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exploslon took place while they were
asleep, s0 that they can give no par-
ticulars as to the ecause.

The wildest consternation prevalls In
Havana. The wharves are crowded
with thousands of people.

It ia helieved the exploalon occurred
in & small powder magazine. At a
-quarter to 11 o'clock what remains of
4the Maline Is gtill burnlng. Capt.
‘Sigsbee ond the other officers have
‘been saved.

It is estimated that over 100 of the
erew were kliled, but it is impossible
,:ret to give exact details. Admiral
Manterola has ordered that boats of
:all kinds should go to the assistance
.0f the Malne and her wounded,

Tha Havana flremen are giving aid,
tending carefully to the wounded as
they are brought on shore. It Is a ter-

rible Bight.
Gen. Zolano and the other generals
have been ordered by Capt Gen.

Blancoe to take sateps to help the
Maline's erew In every wuay possible.

The correspondent of the Assoclated
Press has been near the Maine in a
‘boat of the eruiser Alfonzo XIII and
seen others of the wounded who cor-
roborate the statement of those first
asleep when the exploslon occurred.

Capt. Slgsbee says the explosion oc-
curred in the bow of the vessel, He
received a wound In the heand. Orderr
were glven to the other officers to save
themselves, ax best they could. 'The
latter, who were literally thrown
from thelr bunks In their night cloth-
ing gave the necessary orders with
great self-possession and bravery.

At 1:30 o'clock the Maine contlnues
burning. The first theory was that
there had been a prellminary explosion
in the Santa Barbara (magazine) of
powder or dynamite below the water.

Admiral Manterola believes that the
first exploslon was of a prenade that
wns hurled over the navy yard.

Washington, Feb. 156.—The =ecretary
of the navy recelved the followlng
telegram from Capt. Sigsbee:

“Maine blown up 'n Havana har-
bor at 9:45 o'clock and destroyed. Many
wounded and doubtless many killed
and drowned., The wounded and others
are on board the Spanish man-of-war
and Ward line steamer. BSend light-
house tender from Key West for crew
and few pleces of equipment still above
water. No one had other clothes than
those upon him.

“Public opinlon should be suspended
till further reports. All officers be-
jfjeved to be saved. Jenkins and Mer-
ritt not yet accounted for. Many
Spanish officers, Including representa-
tives of Gen, Blanco, now'with me, and
express aympathy. SIGSBEE."

The officers refrred to In the above
dispateh are Lieut. Freind W. Jepkins
and Assistant Engineer Darwin R. Mer-
ritt,

From the wording of the dlspateh the
navy department thinks it ia possible
that they were on shore at the time of
the nccident.

Washington, Feb. 16.—-While Secre-
tary Long was with the President the
follow!ng detalled dispateh from Cap-
tain Bigshee, commander of the Maine,
was brought to him:

“Advise sending wrecking vessel at
once. Maine submerged except debris,
mostly work for divers now. Jebnkins
and Merritt still missing. Little hope
for their safety.

“Those known to be saved are: Of-
ficers 24, uninjured, crew 18; wounded
now on board Ward Line steamer, In
city hospital and at hotel (9 s0 far
as known. All others went down on
board or near the Matne. The total
1§st of missing s 263,

“rith several exceptions no officer
or man has more than part of a suit
af clothing and that is wet with har-
bor water. Ward steamer leaves for
Mexico at 2

saved are ubnipjured. Damage was In
compartments of erew., Am preparing
to telegraph list of wounded and
saved: Alvette leaves for Key West
at 1 p. m. Will send by her to Key
West the officers saved except myself
and Walnwright, Holman, Henneger,
Ray and Holden, will turn over three
uninjured boats , to captaln of port.
with a request for safe keeping. Wil
Havana, SIGSBEE."

New York., Feb. 16.—A special to the
Evening Telegram from Havana con-
cerning the Maine disaster says:

James Rowe, ship's cook, was the
least injured of any that were brought
oft while I wag there. I ansked him
how It happened.

T don't know,” he replled, speaking
with dificulty. “I turpned In my ham-
mock at 8 o'clock and heard three
betls strike. 1 don't remember any-
thing more until I felt myself turning

over and over and falling heavily
upon the deck through a mass of
smoke. I got on my feet and worked

my way on deck. When I gZot there
the superstructure deck was dipping
under water and 1 jumped overboard
to keep from belng drawn in the sue-
tion.

"] wae picked up by a boat from the
Spanish man-of-war. Four men were

plcked up by the same boat. They
ware Danlel Cronin, a landsman;
Charles Berry, boatswaln; Albert

John, seaman, and Blomer, a lands-
man.'”

One poor fellow whoee face was in-
jured past all recognition was lying
in a cot in the hospital. I asked him
his name and he mumbled back
through horribly swollen lips: "My
folks would feel uneasy if I told you."

S0 far ns I can learn now the ex-
plosion took place In the magazine
used for the storage of gun cotton for
the torpedoes. The vessel {ies with
her bows wholly submerged and only
a part of her stern showing.

The explosion, which shook the city
from one end to another, created the
wildest exegitement. All the electric
lights were put out by the shock.
Fire engines rughed madly from one
quarter to another and no one knew
for certain from which direction the
explosion came.

Consul General Lee, who was at
the hotel Inglaterra, received a tele-
phone message from Gen. Blanco tell-
ing him that the Maine had heen
blown up. Gen. Lee hastened to the
place where the ecablnet 18 now as-
sembling.

Viee Consul Springer has just as-
sured me that all the offlcers were
saved except Jenkins and Merritt,
whé are misalng. Mr. Springer says
at lenst 300 llves were lost. Capt,
Bigsbee was on deck when the explo-
sion came. It waes Iin the bow of the
vesse]. A sentry stationed at the bow
was unhurt. He had seen nothing
susplelous.

1 have talked with some of the res-
cued officers and seamen. One officer
whose name I could not learn, said of
the explosion: "1 was in my bunk.
When 1 got on deck fire had started
forwnrd. There was a good strong
hreeze, The eall for all hands on
deck was promptly obeyed and the
men and officers were perfectly ecool.
All  possible efforta were made to
check the fire but without avail.

*“The flames spread rapldly and sev-
eral exploslons occurred. Magazines
were burst open dnd explogives were
thrown overboard. In half an hour it
was apparent nothing could save the
ship.”’

Key West, Fla., Feb, 16.—Last night
was the most eventful ever witnessed
at Key West. The excitement com-
menced shortly before 10 o'cloek,

when the report was made that the
tamous tug Dauntlegs had arrived at
a polnt on the east coast and was tak-

this afternoon. Offtcers ing on arms and ammunition for Cuba. 'in this city, and some of the

wa

The celebrated little filthy
ported to have arrived at BItF:trln?MBeacrel;
simultaneously with a traln load of
men who would =all before ANy nate
tempt could be made to detpin her
The iInformation wan imme-dlntel.
conveyed to commanders of nnva)i
:ressel.:{ln the harbor, Who commenced
o0 make preparations t
to make I o intercept the
The came the report tha
ship Maine had been blowtn"&; l;:'“tll?;
harbor of Havana. This news was
first received by the commandant of
n&et;tn%lon. wht: in turn communicat-
o e Information to
cers In command. the meveral offi
A telephone Mmessage w
commahding officer at tl!:ae8 ﬁé?r:c?;
Meanwhile the Dews rapldly soread
over the entire eity angd the I;able
oflice became the center of attraction.
The fact that the two torpedo boats
were getting up steam apg made
ready to sall added to the excitement
A hurrled conference was hetd be-
tween the several naval officers prea-
ent and a line of action pmmp[l;’ de-
cided upon. The torpedo bont Ericos-
son waa the first to get unpger way
She steamed out with open throttle!.
and headed for the westward., WwWhile
not positively known where sghe has
gone, the Impression Is that she has
:g:;\f di:gatlch?dmto Drv Tortugas to
¥ mira car ;
to the Maine. G of the diEER

The Cushing in pufiing at her whart

ready to =steam out ang

tly
only awaiting orders e |
Havan. to P TocestiE

Every governme
the harbor Js getting rendl;rtt;'e::ﬁl f(l::
Havapa A& B0on as orders gre re-
celved, The lighthouse tender Man-
grove, under Commander Belder, has
just left for Havana, The com-
mander's son and daughter, who have
been guests aboard the steamer, were
hurriee‘ly sent ashore. g
As the minutes pasg
becomea Intensified rmr:hfh:xf‘:;fr?ﬁ"a:
nothing further has been added to the
first meagre report regarding the dis-
aster to the Maine. It is not known
here what damage has been do but
the worst Is feared, from the sirange-
ments helng made to relleve those who
are supposed to have been injured
The cable office s belng berleped by
naval officers, rome of u’hor’; are
:::}lll‘lrtlngr dispatches, while others are
n
e Hagvarl::?her news regarding events
‘Washington, Feb, 16.—The news

f

the diraster at Havana epr o
1

over the city and the r?of&d §§§L?e§
and all public places were crowded

with people eager to hear

every particle of 1ntor'mnunol:1d ;!sis%:::
as it was recelved. The wildest re-
ports were In circulation, hoth  ns to
the number of fatalities ang cause of
exploslon. Nearly every one meemed
to suspect treachery on the part of
Hpain or its over-enthuslastic frlends
In Havana. Few would beljeve the
(elxpltos[on wad the result of an acel-
ent.

Cooler heads expresged a wﬂ]in;ness

[to wait for later Dews bhefore forming

conelusions.

President McKinley was greatly agl-
tated when he heard the “ewsta::m ie
expressed great sorrow for the sallors
who lost thelr lives.

At the army and navy elub there
were groups of greatly {nterested of-
ficers, Frome of them showing their
deep sorrow In every word and look
for thelr -acquaintances aboard the
Maine.

There {8 mueh eonjecture as to what
course is belng or will be pursued b¥
the government.

The telegraph offlcea are besieged by

friends of those known to be on board
the Malne. Many of tha officers
and men have friends, some famliliea,
latter



