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body of land the are irrigated formed
a trifle over one per cent, or for every
acre irrigated there are nearly omne
huundred acres, in the hands of owoers
private or-corporate, Wpon whioh water
was not used for the oultivation of
cropa,

he comparison of the mreas having
been made, It becomes interesting to
note the relation between the entire
farm ares and the amount of land
Irrigated. It has been estimated thst
the total farm area in the arid reyglon
wag o round numbers a little less than
41,000,000 acres, aud in the absence of
definite figuree this guantity will be
used. If thia is the omse, then the
“farm area formed about 12 per cent ot
the land disposed of in one form or
apother by the genersl gevernment;
also, the area frrigated was only 8,73
per cent of the land owned by farm-
ers. Coming down to still emalier
figures, and taking the lands owned by
the irrigators, including pasture lanua
and all other purtioce goiug to make
up & farm, it has been nscertained that
the total ares was 17,198,020 acres.
Thus the area irrigated was only
20.72 per cent of tbe total extent of
these tarms, which, as above stated,are
irrigated in whole or part.

Thie bringe us tv the average value
of the irrigated iands, including build-
ings and other improvements, which
we nre advieed was found lo range
from $31.40 per acre, in Wyoming, up
to 3160 per acre, in Calllornia, the
mean for the whole arid region being
$83.28. Tbis, when applied to the
total area irrigated, gives a total value
of $296,850,000, The average value of
products ranged from $5.25, in Wyo-
ming, up to $19 per acre, in California,
tbeaverage for the whole arid region
being §14.89 per ncre. At thisrate the
products of the census year amounted
to $63,057,000, oconeiderably over half
the vulue of the precious metals pro-
duced during the same yenr,
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GENESIS.

The first book of the Bible, genera]-
¥ known as Genesis but Bleo referred
to by Talmudist writers ue ¢“The Boovk
of Creation,” or **The Book of Abra-
ham, Ienac and Jacob?’ is one of the
mosl important books in the sacred
volume. It was evidently written as
an introduction to tbe Moeaic law,
showing the connection between the
dispensation of Moses and the preceu-
ing dispensatiour. In it the bagis on

which the Theocraocy is founded is
laid down, and without it the
firat chapter of the ecclesiastical

history of mankind would be miss-
ing.

The subjectse on which this book
more or less exhaustively treats are
numerous and of the greateal impor-
tance to the human race in general.
it opens with n cosmogony and a
geogony which for sublimity of con-
ception, depth of philpsophy and sim-
pliciLy of wiyle bas pever been pur-
passed. It accounts for the generation
of everything, anirwate and inanimate,
first in fts spiritusl and then ln ite
material existence, both polnting out

the direction in whioh ‘an in-
quiring mind must turon to find
the truth sand Jeaving smple

room for further study and research.
Then 1t narrows down to the history of

man, toushing on the origin of evij
the spread of sin and its' consequence,
the deatruction of the antediluvians;
the repeopling of the earth, the origin
of the diversities of lJanguages and the
dispersion of the human family over
the surface of the earth. From this
time the book takes up the history of
Abrakam, the ancestor ot the chosen
people, and follows it with sketches
ol the life of Isanp, Jacob and the
twelve patriarchs to the death of
Joseph in Egypt, covering a perjod of,
counting fron Adam, st leaat 2369
years.

The guestion of who wrote the book
of (Goneels and when, is one that has
cuused some discussion. QCritics huve
noted apparent differences of style in
the various parte of it and what seeme .
to be unnecessary repetitions ap weli ar
vape in the parrative, aod above ull,
the indiscriminate uee of the names
Elohim, Jehovah and Elobim Eljon,
for God, which could not be ex-
plained on any doctrioe known to
the theolopy of t' e Christian cburchass,
This hae led to varions suppositions.
A few critics bave advanced the idea
that there was an Elobist autbor and
a Jehovist, the former writing as late
as Bolomon and the latter about the
time of Hezeklah, A still later editor,
probably KEzra, i then supposed to
bave merged the two versiong into one
with but jndifferent success. But this
theory has not found any advocates
among eminent critice. It is too im-
probable. Rosenmuller and othere pre-
fer o consider certaln to thern objec-
tionable paseages a8 interpolations
rather than to question the genuineness
of the book.

The fact of the matter {s that the
history of the Hebrew languunge sasily
showe three distinct periods. The tirst
of these Iz the Mosaic. During thie
time words, forms of construction and
phraseclogy are found which after-
wards became obwsolete, Afier this
time new words were formed, Dew
pbrases coined; in short, the language
developed with the people, til it
reached ils golden era during the pro-
phels previous to the captivity. Afier
this event the language became mixed
with foreign worde and expreesions
showing thie influence of the surround-
ing nations over the peopie. The lan-
guage of any book is msure teat of its
antiquity. Aund by this test noscholar
will hesitate In admitting that ths
book of (Genesis belongs to the Mosalc
period and not to a later date.

‘That Moges was the author can
therefore bardly be Joubted, ‘Tradi-
tion, borh Jewish and heathen, sus-
taina this view. The bookis appealed to
asgenuine and authentic by our Bavior
and Hia Aposiles. Profane history
adde Ite testimony. KEven Julian, the
apostate, maintained the genuimneness
- f the Pentateuch, as does Porphyry
with many others not inclined to be
credulous in such matters, The fact ie
that the first uoubt aboul the genuine-
ness o Lhese regerds did not emanate
from men Who cad claim much credit
for soundnese of opinion. Thomas
Hobbes, born 1588, is the first English
writer who expresred doubt on this
poiut. He also claimed to bhuve dis-
covered the quadrature of the circle,
but wae as unable to prove this a8 to
shake the confidence in the genulpe-
ness ot the booke of Moses.,

The probabillty 1s that Moses is the
nuthor of Genesls a8 well as the other

books which bear his name. That-he
as a hiatorian made nse of previona
documenis needs Do argument, ang
that his narrative shows this is also ag.
mitted. That he wrole much gf
it during the wanderings In the
derert, where his daily occupation, the
dutlen of his office as the supreme
judge of the people and the commang.
erdn-cbief of the army, left him butg
little time for llerary pursuits, se.
connts fully for some peculiarities or
compoellion, which & later editor
would never have passed witbhout gnr:
rectivn. And that finally 8 few latep
interpolatione have been made, no one
disputes. Bul with ali theee the boolk,
must be cot efdered both genuine ang-
authentie.

Itis a curlous fact that the varlggs
books of the Bible have iD turn beep
fubmitted to severe atlacks by those
who think thelr learning greatly jn
advance of the truths revealed by the
Almighty. Butfrom every contest the
sacred books have come ont with
more brilllant Juster. And while jp.
fidels come and go, making = stir for g,
short time and then die and with thejp’
boasted arguments are soon lorgotten
the bellevers fli.d in the Word of God
that ruck of ages on which they can
safe]ly build and live lu bappiness for.
ever. The Bible contuing the truth.
and the truth is eternal, whils infige].-
ity even under the name of “higher
criticiem?® is doomed to obiiviopn,

GENERAL WADE HAMPTON,

Ap distinguisbed a guest as Wyje,
Hamton ls seldom within our gates,
and it is dueto the bigh position whigp
be heolds, to those he bas bheld apd o

himseli personally that the event pg-
ceive recoghition. (General .Hamp-
ton comes of a race of flghlers, begjin.
ning with the Revolution, extending
through our border iroubles and gul
mipnating in the great war of the re.
belljon, in which ae & Confederate he
distisguished bimeelf again and again

He entered the ranke as a private sgl.
dier but became a colonel at onece apJ
advanced along the scale of promgtion
with wondrouwe rapidity, becomin: g
mujor general In iwo yeare and g
lleutenant genoral in less than twe
years more. He was one of the few
Confederate commanuders Who fought
Pbil 8herjdan to a standstiil, thig
being at Trevilian’s station 1n 1884, and
his record is conspicuous for such
achievements.

W hile the very name of Hampion
suggests the military service, our
visitor has been ae copspicuous as any
one ln ehewing to the worlu how true
it is that peace hep triumpbs no less
renvwned Lhan those of war. Itisip
fact recorded tbat General Hampion
wag, like .A. H, Stephens, opposed to
an armed conflict on the slavery or
any correlative question and aguinst
the exteneion ofslavery. He was and
douhtless is yet ap ardent state rights
advocate and could not brook the
crossing of state llues by boati)le sol-
diery, Buat when the war wae Over
he sought Lo cultivute  peace
anda tranguility, and a8 to the
freedmen be declared, Iin 188§,
that ‘‘asnslave he was faithiul to us,
e u free man let us treat bim as a
friend; deal with bim frankly, justly,

“kindly.”” He became governor nof



