies yet with our last breath our testi-
monies would be thesame. We warned
them to cease their persecution against
the work of God or the judgments of
God would foliow them.

They had come with the tull intention
of making us take anoath that we would
leave the county, but they seemed to for-
get all their mission and they solemnly
vowed not to molest us while one of cur
number was sick, Thus our lives were
spared from the grasp of an angry,
ignorant band of men who bad lent
themselves to the service of Satan.

Yet of a truth we only felt sorry that
we had but one life to give for so great a
cause, We were afterwards inlormed
by a gray haired veteran that not more
than filteen of the one bundred and fifty
men could read and write. Daring the
next week president West was released
and I also to attend him as his nurse and
see him safely in the care of loving
parents and friends in Snowflake,
Arizona. We enjoyed the trip quite
well under the circumstances. Arriving
at the place above mentioned, Decem-
ber 13th, I returned via San Francisco
alter a sojourn of two weeks with Elder
West and friends in Arizona which was
spent very pleasantly among the Saints.

We bear our testimony to all who read
these words, that God lives and that He
hears our prayers and that His servants
are protecied by a divine power. We
would urge the young men of Israel to
awake and put on the armor of bumility,
seek wisdom in prayer and thus prepare
themselves to go forth as meteors of
light, not in word alone, hut that their
very appearances will be a testimony ot
the truth they bear. Let us say tothe
fathers and mothers in Zion, hold on to
your wild, wayward boys, as we have
seen the power of God made manitest
in healing the bodies of the Elders
abroad and have heard the thousand ol
testimonies of our parents and the
Saints at home, socan the same power
touch the hearts of these thoughtliess
boys and open their eyes that Satan has
blinded.

Let our Father’s work go on until it
fills the whole earth, until every son and
daughter of Adam shall have the privil.
edge of hearing the true Gospel of

Christ. Fot this Gospel of the kingdom

must be preached in all the world for
a witness unto all nations and then shall
the end come.

In praise of the Southern gtates peo-
ple will say; for their kindoess and hos-
pitality, their equal would be hard to
find .and in behall of Elder Joseph A.
West, I feel to thank all who have aided
him in any way during his long siege of
sickness, Adfter one hundred and fifteen-
days illness he is now able to walk
around the yard Respectlully,

THoMAS F. WASDEN.

PRIESTHOOD MEETING.:

The regular monthly meetiog of the -
Priesthood of the Balt Lake Stake of
Zion convened 1n the Assembly Hali,
Balt Liske QCity, todsy, Baturday, Feb-
ruary 6ih, at 11 &, m., Elder Angns
M. Cannon, president of the Btake,
presidine., Also present Conneslor
Joneph E. Taylor.

The roll was called and responded
to by one Hilgh Councilor, three Patri--
a1obe, Eider Eline Morris, and WIi-
ilam C. Dunbar, o! the presidency of
the High Priests quorum, twelve
oresidenis of Beventy, and eix home
missionaries.

All the wards of the HBtake were
properly represented excepilng the
Cwelftb, and Bixleenth oity wards,.
and Mountaln Dell, Riverton saod
Granger ot the couantry.

Upon tke recommendation of their:
reepective Bishops seventeen young
brethren received certificatas authorlz.-
ing their oralnation to the office of
Eldoer, each of whom promised to
vonor and magnily bis ealling se Eldsr
ifotdaloed.

A letter having been received from
Jne of the assgetations in the country
with reterence to danclog partles, the
quesiion of dance: oame np before the
mesting.

The ciroular of the Twalve Apostles
and the resolution ot the High Connelil
regarding **Danciog pariles snod kin-.
dred amuaeements? were read. All the
Bishopw are or ahoald be lamillar with
the printed instruction nn thle gues«
tion.

Elder Brighsm Young, of the
quotum of the Tweive A postles, ad-
dreases the meeting In & very spirited
and persussive manner, the burden of
bis tematkes belpy the great jwpert-
ance Lhere je for all walking in the
fear of the Lord cootipnally; the.
throwing of all the sa;eguarda possible-
around the youth of Zion that none
whalever be led dnwn to distruction.
and death by the mwny gine intro-
duced among Ge by the Evil One;

He read irom the book of Doietrine
and Clovenants, Seo. 82, verses I to 10,
apd urged upon all present to obasrve.
sirlotly the uvivioe command of our
Liord snd Baviur Jesys OChrlet Lo
aiway watch and pray.

Adjouroed to meet In Stake oinfer-
ence on Baturday, March 18in, at 10~
4. .

IN BOME countriva there are lawas.
aguinst blasphemy. We belleve it
wou)d meet with the approval of a
public to whiob eacred tnhinge are
sacred, If ceriain cartoon drawers were
taught that the religious sentiments of
that publie are eotitled to teapect. Hag-
the public not a tlght to protect lteslf
againet the fange of vipers?



