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JOHN OR THE
effects of procrastinationProcratination
il I1i

it atoo baday said john boggsidogem11
what ishoo babpbad saidsald biatiafatimatildamatlidaachishis wwifelag

chywhyN li tha cart is broken down and noynov
all tthee andsbands Pmust stand idllal while it is being11F
tended 11 i

the cartcaru1I repeated mrs boggs jaylayinging
down tha stogstockingking sheshwaswaa darning anand re-
garding her husband with a peculiar look

do yousouou mean khethe largelarie ox cart
yes 73 I1

41what is the matter with it
why the hub is split right slap in two

lialhalvesvesil
but ithI1 thoughtou hf it beganbegin to split a loaioalongiong time

ago1190 I1I1 h eard you say last week thatt you
mustQ have a newnevo iron band madeimade for thatwat 0oldoidid
hub ij

1

41 yes I1 know I1 did sayay cometsomethinghiing about it
but theuthen I1 think it wasas tootoa bad

kayetyet you knew it needed mending john
said so yourself Jibishwish you would

learnito be more prompt about such things
youtou loseiose more than you are awawareare of

no I1 I1 dont iosilose anything eseryevevery-
thing

i ery
on my place is as well as things gener-

ally are
nothot11

quite john I1 know you manage to
keep thingthingss inin pretty goodrood order but you must
acknowledge that you aarein the habit ofbfpro-
crastinating it is only last week that you
epstlasta a valuable sheep just because you put off
mending the floor in the shed and nonowbv you
have last a halfhalt a days work of three hands
just because you did not mend your cart hub
when it ought to have been mended ahyouah you
do lose much and there is no use trying to
hidehida imit

well complaining wont mend it that is
sure 12 muttered john

iino bubbutpaying heed to your experience will
mend the whole trouble quickly but pleas-
antly returned matilda

di
01

Pooh youyau sit herhere in the housegiouse darning
ststockings and I1 suppose you think becausebecaase
youcanyou can see wherewhery to run t your needle you
could ginmin the barn at once

nono john saidsald I1the wifebife smiling you
do not put it in the nightright shape I1 can see the
heel of aa stocking and when I1 see a place
wherewherebyremymy needle needs to run I1 run it there
I1 do not expect to see but on thing at a time
but when you do see that thingthingandand also that
it needs mending then is the limetime to mend it 1

12

Johnjao commenced to whistle a medley
of spasspasmodic notes and at the same time drew

coat he had got to go five miles to a
blacksmiths andlind have an ironiron rinring made for
the hub

john 12 said the wife plying herhor darning
needleneedie as shebhehijspoke now mark my worvorwordsasifif
you do4 nolnot ur over a anewnewnev leaf inrnthist iis respectdisrespect

louwillyou will have a lesson one of0 thesetheae days thatthab
I1

will cost you more than you can adfordafford to paye
john whistled with renewed energy now

striking fairly into yankee doodle and with
a dubious shake of her head his wifebife turned
henher attention to her work

john dombomboggsdog hadhaa two men to work for him
and by this tsbreakingreakie v ofor the cart theythoy were
either obliged to liliellee still or go at some work
which was of little use ilehe hadhid a large farm
and an excellent ondone fogtoglor producing vegetation
and he was quite well to do in ththetha world
illshis children were all daughters and hence the
busbusinessineis of the farm all depended upon hihimin

As we havebare seen john boggs had one fault
he wouldouid put off until tomorrowto morrow what could
and sshould be done todayto day ilehe contricontrivedvid to
keep his place looking neat and tidy because
at certain periods he would be seized with a
sort of renovatingrenova ting fit and would then rollrOlrolloutloutup
his sleeves and go at it but this dondontt wworkr
always manydiany times very important things
were left till he felt ikelikeile it that was a
great expression of his well when I1 feel
like 4i 7

sometimes there would be a breakdownbreak down
that had to be attended to immediately and
while he had the hammer and nails in his
bands hebe would fix up beveralseveral ather things
that had been awaiting his coming0 Vveryer of-
ten an hour was required over something which
would not have consumed over five minutes of
his time had he taken it in hand when he first
discovered it and not only so but he lost in
two ways it required more nails to do the
work at this late hour and could never be
made so good at that as it were before nor
as the same would have been had he attended
to it in season

john had often promised his wife that he
would reform but he had not done it yet ilehe
did not realize how much he lost or itif he did
the eeffect was but momentary when he lost
his sheep behe would never let such a thinthinga go90again and yet there was at this very mo-
ment a bad place in the floor on the tie up
where the cows were kept heire had noticed
it three days before liehe saw one of the cows
tread upon it and he knew that a heavy ox
would break through there at once but the
floor was not mended yet for all that

when the ring or hub bandhand came home mr
boggs went at work to put it on but it would
not work ilehe had missed a figure in his cal-
culationsculations the spokes had worn in the sock-
ets so much that all the straps in the world
could never fit that broken hub on again

jerusalem ll muttered the disappointed
man as he found that he could not make the
thing work if I1 haihad only fixed the thunder-
ing thing when I1 ought to this would not have
been it is too bad too all thundering bad

but there was no help for it A new hub
must be made ilehe managed to nindfindd an oldd
wheel which he could use while tthee criftwrightZ t
wasl fixing histits and in this uncomfortable way
behe managed to gegetgei along without losing much
over a days timetu0

one mornin the break-
ing tha hub one pfaf theth little gilsgyls came
running in while the whole family wereere at
bieakbreakfastfast 1

i alpapapalpapasal bapatnapatthetherthes white faced heiferhelfer has
broke through the 1

I1
what molennolenbroken through mutteredmattered boggs

starting up
johnsohn boggs knew that his wife wiswaswag looking

sharply at himim andland he avoided the peculiar
elanceglance which he felt sure he should find there
if wetie turned that way hefie called up the two
men and hurried out As good fortune would
have atthe heiferhelfer was not seriously injured
but john knewLnechehe could not claim credit for
her safety when be came backhusback his wife said
not a wordboril upon the subject at first john
wwasas afraid she would reprimand him but
when he found that she heitkeetkept rientsilents upon the
pusubjectbeat he felt worse than hee would havhave felt
hahad shebhehe lustjust chided him a little he knew
she fefeltut it that she understood it and her
continued silence seemed to indicate that she
considered him incorrigible from that mo-
ment he resolved that he would reform aliah
hebe hadbad made justus t such resolutions a great
many times beforeberre

for two months no real accident happened
for john boggs kept things pretty straight but
still there were some short comincomingscominss the
habit of procrastination was too firmly fixed
upon him to be easily thrown off

As autumn drew near john boggs began to
look around for an opportunity to carry into
execution a plan be had been considering for
sometimesome timetima he hadbad a very choice stockstock jot
cattle and having received an excellent offer
for them he could buy them in the spring to
good advantage so he sold eight oxen for a
price which might by some be consideredreconsidered al-
most fabulous theile same purchaser wanted
horses and john sold his threemiree heavy ones
keeping only a three year old colt which he
thought would answer for all his riding throy
the wintervery near johnsjohnis farm was a large tract of
land covered with heavy pine trees most of
them magnificent white pinespinasnesnas and he had
partly contracted to cutcub those trees down
fashion the losios and haul them a distadistanceneeneb of
three miles toawethe river the contract would
be a valuable one for him because he lived so
near to the wood he supposed he could find
pieplentynty of men who would be glad to come on
andund furnish teams if hebe would keep themem he
had hay and grain inin plplentyen t and of course
wished to have most of iit eatena n uup onoti the
giaceglaceplace by selling his own oxen and borseshorses he
hadad made a clear profit of about one half of
all he got for them and nowtow if he could get
some one to come on and furnish teams and
in returnsreturn take one half of the proceeds of the
jobbobr and have theirWeir animals kept helie would do
seilseiiwellvell buthebathebatbut he found it more difficult ththanan hoh
llad expected totd obtain help 11he could find

I1 plenty of inmenen who would glagiagladlyadly come with
such teams as they owned but they wanted
heavier ones

at lengthlenorth
0 o he hit upon thi veryvety man that he

I1 wanted I1
i

1 fchavehave found him he baiasaia one evening to
1 his wife on hisbis return from a visit to a neigh-
boringborin town 11I have found just the man
he hhasa got teams enough and will come as
soon as wanted

who is hebe asked matilda quite pleased
with her husbands success

aaron rolf you know him dont you
heire has got six yoke of oxen and tourlour good
horsesand payssays if I1 will give him equal shares
of what I1 am to have and take care of the an-
imals and men cewillhe will come

aaron rolfroif repeated hhisis wwifeife 1I know
him well if he says he will come then you
maynay depend on him ilehe never makes a prom-
isei iselse until he knows he can keep it and he nev-
er undertakes to do a thingthing which he can not
do as it should be done someome call him odd
and I1 do not know but he is in one sense of
the word for he minds his own business and
will have no one about him if becanhe can delpithelpheip it
who will not follow his example 23

why you seem to know him well 22

why should I1 not you forget that I1 liv-
ed in his fathers family for a number of
years

0 hohot Is he a son of old benjamin rolfyes hisbis eldest bboy 22

aha that I1iss it I1eeh well I1 am glad hebe
I1
is such a hanmanman it will make it so good for
me 2

1I should like to have him here very well
this coming fall and winter that is if you
must have some one

so john boggs gaveave himself no more unea-
siness upon the subject of the fallsallsfailsalis work
mralt rolf was coming over to look at the tim-
ber before closing the bargain but then john

I1 had explained fully to himyhim and he was per-
fectly satisfied

one day john went to tie his colt up in the
stall and he roundfound that the edge of the trough
was worn almost down to the hole through
which the halter was tied he knew that it
was not safe A slight pull would break it
out

iliill1 I declare I1 must fix that when I1 get time
aidsaid he to himself

he meant when he felt like it for he had
ample time then allalt that was necessary
was to step to the wagon house alidand get
an inch and a half augur and bore a new
holeholed it would have taken him perhaps fivefire
minutes to have performed thewthe wholeholebole operation
ilehe led the colt into the next stall and then
went to the house and sat down ah theoldthe oldoid
habitbabi was not gone yet ilehe would fix the tie
hole when he had time john bobosboggas hadbad not
quite reforeformedmed I1 for all his place lo10looked so well
outside

an ipevening orthoor two afteratterafterwardvard justkust as he
was sitting down to supperr one of dilisbis daughbauh

J

tera came in and in ahat the back barn
door had tumbled down aagainga

1 whyawby I1 set a log of wwood0
ind up against it

firmly only 4a littlelittle while ago exclaimed john
then I1 guess some of the sheep must haye

rubbed itii down saidpala the girlgia
lohnjohn boggs you fixed thatahat door

yet spoken the wife almost stern y
1 I leclaredeclare I1 will fix that tomortomorrowto mormorrowrow was

johns response
but why you fixed it before per-

sisted
er

matilda
why I1 have not had time aj

johnjoba heldheideldela down hisbia head asleasheasie made this re-
mark

have not had timeunit john boggsboggsi what do
you mean repeated the dame elevating her
eyebrows in real astonishment

why I1 did mean to fexfix it but wheneverwhenever I1
have thought of it it has beenbeell when I1 was
busy about somethingsomethin c else 32

allailahali john let me ttellteilelleil you that kind ofaikworkoik
will not suit aaron rolf

let aaron rolf mind hishia businessbubinesbusines s 4andh
there are other folks that might do the samesaide
to advantage returned john warmly with a
bold look into his cifes face

matilda boggs smiled for she saw that her
husband was playing the bravo a thingthin which
he seldom did in her presence not batthat she
was the wearer of garments unmentionableunmentionably
but she was one of those straight forward
sound sensed sternesterh women whoicho find
it absolutely necessary to govern an easy hhus-
band

u 8

sometimes she had intended to ask her
lord to go out and fix the door after ssuppersniperu but
as he was already chafedchafee she concluded to
say no more at present I1

the facts about the barn door were thesethea
the lower hingebinge had been useless over twoiwo
weeks but had been made to work by bring
careful in opening and clodinclosing the door but
some three days gadradhad elapsed rincemincesince the upper
one became so loose that ho dependence could

1 be placed upon it john had noticed it and
he bad said to himself i

it must be fixed
and he had resolveresolveddioto doltdoitdo it when hedelthe feltfeit

like it
the next day came and in the morning john

boggaboggs went out to the barn and passed throy
into the yard liehe set the back door up arterafter
him and braced the stout cord stick against
it to hold it in its place

1 I declare that must be fixed twilli I1 will attend
to that right off

Hewenliewen toutfout into the field and when he
came back behe went over to a neighbors to see
about somebome help and remained there till din-
ner timetims just as they were sitting down to
dinner Aaron rolf drove upu to the doordoorpoor one

I1 of the hired men took his horse and he came
inlu where liehe was warmly welcomed bbyy john
and his good wife I1

in the afternoon the two men went out to
I1 the timber land and it was nearly dark when
they returned they had seen the whole lot
and mr rolf was much pleasedplea sred with the pro-
posed plan in every way asaani near as they
could calculate would them-
selves and four other men and six yokes of
oxen and four horses a hundred days perhaps
more but surely no less rolf found that his
share odtheof the proceeds would amount to eight
hundred dollars then from this he was to
pay the two men he must brinbring on saving him
81sixbix hundred dollars for his oxenoxen horses and
himselfhimselfp but aaas he would be at no expense at
all in feeding anybody or anything i lie
ered the remuneration just fair andadd right

1I can have more thant an that for haulinghaulin
goods for our new railroad company wehe
said but I1 should have to be away from
home all the time and I1 do not like it I1 like
thithisstiansilanplanpian I1icancan go home aa often as I1 please
and 1 feel perfectlyperfectly free to remain away a day
if I1 wish

I1

during the evening it was all planned and
before they retired aaron rolf had about
madeaaden up his mind that he should sign the ar-
ticles oyaof agreementgrcement it was arranged that
they should go to the justice and have them
legally drawn john boggs thought there
would be no need of any sucsuchbuch paper but mr
rolf thought differently said he

we may forget but a written paper cant
forget

and upon this they retired for the night
in the mornmorningng mr rolf got up and went out
to snuff up theh efrefreshshairair having washed andana
combed his hhairair he thought he would go downglown
and look at hhisis horse and perhaps give him
some water ilehe saw one of the hired men
and asked him if he had watered the animal
it had not been done so he went on to the
barn ilehe found the stable where he hadbad seen
the man hitch his horse the night before but
the horse was gone ilehe went through to the
back of the barn and found the door not only
0openem but flat upon the ground Hewenhe wenttintointowethe lardyard and there he found the bars down
he hunted uup the hired man

look ye my man have you seen anything
of my horsephorse

nonosirsir
just come herebere 2

the man followed rolf to the empty stall
did you hitchbitch my horse there lastlait night

the visitor asked pointing to where thethe hole
hadbad been broken out

yes sir
didat you know that wouldwoula not hold a

horse
1I supposed mr boggs had fixed it sir I1

heardbeard him say two or three days ago he must
do it when he had time it was kind 0 darldark
whenhen he hitched the horse and I1 did not no-
ticetic 6 1

fix had timela repeated rolf
in surprise be an augur

yes sir 21

9 had irrlarri
within threethre daysday 4 li lt A 1 l

yekyes sirdir 11a goodgoogoodmannd
I1
rilriimanyny 6efem1166 I should

think 11 1

rutkgbbutt hhow hownowabou thithis doorati W didunidanlabill
Yyou knowknob vtthatthai Vwas unsafezanian I1

yes sir
t ityits beebeenrilariiaso ha ionlonlongiong while but

mr boggs said hed hixtfiat when he hhaahada timtime
i-

i1
so never touched it ay il i

whowh I1luggediu ed tthat great ilogoo00 af wood cotil
hherekereere ffo0 omT

11amraff boggsJ rip ft
9heilg did ehh yes 3yes t thyshow aodo

youyon suppose them bars came down
bars repeatedrepealed khinanthe man sosomewhatltwhat startl-

ed are the bars down againgain
they are down adv 22 11 sa ITjf
well im glad ontoat mr bbbaggsgs said hed

fix henben yeterdera they Nvanted aboom
pipinsn inin them I1 askedaskea him yesterday morningn1

1

n
if I1 should fix yemlemem and he said nonoa i he said iI1
might go to workswork and hedheld aattendatenroa tto5 thail
noanoww theive cowstows are allali gone s i

aliah I1 understand said mrir rolf acl as
he spokekehekebehe turned avaaiaawayyandand followed teethee
track of hishia horse to the roadaniddarid he bilidt
it turned towards hame ari knew the nature
of his horse and sureeore he should hidbidaldfind
him 1inflandrandhishb own stall so9 aehe returned 0too ohpthe
fiarnbahbam and leavinhaving takentawn the bribridledleondieonon his arifiarmI1and thrown the fightslight saddleadale over hisbis shoulders
said to the ared tulantrianman 1

you can tell mr boggs that J have gondgone
after my horse

but shant I1 gogd with ye sr irl

no I1 knoknowajustjust where I1 shall find himykimy 1

so aaron rolfroif way allail saddled and
bridled 1

I1 q p 4

when mr boggsc came in to brebreakfastaailiast hehi
looked rather itoubluee 1 I

why the matter johnJohnili the wifefe
asked ear0gerly for her husband looked really
sad

he made no answeranswer anandd matildaI1 ivaswabwas upon
the point of asking him again 1 when oneolie of
the sittielittle girls came running in
with upon every round feature i

D mammamaill shebhe criedcued dortlldondoit QUou think
mr rolfs horse has run girlgiri he acebroke biltout
of the stall where the feiter cleancleafi
worn off to eeneyen almost noinolthingt and liehe railran
out throughh the barn door what waava all tum-
bled down addand behe got through the bars where
the cows booked einfinemern down andarid dont youxou
think hes gone off totto try to catch him hehi
wwentent with the saddle on his barkl my sakes
aint it too babpbad

matilda boggs looked at john boggs a full
minute and thentheu went on with her breakfastit
she spoke not a wordawood furtherfurther on the sumeet A

the next forenoon there was a letter lefleilefttatat
tho house of john that individual
received it from hihis8 wife alien hebaieiarecarecame to din-
ner ilehe had igenbeen fixing up ah door and soma
bats ac he openopell thilethe letterietteratef and readredd as fol-
lows s

oakgawPAW HILLhlll sept 03231818 7
MBMR JOHNjoun BOGGS dear sir f

you may consider that all business relations
between us areare at an end but I1 will not thusthua
abruptly break off ourout plans withant gariginifi
my reason itatiaia this I1 am by nature veryry
nervous and I1 could not my busbusinessness
inin the hands of a man who cannot take earedarecare
of his own were I1 not assured that thethi ac-
cident of last night was the result of whatchatphat hashai
become a confirmed habit with you I1 mightblight
hesitate but I1 understand it all thi will
remain a secret with me and trusting hat we
may remain friendsmends anand that yeiiyou may averovetover
come an evil that cannot but result in harmharra totd
you if followed up I1 remain yours ac

aanon ROLF
john boggs read this letter and rushed from

the house matilda picpickedkeditit up and read it
A cloud passed oyerover her face and then wrayaraya ray
of sunshine came in a few moments sho
looked happy and contented

but the ddinnerinner was gigettingatin coldcola and bilgslid
sent one of the children after him ilehe camecama
in looking sad and dejected liislitshibhia1118 wife w eaf
uup to him and placed her handband upon hisbis shoul-
der

john she said kindly qancarcan not you buy
some oxen

yes y liehe returned moodily
and can youyon not buy thethemm and still havihard

much of the money left wwhichhich you received
for those you soldboid

ittilyesyes
thenlibben go and buy oxen and hiiehite your men

and do that work yourself ill do all I1 can to-
wards taking care of your handsbands and I1 am
sure youyon willwilfmakeinake much more than 11youau wouldifould
to have a partner come we can do ourur du-
ty without the help of any matimad shoabo does not
want to assist you i

john boboggsbogsgs was dumb with grateful emo
tion ilehe bewknew how noble she waswa s andana heid
now realized that if heho hadud only givenglien heedhied to
her advice before hebe might have spared much
of his shame but he soon gazed up and hishia
only ansanswer was to draw the faithful woman
down and kiss her

i

that afterafternoonnoonpoon be corncoincommencedfenced upon the rule
of life from which he resolved not to deviate
he posted off at once and before night he was
the owner of eieightht yoke of oxen they werewerm
not such beauties as those he had sold but
they were stout w working oxen next behe en-
gaged his men arid when the for
work commenced heher went at it with a will

the loioslogsloss were all out and deposited in the
river anianaand he was the clear net gainer of one
thousand dollars by the operation but that
was natallnothot allail hbe gainedgaited from that fallen barn
door Ilehe gained the life lesson i he so muchtouch
needed and from the rule it gave him
er after deviated ilehe never againagain easaw a thinthir
upon hsh s placeplade that needed attention without

that attention at once


